
FREE
April
2022

TamarValleyNews.com.au

Locally Owned & Operated
by Hyperlocal Media

Locally Owned & Operated by Hyperlocal Media - visit hyperlocalmedia.com.au

Mental Health Project takes off in 
George Town Read more on pages 6-7

A new project is being 
rolled out by Community 
Mental Health Australia 
(CMHA) in George Town 
this month, aimed at con-
necting community mem-
bers with mental health 
services. 

Funded by the Depart-
ment of Social Services, 
the Assisting Communities 
through Direct Connection 
(ACDC) Project is a free 
service that seeks to assist 
people with mental health 
and wellbeing facilities via 
‘People Connectors’ who 
will be going door-to-door 
to deliver information packs 
and let people know about 
the services available in 
their local area. 

“People should expect a 
kind hearted, active listener 
and someone who may be 
able to connect them to free 
services in the local com-
munity and even beyond,” 

George Town People Con-
nectors Lucinda Fleming 
and James Iniwounu said.
George Town is one of 20 
sites around Australia where 
the ACDC Project is active. 
The CMHA is working 
alongside local service 
provider Wellways to deliver 
area-specific information 
packs across April 2022. 

“The ACDC Project aims to 
address a serious problem 
with mental health services 
in Australia,” said CMHA 

CEO, Bill Gye. “Often, peo-
ple only look for or receive 
support when they are in 
crisis. We must be much 
more proactive connecting 
and communicating with 
people about the impor-
tance of wellbeing. Preven-
tion and early intervention 
are far more effective than 
dealing with people in 
crisis.” 

Active community engage-
ment is an approach that 
has proven its efficacy many 
times both here and abroad. 

“I have been involved in 
similar and more intense 
community service in 
Nigeria, where Outreach 
Departments of an NGO 

were able to help connect 
some young wayward and 
drugs and substance abuse 
persons and rehabilitate 
them and eventually create 
an atmosphere where they 
could learn different kinds 
of trade and vocation, 
some became better people 
after the program and were 
reunited with their parents,” 
said Mr Iniwounu. 

With approximately 480,000 
Australians living with a 
mental illness and 75% of 
people living with a mental 
illness not receiving ade-
quate support, the ACDC 
Project seeks to collect feed-
back on service gaps to in-
form where improvements 
can be made by local, state, 

and federal governments.

“Often, we are hearing 
people access youth services 
such as headspace and when 
they turn 25 there is no 
equivalent and it becomes 
very hard to find free or 
Medicare covered treatment 
in Northern Tasmania. As 
well as very specific scopes 
of some organisations 
making it difficult to for 
some people to be seen,” Mr 
Iniwounu and Ms Fleming 
said. 

“People from overseas visit-
ing or moving here also find 
it difficult to receive funded 
mental health support due 
to their residency status 
and the cost of services if it 

is not government funded. 
Also, a diagnosis is often 
needed to receive financial 
assistance with treatment. 
The same goes for carer 
services for people who may 
take care of a family mem-
ber or friend.”

“Service gaps are most evi-
dent in youth mental health 
services (specifically under 
7-years-old and young 
adults over 25-years-old). 
Alcohol and drug services 
are limited in George 
Town...” 

Story Continues on page 
6.
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Major milestone for new Legana 
Primary School

In a major milestone for the 
West Tamar community, 
work has officially begun on 
Tasmania’s newest govern-
ment primary school in 
Legana. 

Minister for Education, 
Children and Youth, Roger 
Jaensch, said Legana Prima-
ry School is an investment 
in the future of our learners 
in one of the state’s fastest 
growing communities.

“It’s an exciting day for 
many young families here 
in the West Tamar as we 
start early site works for 
Legana Primary School,” 
Minister Jaensch said.

“Over the last two years, 
our Government has been 
working in partnership with 
the West Tamar Council on 
joint acquisition of the land 
and consulting with the 

community on the master 
plan for the new school.”

The new school will include 
an oral health clinic onsite, 
before and after school 
care, kitchen garden and 
multi-purpose hall.

West Tamar Deputy Mayor 
Joy Allen said the Coun-
cil is pleased to see some 
action on the site after a 
considerable amount of 
work has been undertaken 
behind the scenes.

“The community has been 
waiting to see the Lega-
na Primary School take 
shape and we’re pleased 
to be working with the 
Tasmanian Government to 
develop this project for our 
residents,” Deputy Mayor 
Allen said.

The project will support 
local jobs during the con-
struction phase.

Local contractor Andrew 
Walter Constructions has 
begun early site works for 
the new school including 
a temporary access road, 
car park and underground 
infrastructure.

A second construction 
package for the school will 
be tendered separately 
in coming months, with 
building construction 
works expected to begin 
later this year.

The Tasmanian Govern-
ment continues to provide 
for record education infra-
structure capital expendi-
ture, with the total capital 
investment in the 2021–22 
Budget and Forward Esti-
mates increased to $271.8 
million over four years.

For more information 
on the Department’s 
significant education 
infrastructure projects, 
visit www.education.
tas.gov.au/about-us/
infrastructure-projects

Works have begun at the site of the new Legana Primary School. (PHOTO: Supplied)
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From protecting the endan-
gered Tasmanian wedge-
tailed eagle to breeding 
a new variety of barley, 
University of Tasmania re-
searchers have been award-
ed more than $1.1 million 
to lead research spanning 
both earth and sky. 

The Australian Research 
Council provided funding 
for these two new projects 
through the latest Linkage 
Project scheme, designed to 
drive research innovation 
and promote collaboration 
with industry. 

School of Natural Sciences 
Professor Chris Johnson 
will lead a $720,000 study 
into reducing the impacts of 
wind turbines and distur-
bance from forestry activity 
on the endangered Tasma-
nian wedge-tailed eagle. 

“This project will help us 
build the clearest picture yet 
of how many eagles there 
are, where they are, and how 
we can manage any poten-
tial risks or impacts to the 

population across Tasma-
nia,” Professor Johnson said.

“Large soaring birds of prey 
like the Tasmanian wedge-
tailed eagle are especially 
vulnerable to decline due 
to their small population 
and interaction with human 
land uses, like wind turbines 
and forestry operations. 

“Effective management of 
these threats is essential 
both for the persistence 
of the eagles and for the 
sustainable development of 
Tasmania’s renewable ener-
gy and forest industries.”

Fifty adult eagles will be 
fitted with GPS backpacks 
to track their movements, 
providing insight into flight 
behaviour and how breed-
ing birds respond to forestry 
activities during the nesting 
period.

It will expand on a previ-
ous study by Dr James Pay 
that developed the use of 
GPS backpacks to monitor 
a group of juvenile wedge-

tailed eagles across Tasma-
nia.
“The GPS-tagged eagles in 
this new study will provide 
an outstandingly rich data 
set on the movements of 
adult birds, which we will 
use to build detailed models 
of flight behaviour and 
collision risk around wind 
turbines,” Dr Pay said.

The researchers will monitor 
what effect forestry activity 
might have on breeding 
pairs by comparing the be-
haviour of eagles with and 
without disturbance at the 
same nest. This will help an-
swer the question of wheth-
er short-term disturbance of 
nests has a long-term effect 
on breeding. 

They will also combine the 
GPS data with observational 
surveys to estimate the size 
and distribution of the eagle 
population across Tasmania. 

The project provides 
funding for four higher-de-
gree research positions, 
including two PhD and 

two Honours students, and 
is supported by partners 
including Forest Practices 
Authority, The Bookend 
Trust, US Geological So-
ciety and the University of 
Canterbury.

Tasmanian Institute of 
Agriculture (TIA) Professor 
Sergey Shabala has received 
more than $380,000 to lead 
research into breeding a 
new variety of barley that 
uses fertiliser more efficient-
ly and prevents runoff into 
waterways.

The project also includes 
internationally renowned 
researchers in the fields of 
plant physiology, cell biolo-
gy, genetics, agronomy, and 
breeding. It will support six 
higher-degree research posi-
tions including four PhD 
and two Masters students.

“Modern agriculture relies 
heavily on the use of phos-
phorous fertilisers however 
the average efficiency rate 
is just 25 per cent. Runoff 
from fertilisers poses a 

significant environmental 
challenge through the con-
tamination of waterways,” 
Professor Shabala said.

“The overall aim of this 
research is to reduce the 
environmental footprint 
of modern agricultural 
practices. 

“We have an opportunity to 
study a unique collection of 
Tibetan wild barley geno-
types that we know possess 
a unique pool of genes not 
found in cultivated barley 
varieties.” 

