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#StandWithUkraine
Latest Lighthouse Regional Arts Exhibition 
showcases local Aboriginal Artists work

CHICAGO set to hit the 
stage in March
Encore Theatre Company’s 
production of the celebrated 
musical CHICAGO will run 
this month despite rehearsal 
setbacks.
“We have enjoyed a won-
derful rehearsal process 
pre-Christmas, but since 
then we have seen COVID 

arrive in our community,” 
said production director 
Ross Marsden.
“While there are Public 
Health exemptions around 
masks for rehearsals, at this 
stage we are proceeding 
with extreme caution under 
masks, with the well-being 

of our cast and their families 
top of mind. But this cer-
tainly has presented plenty 
of additional challenges, 
particularly as the weather 
has warmed up recently.”

READ MORE ON PAGE 3

FULL STORY ON PAGE 5



SURVEY 2022HEARING LIVED EXPERIENCE 

“My name is Mary Knowles and I am a survivor of family 
and sexual violence.

I had to change my name and the names of my children, 
cut ties with my family and friends and move to 
Tasmania - just to stay alive. 

Family and sexual violence can have lasting impacts, 

make every day.

If you’re aged 18 years or over, please share your story 
to help ensure we have the systems, services and 
culture in place to end the violence.

We all have the right to feel safe.”

The Tasmanian Government is developing a third Family and Sexual Violence Action Plan.

We are listening to the voices of victim-survivors.

To complete the survey,
scan the QR code or visit 

www.safefromviolence.tas.gov.au 
 

  

 

Safe at Home Family Violence Response and Referral Line 1800 633 937
Statewide Sexual Assault Crisis Line 1800 697 877 | In an emergency always call 000

 

I encourage anyone 
  who has experienced family
   or sexual violence to

share your story
 anonymously

“
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Sarah Courtney resigns upon the 
return of a three-week holiday

After 8 years as a Mem-
ber of Parliament and as a 
Minister, Sarah Courtney 
announced her resignation 
as Minister and Member for 
Bass on 10th February 2022.
Ms Courtney announced 
her resignation, following 
the return from an overseas 
holiday to France, stating 
that finding time to rest and 
recuperate in the job was 
difficult.

“Finding time to pause and 
reflect is even harder.” She 
said.

Labor Leader, Rebecca 
White said the Premier’s de-
cision to allow Ms Courtney 
to travel to France on holi-
days in the lead up to school 
returning in the midst 
of COVID was woefully 
misguided and irresponsible 
along with his refusal to 
recall her to do her job.

“Mr Gutwein refused to 
recall Sarah Courtney when 

serious questions were 
being asked about the pre-
paredness of schools to deal 
with COVID in the lead 
up to the most disruptive 
start to a new school year in 
living memory.” Ms White 
said.

Ms Courtney acknowledged 
her decision to resign was 
not easy but believed the 
time had come for her to 
move on. 

“This is a role in which I 
have been truly honoured 
and humbled to serve in, 
however the turning points 
in my life have taught me to 
be brave and true to myself, 
and I know in my heart, that 
it is the right time for me to 
move on.”

“I leave knowing that I have 
served the people of Bass 
and of Tasmania to the best 
of my ability, and they will 
continue to be well served 
by a strong, united team 

that I have been proud to be 
part of.”

“I now look forward to the 
next chapter in my life. A 
chapter that involves being 
able to spend meaningful, 
quality time with the people 
I love.”

“I am proud of the achieve-
ments I’ve worked to deliver 
as part of a strong, united 
team.”

Despite her resignation, Ms 
Courtney stated she would 
continue to be a strong 
and vocal advocate for the 
region. 

“I offer the incoming Mem-
ber my very best wishes. I 
hope you love serving our 
community as much as I 
have.”

“The decision to resign 
has not been an easy one. I 
love serving the people of 
Tasmania. And I love being 

part of a team that works to 
achieve the best outcomes 
for Tasmanians.”

Premier, Peter Gutwein 
thanked Sarah for her 
commitment and dedication 
to her work and stated he 
would consider the lon-
ger-term make-up of the 
Cabinet.

Shadow Minister for Edu-
cation and Early Years, Josh 
Willie issued a statement 
suggesting the Premier 
should appoint a stand-
alone Minister for Edu-
cation due to the ongoing 
COVID-19 situation across 
all schools.

“What Tasmania has now 
with the exit of Ms Court-
ney is a rudderless system 
where there is no direction, 
no Ministerial account-
ability and no leadership at 
the same time we face one 
of the most difficult new 
school years in living mem-

ory.” Mr Willie said.

