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FAILURE ON THE 
TAMAR

The kanamaluka/Tamar is set to 
influence this month’s Federal 
Election. How much influence is 
seen by many as critical as to who 
wins the seat of Bass. It is likely 
to be the most ‘swinging’ issue in 
Bass. Concern for the Tamar, and 
calls for action, are coming from 
many parts of the community, gen-
erally cutting across ‘Party lines’.
If Bass changes hands, as it has 
over many elections, it may well 
mean a change in the National 
Government.

So, what are the issues with the 
Tamar?

The most frequent complaint is a 
‘lack of action’, almost irrespective 
of the problem. The Tamar gets a 
lot of ‘lip service’ and politicians 
on all sides claim they ‘care about 

the Tamar’ - but continually leave 
it in the ‘too hard basket’.

The problems (and opportunities) 
can, and should, be looked at ‘one 
by one’. But the first problem is the 
‘jumble in the too-hard-basket’ 
that makes it easy for confusion 
and misinformation about possible 
solutions.

Prior to the 2019 Federal election 
a poll by the Examiner found “The 
health of the kanamaluka Tam-
ar was overwhelmingly the no.1 
concern”. A similar poll was done 
in 2016 (again prior to a Federal 
Election) which resulted in a full 
front page devoted to “Our River, 
Our Future”.

READ MORE ON PAGES 8-9
“PROGRESSIVELY UNUSABLE”

Election Promise: Archer makes a splash in 
George Town

If re-elected, a Federal
Liberal Government will
provide $15 million to deliver
a Community, Aquatic,
Health and Wellbeing Centre for 
George Town. 
The centre will include a

24-hour gym and fitness
rooms, as well as an indoor
and outdoor pool for
recreational purposes and
much-needed hydrotherapy
services for the region.
READ MORE ON PAGE 3
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FREE   PROGRAM - Out Now

Story Telling in the Valley

The Tamar Valley Writers 
Festival has announced the 
launch of the Tamar Valley 
Short Story Competition. 

The festival is divided into 
four categories to encourage 
fiction entries from multiple 

age ranges to be written on 
the theme of ‘The Good Life 
with a Tasmanian Vibe’.

 Each category offers prizes 
for winners including cash 
and gift vouchers. Writers 
participating in the open 
section are expected to not 
exceed 2000 words could 
win $1500 prize money as 

well as mentorship oppor-
tunities.

Entries close at 5:30pm on 
Thursday the 30th of June 
2022.

For more details visit 
www.tamarvalleywrite 
rsfestival.com.au/short-
story-competition 

Emily Stratton
Community Reporter

Simon Wood appoint-
ed as the newest MP for 
Bass following Peter 
Gutwein’s resignation 

Following last month’s 
resignation from former MP 
Peter Gutwein, a recount of 
five candidates for the Bass 
electorate were conducted 
by the Tasmanian Electoral 
Commission (TEC) with 
over 32,000 ballot papers 
included in the recounting 
process.

Among the 5 candidates 
who consented to be includ-
ed in the recount were Greg 
Kieser and Simon Wood 
from the Liberal Party, 
Adrian Hinds from the 
Australian Labor Party, Jack 
Davenport from the Tasma-
nian Greens, and Andrew 
Harvey from the Shooters, 
Fishers & Farmers party of 
Tasmania.

After a recount of all the 
ballot papers had been 
completed, the TEC an-
nounced that Simon Wood 
was elected as a member of 

the House of Assembly for 
the division of Bass until the 
next general election.

Simon Wood had a very 
strong lead of 61% over the 
other candidates, followed 
by Greg Kieser receiving 
28.8% of the votes. All other 
candidates each received 
less than 5% of the vote.

State Premier, Jeremy 
Rockliff congratulated Si-
mon Wood on successfully 
contesting the recount and 
said, “Having campaigned 
alongside Simon at the last 
two elections, I know he is 
a passionate advocate for 
Tasmania, and particularly 
for the Bass electorate.”

“Simon is well across the 
needs of the local communi-
ty having previously served 
as an Alderman in the 
Launceston City Council, 
and I am confident he will 

hit the ground running and 
be a strong voice for the 
people of Bass.”

“The Tasmanian Liberal 
Government is delivering 
for all Tasmanians, and I 
look forward to working 
with Simon as we harness 
Tasmania’s competitive 
strengths and invest in the 
areas that matter to Tasma-
nians.”

Prefer
to read
online?

ABOVE: Simon Wood MP (PHOTO: Facebook)

The City of Launceston will 
consider a number of traffic 
safety measurements for 
Windermere and Swan Bay 
at its meeting next week, 
including community con-
sultation around speed limit 
reductions.

The Council will consider 
14 traffic safety projects 
proposed for the 2022/23 
financial year, following 
road safety concerns raised 
by residents in recent years. 
Proposed improvement 
projects include: 

• Undertaking ongoing 
operational mainte-
nance of drains and 
road edges in the 
Windermere Rd area

• Installing Give Way 
signs and road mark-
ings at the Sanwae 
Drive / Windermere 
Road junction

• Installing Give Way 
signs and road mark-
ings at the Los Angelos 
Road / Windermere 
Road junction 

• Installing road name 
signage at Los Angelos 
Road / Sanwae Drive 
intersection

• Installing positive 
priority signage on 
the Windermere Road 
Bridge

• Installing Entry / 
Gateway signage to 

provide warning advice 
to drivers upon entry to 
the area

• Installing select, tar-
geted geometric and 
pedestrian warning 
signage on Windermere 
Road

• Producing rural res-
idential road design 
standards for new 
developments

• Introducing a right 
hand turn lane and side 
road island at the John 
Lees Drive / Winder-
mere Road junction

• Undertaking commu-
nity consultation and 
further consideration 
to introduce a 60kmh 
speed limit in Sanwae 
Drive

• Undertaking commu-
nity consultation and 
further consideration 
to introduce a 60kmh 
speed limit in Sher-
borne Drive / Walford 
Rise area

• Undertaking commu-
nity consultation and 
further consideration 
to reduce the 70kmh 
speed limit on Winder-
mere Road to 60kmh

•  Collaborating with 
bus service operators 
to determine high-use 
formal bus stops for 
provision of bus stop 
infrastructure, includ-
ing signage and hard 

stands
• Collaborating with Tas-

mania Police to target 
enforcement of poor 
driver behaviour 

Launceston Mayor Albert 
van Zetten said the pro-
posed traffic safety projects 
followed planning and 
investigation works carried 
out by Council officers in 
response to community 
concerns.

“Residents in Swan Bay and 
Windermere have been pro-
active in raising road safety 
concerns with the Council 
and that has allowed our 
officers to determine a 
range of short-term actions 
that can be considered for 
implementation in the next 
financial year,” Mayor van 
Zetten said.

“I want to thank those resi-
dents for meeting with Dep-
uty Mayor Danny Gibson 
and myself, and for suggest-
ing a range of priority issues 
that need addressing.

“The goal of the resulting 
proposed projects is to 
improve safety for all road 
users and I look forward to 
this matter being discussed 
by the Council.”

Traffic safety projects con-
sidered for Windermere and 
Swan Bay
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Delivering for the 
West Tamar
The Exeter community and the wider West Tamar region will have access to a new 
Show and Recreation Centre with $1.5 million in federal funding from a re-elected 
Liberal government.

A re-elected Liberal government will commit $235,000 towards improving the 
Port Dalrymple slipway to ensure that contamination is not making its way into 
our Tamar River.

EXETER SHOW AND RECREATION CENTRE

PORT DALRYMPLE YACHT CLUB
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Election Promise: Archer makes a 
splash in George Town

If re-elected, a Federal 
Liberal Government will 
provide $15 million to de-
liver a Community, Aquatic, 
Health and Wellbeing Cen-
tre for George Town.
 