The project aims to reveal 
the key traits in wild barley 
that allows it to gather and 
use phosphorous more 
efficiently and then develop 
a method to incorporate 
those traits into commercial 
barley. Success will bring 
environmental and econom-
ic benefits.

Professor Shabala said 
the Australian agriculture 
sector uses more than 450 
kilotons of phosphorus each 

year, and that a 25 per cent 
increase in phosphorous use 
efficiency in major agricul-
tural crops could save farm-
ers more than $10 million 
each year. 

“Inorganic phosphorous is 
a non-renewable resource, 
and phosphorous deficien-
cy is considered as one of 
the greatest limitations in 
agricultural production,” he 
said.

“We are conducting this re-
search in collaboration with 
industry partners to support 
the translation of research 
findings into agricultural 
practices.”

The project is supported by 
partners including Western 
Sydney University, Zhejiang 
University, Nantong Ruihua 
Bioengineering, Flux Ad-
vance Scientific, and Seed 
Force. 

TIA is a joint venture 
between the University of 
Tasmania and the Tasma-
nian Government. 

ARC funding boost for safeguarding eagles and cultivating new 
crops
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Are you ready to talk about
your hearing?

sound audiological advice
a flexible service with 3 sites and
home visits
great value and excellent client
care
an option for everyone

At Tamar Hearing we offer

We provide hearing services for
Government-funded adult clients
(pensioners), private clients and NDIS
clients. Phone Sarah now!

Call TAMAR HEARING on
0498 652 127      
 www.tamarhearing.com

Clinics at Longford, Summerhill, and
Legana

Red Rocket Framing
Quality custom picture framing and

printing services

63 West Tamar Highway, Exeter

Opening Hours:
Monday-Friday: 9am-5pm
Saturday: 9am-12pm

(03) 6706 9920 or 0452 231 758

Regent Square 
Basketball Half-Court 
Now Open
The Regent Square Rede-
velopment Project largely 
funded by the Australian 
Government, is
progressing well in estab-
lishing a regionally signifi-
cant central park, which has 
been designed to be
enjoyed by locals and visi-
tors of all ages and abilities 
year round.

The area offers a pur-
pose-built play area that 
hosts multiple apparatus 
including a flying fox and
trampolines for kids of 
various age groups. It has 
definitely been a fantastic 
activation point for
George Town, occupying 
families for hours on end, 
there is something for 
everyone. 

If the current
facilities weren’t enough, 
Council has now installed a 
three-quarter sized- basket-

ball court which
completes the playground 
development in Regent 
Square.

George Town Council’s 
Mayor Greg Keiser said, 
“The court was identified as 
a need and priority of
the community when Coun-
cil undertook public consul-
tation on the development 
of Regent Square.”

“Council is extremely happy 
with the facilities the chil-
dren’s playground offers the 
community and
the new basketball court 
facility is one that many 
children, adolescents, and 
parents have been
eagerly awaiting. We believe 
this addition will be as pop-
ular as the other facilities 
and amenities
showcased in this amazing 
playground” he said.

Mrs Bridget Archer MP 
Federal Member for Bass, 
said the basketball court 
provides a new space
for the community to 
socialise, have fun and be 
active.

“With the completed Pump 
Track also recently opening 
to the public, George Town 
locals of all ages
can take advantage of an-
other top-notch facility that 
is free and accessible to all,” 
Mrs Archer said.

The remaining space will 
include new pathways, 
carparking, toilet facilities, 
Aboriginal gathering
space, park furniture, land-
scaping, parking areas, story 
boarding of indigenous and 
colonial history,
a showpiece entrance fea-
ture and much more.

Cracker Night 2022

Tasmanians hoping to take 
part in this year’s Cracker 
Night – held on Saturday 
28th May 2022 – are being 
advised to apply for a per-
mit through the WorkSafe 
Tasmania website. Permits 

are required to purchase 
all consumer fireworks and 
members of the public are 
only able to receive a Type 2 
permit once a year to partic-
ipate in Cracker Night. 

Tasmanians are also being 
urged to notify neighbours 
before the event if they are 
intending to use fireworks, 
and to be considerate of 
one another. The Minister 
for Workplace Safety and 
Consumer Affairs, Elise 
Archer, is also encouraging 
residents to “come together 
for neighbourhood events, 
rather than holding multiple 
events within area” in the 
hopes of mitigating the 
impact on animals and 
wildlife.

To apply for a permit 
visit: worksafe.tas.gov.au

Exeter Show 
Society launches 
bold new vision for 
showgrounds
The Exeter Show Society has 
launched its vision for its 
new sports facility buildings 
at the Exeter Showgrounds.

The Exeter Show Society has 
been conducting the Exeter 
Show for over 100 years, 
along with being the home 
for a huge variety of com-
munity sporting clubs. 

The Show Society owns the 
land known locally as the 
showgrounds and has been 
responsible for its upkeep 
and improvements since 
inception.

Exeter Show & Recreation 
Centre Project Working 
Group Chair, Neil Grose 
said, “the existing build-
ings in the centre of the 
two ovals have long been 
recognised as well below the 
standard required of mod-
ern sporting amenities.”

“When the buildings were 
constructed over 50 years 
ago, sport was male domi-
nated. Now there are more 
females in sport than ever 
before, and we desperate-

ly need to upgrade these 
amenities to reflect this and 
allow growth for the future.

“The Show Society has been 
working for several years on 
plans to completely rebuild 
the amenities to cater for 
the growing number of 
young sportspeople using 
the showgrounds for cricket 
and football.

“The Tasmanian Govern-
ment pledged $735,000 
at the last state election, 
which has financed the 
preparation of plans and 
other documentations plus 
preparation of groundwork 
and structural foundations, 
for which the Show Society 
is extremely grateful.

“Similarly, the West Tamar 
Council has been incredibly 
supportive,” Mr Grose said.
The Show Society has had 
many discussions with 
the Federal member for 
Bass, Bridget Archer and 
the Labor candidate, Ross 
Hart about how the federal 
government can ensure that 
this important community 

infrastructure is built to 
cater for all current users of 
today and tomorrow.

“The Show Society, council 
and the state government 
can only do so much, and 
we are looking to the federal 
government to support this 
project through to its com-
pletion,” said Mr Grose.

“We welcome the entire 
West Tamar community to 
come along on Sunday and 
see what our vision is for 
the Showgrounds. We will 
have all the plans on display 
so that people can see just 
what the potential is for the 
Exeter Showgrounds.

“The West Tamar is one of 
the fastest growing commu-
nities in Tasmania, and we 
need to upgrade our com-
munity sporting facilities so 
that our young people can 
play their chosen sport here 
in our community. If they 
have to travel to Launceston 
they may not compete at 
all,” said Mr Grose.
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By Red Rocket Framing

Located at 63 West Tamar 
Highway opposite the Post 
Office, Red Rocket Framing 
offers a full custom picture 
framing service and fine art 
and photographic printing 
services. With 30 years 
experience, their friendly, 
knowledgeable staff are 
able to guide you through 
the frame design process. 
Red Rocket frames posters, 
prints, certificates, water 
colours, drawings, acrylics, 
oils, tapestry, cross stitch, 
long stitch, canvas stretch-
ing, sporting jerseys and all 
other types of memorabilia. 
Pretty much anything you 
can think of!

For corporate clients Red 
Rocket can come to site to 

consult and design to save 
you time. Once the jobs 
are completed they can be 
delivered and installed if 
required.

There is a range of 700 
frame mouldings to 
choose from along with 
an extensive range of acid 
free matboards. Offering 
archival mounting, along 
with art glass for ultraviolet 
protection and minimal 
reflectivity, Red Rocket has 
you covered for museum 
quality protection for your 
special works. This level of 
quality is recommended for 
original works, needlework, 
important documents and 
collectibles.

For those on a budget, Red 
Rocket can make fantas-

tic framing jobs, but use 
regular glass and non-ar-
chival materials. These 
jobs will still look great for 
many years to come, but be 
significantly easier on your 
pocket. This level of quality 
is recommended for deco-
rative works, such as posters 
and prints. Whatever the 
level of quality, the design 
and workmanship will be 
the same.

Red Rocket also manu-
factures it’s own range of 
mouldings made from 
locally sourced Tasmanian 
oak and pine. These mould-
ings are milled and finished 
in house to a very high 
standard. They will give you 
something unique as well as 
being always in stock. Great 
for artists and photogra-

phers. Come in and check 
them out.