“Mr Gutwein knows that to 
ask Mr Rockliff to provide 
leadership across both 
health and education – two 
of the biggest and most 
important areas of govern-
ment – is not achievable and 
not feasible.”

Josh Willie stated Ms 
Courtney’s three-week leave 
coupled by her resignation 
was a clear result of the lack 
of leadership within the 
Liberal Party.

The Tasmanian Electoral 
Commission (TEC) formed 
a recount in accordance 
with the Electoral Act 2004 
to fill the vacancy.

All Bass candidates who 
were not elected in the 2021 
State election were invited 
to nominate to contest the 
recount.

Seven candidates across 

four different parties 
consented to the recount, 
with the TEC announcing 
Lara Alexander as the new 
member of the House of 
Assembly for the division of 
Bass until the next general 
election.

The premier congratulated 
Lara Alexander on her suc-
cess in the recount stating 
she would be a fantastic 
addition to the liberal team. 

“I know she will hit the 
ground running and be a 
strong advocate for the Bass 
electorate.”

“I look forward to working 
with her as part of our ma-
jority Liberal Government 
as we deliver the strong plan 
we took to the election to 
secure Tasmania’s future.”

William Street To be 
resealed in a first for 
Recycled Roads in 
Launceston
The City of Launceston 
will begin work on a $1.1m 
reseal of William Street, 
between Tamar and St John 
streets in early March

The majority of work on the 
380m section of road will 
be undertaken at night, and 
motorists are advised that 
detours will be in place.

In a first for Launceston, a 
220m section of the existing 
road surface will be recycled 
and re-used as road base 
material.

This is achieved by milling 
the existing asphalt and base 
course — an estimated 1200 
tonnes of material — and 
mixing it with a foam bitu-
men stabilisation additive.

The recycled material is 
then reapplied to the road 
base with a compactor, 
before a new layer of asphalt 

is applied to the surface.

Launceston Mayor Albert 
van Zetten said the recy-
cling technology behind 
the project had been used 
in other parts of Australia, 
but its use was a first for the 
Launceston municipality.

“William Street is an im-
portant connecting road in 
close proximity to the CBD 
and the City of Launceston 
will attempt to minimise 
disruption to motorists 
whenever possible,” Mayor 
van Zetten said.

“The recycling technology 
being used in this project 
is a cost-effective way to 
extend the life of a road 
without requiring total 
reconstruction and new 
materials.

“We ask motorists to obey 
any traffic management 

signage which may be in 
place throughout the course 
of the project.”

Weather depending, the 
project is expected to take 
approximately four weeks to 
complete.

Prefer
to read
online?
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CHICAGO set to hit the stage in 
March

Rehearsals for Encore Theatre Companys CHICAGO. (PHOTO: Supplied - Encore Theatre Company)

Encore Theatre Company’s 
production of the celebrated 
musical CHICAGO will run 
this month despite rehearsal 
setbacks. 

“We have enjoyed a won-
derful rehearsal process 
pre-Christmas, but since 
then we have seen COVID 
arrive in our community,” 
said production director 
Ross Marsden. 

“While there are Public 
Health exemptions around 
masks for rehearsals, at this 
stage we are proceeding 
with extreme caution under 
masks, with the well-being 
of our cast and their families 
top of mind. But this cer-
tainly has presented plenty 
of additional challenges, 
particularly as the weather 
has warmed up recently.”

Winner of six Tony Awards, 
two Olivier Awards, a 
Grammy, and thousands of 

standing ovations, CHI-
CAGO has been delighting 
audiences since it was first 
staged at the 46th Street 
Theatre, New York in 1975. 

Since then, it has been pro-
duced innumerable times 
on Broadway, in the West 
End, and internationally 
by both professional and 
amateur companies, as well 
as becoming an award-win-
ning film in 2002.

Based on the play Chicago 

by reporter and playwright 
Maurine Dallas Watkins, 
the story was inspired by 
the 1924 real-life trials of 
Beulah Annan and Belva 
Gaertner who were both 
accused of murdering 
their lovers. The play was 
eventually adapted into 
its musical incarnation by 
Bob Fosse, lyricist Fred 
Ebb, and composer John 
Kander and premiered on 
Broadway. A thrilling tale of 
1920’s nightclub performers 
turned murderess’, CHI-

CAGO is renowned for its 
sizzling score, sensational 
choreography, and its “story 
of murder, greed, corrup-
tion, violence, exploitation, 
adultery, and treachery”. 
Juxtaposing the glamorous 
backdrop of the Jazz Age 
with the seedy underbelly of 
nightclub life, CHICAGO 
looks at the mechanics of 
trial by media and the court 
of public opinion, female 
violence, and criminal 
celebrity.
Audiences can look forward 

to a sensational show in a 
COVID-safe environment 
and seeing the company 
step out from behind their 
rehearsal masks.