Federal Member for Bass 
Bridget Archer has been 
working with George Town 
Council to support the 

health needs of the local 
community.
 
“This is an important 
step towards a dedicated 
health-focused centre for 
the wider George Town 
community,” Mrs Archer 
said.
 
“The centre will include a 

24-hour gym and fitness 
rooms, as  well as an indoor 
and outdoor pool for 
recreational purposes and 
much-needed hydrotherapy 
services for the region.
 
“The centre will also provide 
low-cost consulting rooms 
for allied health and reha-
bilitation services. It will 

enable NDIS participants to 
better utilise their funding 
packages in George Town, 
meaning vulnerable mem-
bers of the community can 
access services in the area.
 
“This is an important step 
forward for the future needs 
of our community and is 
part of my long-term plan 

for making services more 
accessible for all northern 
Tasmanians.”

George Town Council has 
welcomed the announce-
ment, with George Town 
Mayor Greg Kieser saying 
that this funding will mean 
the George Town commu-
nity will not only enjoy year 

round aquatic activities with 
both indoor and outdoor 
heated pools, but also access 
to a 24hr gymnasium, 
fitness rooms, café facilities 
and most importantly access 
to allied health services that 
many of our community 
currently do not have access 
to.

ABOVE: The proposed George Town Aquatic, Health & 
Wellbeing Centre

LEFT: George Town General Manager Shane Power, 
Bass MP Bridget Archer and George Town Mayor Greg 
Keiser (PHOTOS: Supplied). 
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The Bonorong Wildlife 
Sanctuary is holding a free 
online training session on 
the rudiments of wild-
life rescue and transport. 

Participants will learn how 
to safely handle injured 
animals, check a marsupial 
pouch for infants, identify 
common wildlife, and create 
their own in-car rescue kit. 

There will also be oppor-

tunities to ask questions of 
instructors and to decide 
if joining the sanctuary’s 
wildlife rescue program is 
viable.

The Bonorong Wildlife 
Sanctuary operates the 

largest 24-hour wildlife 
rescue service in Tasmania, 
providing care to thousands 
of animals every year. 

The session will be held on-
line on Saturday 14th May 
2022 from 11am – 5pm. 

Registration is required.

To find out more visit the 
Bonorong Wildlife Sanc-
tuary’s facebook page 
or visit www.bonorong.
com.au 

Wildlife Rescue and Trans-
port Education Session

Emily Stratton
Community Reporter

Healthy Tasmania will 
be running a 7-week quit 
smoking program on behalf 
of the George Town council 
to assist George Town 
smokers to kick the habit. 
Commencing on the 19th 
of May, the free program is 
part of the Healthy George 
Town project.

Utilising evidence based 
best practice and coordi-
nated in partnership with 
experienced health profes-
sionals, the Healthy Quit 
program has had success 
in the past with equipping 
smokers with the tools they 
need to quit for good. 

Group sessions will be held 
to provide education on 
understanding the nature of 
nicotine addiction as well as 
managing stress and main-
taining a healthy diet and 
interpersonal relationships 
during the quitting process. 

The program will be held 
from 1pm – 2:30pm over a 
7-week period, commenc-
ing on the 19th of May 2022 
at George Town Neighbour-
hood House.

For more information or 
to book your place within 
the program contact 
Hayden Fox on 0438 386 
025 or email hayden.
fox@healthytasmania.
com.au

Free Quit 
Smoking 
Program 
to Assist 
George 
Town 
Residents
Emily Stratton
Community Reporter
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ADVERTISEMENT

FAILURE
ON THE

TAMAR
This Federal Election is crucial 
for the future of Launceston 
and Northern Tasmania.

Decisions are needed. Decades 
of decay need to be tackled.   

Your vote at this Federal 
Election is truly important. 

1.  Will the Mud be allowed 
to continue accumulating 
to choke the Yacht Basin 
and the Seaport?

2.  Will neglect of the weeds 
(now in 30+ km of the river) 
continue to snuff out native 
flora and fauna as natural 
wetlands disappear?

3.  Will Launceston suffer 
disastrous floods like SA, 
Qld and NSW?  Climate 
change is bringing more 
and more extreme weather 
events as well as rising sea 
levels. We can do something 
about it, but we are not.

The current River Health Action 
Plan (RHAP) gets a lot of 
misleading publicity. It’s only 
about a long overdue decent 
sewage system for Launceston.   
This is a welcome and important 
step – but no part of the RHAP 
tackles the above 3 problems.  

There’s also been a misleading 
study called the TEMT 
report. (Want to know how 
misleading? Go to our website 
tamaractiongroup.org.au).

The Tamar Action Group (TAG) 
supports the proposed new 
Hydrogen Industry – but ONLY if 
the Government forbids the 50 
km industrial pipeline proposed 
to take water from Lake Trevallyn.   
TAG’s proposal is for a freshwater 
lake behind a low-profile barrage 
will supply all the freshwater 
needed for the Hydrogen – 
and it will pay for itself. No 
Government money needed 
– the project will be like the 
Hydro and the TT Line and pay its 
way. (Again, see our website).

PLEASE - VOTE FOR THE 
PARTY THAT HAS THE BEST 
POLICIES FOR THE TAMAR.  

But vote for who?  The Tamar 
Action Group (TAG) has written 
to each of the political parties 
and will publicise and comment 
on their policies 2 weeks before 
election day. This is “Our River, 
Our Future” (as the Examiner 
put it so well back in 2016).

In the meantime, show 
your support and join 
the 1800 members who 
have already signed the 
petition and joined TAG.

(Ask for one of our ‘Should 
we be angry?’ brochures 
which explain about the 
river’s perilous situation).

Andrew Lovitt, 
Chair, Tamar Action Group 
info@tamaractiongroup.org.au

This is the Examiner’s front page 
from March 21st 2016. 6 years 
later not much has happened

This 6-panel brochure will 
be in letter boxes over the 
next few weeks

These bumper stickers are now available from any of the 
Seaport restaurants or the Boat House Coffee Shop, and 

will appear in some letterboxes over the next few weeks.
You only need to apply them to your car (or fence or 

door) between now and the Federal Election in mid May
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ttaammaarrllaakkee..ccoomm..aauu

tamar Lake

A Transformational 
Economic Strategy

In Agriculture, Tourism and Industrial Development

Irrigable area 15,000 hectares with 
unlimited freshwater fed directly from 
Tamar Lake. Economic benefits based 
on only 10% of this .area.

Australian Grayling fish, and eels, 
require access to both freshwater and 
estuarine environments. Fish ladders 
in the barrage will provide this.

Much of the 120,000 cubic metres 
per annum of new sediment sourced 
from the catchment will travel in 
suspension one way through the 
rapidly flowing lake and out to Bass 
Strait pprroovviiddeedd  tthhee  ffrreesshhwwaatteerr  iiss  
rreelleeaasseedd  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  bbaarrrraaggee  ggaatteess  
oonn  aann  eebbbb  ttiiddee..

 Houseboats, recreational fishing, 
scenic cruises and aquatic sports. 
24/7. Less mud, more wetlands Migratory wader species may 

suffer displacement due to loss of 
intertidal zones – habitats will need 
management while they adapt.

The huge freshwater flows draining 
the catchment the size of 20%of the 
area of Tasmania and entering the 
estuary will form a rapidly flowing 
freshwater lake behind the barrage. 
This will form a freshwater supply for 
the Tamar Valley for all possible 
industrial and commercial needs for 
the next 100 years.Increase in amenity value and market 

demand along both banks of the 50 
km long lake will stimulate a building 
boom.

Tamar Island Wetlands are freshwater 
habitats for a variety of species 
including the Green and Golden frog – 
likely long term benefits due to 
expanded habitats.

The barrage protects the low lying 
areas of Launceston against sea 
level rise of up to 80cm.