Speaking of photographers 
and artists, Red Rocket has 
acquired an Epson 8070 
44” fine art printer and 
paired it with an X-Rite i1 
Pro2 Spectrophotometer 
for professional colour 
management and media 
profiling. The Epson SC-
P8070 is a 44” (1118mm) 
Large Format Printer that 
is designed for photo, fine 
art and premium poster 
production. It supports a 
wide range of standard and 
specialist media in roll and 
sheet formats. It features a 
PrecisionCore® Thin Film 
(TFP) head with Variable 
Sized Droplet Technology™ 
that enables the output of 
images in high resolution 

with superior fidelity and 
tonal gradation. It uses 
Epson’s latest UltraChrome® 
HD all-pigment aqueous 
ink for accurate colour with 
an enhanced gamut, Dmax 
and image durability. The 
printer uses an 8 colour ink 
configuration with three 
levels of black for colour 
and B&W prints with a 94% 
PANTONE® coverage.

In other words a large high 
quality printer with very 
accurate colour reproduc-
tion. There is a large range 
of media available includ-
ing Hahnemuhle papers, 
photographic paper, canvas, 
polyester banner fabric, 
proofing paper and adhesive 
vinyl. Photoshop and colour 
management services are 
also available to get the best 

out of your images.

Red Rocket is bringing big 
city quality and services 
to the West Tamar, but 
with village style personal, 
friendly service. Visit them 
to see what they can do for 
your special project.

Featured Article: Red Rocket Framing 
has opened in Exeter!

Your business could be here...
Visit www.TamarValleyNews.com.au/Advertise

Prefer
to read
online?
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Featured Article: Ophir Hotel set to 
expand hospitality in Beaconsfield

Beaconsfield’s historic 
Ophir Hotel is currently in 
the process of refurbish-
ment under the experienced 
eyes of new owners James 
and Deb Gardner. 

The son of a miner and 
a 35-year veteran of the 
Hospitality Industry, Mr 
Gardner was looking for 
a new challenge when he 
came across the stunning 
Ophir Hotel in 2020. 

“I am fiercely Tasmanian 
and love the state, its people, 
its produce, its ethics, and 
mateship. Having grown up 
in several Australian mining 
towns, Beaconsfield just 
felt like the perfect fit for 
my next venture,” says Mr 
Gardner. 

Named for the fabulously 
wealthy port of Ofir refer-
enced in the New Testa-
ment, the Ophir Hotel has 
been a much-loved fixture 
of the Beaconsfield com-
munity since its opening 
in 1878. Indeed, the Ophir 
Hotel was the site of the re-
naming of the town in 1879 
which had, until then, borne 
the moniker ‘Brandy Creek’. 

Finding the intemperate 
connotations of this name 
inappropriate for the thriv-
ing mining town, Governor 
Aloysius Weld declared the 
new name of ‘Beaconsfield’ 
(in honour of then-serving 
British Prime Minister, 

Benjamin Disraeli, 1st Earl 
of Beaconsfield) from the 
hotel’s veranda. Governor 
Weld himself would go on 
to be honoured with the 
naming of the eponymous 
Weld Street. 

Since 1878, the hotel has 
undergone multiple renova-
tion and expansion phases 
with the gradual addition of 
function rooms and a bottle 
shop to the already existing 
public bar. The Gardners 
are currently undertaking 
a series of changes to the 
space, including the weighty 
task of installing a commer-
cial kitchen to incorporate a 
food operation at the venue. 
But renovating a 144-year-
old building, particularly 
in the midst of a global 
pandemic, is not without its 
challenges.

“We thought that we might 
be able to do everything 
within 2 years but covid has 
delayed those plans,” says 
Deb Gardner. “It’s going to 
take longer than we antici-
pated, unfortunately. It’s an 
older pub and we have to 
prioritise safety.”

But there are adventures 
along the way as well. 

“Being an old building you 
come across things,” con-
tinues Ms Gardner. “We’re 
discovering old walls, old 
windows that have been 
boarded up, beautiful old 
wallpaper that we are trying 
to keep. It’s kind of cool 
finding those things, then 

working to keep the old and 
the new together.”

While the renovations to 
the main building might be 
ongoing, the bottle shop is 
steadily being improved and 
remains operational. 
“People’s habits are chang-
ing,” says Mr Gardner, 
“they’re not going out as 
frequently. People are doing 
a lot more things at home. 
So, when we look at what 
we are going to do with the 
bottle shop, we anticipate 
continuing to grow our 
ranges of Tasmanian craft 
beers, ciders, and scotches.”

A vocal advocate for local 
producers and supporting 
the local community, Mr 
Gardner hopes to be able to 
create a venue that pro-
vides a unique space within 
the Beaconsfield business 
landscape. 

“What I want to do is not 
impact on local businesses 
around the town. It’s also 
important for me that I 
spend my money locally 
and employ local residents.” 

“Our team is already spon-
soring two great local clubs: 
the Beaconsfield Cricket 
Club and the Beauty Point 
Bowls Club.” The team has 
also recently added the 
Greens Beach Golf Club to 
the list.

Looking back at a 35-year 
career in hospitality at the 
outset of a new venture, Mr 
Gardner says: “I started as a 

porter at the Sheraton Ho-
bart Hotel [now the Hotel 
Grand Chancellor, Hobart] 
when that opened in 1987. 
My uniform was grey. It was 
almost like the traditional 
American bellhop uniform. 
The doorman had epaulettes 
and hat and used to stand 
outside 8 hours to welcome 
anyone who would come 

past. In winter on a Sunday 
night, you were counting 
down the minutes. That’s 
what we did. Until 11pm, 7 
days a week.”

“Hospitality in Tasmania 
has become a lot less for-
malised. I think Tasmanians 
now can be very proud of 
the fact that we are who we 

are; that we are a relaxed 
and comfortable small 
crowd of people.”

The Ophir Hotel Bottle 
Shop is open 7 days a 
week from 9am – 8pm.

Emily Stratton
Community Reporter

Beaconsfield’s historic Ophir Hotel is currently in the process of refurbishment under the experienced eyes of new owners James and Deb Gardner. 
(PHOTO: Courtesy of James gardner).
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Community Mental Health Australia

ACDC Project People Connectors James Iniwounu & Lucinda Fleming. (PHOTO: courtesy of Sonja Ambrose)

Port Dalrymple School  |  Saturday April 9  |  9am–4.30pm

• A free COVID-19 vaccination clinic for everyone aged 5 years or older.

• Those aged 5-11 years will receive a smaller paediatric dose of the vaccine.

• Anyone aged 16 years and over can get a vaccine booster from three months 
after their second primary dose of COVID-19 vaccine.

• Bookings preferred but walk-ins are also welcome.

1800 671 738  |   coronavirus.tas.gov.au/bookings

Making things easier to get your 
vaccination in George Town 

A new project is being 
rolled out by Community 
Mental Health Australia 
(CMHA) in George Town 
this month, aimed at con-
necting community mem-
bers with mental health 
services. Funded by the De-
partment of Social Services, 
the Assisting Communities 
through Direct Connection 
(ACDC) Project is a free 
service that seeks to assist 

people with mental health 
and wellbeing facilities via 
‘People Connectors’ who 
will be going door-to-door 
to deliver information packs 
and let people know about 
the services available in 
their local area. 

“People should expect a 
kind hearted, active listener 
and someone who may be 
able to connect them to free 
services in the local com-
munity and even beyond,” 
George Town People Con-

nectors Lucinda Fleming 
and James Iniwounu said.

George Town is one of 20 
sites around Australia where 
the ACDC Project is active. 
The CMHA is working 
alongside local service 
provider Wellways to deliver 
area-specific information 
packs across April 2022. 

“The ACDC Project aims to 
address a serious problem 
with mental health services 
in Australia,” said CMHA 

CEO, Bill Gye. “Often, peo-
ple only look for or receive 
support when they are in 
crisis. We must be much 
more proactive connecting 
and communicating with 
people about the impor-
tance of wellbeing. Preven-
tion and early intervention 
are far more effective than 
dealing with people in 
crisis.” 

Active community engage-
ment is an approach that 
has proven its efficacy many 

times both here and abroad. 
“I have been involved in 
similar and more intense 
community service in 
Nigeria, where Outreach 
Departments of an NGO 
were able to help connect 
some young wayward and 
drugs and substance abuse 
persons and rehabilitate 
them and eventually create 
an atmosphere where they 
could learn different kinds 
of trade and vocation, 
some became better people 
after the program and were 

reunited with their parents,” 
said Mr Iniwounu. 

With approximately 480,000 
Australians living with a 
mental illness and 75% of 
people living with a mental 
illness not receiving ade-
quate support, the ACDC 
Project seeks to collect feed-
back on service gaps to in-
form where improvements 
can be made by local, state, 
and federal governments.