The production run from 
11th – 26th of March 
2022 at Launceston’s 
Princess Theatre.

For bookings call 03 
6331 0052 or visit the-
atrenorth.com.au 

Emily Stratton
Community Reporter

Full Gear to make Motorcycle Training more Accessible

Young people from Laun-
ceston’s Northern suburbs 
will be offered the chance to 
obtain their Learner motor-
cycle license through a new 
safety program facilitated by 
the City of Launceston.

Thanks to a $35,000 grant 
from the 2021-22 round of 
the Community Road Safety 
Grant Program, the City of 
Launceston will roll out the 
free Full Gear motorcycle 

training program in North-
ern Tasmania.

The program was estab-
lished by the Glenorchy City 
Council in 2017, seeking 
to deter illegal, unsafe and 
nuisance trail bike riding 
on local streets. In Launces-
ton, the program has been 
tailored to cater to young 
people who have encoun-
tered barriers to obtaining 
their motorcycle license.
The City of Launceston 
will offer 14 training 
places to young people 
from the northern suburbs 
to attend the Full Gear 
training course at either 

Ravenswood’s Starting Point 
Neighbourhood House or 
Rocherlea’s The Shed.

The program will be coor-
dinated by Strength 4 Life 
mentor and motorcycle 
enthusiast Jon Evans and 
will consist of six one-hour 
training sessions over six 
weeks. The program will 
cover key topics including 
road-craft, protective gear, 
and crash risk factors.

Successful participants in 
the program will receive 
a helmet, a pair of rid-
ing gloves and a two-day 
pre-learner practical test 

with AJL Training.

The City of Launceston is 
seeking applications from 
Ravenswood, Rocherlea, 
Newnham and Mowbray 
residents aged between 16 
years and nine months, and 
25 years old. As places are 
strictly limited, applicants 
will be assessed on their en-
thusiasm and commitment 
to completing the course, 
their transport needs, and 
financial circumstances.

Launceston Mayor Albert 
van Zetten said he hoped 
the program would high-
light the critical importance 

of safety for young motor-
cycle riders. “Motorcycles 
are a relatively cheap and 
convenient form of trans-
port, but motorcycle riders 
continue to be overrepre-
sented in crash statistics 
in Tasmania,” Mayor van 
Zetten said.

“We’re hopeful this program 
will make a real difference 
for the participants and en-
sure they keep safety front 
of mind at all times.

Applications are now 
open and will close on 
Friday, March 25 at 5pm.

PHOTO: Supplied
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Construction begins on new Spirit 
of Tasmania Vesssel 

Rauma Marine Construc-
tions (RMC) has formally 
started construction of the 
first roll on / roll off vessels 
to replace the current Spirit 
of Tasmania ships.

The first steel was cut for 
Spirit of Tasmania IV – as 
the vessel will be named – at 
8pm AEDT on Monday 28 
February.

The names – Spirit of 
Tasmania IV and Spirit of 
Tasmania V – are the log-
ical continuation of vessel 
names that build on the leg-
acy of the Spirit of Tasmania 
I and II and acknowledge 
Spirit of Tasmania III that 
operated the now discontin-

ued Devonport to Sydney 
service.

The company has also taken 
the opportunity to refresh 
its branding which is reflect-
ed in the vessel’s new livery. 
The strong and iconic use 
of red has been maintained 
keeping the ships recog-
nisable and distinctive. The 
new-look logo is modern, 
clean, and strong in design. 

The emblem has been 
refreshed to highlight the 
iconic red and white bow of 
the Spirit of Tasmania ships 
against a blue sky and sea 
framed within the shape of 
Tasmania. The new font is 
emotive but also functional, 

using italics to represent 
movement.

Spirit of Tasmania, Manag-
ing Director and CEO Ber-
nard Dwyer said the steel 
cutting ceremony in Finland 
was much more than a 
traditional and significant 
maritime celebration.

“This is a significant 
moment for Tasmania and 
for the Tasmanian econo-
my. When completed, the 
vessel’s arrival in late 2023 
will mark the start of a new 
era for passenger travel and 
freight transport across Bass 
Strait,” he said.