 Greatly improved aesthetic 
presentation of the upper reaches 
will attract more retirees and families 
to establish in the valley.

*NERA Economic Consulting –
February 2013.                                                                             

KPMG  - June 2014.  
CDM Smith – February 2014.

The 415 hectares of the imported 
pest Rice Grass in the middle 
reaches will die off over time in 
freshwater and the banks will be 
restored to their natural habitats and 
river access amenity restored to pre 
Rice Grass levels.

The water table level in Invermay 
may be managed at a constant level 
by controlling the lake level.

With an expected 24 to 48 hours' 
notice of expected flood flows from 
the catchment, the flood gates would 
be opened to lower the level of the 
lake to provide a large buffer which 
would reduce flood levels in 
Launceston for up to 200 year flood 
events.

keY economic 
BeneFitS*

enVironmentaL 
imPactS

 keY technicaL 
BeneFitS

agricultural 
irrigation Potential FishSilt management

tourism Birds
Freshwater Supply

Wetlands

Sea Level rise

Lifestyle Living

rice grassinvermay Water 
table

Flood mitigation

• 	856	Jobs	in	the	construction	phase•
• 	844	jobs	per	annum	over	the	first	15	years	of	operations

$330000	Million	per	annum	in	additional	GSP	(value	added)	for
an	investment	of	around	$550000	Million.*

residential and 
ccoommmmeerrcciiaall  llaanndd  vvaalluueess

GGrreeeenn  HHyyddrrooggeenn  PPrroodduuccttiioonn
Hydrogen and other 
industrialdevelopments  at Bell Bay 
with freshwater fed directly from the 
lake.  

Join the Tamar Action Group for regular email updates. Go to tamaractiongroup.org.au or visit the Tamar Lake website.

The project will pay for itself from the sale of freshwater in the Tamar Valley for 
Green Hydrogen Production and irrigation projects.

•

PLEASE

Show your support for action - tamaractiongroup.org.au

FIX THE MUD!
Tamar Action Group

PLEASE

65149_tamar river action group sticker.indd   165149_tamar river action group sticker.indd   1 16/12/20   4:46 pm16/12/20   4:46 pm

Show your support for action - tamaractiongroup.org.au

RICE GRASS!
FIX THE

Tamar Action Group

PLEASE

I  THE TAMAR
...and i vote!

65926 - Tamar Bumper Sticker Update Final.indd   165926 - Tamar Bumper Sticker Update Final.indd   1 9/8/21   12:54 pm9/8/21   12:54 pm
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Landscape & Slashing Supplies
SCOTCON

Phone: 0418 133 374 Email: scotcon1@bigpond.com

The MS Walk Run + Roll 
is to be held at Inveresk 
Precinct, Launceston on 
Sunday 29th May 2022. The 
event is held by MS Austra-
lia and aims to raise much 
needed funds to support 
Australians living with mul-
tiple sclerosis.  

MS Australia is a not-for-
profit organisation that 
supports research and poli-
cy improvements related to 
multiple sclerosis. The MS 
Walk Run + Roll fundrais-
ing event celebrates the re-
silience and diversity of the 

multiple sclerosis communi-
ty. Participants can sign up 
solo, with a furry friend, or 
with a whole team to walk, 
run, or roll through the 
4.5km or 9km courses and 
support Australians living 
with the condition. With a 
fundraising goal of $30,000 
the event is a day out for 
everybody to support a 
worthwhile cause.

A lifelong auto-immune 
condition, multiple sclero-
sis (MS) is a chronic, often 
progressive disease which 
affects the nerve cells of the 
central nervous system. The 
myelin sheath – which can 
be understood as electrical 

insulation which protects 
nerves – is attacked by the 
immune system causing 
scar tissue to form on the 
impacted nerves. These scar 
tissues are referred to as 
‘sclerosis’. 

Affecting the brain and spi-
nal cord, MS is typified by 
numbness in limbs, tremors, 
and nerve pain that can feel 
like pins-and-needles or 
electric-shocks. 

As the disease progresses 
it can affect vision (via the 
optic nerves), gait, speech, 
continence, mental health, 
and praxis. While the causes 
of MS are not yet fully 

known, is it suggested that a 
combination of genetics and 
environmental factors may 
be primary contributors. 

People with a family history 
of the disease are at higher 
risk of developing MS, as 
well as people who have ex-
perienced particular infec-
tions such as Epstein-Barr. 
Other potential contributing 
factors are vitamin D defi-
ciency, thyroid disease, type 
1 diabetes, and smoking.  
While the onset of MS can 
manifest at any age, symp-
toms typically appear in 
people aged between 20 and 
40 years old, with women 
being more than twice as 

likely to be affected. 

While remission of symp-
toms is possible, many 
persons with MS suffer from 
what is referred as relaps-
ing-remitting MS and these 
reprieves from pain can be 
short lived. Current treat-
ments are primarily aimed 
at reducing nerve inflamma-
tion and mitigating symp-
toms but, as yet there is no 
known cure for MS. 

Funds raised through the 
Walk Run + Roll event will 
be used to improve the 
quality of life for people 
with MS, going towards 
supporting MS Connect 

(MS Australia’s free helpline 
which provides information 
and advice and links to MS 
services), the MS Nurse 
Advisor and Social Work 
Advisor Services, and the 
MS Education and Wellbe-
ing webinar to better under-
stand multiple sclerosis. 

The MS Walk Run + Roll 
Launceston will be held 
at Inveresk Precinct, 
Invermay on Sunday 29 
May 2022. 

Register at: www.mswalk.
org.au/event/launceston 

For more information vis-
it: www.mswalk.org.au 

Emily Stratton
Community Reporter

Registrations for the MS Walk Run 
+ Roll are Now Open
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Are you ready to talk about
your hearing?

sound audiological advice
a flexible service with 3 sites and
home visits
great value and excellent client
care
an option for everyone

At Tamar Hearing we offer

We provide hearing services for
Government-funded adult clients
(pensioners), private clients and NDIS
clients. Phone Sarah now!

Call TAMAR HEARING on
0498 652 127      
 www.tamarhearing.com

Clinics at Longford, Summerhill, and
Legana

The state government are 
now a step closer to deliv-
ering the next generation of 
health services for northern 
Tasmania, with the finali-
sation of the Memorandum 
of Understanding between 
the Tasmanian Government 
and Calvary to deliver a 
private hospital co-located 
with the Launceston Gener-
al Hospital (LGH).

“The documents signed to-
day include a Project Devel-
opment Agreement (PDA) 
and a contract for the sale of 
land at 52 Frankland Street 
to Calvary with a covenant 
that requires the land is 
used to deliver health ser-
vices, and that an enclosed 
walkway bridge is built to 
connect the two hospitals” 
said Jeremy Rockliff, Tasma-
nian Premier and Minister 
for Health. 

“Co-locating the Calvary 
Private Hospital adjacent to 
the LGH will deliver a range 
of benefits to the North-
ern community including 
by helping to attract and 
retain health professionals, 
including specialists to the 
region, to support improved 
delivery of health services.”

“The new private hospital 
will deliver additional and 
complementary services to 
support and reduce pres-
sure on the LGH, with 128 
inpatient beds and 40 day 
patient beds, 10 operating 
theatres as well as special-
ised facilities for oncology, 
and two cardiac catheterisa-
tion labs.”

Services will include general 
medical and surgical ser-
vices, as well as gastrointes-
tinal, cardiology, oncology, 
mental health, gynaecology, 
radiology and pathology, 
palliative care, and an ex-
tended hours GP clinic.

“The signing of the Agree-
ment and the land sale con-
tract finalises negotiations 
that initially began in 2017, 
and more recently involved 
several months of consul-
tation and negotiations 
between the Department of 
Health and Calvary. Impor-
tantly this included detailed 
discussions with key health 
sector stakeholders about 
services and capacity to 
ensure the best balance of 
service delivery between the 
LGH and the new private 
hospital.”