“Often, we are hearing 

Emily Stratton
Community Reporter
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Initiative Launched in George Town
people access youth services 
such as headspace and when 
they turn 25 there is no 
equivalent and it becomes 
very hard to find free or 
Medicare covered treatment 
in Northern Tasmania. As 
well as very specific scopes 
of some organisations 
making it difficult to for 
some people to be seen,” Mr 
Iniwounu and Ms Fleming 
said. 

“People from overseas visit-
ing or moving here also find 
it difficult to receive funded 
mental health support due 
to their residency status 
and the cost of services if it 
is not government funded. 
Also, a diagnosis is often 
needed to receive financial 
assistance with treatment. 
The same goes for carer 
services for people who may 
take care of a family mem-
ber or friend.”

“Service gaps are most evi-
dent in youth mental health 
services (specifically under 
7-years-old and young 
adults over 25-years-old). 
Alcohol and drug services 
are limited in George Town. 
Homeless services like crisis 
accommodation for people 
sleeping rough are also 
difficult to come by.”

The ACDC project hopes 
that providing information 

directly to members of the 
public and engaging in dis-
cussions about their specific 
needs will encourage people 
to seek mental health assis-
tance as required.  

“Most often its shame, stig-
ma, or fear and feeling that 
it’s going to bring judgment 
from others, staying on 
medication forever, out of 
pocket cost for specialist, 
and long waiting lists for 
services - sometimes over 8 
months,” Ms Fleming and 
Mr Iniwounu said.  

“Sometimes a label isn’t as 
helpful for the individual 
as much as the symptoms 
that impact their day to day 
lives.”

The limitations of the men-
tal health system have been 
felt in Tasmania for some 
time. The University of 
Tasmania recently expanded 
access to its post-graduate 
programs in both clinical 
and professional psychology 
into the North of the state 
to address the inadequate 
numbers of psychological 
professionals working local-
ly. The ACDC Project hopes 
that the data generated will 
provide further insight into 
what more can be done to 
provide sufficient support to 
communities. 

This data will contribute to 
discussions around commu-
nity-managed mental health 
services in Australia, and 
how mental health support 
is delivered. 

“We hope to advocate for 
more affordable, accessible 
mental health services for 
all. Northern Tasmania defi-
nitely need more psychol-
ogists. George Town needs 
more jobs, more activities 
for young people as well as 
drug and alcohol services,”
 Mr Iniwounu and Ms 
Fleming said. “Affordable 
and subsidised transporta-
tion for all, and there also 
is a big need for the men’s 
shed to return, as well as 
more assistance for VETS.”

For Ms Fleming and Mr Ini-
wounu, there are immediate 
benefits that they witness in 
their roles as People Con-
nectors. 

“A lot of positive feedback 
is rolling in day after day, 
as we connect people to 
services. Some do not even 
know such services could 
be accessed in the local 
area. Some have been linked 
with NDIS, food provision, 
Centrelink; people are hap-
py and willing to talk to us 
for an hour or more just to 
pour out heavy burdens on 
their hearts.”

Activities Include
Spin

Laser Tag
Jazzercise

Cross Fitness
Quit Smoking

Yoga 
Boxing
Armchairs
Art Therapy
Aqua Therapy 

For more information call 
Dravid on 0437 311 052

facebook.com/healthygeorgetowntasmania

www.georgetown.tas.gov.au/healthy-george-townW

FREE
2022 Autumn Program

April/May/June

Seniors Aqua Therapy

BOOK NOW

Don’t M
iss Out

Launceston Historical Society to Host Lecture 
on Tasmania’s Artillery History
The Launceston Historical 
Society’s (LHS) April meet-
ing will feature a lecture 
delivered by Lieutenant 
Colonel Mark Cameron 
on the topic ‘Tasmanian 
Artillery, from Federation 
to Gallipoli’. 

“This is the story of 140 

volunteer gunners from 
across Tasmania who, with 
their 125 horses and their 
four prized 18-pounder 
field guns sailed to war 
in September 1914,” says 
the LHS. “It is not a story 
of heroics or glamour but 
rather a story of endurance 
and perseverance in doing 

their bit.”

Lieutenant Colonel Mark 
Cameron RFD, JSSC, RAA, 
Retired, enlisted in the 
Australian Army as a gun-
ner in 1965 and retired in 
2000, holding the honorary 
appointment of Colonel 
Commandant of Artillery 

until 2006. Over his 40-
year career, the Lieutenant 
Colonel military assign-
ments have included South 
Vietnam, Japan, Brunei, the 
Philippines, and the Hon-
ourable Artillery Company, 
City of London.

His ongoing interest in mil-

itary history has seen him 
visit battle sites including 
Turkey, the Western Front, 
Eastern Europe, Greece, 
Timor, and the Pacific.

The April meeting of the 
Launceston Historical Soci-
ety will be held in the Meet-
ing Room, Queen Victoria 

Museum at Inveresk on 
Sunday 10th April at 2pm. 
All are welcome. Entry is 
free for LHS members and 
$4 for visitors. 

For more information 
visit: http://launceston-
history.org.au/

 The ACDC Project provides 
this important informa-
tion to householders of all 
educational, cultural, and 
language backgrounds to 
promote access to mental 
health, social and emotional 
wellbeing support.

For more information 
visit: www.acdc.org.au or 
phone 1300 319 015

National Mental Health 
Resources:

Beyond Blue: 
visit www.beyondblue.
org.au or phone 
1800512348

Lifeline: phone 13 11 14

Wellmob: visit www.
wellmob.org.au

Tasmanian Mental Health 
Resources:

Mindset TAS Connect: 
visit www.baptcare.org.
au or phone 1800 290 
666

Wellways: visit www.
wellways.org or phone 
1300 111 400

ACDC Project People Connectors are hitting the streets to help connect people 
with local mental health services. (PHOTO: courtesy of Sonja Ambrose)
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Launceston’s Albert Hall set to receive 
multi-million dollar upgrade

The designs for the 
multi-million dollar up-
grade of Albert Hall have 
been released, bringing to 
life the vision behind the 
redevelopment one of Laun-
ceston’s most significant 
heritage buildings.

The designs have been 
released as part of the City 
of Launceston’s advertise-
ment of the development 
application for the project, 
which is expected to occur 
this weekend.

The Morrison Government 
has also announced a $1 
million funding boost to the 
project through the Local 
Roads and Community 
Infrastructure (LRCI) Pro-
gram, bringing the Com-
monwealth’s total contribu-
tion to $11 million and the 
total project value to $11.58 
million.

The project is part of the 
$569 million Launceston 
City Deal, which is a 10-

year partnership aimed at 
transforming Launceston 
into Australia’s most liveable 
and innovative regional city. 

Federal Minister for Com-
munications, Urban Infra-
structure, Cities and the 
Arts, the Hon Paul Fletcher 
MP, said redeveloping 
Albert Hall is an important 
commitment under the 
Launceston City Deal.

“The redevelopment of one 
of Launceston’s most signif-
icant heritage buildings will 
serve the Northern Tasma-
nian community for many 
years to come, providing the 
region with a venue that will 
help attract local visitors 
and tourists,” Minister 
Fletcher said. 

“This is yet another example 
of all three levels of gov-
ernment working together 
through the City Deal to 
deliver significant infra-
structure projects that boost 
the liveability and vibrancy 

of the city.”

Minister for State Growth 
the Hon Roger Jaensch MP 
said the designs for the 
redevelopment of Albert 
Hall looked fantastic – hon-
ouring the site’s history and 
tradition while modernising 
it to attract new patrons and 
events as the City comes 
back to life post-COVID.

“It is another clear demon-
stration that the City Deal 
is working to enliven the re-
gion and achieve the vision 
to make Launceston the 
most liveable and innovative 
regional city in Australia,” 
Minister Jaensch said.

Federal Member for Bass, 
Bridget Archer MP, said 
the Albert Hall project will 
redefine one of Launceston’s 
most significant heritage 
buildings as a cultural 
destination for Northern 
Tasmanians.

“The redevelopment will 

enhance the much loved 
qualities of one of Launces-
ton’s most iconic buildings 
by integrating Albert Hall 
into the City Park and 
ensuring it is fit for purpose 
as a contemporary meeting 
and exhibition space,” Ms 
Archer said. 

City of Launceston Acting 
Mayor Danny Gibson said 
one of the major objectives 
of the project will be to 
provide greater connectivity 
and interaction between 
the Hall and another of 
Launceston’s most popular 
attractions, City Park.