“While the new ships will 

be a similar design to the 
current Spirit of Tasmania 
vessels, they will feature 
substantially larger capacity 
for passengers, passenger 
vehicles and freight.”

“The new vessels will also 
feature up to $100 million in 
Tasmanian and Australian 
content.”

Mr Dwyer said Spirit of 
Tasmania was delighted to 
be working with RMC on 
the project.

“The European-based ship 
builder has an excellent 
reputation for building and 
delivering vessels of out-
standing quality which in 

turn will allow us to deliver 
the very best for Tasmania.”
Minister for Infrastructure 
and Transport, Michael 
Ferguson MP, welcomed 
the first major milestone to 
deliver the new vessels. 

“We have put Tasmania’s in-
terests first in every stage of 
this process and secured an 
increased share of Tasma-
nian content in what is the 
most significant Tasmanian 
Government infrastruc-
ture investment in the past 
decade.”

“The contract includes up 
to $100 million of local con-
tent and will mean the two 
vessels will be delivered well 

ahead of the 2028 replace-
ment deadline.”

“Tasmanian businesses are 
participating in the supply 
of local goods and services 
like furniture, carpets, 
catering equipment and 
galley, pantries, fire doors, 
steel doors, machinery 
including water pumps, ex-
pansion tanks, diesel engine 
equipment, compressors, 
bilge pumps, platforms 
and railings, sprinklers and 
heating systems, as well as 
CCTV and communications 
systems.”

An Artists Impression of the new Spirit of Tasmania IV (PHOTO: Supplied)
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Representing our community
Authorised by B. Archer, Liberal Party of Australia, 100 St John St, Launceston TAS 7250. 

FEDERAL MEMBER FOR BASS
BRIDGET ARCHER MP

 6334 7033    bridget.archer.mp@aph.gov.au    bridgetarcher.com.au    BridgetArcherMP

Latest Lighthouse Regional Arts Exhibi-
tion showcases local Aboriginal Artists 
work

The Lighthouse Regional 
Arts’ (LRA) current exhi-
bition Turning Back the 
Hands of Time by cele-
brated First Nations artist 
Dawn Blazely is on show at 
the Watch House Gallery, 
George Town until Sunday 
10th April 2022.

A volunteer organisation 
comprised of artists and 

art lovers; the Lighthouse 
Regional Arts focuses on 
curating exhibits from local 
Tasmanian practitioners.

“The George Town area 
has many talented painters, 
sculptors, photographers, 
writers, musicians and other 
arts and craft people, as 
does Tasmania generally, 
possibly more per head of 
population than elsewhere,” 
said the acting president of 
the LRA. 

“There is always something 
happening if you know 
where to look. Remember 
all art is things made by 
people, selecting the inter-
esting and beautiful is what 
we aim for.” 

Despite the challenges 
presented by the COVID19 
pandemic and the near-con-
stant fiscal uncertainty that 
artistic organisations face 
when anticipating changes 
in local and federal funding, 

the LRA is striving to con-
tinue producing shows, arts 
events, and exhibitions.

Turning Back the Hands 
of Time, an exhibit which 
highlights ‘the strength 
and spirituality of the land 
and the sea,’ is a collec-
tion of canvas and paper 
pieces which traverses the 
contemporary Aboriginal 
artist’s cultural history as a 
descendent of the people of 
Badger Island. 

Combining painted forms 
and a long oral tradition, 
Ms Blazely’s works help en-
sure the preservation of her 
people’s history for future 
generations. 

Ms Blazely’s exhibit will 
run from 15th February 
2022 – 10th April 2022 at 
the Watch House Gallery, 
Macquarie Street, George 
Town.

Opening hours: Tuesday – 

Thursday 10am – 3pm
Saturday – Sunday 11am – 
1pm

For more information or 
to volunteer visit: https://
www.facebook.com/
lighthouseregionalarts/

Emily Stratton
Community Reporter

Dawn Blazely Artist of Turning Back the Hands of Time Exhibition. (PHOTO: Supplied - Lighthouse Regional Arts)
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Open 7 days from 9am

OPHIR HOTEL &
BOTTLESHOP

184 Weld Street, Beaconsfield
(03) 6383 1122

UTAS to expand post-
graduate psycholo-
gy study options in 
Northern Tasmania

The University of Tasmania 
will be expanding access 
to postgraduate studies 
in psychology in an effort 
to increase the number of 
psychology professionals in 
the north of the state. With 
ongoing concerns about the 
limited number of prac-
ticing psychologists and 
the gaps in psychological 
services in Tasmania, the 
university hopes the expan-
sion of study options will 
encourage more students 
to complete the required 
post-graduate studies to 
enter the workforce.