The co-located private hos-
pital is expected to deliver 
a $130 million investment 
into Launceston and sup-
port more than 1,000 direct 
and indirect jobs during 
construction.

The Department of Health 
and Calvary will now move 
to finalise a detailed Ser-
vices Agreement, based on 
the agreed principles which 
are set out in the Project 
Development Agreement. 
The Services Agreement will 
provide for private patient 
admissions on a 24/7 basis, 
giving greater flexibility 
in patient transfers and 
bed utilisation which will 
improve access and patient 
flow at the LGH. 

Calvary will also work to 
secure the necessary devel-
opment approvals and other 
conditions that are required 
prior to the land transfer. 

Assuming all conditions are 
achieved within anticipated 
timeframes, construction is 
expected to begin in early 
2024, with a project comple-
tion date in early 2026.

Launceston co-located 
private hospital a step 
closer

The West Tamar Coun-
cil is participating in the 
State Government’s Local 
Government Board Review 
which has an agreed scope 
and established road map 
that needs to be followed.

One of the main aims of 
the review is to consider 
the roles and functions that 
should be delivered by local 
government in Tasmania.

The proposed submission by 
City of Launceston has the 
potential to distract every-
one from this very import-
ant aspect of the review as 
it is being seen as a revenue 
grab without understanding 
the impacts this could have 
on the broader northern 
region. What Launceston 
has created is uncertainty 
for the 850 plus northern 
Tasmanian Council em-
ployees. Until the roles and 
functions of local govern-
ment are better understood, 
it is premature to talk about 
boundary adjustments 

which shouldn’t be played 
out in the media at this early 
stage.

City of Launceston’s draft 
submission talks about the 
uniqueness of Launceston 
as a city. The reality is that 
they don’t have to compete 
with adjacent cities in being 
the main retail, professional, 
health and major events 
centre for the northern 
region, drawing people from 
neighbouring Councils and 
much further afield. Their 
spending puts money into 
Launceston’s facilities and 
businesses which is why 
they exist. This happens 
in every region and state 
across the country.

“Every region works on the 
basis of interdependence 
and our region is an excel-
lent example of this,” Mayor 
Holmdahl said. “There is 
no doubt that people who 
live in the surrounding 
councils look to the City of 
Launceston for many things, 

however that is a two-way 
street in which City of 
Launceston also looks to its 
neighbours for sustainability 
and vibrancy. This is a nor-
mal and common situation, 
it’s the interdependence of 
the region.”

“Our council has a good un-
derstanding of the local area 
and contributes appropri-
ately to the fabric, amenity 
and infrastructure of the 
West Tamar and the wider 
northern region by provid-
ing state level recreation fa-
cilities, modern community 
and health hubs, a regional 
standard museum and her-
itage centre, and numerous 
local facilities. Our council 
is not against reform, but 
any change needs to be 
substantiated and in the best 
interests of our residents 
and ratepayers.”

West Tamar Council con-
cerned about City of 
Launceston’s Proposed 
Local Government Board 
Review Submission
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QUALIFIED ARBORISTS FREE QUOTES

TREE REMOVAL

TREE PRUNING

MECHANICAL
MULCHING/SLASHING

6339 6161
HSTTREESPECIALISTS.COM.AU

Intelligent Vegetation Solutions

By Andrew Lovitt, Chair 
of the Tamar Action 
Group

The kanamaluka/Tamar is 
set to influence this month’s 
Federal Election.  How 
much influence is seen by 
many as critical as to who 
wins the seat of Bass.  It is 
likely to be the most ‘swing-
ing’ issue in Bass.   Concern 
for the Tamar, and calls for 
action, are coming from 
many parts of the commu-
nity, generally cutting across 
‘Party lines’.
 
If Bass changes hands, as it 
has over many elections, it 
may well mean a change in 
the National Government.
 
So, what are the issues with 
the Tamar?  
 
The most frequent com-
plaint is a ‘lack of action’, 
almost irrespective of the 
problem.   The Tamar gets a 

lot of ‘lip service’ and politi-
cians on all sides claim they 
‘care about the Tamar’ - but 
continually leave it in the 
‘too hard basket’.
 
The problems (and oppor-
tunities) can, and should, 
be looked at ‘one by one’.   
But the first problem is the 
‘jumble in the too-hard-
basket’ that makes it easy 
for confusion and misin-
formation about possible 
solutions.
 
Prior to the 2019 Federal 
election a poll by the Exam-
iner found “The health of 
the kanamaluka Tamar was 
overwhelmingly the no.1 
concern”.    A similar poll 
was done in 2016 (again 
prior to a Federal Election) 
which resulted in a full front 
page devoted to “Our River, 
Our Future”.  
 
In the last 2 years the Tamar 
Action Group (TAG) has 

run the “Fix the Mud”, “Fix 
the Rice Grass” and “Fix the 
Flood Risk” campaigns.  It 
would be safe to say that 
frustration with the Tamar 
is likely at an all-time high.
 
Let’s now look at the prob-
lems: 
1. The build-up of the 
mud in the upper reach-
es.   The Seaport Marina, a 
lynch pin for tourism in the 
Tamar Valley, is becoming 
progressively unusable.   
Historical activities such as 
swimming, fishing, sailing 
and rowing are being lost to 
new generations.   Tourists 
coming to Tasmania for 
a ‘pristine environments’ 
are shocked at the very 
‘non-pristine’ gateway of 
Launceston.    In 2019 a 
Government Department 
said, in effect, nothing can 
be done.  “Learn to love the 
mud flats”.
Yet there is a solution!  It 
only needs a government 

with vision and courage. 
 
2. The 30 km of 
weed-infestation (rice grass) 
in the mid-reaches.  
Most of us have seen the 
photos from the 1930s and 
40s where people who lived 
on the Tamar could swim 
off, or walk along, beaches.   
It could easily happen again 
if a government showed 
vision and courage.   There 
is a solution!  
 
3. The Environmental 
disaster along most of the 
river.

Breeding grounds and 
habitat for wildlife has been 
progressively destroyed by 
the rice grass and other pol-
lutants trapped in the tidal 
movements.   A columnist 
in the Examiner, a former 
Minister, described the 
Tamar as ‘a toilet that can-
not flush itself ’.  The Parks & 
Wildlife website documents 

how the introduced rice 
grass out-competes native 
flora and fauna.  It adds 
“The Tamar Estuary has one 
of the world’s largest infesta-
tions of rice grass”.
 
Yet there is a solution!   The 
rice grass could be eliminat-
ed and turned into fertilis-
er – and the tidal pollu-
tion-trapping movements 
tamed - if a government has 
vision and courage.
 
4. ‘Climate change’ 
is bringing more flood risk 
to Launceston due to rising 
sea levels and more extreme 
weather events.
 
We need flood protection, 
soon.  The lessons of SA, 
Qld and NSW are all too 
obvious.   We don’t want 
to become the next city 
devastated.   We don’t want 
another 1929 flood (which 
would go over the existing 
levees).

Yet there is a solution in 
vastly improved flood 
mitiagation!   At virtually 
no cost, if a government has 
the vision & courage.
 
5. The solution is 
well known, and it isn’t even 
radical.
 
Around the world there are 
dozens of low-profile bar-
rages such as per the photo 
on page 9.
 
Fresh water is on the top 
side, marine water below.  
Water is readily available 
to the Hydrogen project,  
for Irrigation & piping to 
Melbourne to help their 
water shortages.  Tides are 
tamed due to the river wide 
gates.  Boat locks and fish 
ladders are a universal part 
of barrages.  
The rice grass dies off in 
freshwater.  
 
6. But isn’t it expen-

OPINION: Failure  

ABOVE: Rice grass has infested the East Tamar, narrowing the river, 
destroying wetlands.