“Planning for this project 
has drawn heavily on feed-
back from key user groups 
and the local community,” 
Cr Gibson said. 

“The Council met with a 
range of stakeholders last 
year to assist with planning 
for the project and the 
resulting improvements to 
the Hall’s accessibility and 

functionality will ensure it 
remains relevant as a venue 
for conferences, functions 
and other events both large 
and small.”

Showcasing classical Victo-
rian architecture, the Hall is 
considered one of Laun-
ceston’s most significant 
heritage buildings and was 
listed on the Register of the 
National Estate in 1978. Sig-
nificant improvements were 
approved in 1980, including 
the two storey eastern wing, 
under-stage dressing rooms, 
acoustic works, improved 
access facilities, and other 
general refurbishments.

Cr Gibson said work on 
stage one and two of the 
redevelopment, which in-
cluded upgrades to the hall’s 
heating, meeting rooms, 
toilets, lighting, audio and 
visual capabilities, will be 
completed this year.

Stage three civil works are 
expected to start later this 
year and will include an 
eye-catching extension to 
the hall fronting the City 
Park.

“This will involve a signifi-
cant redevelopment of the 
eastern wing, including the 
cafe, kitchen, a meeting 
room as well as a new en-
trance and foyer,” Cr Gibson 
said. 

Tasmanian architecture firm 
Terroir was engaged as the 
primary architectural and 
engineering design team for 
the project.

Cr Gibson said this is an 
incredible opportunity to 
enhance the already much-
loved qualities of Albert 
Hall and City Park, and in 
doing so, reimagine the in-

trinsic connection originally 
planned between both.

“Through the body of work 
Terroir has undertaken, 
their design concept is 
clear - to integrate Albert 
Hall with City Park, and to 
engage visitors more deeply 
and meaningfully.

“In fact, this was one of the 
key recommendations made 
by our independent heritage 
consultant during the 
development of the Heritage 
Conservation Management 
Plan.

The City of Launceston has 
undertaken significant en-
gagement with the current 
users and operators of the 
Hall to minimise disrup-
tions during construction, 
as well as a four-week 
public engagement process 
through the Council’s Your 
Voice Your Launceston 
platform.

The feedback received has 
helped inform and reshape 
the project in a genuine and 
meaningful way. The Coun-
cil also expects to receive 
further feedback during the 
development application 
process.

“We know that Northern 
Tasmanians are passionate 
about the Albert Hall, so it 
is vitally important that we 
continue to engage with our 
community going forward 
throughout this process,” Cr 
Gibson said.

More information on the 
Launceston City Deal 
is available at: www.
infrastructure.gov.au/
territories-regions-
cities/cities/city-deals/
launceston

Design of the Albert Hall Upgrade, looking south-west towards the CBD (PHOTO: Supplied)
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The Voyage of the Beagle 
Comes to the Stage

Charles Darwin’s iconic 
voyage on the HMS Beagle 
is brought to life in the 
Dead Puppet Society’s 
award-winning drama The 
Wider Earth. 

Presented by Theatre North, 
the production tells the sto-
ry of the then 22-year-old 
naturalist’s intrepid journey 
of discovery through the 

utilisation of life-size pup-
pets, cinematic projections, 
and an original score com-
posed by award winning 
Australian musicians Lior 
and Tony Buchen. 

Setting out from Plymouth 
Sound, England in 1826, 
with the intention of sur-
veying the southern coasts 
of the peninsula of South 
America, the now legendary 
expedition visited Brazil, 
the Galapagos Archipelago, 

Tahiti, New Zealand, and 
Tasmania, among other 
places. 
During the 4-year journey, 
Darwin kept a detailed 
day-to-day journal of their 
activities and discoveries – 
biological, geological, and 
anthropological – which 
was later published as The 
Voyage of the Beagle. It is 
this narrative that informs 
the basis for this critically 
acclaimed production by 
David Morton.

Ambitiously combining 
skilled puppetry and cin-
ematic media, The Wider 
Earth brings to life creatures 
great and small as it follows 
Darwin’s formative passage 
through varied countries 
and landscapes, from the 
depths of the Amazon rain-
forest to the rugged marvels 
of the Galapagos Islands. 
An exciting and enlighten-
ing production for all the 
family.

The Wider Earth will have 
three showings, including 
matinee, at Launceston’s 
Princess Theatre from April 
4 – 5. 

Tickets range from 
$29.90 - $49.90 with 
individual and group 
concessions available. 

For bookings and 
further information visit: 
theatrenorth.com.au 

Representing our community
Authorised by B. Archer, Liberal Party of Australia, 100 St John St, Launceston TAS 7250. 

FEDERAL MEMBER FOR BASS
BRIDGET ARCHER MP

 6334 7033    bridget.archer.mp@aph.gov.au    bridgetarcher.com.au    BridgetArcherMP

Prefer
to read
online?

Emily Stratton
Community Reporter

Charles Darwin’s iconic voyage on the HMS Beagle is brought to life in the Dead Puppet Society’s award-winning drama The Wider Earth. (Image courtesy of the 
Dead Puppet Society, Photography by Guy Bell.) 
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State Premier Peter Gut-
wein delivered a significant 
announcement on Monday, 
4th April when he an-
nounced his resignation as 
the Premier of Tasmania, 
and as Member for Bass.

“First and foremost, I wish 
to thank my family, my 
wife Mandy, son Finn and 
daughter Millie, for their 
support and love.” He said. 

“No Premier does this job 
alone, and you have all 
been outstanding in your 
support, and Mandy for 20 
years, you have allowed me 
the opportunity to serve 

Tasmania, at times at great 
sacrifice to our family, and I 
thank you for that.”

“The past two years have 
delivered unforeseen chal-
lenges, as we have navigated 
through COVID-19 and 
focused on rebuilding a 
stronger Tasmania. During 
this time, I have quite 
rightly focused on every-
one else’s family and I now 
want to spend some time 
focussing on my own.” Said 
Mr Gutwein.

“It has been an honour and 
privilege to serve as Tasma-
nia’s 46th Premier, however, 

the time is now right for me 
to move on and to attend to 
other things in my life.”

“The greatest highlight for 
me as Premier, has been the 
courage and compassion of 
Tasmanians.”

“There is nowhere like 
here in the world, and the 
examples of common hu-
manity and kindness I have 
witnessed over the past two 
years will stay with me for 
the rest of my life.”

“I sincerely want to thank 
all Tasmanians. I’m not a 
silver spooner, I come from 

a humble background and 
nothing has given me more 
pleasure than being able to 
support our community, es-
pecially those who, like me, 
come from less privileged 
backgrounds.”

“I wish to thank all of my 
colleagues for their incredi-
ble support and efforts over 
the past two years whilst 
I have been Premier - I 
could not have had a more 
supportive Cabinet and 
parliamentary team.”

“When I became Premier, 
I said I wanted to lead a 
government of compas-
sion and conviction, where 
Tasmanians - no matter 
their background or cir-
cumstance - could grasp the 
opportunities ahead.”

Mr Gutwein has received 
many words of support 
from members of the Lib-
eral Party, with Guy Barnett 
MP, stating it had been an 
‘honour and privilege’ to 
work alongside the Premier 
over the last two years. 
“Peter has shown the leader-
ship, integrity and com-
passion to help Tasmania 
through the most challeng-
ing of times.”

“Despite all the adversi-
ty, Peter has led a strong, 
united Tasmanian Liberal 
Government to protect the 
health of Tasmanians and 
grow our economy to be 
stronger than ever.”

“Peter helped develop the 
Government’s agenda and 
vision for Tasmania, which 
we will continue to deliver.”

“Peter often said he wants 
Tasmania to be the best 
place in the world to live, 
work and raise a family. 
Over the past 20 years I 
have known and worked 
with Peter as he has ded-
icated himself to making 
that dream a reality and our 
State is a better place for it.”

“I truly want to acknowl-
edge Peter’s family, wife 
Amanda and children Millie 
and Finn for the support 
they have provided him 
during his time in politics.”

“Enjoy your well-earned 
time with your family, I 

wish you all the best for the 
future.” Mr Barnett said.

Despite the praise received 
from Liberal Party mem-
bers, the announcement has 
sparked questions from the 
opposition as Mr Gutwein 
is the fourth member of the 
Tasmanian Liberal Party to 
resign since their victory at 
the last election with former 
Member of the Tasmanian 
House of Assembly, Adam 
Brooks announcing his 
resignation in 2019 and the 
most recent resignations 
from former Minister for 
Education, Sarah Court-
ney and former Sport and 
Recreation and Minister for 
Racing, Jane Howlett.