“We want to see more 
Tasmanians become psy-
chologists and help meet 
the growing needs of our 
community,” said School 
of Psychological Scienc-
es postgraduate course 
coordinator Professor 
Kimberly Norris. “To help 
assist with the demand we 
have worked to expand 
our postgraduate offerings 

and increase accessibility 
of these courses outside of 
Hobart.”

While undergraduate 
studies in psychology and 
behavioural science have 
historically been offered at 
UTAS’s Launceston cam-
pus, students who wished 
to complete postgraduate 
courses to become regis-
tered psychologists would 
have been required to travel 
to Hobart. With the support 
of the university’s partners 
able to provide essential 
placements to postgraduate 
students in the North and 
North West, students will 
now be able to study a Mas-
ter of Clinical Psychology 
or a Master of Professional 
Psychology in Launceston. 
Eleven new students have 
already elected to study 
their postgraduate courses 
in Launceston.

“These students will be 
able to stay and study in 
the North and then do 
placements throughout 
the North and North West 

coast, which is a fantastic 
development for the Uni-
versity and for the State,” 
said Head of the School 
of Psychological Sciences, 
Professor Lisa Foa. 

“Along with having a num-
ber of Tasmanian students 
choosing to stay and study, 
we also have a number of 
interstate students who 
have chosen to pursue their 
professional careers in 
psychology with us.”

For more information 
visit: utas.edu.au/health/
about-us/psychology

Emily Stratton
Community Reporter
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to read
online?

New safety code aims 
to Improve safety in 
Tasmania’s forestry 
industry
Tasmania’s sustainable 
forestry industry has now 
updated its contemporary 
safety measures to help pro-
tect and improve the safety 
of those working within the 
sector. 
 
The updated Forest Safety 
Code (Tasmania) 2021 will 
enhance the safety of the 
many Tasmanians working 
in forestry, and importantly, 
will also meet current work 
health and safety laws.
 
Minister for Workplace 
Safety and Consumer Af-
fairs Elise Archer said that 
this was an industry-driven 
project and WorkSafe Tas-
mania had been provid-
ing advice and assistance 
during the course of the 
project which will further 
strengthen the State’s sus-
tainable forestry industry.
 
“The revised Code has 
been updated, aligned with 
contemporary legislation 
and national guidance ma-
terials, and modernised to 

reflect current technology 
and industry practices. 
 
“The Code was developed 
through a comprehensive 
process which included 
expert review and multiple 
rounds of industry consul-
tation with forest managers, 
forest contractors, training 
providers, forest workers 
and their representatives,” 
Minister Archer said.

Minister for Resources 
Guy Barnett commended 
Private Forests Tasmania 
for developing and invest-
ing in this updated Code of 
Practice to ensure that the 
laws that govern workplace 
health and safety in Tasma-
nia’s forest industry remain 
contemporary.
 
“Like many industries, 
forestry continues to 
adapt and implement new 
activities and technology 
to ensure best practice, and 
this is now reflected in the 
Code.
 

“This new Code of practice 
will prove practical guid-
ance on managing health 
and safety risks associated 
with forestry work and how 
to achieve the standards 
required under the work 
health and safety laws,” 
Minister Barnett said.

The Code also covers gen-
eral safety principles from 
working alone and forest 
fire-fighting to human 
factors such as fatigue, de-
hydration, fitness for work, 
noise and UV exposure.
 
The Code comes into 
effect on 2 March, 2022. 

To view the Code, visit 
www.worksafe.tas.gov.
au/topics/laws-and-
compliance/codes-of-
practice/cop-folder/
forest-safety-code-
tasmania
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By Saunders Denture & 
Mouth Guard Clinic

For over 30 years, the Saun-
ders name has been synon-
ymous with Launceston’s 
Brisbane Street, where it is 
known for its dental pros-
thetics services. This com-
mitted service has included 
supplying, maintaining and 
repairing - including as 
an emergency service - all 
types of dentures, as well 
as fitting specialist mouth 
guards. 

With the 2021 resignation 
of its senior prosthetist due 
to health reasons, the clinic 
decided to embrace the op-
portunity to close for some 
months and undertake 
a significant renovation. 

Now, the clinic is happy 
to announce it is back and 
offers patients an even more 
relaxed and welcoming 
waiting room and pristine 
surgical environment. 