LEFT: The Seaport Marina, becoming progressively unusable. 

BELOW: The Tamar - getting worse since dredging & raking were 
stopped.   It’s muddy toxic & ugly at low tides.  Wading birds are 
disappearing.
PHOTOS: Supplied
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Red Rocket Framing
Quality custom picture framing and

printing services

63 West Tamar Highway, Exeter

Opening Hours:
Monday-Friday: 9am-5pm
Saturday: 9am-12pm

(03) 6706 9920 or 0452 231 758

Horsepower Agriculture
Farming and Agricultural Contracting since 2007

Silage & Hay (Round and
Square Baling)
Post ramming and Fencing
Spreading & Spraying 

Heavy Off set discing
Multi-Discing with Air
Seeder
All Slashing
Direct Drilling
Contact:

Andrew Brunacci - Owner
Phone: 0417 127 683
Email: horsepowerag@hotmail.com

 

sive? 
 
No, the project can be 
100% paid for by the sale 
of water sales.   There is 
no cost to taxpayers.   The 
Government will actually 
get an annual dividend as 
it does from TT Line and 

the Hydro.  These GBEs 
borrow the money, pay it 
back and go on to make a 
profit which can come back 
to more investment in other 
state infrastructure.
 
The by-products of fixing 
the mud, the rice grass and 

the flood risk come at no 
extra cost.
 
7. But how can we 
convince a government to 
invest in this?
 
It’s easy.   Just vote for the 
Political Party that you 

think has the best policy 
toward the Tamar … a 
reflection of their vision and 
courage!
 
The Tamar Action Group 
has asked all the political 
parties for their policies 
toward the Tamar.   We will 

publish an analysis of them 
10-12 days prior the Federal 
Election in a brochure and 
on our website.
 
The Tamar Action Group 
is non-political, non-prof-
it and pro-environmen-
tal.  We are dearly hoping 

for policies that are ‘pro 
the Tamar’.

This will happen if you 
speak up – via a bumper 
sticker, talking to friends, 
or signing our petition at 
tamaractiongroup.org.au

on the Tamar

ABOVE: Around the world there are dozens of low-profile barrages such as per the photo of this one of an estuary in France. Fresh water is on the top side, marine water 
below.  Water is readily available to the Hydrogen project,  for Irrigation & piping to Melbourne to help their water shortages.  Tides are tamed due to the river wide 
gates.  Boat locks and fish ladders are a universal part of barrages. (PHOTO: SUPPLIED)

UPPER-LEFT: Rice grass spreading in the Gravelly 
Beach area.   This was once a beach where you could 
walk and swim.   It can be again.

BELOW: This bumper sticker, and the ones for ‘Fix the 
Mud’ and ‘Fix the Rice Grass’ available from Seaport 
restaurants and coffee shops

PHOTOS: SUPPLIED
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List your local
event for FREE!
Visit events.tamarvalleynews.com.au

New Events Calendar helps 
publicise Tamar Valley events

Hyperlocal Media, which 
owns and operates Tam-
ar Valley News, have just 
launched a new events cal-
endar for the Tamar Valley 
in an attempt to support 

local event organisers, and 
encourage Tamar Valley 
residents and visitors to get 
out and experience all that 
the region has to offer. 

Zac Lockhart, the Managing 
Director of Hyperlocal Me-
dia, said the calendar would 
offer local event organisers 
a way to publish their events 
at no cost. 

“The new events calendar 
will be entirely free to use, 
both for users wishing to 
find local events, and for 
event organisers wanting to 
publicise their event.” 

“It’s been a difficult time 
for event organisers since 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
first began in 2019, so we’re 
excited to be able to support 
these important local events 
moving forward, as well as 
supporting local residents 
and visitors to find events 
happening in the region,” 
said Mr Lockhart.

The interruptions caused 
by the pandemic didn’t 
just effect event organisers 
though, with communi-
ty members also feeling 
increasingly isolated and 
disconnected from their 
local community. 

“Attending local events is a 
great way to stay connected 
with your local community 
and see some of the great 
things the region has to 
offer, and as a local busi-
ness we are committed to 
connecting brands, busi-
nesses and communities, 
so it makes sense to us that 
we offer this service, and we 

look forward to working to-
gether with event organisers 
and attendees to continue 
to make improvements and 
add new features over time.” 

Events can be submitted to 
the calendar online, with 
events then added to the 
online calendar publicly, as 
well as a selection of events 
being published in a new 
section of Tamar Valley 
News each month in both 
the print and digital edition. 

Tamar Valley residents and 
visitors are encouraged to 
check the website regularly 
to stay up to date with local 
events and encourage local 
event organisers to submit 
their events to the calendar 
to avoid missing out.  

To find local events, 
or list your event for 
free, visit events.
tamarvalleynews.com.au 
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Across

Fully owned (4-3)9

Musical entertainment (7)10

Carried on (9)11

Elevate (5)12

Hero type (4,5)13

Storage centre (5)15

Controversial WA settlement 
between Lancelin and Cervantes 
(5,6)

16

Person used as one's excuse (5)20

Institution for abandoned children (9)22

Prague resident (5)24

Asian ---, a shorebird seen in 
summer in the North (9)

25

Energetic (7)26

Bigger than the rest (7)27

Down

Discriminating diner (7)1

--- Murphy, radical judge (6)2

Swore (8)3

Nuclear point of detonation (6,4)4

Cricket World Cupper --- Hogg (4)5

Beat the goalie (6)6

Bare (8)7

Canadian oil province (7)8

Olympic gold-winning Hockeyroo 
forward (4,6)

14

Undermine (8)16

Interconnecting devices (8)17

Series of waterfalls (7)18

Rues (7)19

Residence-based (2-4)21

Former tennis Grand Slammer ---
John Cooper (6)

23

Evade (4)25
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ND

C
18
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19

A
20
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21

O
22
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23

GE
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C
24

ZECHD
25

OWITCHER
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D
26
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27
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10

11 12

13 14 15

16 17

18 19

20 21 22 23

24 25

26 27

Answers
(Turn page upside down)

A guy goes in for a job interview and sits down 
with the boss. The boss asks him, “What do you 
think is your worst quality?”
The man says “I’m probably too honest.”
The boss says, “That’s not a bad thing, I think 
being honest is a good quality.”
The man replies, “I don’t care what you think!”

Why couldn’t the toilet paper cross the road? 
Because it got stuck in a crack.

What does a vegan zombie like to eat? 
Graaains.

I stayed up all night and tried to figure out where 
the sun was. Then it dawned on me.

What did the full glass say to the empty glass? 
You look drunk.

Why did the birthday boy wrap himself in pa-
per?  He wanted to live in the present.

Jokes

A farmer went to a market and bought a wolf, a goat, and a cabbage. On his way home, 
the farmer came to the bank of a river and rented a boat. But crossing the river by boat, 
the farmer could carry only himself and a single one of his purchases: the wolf, the goat, 
or the cabbage. If left unattended together, the wolf would eat the goat, or the goat would 
eat the cabbage. The farmer’s challenge was to carry himself and his purchases to the far 

bank of the river, leaving each purchase intact. How did he do it?

The farmer takes seven trips over—here are his steps:

1. Take the goat over, 2.Return, 3. Take the wolf or cabbage over, 4. Return with the goat, 5. Take the cabbage 
or wolf over, 6. Return, 7. Take goat over

Answer
(Turn page upside down)

Riddle

TAMAR TAXIS
Our Drivers are available for you to contact:

Riverside to Rosevears: 0419 130 524
Rosevears to Greens Beach: 0408 144 532

Please call our drivers
for any enquiries,
quotes or bookings. 

All cabs fitted with a defibrillator for added safety

Miss-a-sippy cafe 
Located in Grindelwald Swiss Village

Phone: 0400 134 560

Open 9am-5pm
7 days!