Labor Leader, Rebecca 
White issued a statement 
thanking Mr Gutwein for 
his service to the people 
of Tasmania and whilst 
acknowledging he had 
governed through some 
of the most difficult times, 
she stated Tasmanians are 
receiving anything but the 
stable Government they 
were promised. 

Following the announce-
ment, Ms White made 
claims that the Government 
had descended into absolute 
chaos as Liberals officially 
bring the working Gov-
ernment to a grinding halt 
whilst they sort themselves 
out.

“Tasmanians are now faced 
with an extraordinary situ-
ation of their third Liberal 
Premier in three years.”

Following the Premiers 
announcement, Ms White 
claims the business of 
government has also been 
thrown into chaos with the 
cancellation of Parliament 
while a new leader is decid-
ed upon. 

“There is no requirement 
to prorogue the Parliament 
just because the Liberals are 
in a mess and Tasmanians 
need the wheels of govern-
ment to keep turning so 
important matters can be 
debated.” She said.

Ms White stated Labor are 
prepared to offer a pair to 
ensure the Parliament can 
keep working.

“We will not move a motion 
of no confidence in the 
Government, and it is 
imperative that the work of 
Parliament is not disrupt-
ed while the Government 
collapses.”

Member of Opposition for 
Business in the House of 
Assembly, Dean Winter has 
slammed the premier for 
his resignation, claiming 
the promised stability from 
the Liberal Government has 
gone out the window.

“The resignation of Premier 
Peter Gutwein is symbolic 
of a chaotic government in 
disarray.”

“The wheels have well and 
truly fallen off a Liberal 
Government that promised 
Tasmanians stability at the 
state election.” He said. 

Despite harsh words from 
the opposition, Mr Gutwein 
stated he was immensely 
proud, as Tasmania has one 
of the fastest growing econ-
omies in the country, along 
with record employment 
and a budget that is in good 
shape as we come out of a 
worldwide pandemic.

“Tasmania is in good shape 
and the team I leave behind 
has safe hands, a great depth 
of experience and impor-
tantly talent.”

Mr Gutwein stated he had 
advised the Governor of 
his decision to resign and 
would remain as Premier 
until a new leader is elected.

“I know that I leave the State 
in a good place and with 
a team who can build on 
the foundations I have laid. 
Goodbye and thank you to 
all Tasmanians.” 

Peter Gutwein announces 
shock resignation

Prefer
to read
online?

Peter Gutwein MP, Premier of Tasmania and Member for Bass (PHOTO: Facebook)



Is it time to quit?

Smokers in George Town 
are being encouraged 
to consider quitting, an 
achievement that for many 
smokers takes multiple 
attempts. In an effort to 
support locals the George 
Town Council have funded 
Healthy Tasmania to con-
duct another Healthy Quit 
program for locals. 

Healthy Quit was last run 
in George Town in 2020, 

which resulted in all partici-
pants significantly reducing 
how much they smoked, 
while 38% of participants 
have quit altogether. The 
program, which is run over 
7 weeks, saw the group 
collectively save over $2,097 
with reduced cigarette 
purchases throughout the 
program. 

The program involves small 
group sessions, aimed to 

help participants under-
stand nicotine addiction, 
provide tips and tools to 
manage their stress while 
quitting, and other inter-
vention strategies. 

Smokers are encouraged 
to think about what their 
life would be like as a 
non-smoker, with more 
money, more time and 
better health. 

The program will be FREE 
for residents of the George 
Town Council area, howev-
er places are strictly limited. 

For more information or 
to book a spot in the pro-
gram, contact Hayden 
Fox on 0438 386 025 
or email hayden.fox@
healthytasmania.com.au 

Keeping areas clear for 
water meter readers

From snakes and bees to 
trees and garden beds, 
TasWater’s meter readers 
face a number of hazards 
when they come out to 
take readings at properties 
throughout the year. 

As the people on the 
ground customers see, Tas-
Water is shining the light 
on meter readers through 
a new social media cam-
paign.

TasWater Meter Reading 
Coordinator Heath Johnson 
encourages property own-
ers to ensure their water 
meters are kept clear, as 
it can help mitigate these 
hazards.

“Our meter readers can 
come into contact with a 
range of different hazards 
each time they do a read,” 
he said.

“Spring is when we are more 
commonly dealing with 
snakes in the meter boxes, 
while in autumn bees and 
wasps are a big nuisance.

“We encourage property 
owners to help us out by 
ensuring their water meters 
are kept clear, so no bushes 
or flowers are growing over 
the meters.

“This is not only to ensure 
we can easily access them 
but also results in less bees 
or wasps in the area.”

Although water meters 
are installed to be read by 
TasWater, knowing where 
your meter is situated is also 
useful for our customers.

“We encourage our custom-
ers to find where their water 
meter is in on their prop-
erties, so in the event of an 
emergency, such as a broken 
pipe inside the home, you 
will be able to shut down 
the supply of water quickly 

and efficiently potentially 
averting serious damage,” 
Mr Johnson said.

“This will also allow for cus-
tomers to check their own 
usage and even query their 
bill if needed.

“We would also like to 
remind customers to inform 
us of any meter issues they 
might have, for example 
broken lids, so we can 
ensure they remain safe 
not just for our staff but for 
customers too.”

While TasWater is working 
to install more water meters 
that can be remotely read, it 
will take about 15 years to 
renew the entire state’s fleet 
which consists of more than 
218,000 meters.

“Having clear and direct 
access to meters will reduce 
the number of estimations 
we are required to do when 
we cannot collect an actual 
read,” Mr Johnson said.

A meter reader on the job (PHOTO: Supplied.)
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So much more than
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how we can 

help your business

advertising@hyperlocalmedia.com.au
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It's time to grow your business...

Digital Marketing
Website Design
Digital Media 

Real Estate Media (including floorplans)
Videography
Photography 
Aerial Photography & Videography

SEO Optimisation 
Advertising

Hyperlocal Media are your LOCAL marketing experts, with
a growing team of professionals based in the Tamar
Valley.  

1300 104 402
hyperlocalmedia.com.au

At Hyperlocal Media, we believe in the power of connected
people. That’s why we’ve curated our services with a
mission to Connect Brands, Businesses & Communities.
Our Professional Services include: 
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Crossword

Answers
(Turn page upside down) I can’t take my dog to the park because the ducks 

keep trying to bite him.
I guess that’s what I get for buying a pure bread 
dog

What do you call two monkeys that share an 
Amazon account?
Prime mates.

Anyone know any jokes about sodium?
Na.

Which rock group has four guys who can’t sing 
or play instruments?
Mount Rushmore.

Can February march?
No, but April may.

A man got hit hard in the head with a can of 
cola. 
He’s alright though, it was a soft drink.

Jokes

You see a boat filled with people. 
You look again, but this time you don’t see a single person on the boat. 

Why?

The boat has not sunk. All the people on the boat are married.

Answer
(Turn page upside down)

Riddle

Across

Hire (4)1

Tourist spot south of Denmark (5,5)4

Establishes (4,2)9

Dinner site (8)10

Atherton Tableland pine (10,5)11

"Know thyself" philosopher (8)12

Profane expression (4)15

Spot (4)18

Lineage (8)19

Rat only found way up North (4,4,7)21

Desert runner --- Gash (8)25

Bread (6)26

Abandoned (4,6)27

Barbie staples (4)28

Down

They obey one's will (9)2

Preference (5)3

Pope is to upset another performer 
(8)

4

Beyond what is usual (5)5

Unimportant person (6)6

They're uplifting (9)7

Church singers (5)8

Former Richmond centre half-
forward (5,4)

13

Vast amount (3)14

Rugby's "The Back-up man" (5,4)16

Yelled (8)17

Footwarmer (6)20

Up (5)22

Dull yellowish brown (5)23

Scent (5)24

R
1

E
2

NT
3

O
4

CE
5

AN
6

BE
7

AC
8

H

XAPXOLH

S
9

ETSUPT
10

ABLETOP

CTOROVI

Q
11

UEENSLANDKAURI

TIYT

S
12

OCR
13

ATES
14

O
15

AT
16

H

ROEES
17

RE

E
18

SPYA
19

NCESTRY

CH
20

RR

C
21

A
22

PEYORK
23

MELO
24

MYS

WHTHADL

S
25

AMANTHAM
26

OOLAH

KRIKEUM

L
27

EFTBEHINDR
28

IBS
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Miss-a-sippy cafe 
Located in Grindelwald Swiss Village

Phone: 0400 134 560

Open 9am-5pm
7 days!