The renovation isn’t the only 
change, with Dr Antonio 
Lombardo and his family 
relocating to Launceston 
from Brisbane to join some 
of the familiar faces at the 
clinic. Mr Lombardo has 
over 28 years experience 
in the dental industry and 
has worked within the 
public and private sector 
specialising in removable 
prosthetics; from running 
his own private laboratory 
to managing a large team 
at the Gold Coast Hospital 
oral health service. 

Over the years he has 
worked alongside specialists 
such as orthodontists, peri-
odontists and more recently 
with Maxio facial surgeons 
constructing prosthesis for 
patients who have been 
treated for oral cancers. 

He has vast experience 
in different materials and 
processes, including intra 
oral scanning, 3D printing 
and milling. Mr Lombardo 
believes the most important 
part of having a good out-
come and positive experi-
ence is to spend time at the 
initial consultation. 

“I want to get to know my 
patients and the journey 
that has brought them here, 

then we can work together 
on a specific treatment plan 
to support their needs,” he 
said. 

Jenny Saunders, director 
and owner of the clinic 
since 1990 and a former 
dental prosthetist, said this 
was an exciting time for the 
clinic. “I have plans to build 
the clinic’s capacity through 
the engagement of addition-
al staff and the adoption of 
exciting new technologies 
that will provide an even 
more comfortable expe-
rience for patients,” Ms 
Saunders said. 

“The business is active with 
existing sponsorships and 
remains on the lookout for 
additional sponsorship op-

portunities that align with 
its ethos of embracing and 
assisting local community.”

Mr Tony Lombardo is 
now seeing patients on 
a weekly basis in George 
Town and Beaconsfield. 
For all your denture/
mouth guard needs 
please call Saunders 
Denture and Mouth 
Guard Clinic on 6331 
4168. 

Landscape & Slashing Supplies
SCOTCON

Phone: 0418 133 374 Email: scotcon1@bigpond.com

Featured Article: Denture clinic re-
opens

A warm welcome: Together with a newly renovated space, Saunders Denture Clinic has also welcomed Dr Antonio Lombardo to the much-
loved local team at 39A Brisbane St. (PHOTO: Supplied)

Beacy 
House 
offering 
morn-
ing tea, 
with a 
side of 
connec-
tion
The Beaconsfield Neigh-
bourhood House are host-
ing a weekly morning tea 
every Tuesday from 10am 
– 11am. 

More than just an oppor-
tunity for morning team, 
these events are aimed at 
fostering community en-
gagement and connection. 

Beacy House encourages 
everyone to attend to enjoy 
a refreshment, meet new 
people, reconnect with old 
friends, and share stories 
and interests. 

For further information 
contact Beaconsfield 
Neighbourhood House 
on 63834231

Beaconsfield Neighbour-
hood House is located 33 
Grubb Street, Beacons-
field
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Across

Fit (7)9

Small long-tailed bird (3-4)10

Claire Hooper, for example (5)11

Misnamed fruit bat (6,3)12

Utopian (7)13

Some arts (7)14

Sydney-born country singer (7,6)15

At the start (5,2)20

Flat-bottomed canal or harbour 
barge (7)

22

Coiner of "Those who cannot 
remember the past are condemned 
to repeat it" (9)

24

Register (5)26

Mocked (7)27

Developed over time (7)28

Down

Clairvoyant (7)1

Consternation (6)2

Powerful (8)3

Enforce pit discipline to achieve 
improvement (10)

4

180-degree turn (4)5

Disposable mobile phone (6)6

Some wall art (8)7

Banished (2,5)8

Popular NSW National Park (5,5)14

Bombastic monologue (8)16

Enlisted (6,2)17

Mass-to-volume ratio (7)18

Musical introduction (7)19

Like fresh bread (6)21

Prosper (6)23

Chucks in (4)25

Crossword

Answers
(Turn page upside down) What do dentists call their x-rays? 

Tooth pics! 

Do you want to hear a joke about construction? 
Sorry, you’ll have to wait - I’m still working on it. 

Two wind turbines are in a wind farm when one 
asks, “What’s your favourite type of music?”
The other replies, “I’m a big metal fan”

You know, it was so cold in Canberra the other 
day, I saw a politician with their hands in their 
own pockets. 

I stayed up all night and tried to figure out where 
the sun was.
Then it dawned on me.

Did you hear about the mathematician who was 
afraid of negative numbers?
He will stop at nothing to avoid them.