616 W Tamar Hwy, Legana

Open 7 Days
Monday - Saturday 

11am - 9pm

Sunday 11am - 8pm

Phone: 0472631001

Your business could be here...
Visit www.TamarValleyNews.com.au/Advertise
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Liberals pledge Port Dalrymple 
slipway upgrade if re-elected

A re-elected Federal Liberal 
Government will invest 
$125,000 to upgrade the 
Port Dalrymple Yacht Club 
slipway facility. 

Federal Member for Bass 
Bridget Archer said she has 
worked closely with the 
Yacht Club and understands 
the important service the 

slipway provides to its 270 
members and the broader 
boating community. 

“The upgrading of commu-
nity infrastructure such as 
the Port Dalrymple slipway 
is all part of my plan for 
Bass,” Ms Archer said. 

“This piece of infrastruc-

ture is used by vessels from 
across the Tamar Valley and 
further afield to conduct an-
ti-fouling and maintenance 
work.

“It is a critical public good 
that saves our passionate 
sailors and boaters time 
and money, and ensures 
that the local community 

can continue to enjoy the 
great Australian pastime of 
getting out on the water. 

“The Yacht Club came to me 
with a proposal to improve 
the slipway and ensure that 
contamination is not mak-
ing its way into our beauti-
ful Tamar River. 

“They want to do the right 
thing, and our govern-
ment is backing them in to 
ensure they can continue to 
provide this critical service 
while protecting our envi-
ronment. 

“This investment will ensure 
that the slipway can comply 
with Environmental Protec-

tion Agency guidelines and 
improve water quality in the 
Tamar River estuary. 

“I look forward to working 
with the Yacht Club and the 
Tasmanian Government 
to upgrade this important 
piece of community infra-
structure.”

ABOVE: Bridget with Glen Cornish (Rear Commodore) and Barrie McIndoe (Vice Commodore) from the Port Dalrymple Yacht Club (PHOTO: Supplied)

Council moves to support those sleeping rough
The City of Launceston will  
begin the roll out of fully 
serviced portable toilets, 
portable shower units, bins 
and waste management ser-
vices at designated locations 
across the city, to provide 
dignity to those sleeping 
rough.

Following discussions with 
members of Launceston’s 
homeless community at its 
most recent Council meet-
ing, the City of Launceston 
has moved to implement a 
range of short-term assis-
tance initiatives as winter 
approaches.

Launceston Mayor Albert 
van Zetten said the Coun-
cil would also transition 
its existing Homelessness 
Response Committee to a 
formal Council Committee 
and had commenced an 
audit of Council-owned 
infrastructure to identify 
potential spaces for service 
providers to utilise in the 
provision of support initia-
tives.

“The City of Launceston 
is committed to playing 
a constructive role in the 
provision of short, medium 
and long-term solutions for 
the homeless community, 

in collaboration with other 
tiers of government and key 
stakeholders,” Mayor van 
Zetten said.

“In coming days the Coun-
cil will also meet with the 
State Government to learn 
how the Council and the 
Government can collaborate 
to take action on this critical 
issue ahead of winter.

“I’m personally hopeful of 
seeing the State Govern-
ment take steps — as it has 
in Hobart in recent years 
— to provide additional 
crisis beds for those sleeping 
rough, and to begin consid-

eration of a dedicated crisis 
accommodation facility in 
Northern Tasmania.

“The City of Launceston has 
worked to source a range of 
temporary infrastructure for 
use by those sleeping rough, 
including portable toilets, 
shower units and rubbish 
bins.

 “The roll-out will begin in 
key locations next week, and 
will continue over coming 
weeks.

“In addition, Council-man-
aged public toilets in some 
areas will remain open 

overnight.

“Our immediate goal is to 
provide basic amenities 
to those who are sleeping 
rough, and to work with 
service providers to assist 
people to find permanent 
accommodation options.”

Launceston Deputy Mayor 
Danny Gibson said home-
lessness was a multidimen-
sional challenge and all tiers 
of government had a role 
to play.

“I’m pleased the City of 
Launceston has been able 
to act quickly in response 

to the concerns of service 
providers and the homeless 
community to implement 
some short-term solutions,” 
Cr Gibson said.

“The equipment we will 
begin rolling out next week 
will provide a level of digni-
ty to people sleeping rough 
as the City of Launceston 
continues to progress this 
issue with other tiers of 
government and key stake-
holders.”



LET'S 
CONNECT!
It's time to grow your business...

Digital Marketing
Website Design
Digital Media 

Real Estate Media (including floorplans)
Videography 
Photography 
Aerial Photography & Videography

SEO Optimisation 
Advertising 

Hyperlocal Media are your LOCAL marketing experts, with
a growing team of professionals based in the Tamar
Valley.  Call us today for a no-obligation chat about how
we can work with you!

1300 104 402
hyperlocalmedia.com.au

At Hyperlocal Media, we believe in the power of connected
people. That’s why we’ve curated our services with a
mission to Connect Brands, Businesses & Communities.
Our range of services include: 
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SAUNDERS

DENTURE &

MOUTHGUARD

CLINIC

39a Brisbane St.

GREAT WORK 

ISN’T ALWAYS

MEANT TO BE 

NOTICED
We take great pride in our work at

Saunders Denture & Mouthguard Clinic,

but we appreciate that patient confi dence 

is important and when it comes to dentures, 

the end result should be a natural beaming 

smile that your friends and family won’t see 

as anything but your own.

Specialist Mouthguards are individually 

moulded and hand-crafted for adults and 

children. Wearing a professionally fi tted 

mouthguards helps prevent damage to

teeth during sport and training activities.
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Under New Management

Saunders Denture Clinic welcomes 
Registered Dental Prosthetist Tony 
Lombardo.
 
Commencing weekly visits to George 
Town and Beaconsfield for all your 
denture and mouth guard requirements.
 
Phone for Appointments 6331 4168 Be Seen!

Grow your business, and support local journalism! 
 

Email advertising@hyperlocalmedia.com.au or visit
www.TamarValleyNews.com.au/advertise to learn more!

UTAS Study Finds Greater Understanding of 
Risk Factors Needed
Emily Stratton
Community Reporter

A recent University of Tas-
mania study has found that 
the risk factors for bowel 
cancer are often ignored due 
to lack of awareness.

The study, which surveyed 
a sample of 3703 Tasma-
nians, found that only five 
out of ten respondents 
were aware that a sedentary 
lifestyle, excessive alcohol 
consumption, and having 
diabetes increases the risk 
of developing bowel cancer. 
Despite this, nine out of ten 
respondents were aware that 
having a close relative who 
has suffered from bowel 
cancer increases the chances 
of developing the disease. 

Other risk factors include 
having experienced an 
inflammatory bowel disease, 
such as ulcerative colitis or 
Crohn’s disease, having had 

adenomas (a type of polyp) 
in the bowel, being obese, 
poor diet, and smoking.

“How aware Tasmanians are 
about bowel cancer risk fac-
tors, symptoms and screen-
ing is not clear and was the 
main reason we undertook 
the survey,” said Dr Simone 
Lee, public health research-
er at the UTAS Centre for 
Rural Health. 

“Limited awareness of es-
tablished bowel cancer risk 
factors such as low physical 
activity levels and increased 
alcohol consumption are 
concerning but not surpris-
ing.”

“While most people would 
say that moving more and 
drinking less alcohol is good 
for their health, they do not 
necessarily make the con-
nection with bowel cancer 
prevention.”

Statistics published by Can-
cer Australia show that an 
estimated 15,540 Austra-
lians were diagnosed with 
some form of bowel cancer 
in 2021, comprising 10% 
of all new cancer diagnoses 
and 11% of cancer related 
deaths in that year. 

“We know that Tasmania 
has the highest levels of 
bowel cancer in Australia, 
but we’re not sure why, said 
Dr Lee. 