616 W Tamar Hwy, Legana

Open 7 Days
Monday - Saturday 

11am - 9pm

Sunday 11am - 8pm

Phone: 0472631001

TAMAR TAXIS
Our Drivers are available for you to contact:

Riverside to Rosevears: 0419 130 524
Rosevears to Greens Beach: 0408 144 532

Please call our drivers
for any enquiries,
quotes or bookings. 

All cabs fitted with a defibrillator for added safety

For LOCAL Tasmanian News

NO Paywall - every story is FREE to read!

Visit:
www.TasmanianBrowser.com.au
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Horsepower Agriculture
Farming and Agricultural Contracting since 2007

Silage & Hay (Round and
Square Baling)
Post ramming and Fencing
Spreading & Spraying 

Heavy Off set discing
Multi-Discing with Air
Seeder
All Slashing
Direct Drilling
Contact:

Andrew Brunacci - Owner
Phone: 0417 127 683
Email: horsepowerag@hotmail.com

 

Riverside all set for 
season 2022

Riverside Olympic players, 
supporters and coaches 
gathered at their home 
ground, Windsor Park 
recently to welcome in the 
2022 soccer season. 

The club has competed at 
the highest level of Tasma-
nian soccer since 2019 with 

teams also competing in the 
Northern Championship, 
Northern Championship 1, 
Northern Championship 
Women’s, Under 18s and 
Under 16s competitions.

Riverside is also home to 
one of the biggest junior 
set-ups in Tasmania with 

first rate facilities that were 
used as a training base by 
A-league clubs Perth Glory 
and Brisbane Roar during 
their recent visit to the 
North of the State.

One proud moment for the 
club recently was former 
junior player Nathaniel 

Atkinson, who now plays 
at the top level in Scotland, 
making his senior Soc-
ceroos debut in a World 
Cup Qualifier.

Riverside welcomes new 
players, volunteers, spon-
sors, members and support-
ers alike!

The local government 
sector is celebrating Tas-
manian Youth Week with 
a webinar encouraging 
young people to engage 
with their local commu-
nities.

Hosted by the Local Gov-
ernment Association of 
Tasmania (LGAT) and the 
Youth Network of Tasma-
nia (YNOT), the forum 
brings together elected 
representatives and council 
staff who want to better 
understand the views of 
young people and youth 
who want more opportuni-
ties to have a say on issues 
impacting their lives.

Youth Week Tasmania 
2022 is held from 4th – 
10th April, and is a unique 
opportunity to recognise 
the next generation of 
Tasmanian leaders and 
change-makers who are 
shaping our state.

LGAT President, West 
Tamar Council Mayor 
and Australian Local 
Government Association 
Vice President, Christina 
Holmdahl said she hopes 
the forum encourages more 
young people to consider 
nominating in the up-
coming local government 
elections.

“We are making progress 
with more young people 
interested in standing 
for local government but 
there’s more work to do,” 

Mayor Holmdahl said.
“I will continue to encour-
age young Tasmanians to 
represent their local com-
munities, find their voice 
and be part of change,” she 
said.

YNOT Chief Executive 
Officer Tania Hunt said 
Youth Week provides 
young people aged 12-25 
years with an opportunity 
to celebrate being a young 
person in Tasmania.

“Youth Week Tasmania is 
about acknowledging the 
amazing contributions 
young people make in their 
communities as well as pro-
viding young people with a 
platform to showcase their 
talent and skills.”

“It gives young people an 
opportunity to express 
their views and ideas, raise 
issues of concern, and 
to actively participate in 
events designed by and for 
young people,” Ms Hunt 
said.

It’s a wonderful opportuni-
ty to highlight the import-
ant role young people play 
in the community; and to 
encourage young people to 
consider running for local 
government.

The Youth Network of 
Tasmania is the peak body 
for young people aged 12-
25 years and the non-gov-
ernment youth sector in 
Tasmania.

Celebrating 
Tasmania’s 
future 
leaders

Riverside Olympic coaching team, photographed above, are all set for season 2022. (PHOTO: Supplied)

The construction of the 
new Beaconsfield Ambu-
lance Station is now a step 
closer to being realised with 
a Request for Tender being 
released for the project.

“We recognise that demand 
for emergency ambulance 
responses has been steadily 
increasing over the past 
few years which is why 
our Government remains 

committed to boosting 
health services in our rural 
and regional communities, 
including in the State’s 
North-East.” said Jeremy 
Rockliffe Mp, Minister for 
Health.

“The new Ambulance 
Station will provide more 
space, which will enable 
more training opportu-
nities, while providing 

improved disability access, 
garaging facilities, and the 
provision of suitable crew 
room facilities.”

Importantly, the new infra-
structure will also improve 
the service’s response, 
training facilities for 
volunteers, and the general 
amenity of all users.

The new station will 

accommodate users to a 
high standard, including 
improvements in security, 
infection control, and the 
management of ambulance 
vehicles.

Tenders for the 
construction of the new 
Beaconsfield Ambulance 
Station close at 2pm on 
11 May, 2022.

New Ambulance Station for Beaconsfield

Landscape & Slashing Supplies
SCOTCON

Phone: 0418 133 374 Email: scotcon1@bigpond.com
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Local author publishes new 
book showcasing the beauty 
of Tasmania

Autumn fuel 
reduction 
burn program 
to get under-
way
The City of Launceston 
expects to begin its 2022 
bushland fuel reduction 
burn program from Mon-
day, April 4.

The burns will be con-
ducted on days when the 
weather conditions are fa-
vourable and the program 
is expected to continue 
until May.

The Council uses a range 
of vegetation management 
programs to minimise 
bushfire risk, including 
a program of annual fuel 
reduction burns.

The aim of the annual fuel 
reduction program is to re-
duce existing fire hazards, 
protect property and other 
assets, and to assist in the 
preservation and regenera-
tion and of native ecology. 
This year, the program will 
include 12 fuel reduction 
burns at locations across 
the municipality, with mul-
tiple burns at some sites.

Fuel reduction burns will 
be undertaken at:
• Youngtown Regional 

Park
• Russell Plains (Three 

scheduled burns)
• Ravenswood Bushland 

Reserve
• Punchbowl Reserve
• Distillery Creek Re-

serve
• Carr Villa Flora Re-

serve
• Cataract Gorge Re-

serve (Four scheduled 
burns) 

Detailed operational plans 
have been prepared for 
each burn, including smoke 
and dispersion modelling 
and risk assessments. The 
majority of burns will take 
approximately one day to 
complete.

People are asked to remain 
well away from the burn 
site until the burn is com-
plete and area has been 
deemed safe.

Please comply with direc-
tions from onsite staff and 
any warning signage that 
may be in place. While fire 
intensity is expected to be 
low, burns may generate 
flames, smoke and ash 
which may persist until the 
next rainfall event.

People with medical condi-
tions are advised to have a 
personal plan for avoiding 
smoke from the burn.

Advice is available from the 
Department of Health and 
Human Services website or 
Asthma Australia website.

Notifications of scheduled 
burns will be updated on 
the Council’s website and 
Tasmania Fire Service 
website.

Don Defenderfer has been 
infatuated with Tasmania’s 
natural environment since 
first visiting the island forty 
years ago in 1982. He has 
lived in Launceston since 
1988.  

More recently, Derfend-
erfer has been proud to 
launch his companion 
book TASMANIA an island 
dream volume 2, which 
is described as a collec-
tion of stories, poems and 
photographs that capture 
the magic and beauty of 

Tasmania. 
“Defenderfer is the con-
summate writer of place – 
this place.” 
PETE HAY ~ Poet, writer 
and environmentalist.

“As much about love as it is 
about Tasmania - Defend-
erfer’s love for wild places is 
our planet’s salvation.” 
HILARY BURDEN ~ Writ-
er and journalist.

Writer/photographer Don 
Defenderfer shares his 
insights and inspirations 

about some of Tasmania’s 
most beautiful areas such 
as Flinders Island, the wild 
coastline of the great South 
West, the Franklin River, 
Maria Island, the Three 
Capes Track and wukali-
na. Through stories about 
hiking, sailing, gardening 
or contemplating mindful-
ness at a shack, Don offers 
up a unique reverence for 
Tasmania – a reverence that 
many others share. 

His stories, photos and 
poems capture Tasmania at 
its best – a place far away 
from the fast-paced urban 
world, with an abundance 
of beautiful landscapes, 
primordial wilderness areas 
and down-to-earth people.