Jokes

616 W Tamar Hwy, Legana

Open 7 Days
Monday - Saturday 

11am - 9pm

Sunday 11am - 8pm

Phone: 0472631001

I belong in the month of December, but not in any other month. I am not a holiday. What 
am I?

(HINT: It doesn’t have to do with a day or temperature)

The letter “d”

Answer
(Turn page upside down)

Riddle

Advertise Here
Visit: www.TamarValleyNews.com.au/Advertise OR Email: zac@hyperlocalmedia.info

Serving the Tamar Valley
and Greater Launceston
area with quality Australian
made mattresses and
bedding since 2019

Samsons Bedding

Conveniently located in the Legana industrial
area or can deliver direct for very reasonable

fee - Call Phil on 0431400264

Miss-a-sippy cafe 
Located in Grindelwald Swiss Village

Phone: 0400 134 560

Open 9am-5pm
7 days!
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Are you ready to talk about
your hearing?

sound audiological advice
a flexible service with 3 sites and
home visits
great value and excellent client
care
an option for everyone

At Tamar Hearing we offer

We provide hearing services for
Government-funded adult clients
(pensioners), private clients and NDIS
clients. Phone Sarah now!

Call TAMAR HEARING on
0498 652 127      
 www.tamarhearing.com

Clinics at Longford, Summerhill, and
Legana

senator.abetz@aph.gov.au (03) 6224 3707
Authorised by Eric Abetz, 136 Davey St, Hobart TAS 7000

Liberal Senator for TASMANIA
EricABETZ

Wishing all 
Tasmanians 

a happy 
2022!

Launceston named “Aussie Town of the Year”

Launceston has been named 
as the nation’s top travel 
destination in the 2022 
Aussie Town of the Year 
Awards by online travel site 
Wotif.com.

The awards are in their fifth 
year and are determined by 
Wotif data which examines 
accommodation afford-
ability, quality and traveller 
satisfaction. Launceston 
topped the list against 

stiff competition from 
Queensland, New South 
Wales, Victoria, South 
Australia and Western 
Australia.

1. Launceston, TAS

2. Caloundra, QLD
3. Tamworth, NSW
4.Yarra Valley, VIC
5.Adelaide Hills, SA
6.Bright, VIC
7.Hervey Bay, QLD
8.Halls Gap, VIC

9.Batemans Bay, NSW
10.Busselton, WA

Launceston Mayor Albert 
van Zetten said he was 
delighted to see Launceston 
topping the awards.

“This is a great recognition 
of what Launceston and 
Northern Tasmania has to 
offer the nation’s tourism 
market,” Mayor van Zetten 
said.

“Demand for the city has 
grown by more than 125 
per cent on Wotif.com 
and I think that’s a strong 
indication that the rest of 
Australia recognises and 
values what makes Laun-
ceston special — the natural 
attractions like the Cata-
ract Gorge, amazing local 
produce, and a variety of 
accommodation options.

“Launceston boasts incred-
ible regional facilities like 
UTAS Stadium, Australia’s 
largest regional museum 
and art gallery in QVMAG, 
and is the gateway to North-
ern Tasmania.

“This award is a credit to 
Launceston’s hospitality 
and tourism businesses 
who collectively have been 
working for many years to 
put Launceston on the map.”

An aerial shot of the Aussie Town of the Year, Launceston, looking North from the CBD towards Invermay, with the Tamar River stretching 
out into the background towards George Town. (AERIAL PHOTO COURTESY OF HYPERLOCAL MEDIA - WWW.HYPERLOCALMEDIA.COM.AU)
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Tales of the Tamar 
The George Town Female Factory 1822 - 1834

By Diane Phillips.

There were in fact two 
premises used as the Female 
Factory in George Town. 
The first one was a shed 
in the lumber yard near 
York Cove. The second was 
established in the house that 
had been built and occupied 
by the Reverend John Youl 
and his family in Cimitiere 
St, on the NW corner of the 
unmade Bathurst St. 

In these establishments 
the manufacturing of cloth 
and shoes was recorded. 
It is likely that these were 
the earliest manufacturing 
establishments of this type 
in Van Diemen’s Land. In 
1822 Governor Sorell visited 
the town and inspected the 
original factory. The lumber 
yard was located on the 
waterfront between Bathurst 
and Anne Streets. This 
factory consisted of a shed 
in which the women worked 
during the day. 