The symptoms of bowel 
cancer are clearly defined, 
though many may be 
indicative of other condi-
tions. People experiencing 
changes in bowel habits, 
abdominal pain or bloating, 
unexplained weight loss, or 
abnormally low energy lev-
els are encouraged to speak 
with their GP or a health 
professional. 

“If bowel cancer is found 

early, over 90% of patients 
can be successfully treated 
and unlike other cancers, 
there is a lot we can do 
to avoid a diagnosis. It is 
a highly preventable and 
treatable condition if caught 
early,” Dr Lee said.

“If detected early, the chance 
of successful treatment and 
long-term survival improves 
significantly. Detection and 
treatment at Stage 1 results 
in a 98% chance of relative 
survival after five years,” 
agreed Cancer Council Tas-
mania CEO, Penny Egan.

“Between 2013 and 2017, 
Tasmanians had the highest 
age-standardised incidence 
rate for bowel cancer in the 
nation,” Ms Egan said. 

“But the five-year survival 
rate for all Tasmanians with 
colorectal cancer diagnosed 
in 2013-2017 was 71.6%, 
which showed marked im-

provement from the 46.6% 
seen for colorectal cancers 
diagnosed in 1988-1992.”

“One of the reasons for 
increased rates of detection 
can be attributed to the high 
number of Tasmanians who 
participate in the national 
Bowel Cancer Screening 
program. Tasmania has the 
highest participation rate 
at 49% - equal with South 
Australia. But this also 
indicates that 51% of those 
invited to participate are not 
taking the test.”

Australians are invited to 
screen under the national 
Bowel Cancer Screening 
Program when they enter 
a higher-risk demograph-
ic at 50, with recurrent 
invitations every two years 
between the ages of 50 – 74. 

Bowel cancer detection kits 
are used at home and then 
sent to a lab to be analysed. 

Participation is optional.
People who are not within 
the age range of 50 – 74 
years but are concerned 
about bowel cancer are 
encouraged to speak with 
their GP who can advise re-
garding other bowel cancer 
screening kits available. 

For more information 
visit: www.health.gov.au 
or speak with your GP or 
health care provider.

The City of Launceston has 
advertised an Expressions 
of Interest process for local 
hospitality businesses to 
take part in a trial of a por-
table outdoor dining deck.

 Thanks to a $50,000 ‘Ready 
for Business’ grant program 
— supported by the Tasma-
nian Government through 
the Department of State 
Growth — the trial will see 
a dining deck constructed 
to provide outdoor dining 
facilities in areas where it 
has not previously been 

possible. 

Businesses registering their 
interest in the trial will be 
assessed against a range 
of criteria in order for the 
Council to select the suc-
cessful trial participant or 
participants. 

Launceston Mayor Al-
bert van Zetten said the 
12-month trial would 
provide data on usage, 
economic activity, and street 
vibrancy, as well as identify 
challenges and opportu-

nities for future parklet 
projects.  

“While there are currently 
more than 60 businesses 
offering outdoor dining 
options in Launceston, 
there are some areas where 
outdoor dining has not pre-
viously been possible due 
to a lack of footpath space,” 
Mayor van Zetten said. 

“The portable dining deck 
project seeks to address this 
by trialling a deck which 
will be located in an on-

street parking space.

“We hope this will be a 
learning project for North-
ern Tasmanian hospitality 
businesses to better under-
stand the opportunities and 
challenges of parklet style 
street additions, and provide 
an evidence base we can 
all learn from,” Mayor van 
Zetten said. 

“While Launceston boasts 
a wide array of businesses 
with outdoor dining — 
including cafes, restaurants 

and takeaway shops — there 
are opportunities for us 
to boost economic activ-
ity and vibrancy through 
reimagining the way we use 
infrastructure like parking 
spaces.  

“The trial will provide 
insights into how to support 
hospitality businesses to 
deliver on a more vibrant 
city for all. 

“We’re very interested to see 
the appetite from hospitality 
businesses to be part of the 

trial, and we look forward to 
businesses submitting their 
Expressions of Interest.”

 Information on the 
Expressions of Interest 
process can be found 
at www.launceston.tas.
gov.au/Business-and-
Development/On-Street-
Trading 

Submissions will close at 
9am on Monday, May 23.

Prefer
to read
online?

Expressions of Interest called for dining 
deck trial
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The Queen Victoria 
Museum and Art Gallery 
has launched a new online 
community survey, asking 
locals and visitors what 
they would like to see more 
of at QVMAG.

The survey explores the 
visitation habits of visitors, 
modes of transport to and 
from the Art Gallery at 
Royal Park and the Muse-
um at Inveresk, alongside 
collating feedback on 
public programs, exhibition 
themes, and more.

Launceston Mayor Al-
bert van Zetten said the 
community survey would 
produce important insights 
into what the Northern Tas-
manian community would 
like to see at QVMAG.

‘We’re always eager to hear 
from our community about 
what they would like to 
see more of, what’s work-

ing well and where we can 
make enhancements to the 
QVMAG offering,’ Mayor 
van Zetten said.

‘This community survey 
is a great opportunity for 
our locals and visitors to 
share what they enjoy about 
QVMAG, and what they 
would like to see more of in 
the future.’

City of Launceston General 
Manager of Creative Arts 
and Cultural Services Shane 
Fitzgerald said the survey 
would support a clear line 
of communication be-
tween Northern Tasmanian 
communities, tourists and 
QVMAG.

‘It’s important to create a 
direct communication link 
to our community through 
surveys such as this, as it 
allows us to understand 
broader interest themes 
of our community and, 

as a result, offer new and 
immersive community 
experiences through our 
annual programs,’ Mr Fitz-
gerald said.

‘Our survey will be open 
for a six week period, and 
we encourage everyone 
to join the discussion and 
share their interests, ideas 
and suggestions with us.

‘All information shared 
will support the develop-
ment of new exhibitions, 
programs and experiences 
at QVMAG for locals and 
tourists visiting Launces-
ton, which is quite exciting.’

The survey is available at 
the City of Launceston’s 
community engagement 
platform Your Voice Your 
Launceston at www.
yourvoiceyourlaunces 
ton.com.au until Friday 
27 May, 2022.

QVMAG seeks feed-
back to shape future 
exhibitions

Water Sales for the 
24,500-megalitre Tamar 
Irrigation Scheme officially 
launched in April, marking 
another important step 
towards construction.

Water Sales for the $290 
million Tamar infrastruc-
ture project will enable 
Tasmanian Irrigation to de-
termine the exact demand 
from landowners.

Minister for Primary 
Industries and Water, Jo 
Palmer stated the Tasma-
nian Liberal Government 
are continuing to invest in 
irrigation and water surety 
to support the State’s boom-
ing agriculture sector.

“I was delighted to join 
Tasmanian Irrigation CEO 
Andrew Kneebone, Tamar 
Irrigation Scheme project 
manager Josh Marshall, 
Federal Member for 
Bass Bridget Archer and 
Hillwood Berries owner 
Robin Dornauf at the farm 
to launch the water sales 
process for the Scheme.”

It is estimated the Tamar 

Irrigation Scheme, once 
completed in 2025/26, will 
generate approximately 
411 full-time jobs and 205 
indirect jobs, and provide 
an economic benefit to Tas-
mania of $589 million.

Under the Preferred Op-
tion Design, there will be 
240kms of pipeline and five 
pump stations to service 
an area of 89,000 hectares 
spanning Westwood, Lega-
na, Beaconsfield, Rowella, 
Hillwood, Pipers River, 
Lilydale and Pipers Brook.

Tasmanian Irrigation Chief 
Executive Officer Andrew 
Kneebone said there had 
been a growing level of 
excitement and anticipation 
about the Tamar Irrigation 
Scheme, as landowners 
realised the economic bene-
fits of high-surety irrigation 
water being delivered to 
their properties.