Included is a fictional 
conversational piece that 
pays homage to Gustav 
Wiendorfer, Tasmania’s first 
pioneer conservationist 
who helped conserve and 
establish Cradle Mountain 
National Park.

Through delicate words and 
inspiring photos, this book 
shows why Tasmania is seen 
as one of the most beautiful 
and beguiling places in the 
world.

Excerpts from the book: 
This island is a place to get 
off the treadmill, a place to 
breathe in and breathe out 

slowly as one walks through 
dripping rainforests or 
down empty windswept 
winter beaches or into the 
clear crisp air of the high-
lands.  

Tasmania, if you search for 
it, offers a path to beauty 
and spirituality that the 
indigenous aboriginal com-
munity tapped into for over 
40,000 years. Seekers like 
me have only just begun to 
discover its depths. We have 
a lot of dreamtime to catch 
up with.

While walking in the 
natural world you might 
find paths to peace and 
calm within yourself.  These 
paths may be hard to walk 
sometimes, but we should 
not be afraid of challenges.  
My head aches and heart 
bleeds when I can’t go 
walking.  

The book is available now at 
all major bookstores in Tas-
mania as well as from many 
local shops and newsagents.

The book can also be 
purchased online from the 
publisher at: https://shop.
fortysouth.com.au 

The book will be launched 
at the Weymouth Easter 
Markets on the 16th of 
April.

Strategic Plan Review
he 2018 - 2028 Strategic 
Plan is currently under 
review. Councillors and 
the Management team 
have reconfirmed Council’s 
strategic direction and con-
sulted with staff. Now we’re 

seeking feedback from the 
community to ensure our 
goals and objectives align 
with what the community 
envisions for the West Tam-
ar Council.

The draft 2022-2032 Strate-
gic Plan can be download-
ed from the West Tamar 
Council website or collected 
from one of our Council 
offices. 

Feedback should be provid-
ed in writing to the General 
Manager via PO Box 16, 
Riverside TAS 7250 or 
wtc@wtc.tas.gov.au by 5pm 
Thursday 14th April 2022.
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Tales of the Tamar 
Around the Square - The Feredays

Meetings are held on the 3rd Monday of the month, starting at 7.30 pm with most meetings held at The Grove in Elizabeth St.
 

The next meeting will be held on MONDAY, 18th APRIL, starting at 7.30pm, at The Grove.
Current COVID conditions apply and all attendees are requested to wear a mask.

 
Speaker: Anne Batt - “The Shifting Sands – the story of Marram Grass”  

 
If there are any changes, members will be advised by email.

FOR UPDATES SEE:  George Town & District Historical Society Facebook Page.
www.facebook.com/George-Town-and-District-Historical-Society-1375090549395357/

Email info@gtdhs.com or Phone 6382 4412.

GEORGE TOWN & DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC.

By Peter Cox

John Fereday was born in 
Staffordshire, England, in 
1813. He had a good educa-
tion, graduated as Master of 
Arts and became a Fellow of 
Worcester College at Oxford 
University. He was ordained 
a priest in 1835 and married 
Susan Apthorpe in 1837. 

In 1846 the Feredays and 
their five children sailed on 
the Aden for Van Diemen’s 
Land,  where Bishop Nixon 
appointed John as rector 
of St Mary Magdalene’s 
Church of England in 
George Town. He held this 
position for 25 years. His 
church was a small brick 
building at the southern 
end of Anne St, overlooking 
York Cove. 

Early church services had 
been conducted by the Revd 
John Youl in a building 
overlooking Regent Square 
in Elizabeth St, across from 
The Grove. It also served as 
the school, but the site for 
a church had been planned 
overlooking the Square 
in Anne St. When, in the 
1830s a resident minister 
had finally been appointed, 

it was decided to modify an 
existing building that had 
originally been a convict 
workshop. The addition of 
mock buttresses and a tower 
and spire made it look more 
like a church on this pictur-
esque location.

The original site overlook-
ing Regent Square was still 
reserved for the Church of 
England, so it was decided 
to use it for the Rectory. 
The Feredays lived in The 
Grove until the Rectory was 
completed in 1850. 

Susan and John Fereday 
were both keen naturalists. 
They  collected and dried 
the different seaweeds and 
algae of the Tamar Valley 
and their dried specimens 
of seaweeds are part of the 
collections at Kew Gardens 
in England. In January 1855 
William Harvey, profes-
sor of Botany of the Royal 
Dublin Society, stayed with 
the Feredays while conduct-
ing his own research on the 
seaweeds of Australia. 

Harvey later wrote:  “Fere-
day rendered me the most 
efficient aid in prosecuting 
my researches. His boat 

and strong arm were almost 
daily at my service, and 
many thousands of speci-
mens were collected under 
his auspices. He knew all the 
best localities on the Tamar, 
and was continually my 
guide to them. Without his 
able guidance and active as-
sistance my visit to George 
Town would have proved 
comparatively unfruitful, 
instead of yielding me a rich 
harvest of specimens. To 
Mrs. Fereday I am indebted 
for many beautifully pre-
served specimens, and for 
aid in “laying out” and dry-
ing the tubsful of delicate 
algae which we almost daily 
brought home.”
William Harvey dedicated 
the 5th and 6th volumes 
of his books on Australian 
Seaweeds to Susan and John 
Fereday.

The Feredays’ interests 
were not just confined to 
seaweeds. In 1851 John was 
elected a member of the 
Royal Society of Tasmania, 
and regularly forwarded 
dried specimens of plants 
and timbers to the Society 
for its collection. A display 
he made of the various 
timbers of the East Tamar 

formed part of the Tasma-
nian contribution to the 
Universal Exhibition of 
Industry at Paris in 1854. 

John joined with Dr. Val-
entine of Campbell Town, 
Mr. Boyd of Port Arthur 
and Mr. Abbott of Hobart 
in regularly forwarding 
daily weather observations 
for collating into a general 
synopsis of the climate of 
Tasmania. He also estab-
lished a library in George 
Town, of which he was 
the chairman. He also had 
medical skills and combined 
his duties as Chaplain with 
that of a doctor, treating the 
sick and injured at times 
when there was no doctor in 
George Town.
John Fereday was also a 
photographer. In 1863 he 
accompanied Archdeacon 
Thomas Reibey on his 
mission to the people of the 
Bass Strait Islands, where he 
took stereoscopic images of 
the islands and portraits of 
the sealers and their Aborig-
inal wives and children. 

Susan Fereday was a gifted 
artist and skilled waterco-
lourist, with a natural talent.  
She exhibited botanical wa-

tercolour paintings of local 
native plants and algae in 
the Melbourne Intercolonial 
Exhibition of 1866-1867, 
for which she was awarded 
a special mention.  More 
than fifty of her works are 
held in the National Library 
of Australia in Canberra. 
They include watercolours 
on Tasmanian scenery and 
buildings, along with some 
of her botanical sketches 
and portraits of John and 
herself.

In the late 1850s traces of 
gold were discovered in the 
hills east of George Town. 
John Fereday took a keen 
interest in prospecting at 
The Den and Nine Mile 
Springs. He led prospecting 
parties to the prospecting 
areas.  He assayed their 
finds and at one time even 
claimed the government 
reward for having discov-
ered a payable goldfield. 
That earned the wrath of 
one of the newspapers, its 
editor printing that Fereday 
should confine his interests 
to being a clergyman and 
keep his nose out of mining 
activities. 

In 1869 payable gold was 

discovered and John took a 
great interest in the discov-
ery. In 1871 he attended 
the opening of the stamper 
battery for one of the new 
mines. Two days later, 
returning from another 
visit to Nine Mile Springs 
he was fatally injured when 
the horse bolted and threw 
him from his gig. He was 
found unconscious beside 
the wreckage and died 
three days later. After John’s 
death, Susan moved to Sale 
in Victoria to be with her 
daughter and son-in-law. 
She died in October 1878.

The Fereday home con-
tinued to be used as the 
Rectory until 1951, when a 
new home was built on the 
banks of York Cove, close to 
the church. The building by 
then was in need of repairs. 
Although mentioned in 
publications on Tasmanian 
homes at the time for its 
heritage importance, the old 
Rectory was one of many 
historic homes in the town 
that were condemned by the 
local council. It was demol-
ished in the late 1960s and 
in the 1970s the site became 
the location for the present 
Council Chambers.

LEFT: The old Rectory, George Town  c1950s 
CENTER: Susan Fereday self portrait 
RIGHT: John Fereday Esq, Worcester College, Oxford - 
Susan Fereday (NLA)

PHOTOS SUPPLIED BY GTDHS
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