Sorell was pleased to see 

that good quality cloth and 
shoes were being manufac-
tured there. However, there 
was one problem with this 
in that the women were ‘on 
their own hands’, which 
means they were free to do 
whatever they wanted after 
work. In these early days 
in George Town convicts 
who had built themselves 
a house were obliged to 
provide accommodation for 
those who had no house, 
including the women. So, 
it is not difficult to imagine 
what might have been going 
on behind closed doors.

In 1820 John Bigge was 
commissioned by the Brit-
ish Government to investi-
gate Governor Macquarie 
and his spending on public 
works and roads. Bigge vis-
ited George Town and said 
that a place should be found 
to house and employ the 
women, and punish if them 
if necessary. Four years later 
a suitable place was found.
In 1816 work began on what 
was to be the town and by 

1819 George Town became 
as important as Hobart. The 
island was divided in two 
around Oatlands. It was 
almost like two states. Each 
half had its own govern-
ment with Hobart as head-
quarters down south and 
George Town in the north. 
This only lasted for about 
five years until the head-
quarters were moved back 
to Launceston in 1825.

This led to the second facto-
ry. The house that had been 
built in George Town for the 
clergyman was left vacant 
when the Youls had moved 
back to new headquarters 
in Launceston. It quickly 
became just the ideal place 
to house and employ the 
women. 

At times there were as many 
as sixty women housed 
there. This would have been 
a bit crowded so it is likely 
the women slept in ham-
mocks. At first this would 
have been a very comfort-
able house, but over time 

it fell into disrepair with 
broken windows and doors 
falling off their hinges. 

The behaviour of the wom-
en also left something to be 
desired. There were reports 
of lewd carryings on with 
the boatmen transporting 
the women to and from 
Launceston dallying on 
their way up the river. An 
incident occurred when a 
ship was in port and the 
sailors went over to the 
house and gave the women 
some ‘spirituous liquor’. An-
other time some bushrang-
ers shot a constable on duty 
and ran off with one of the 
girls.

The northern female factory 
remained in George Town 
right up until 1834 when a 
new factory had been built 
in Launceston. The building 
was then used for other ac-
tivities, including the Mag-
istrate’s home and court. 
In 1997 an archaeological 
dig was carried out on the 
second site in Cimitiere 

St. The dig, backed up by 
much research, uncovered 
an important part of the 
history and significance of 
the town. 

It is to be hoped there will 
a quiet, reflective memori-
al, including the names of 
those who spent time in the 
factory, installed opposite 
the site as part of the Regent 
Square re-developments. 
The Female Convict Re-
search Centre has expressed 
support for this and 
suggested the inclusion of 
a female convict sculpture 
in this location would align 
with what has been done in 
the south of the state.  

In November 2004, as part 
of George Town’s Bicen-
tenary commemorations, 
conceptual artist Christina 
Henri’s evocative “Depar-
tures and Arrivals” massed 
900 bonnet installation 
displayed in the shape of a 
cross was erected on the site 
of the Female Factory. The 
bonnets were arranged as 

if the ‘babies’ were looking 
out of the front door across 
Regent Square to the town. 

This ephemeral installation 
and the moving ceremony 
that was held, acted as a me-
morial to the many babies 
who died in Tasmania’s fe-
male factories. The project is 
remembered with interpre-
tation and a small showcase 
of memorial bonnets in a 
room in the Watch House. 
Visitors can watch a series 
of videos in which Christina 
explains her art projects and 
they frequently emerge in 
tears after viewing it.  

Meetings are usually held at The Grove in Elizabeth St on the 3rd Monday of the month, starting at 7.30 pm, but for the first three months of the year they are held in the 
outlying areas.

 
The next meeting will be held at the Tam O’Shanter Golf & Community Club

on MONDAY, 21 MARCH, starting at 7.30 pm 
 

Speaker: Keith McLauchlan - “The Development of Tam O’Shanter”  
 

Everyone is welcome to attend. There is no charge, but a gold coin donation towards supper is appreciated.
Masks must be worn inside and all other COVID conditions will be in place. 

FOR UPDATES SEE:  George Town & District Historical Society Facebook Page.
www.facebook.com/George-Town-and-District-Historical-Society-1375090549395357/

Email info@gtdhs.com or Phone 6382 4412.

GEORGE TOWN & DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC.

LEFT: Female Factory Site - Christina Henri with Bonnets at the bicentenary installation in 2004. UPPER-RIGHT: A representation of the female factory on a model vil-
lage. LOWER-RIGHT: A Watch House display of the bonnets. (PHOTOS: Supplied - George Town & District Historical Society.) 
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