“Tasmanian Irrigation has 
seen record levels of interest 
for many of the Tranche 
Three irrigation projects 
now under development, 
particularly in the Tamar.” 

Mr Kneebone said.

“We have farmers looking 
to double the area plant-
ed to berries, diversify 
into high-value fruit and 
vegetable crops, increase 
dairy production and boost 
stocking rates on the basis 
of reliable irrigation water.”

Tranche Three projects 
rolling out include the 
Don, Northern Midlands, 
Sassafras Wesley Vale and 
the estimated $370 million 
South East scheme, which 
will be the biggest irrigation 
project in Tasmania’s histo-
ry, expected to deliver more 
than 40,000 megalitres an-
nually, supporting a further 
estimated $150 million in 
on-farm investment, with 
the potential to create more 
than 2000 local jobs.

Water Sales will be 
open until June 6. 
Application forms can be 
downloaded at
www.
tasmanianirrigation.
com.au/schemes/tamar. 

Applications now open for Tamar 
Irrigation Scheme Water Sales
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Tales of the Tamar 
Around The Square- The Grove and Thomas Davies

Meetings are held on the 3rd Monday of the month, starting at 7.30 pm with most meetings held at The Grove in Elizabeth St.
 

The next meeting will be held on MONDAY, 16th May, starting at 7.30pm, at The Grove.
Current COVID conditions apply and all attendees are requested to wear a mask.

 
Speaker: Peter Cox - “Quarantine and the Middle Island Station”  

 
If there are any changes, members will be advised by email.

FOR UPDATES SEE:  George Town & District Historical Society Facebook Page.
www.facebook.com/George-Town-and-District-Historical-Society-1375090549395357/

Email info@gtdhs.com or Phone 6382 4412.

GEORGE TOWN & DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC.

By Peter Cox

Cimitiere Street, on the 
northern side of Regent 
Square, was originally 
reserved by Governor 
Macquarie for the residenc-
es of the most important 
people in his George Town. 
Facing the Square were the 
Chaplain’s house, the Com-
mandant’s cottage and the 
army Officers’ barracks, all 
of which were built between 
1819 and 1821. 

In the ‘angle of the Square’ 
lies The Grove, built in 
1834. While not part of 
Macquarie’s plan for George 
Town, The Grove’s Georgian 
appearance is today the only 
example of what Macquarie 
had planned for Cimitiere 
Street, the other buildings 
having disappeared many 
years ago.

An avenue of deciduous 
trees used to frame the 
view from inside the Square 
looking towards The Grove. 
One hopes that this view 
will one day be restored.

The Grove has been the 
home of many well-known 
George Town citizens over 
the 188 years of its exis-
tence. Probably the most 
famous was Thomas Davies. 
His residence there was only 
for 20 years, but during that 
time he made a huge mark 
on George Town and on 
Tasmania as a whole.

Thomas Davies was born at 

Beaconsfield in 1881. His 
father, Joseph was  the man-
ager of the Tasmania Mine 
and would continue in that 
role until his retirement in 
1909.  The Tasmania was the 
richest gold mine in Tasma-
nia. Under his management  
it  produced 18 tons of gold.
In 1890 Joseph Davies 
purchased The Grove and, 
although he still managed 
the mine, The Grove im-
mediately became his chief 
residence.

Thomas was educated at 
Launceston High School, 
which was a private boy’s 
school, not the State High 
School of later years.  On 
completion of his school 
years, he went to Ballarat 
School of Mines where he 
studied Mining, Engineer-
ing and Chemistry. He then 
spent 12 years working as 
metallurgist, assayer and 
researcher at  the Western 
Australian goldfields, in 
Melbourne and at mines in 
Europe, Asia and the United 
States. 

He was in London when the 
First World War broke out. 
He joined the British Army 
and served in France, Galli-
poli and Salonika in Greece. 
While on the French front 
he suffered from a gas 
attack, which would cause 
him health problems for the 
rest of his life. He rose to 
the rank of Major.  He also 
was awarded the Military 
Cross, which was presented 
to him by King George V at 

Buckingham Palace. After 
the war he served in Russia 
supporting the pro-Czarist 
Russians against the Bol-
sheviks.

In 1921 Thomas returned to 
George Town, accompanied 
by his new wife Lesley Wed-
more, from Belgium. She 
had been a dancer and Blue 
Cross charity worker. The 
couple moved in with his 
parents at The Grove. Joseph 
died in 1922 and Thomas 
inherited The Grove when 
his mother died in 1927.

Thomas, known by most 
as “Major Tom” became a 
sheep farmer, but his heart 
was in politics. In 1928 he 
unsuccessfully stood as a 
Labor Party candidate for 
the House of Assembly. He 
won a by-election in 1932 
and retained his seat in the 
1934 election, when the 
Labor Party was swept into 
office. In each of the three 
elections from 1934 to 1941 
he topped the poll for Bass.

The new Premier, Albert 
Ogilvie, gave a huge respon-
sibility to Tom, as Minister 
of Lands and Works, Min-
ister for Mines, and Min-
ister for administering the 
Hydro-electric Department. 
Among his responsibilities 
was that of providing em-
ployment through govern-
ment-funded construction 
schemes for those out of 
work. Major Tom made 
sure his constituents were 
not missed out. The George 

Town project was the con-
struction of a road to the 
lookout on Mount George.

 Another project was the 
creation of the Pioneer 
Avenue between Launces-
ton and Hobart. He worked 
closely with Alan Wardlaw, 
Louis Shoobridge and the 
Walker brothers, whose 
nursery grew a variety 
of trees from all over the 
world for the project.  Major 
Davies used his unemploy-
ment scheme to provide the 
labour force. From 1934 
to 1939 thousands of trees 
were sown and planted, 
many of them being spon-
sored by families in memo-
ry of their forebears. George 
Town was not forgotten. On 
Davies’ instruction, trees 
were planted in Regent 
Square and an avenue was 
formed along the foreshore 
between George Town and 
Low Head. 

Tom also took a keen inter-
est in the project to build an 
Olympic-size pool at York 

Rivulet. A dam with sluice 
gates was built at the mouth 
of the creek and the bottom 
was dug out to provide wa-
ter deep enough for a diving 
tower to be added.  The pool 
could be emptied as the tide 
fell and fresh water would 
fill the pool as the tide came 
in. The construction became 
an unemployed workers’ 
scheme with the Govern-
ment paying half the labour 
costs. The rest was covered 
by fund-raising. 

Some 3,500 people turned 
up for the opening of the 
pool on Boxing Day 1936. 
Major Davies himself 
performed the opening 
ceremony, after which he 
was pushed, fully clothed, 
into the pool to become offi-
cially the first to swim in it. 
The pool was a very popular 
attraction.
 In the years before the 
Second World War George 
Town was a popular holiday 
town, especially at Christ-
mas time. The newspaper 
social pages had many pho-

tos and jottings of Launces-
ton families picnicking on 
the bank beside the pool. 

Major Davies died suddenly 
on 12 September 1942. He 
collapsed with a heart attack 
while on his way to a ball at 
the George Town RSL Club 
and died soon after. A state 
funeral was held and he was 
buried in the George Town 
Cemetery next to his father.  

A memorial service was also 
held in Launceston and, and 
it was described as: “a sad 
day for all who knew the 
late Minister, it was partic-
ularly so for the people of 
George Town, for to them 
Major Davies had been 
much more than a prom-
inent public man. They 
grieved for a friend and 
confidant of all, one who 
had probably done more for 
his district than will ever be 
told, and who will be sorely 
missed in the town which 
he and his parents before 
him loved so dearly.”

TOP-LEFT: The Grove in George Town (PHOTO: Supplied GT&DHS) ABOVE: Major 
Davies and his wife (PHOTO: The Grove Collection - used with permission)
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