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Reducing Wildlife Injuries and Fatalities on 
Tasmanian Roads

1. The most import-
ant thing you can do is 
reduce your speed in 
wildlife zones, especially 
between dawn and dusk. 
Reducing your speed by 
20 kph will reduce the 
chance of impact by 50%. 
You will also have a better 
chance of avoiding a col-
lision and the animal will 
have more time to move 
away.

2. Don’t throw rubbish 
including food on the 
road it will entice ani-
mals, increasing the risk 
of roadkill.

3. Use your horn.

4. Watch for features like 
steep banks that can cut 

off an animal’s escape.

5. Keep your eyes on the 
side of the road for signs 
of wildlife; it will also 
keep you alert.

6. Attach a sonic warning 
device to your car.

7. Remember that sum-
mer is when pouch young 
are venturing away from 
parents; be extra alert.

8. Also be aware that 
wildlife will be attracted 
on roads that run close to 
or cross rivers.
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PAGE 6 
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Winners of the 2021 Design 
Awards announced

West Tamar Coun-
cil Mayor Christina 
Holmdahl is pleased to 
announce the winners 
of the Design Awards 
for 2021 as 1 Daniel-
la Court, Trevallyn 
for ‘Best New Single 
Dwelling’, 159 Kayena 
Road, Kayena for ‘Best 
Renovation or Exten-
sion’, 13 Allison Ave-
nue, Riverside for ‘Best 
Multiple Dwelling De-
velopment’ and Miners 
Gold Microbrewery 5 
West Street, Beacons-
field for ‘Best Non 

Residential Project’.

The winners received a 
Tasmanian hand-craft-
ed specialty timber peg 
by Brad Latham, which 
was presented a Coun-
cil Workshop Morning 
Tea to the winners 
including owners Rob 
& Sue Miller, designer 
Gilliam van der Schans 
and builder Tim Haw-
kins from 1 Daniella 
Court; owner/builders 
Nigel & Rowena Austin 
and designer Troppo 
Architects from 159 

Kayena Road; owner/
builder Tony Streefland 
and designer Leigh 
Adams from 13 Allison 
Avenue; and owners 
Brett and Kathleen Vic-
tory, designer Meindert 
van der Molen from 
MV Consulting and 
builder Ascent Group 
from Miners Gold Mi-
crobrewery.

Council has been 
formally recognising 
outstanding design 
in the municipality 
through the Design 

Awards since 2016 and 
continues to encourage 
design in a positive way 
outside of the formal 
planning and building 
approval process.
Nominations were 
sought from Council 
staff and Councillors, 
and judged by a three 
person panel compris-
ing of Mayor Christina 
Holmdahl, Councillor 
Richard Ireland and 
Manager Development 
Amanda Locatelli. 

Judges were looking for 

designs which have the 
capacity to stimulate, 
engage and delight its 
occupants, visitors and 
passers-by, as well as 
considering the extent 
of innovation, inven-
tion and the originality 
of the designs, along 
with a range of other 
selection criteria.

“It’s exciting to see so 
many examples of great 
design from Trevallyn 
right through to Kay-
ena, with a diversity of 
builds presenting their 

own challenges along 
the way,” Mayor Chris-
tina Holmdahl said.

“Council is encour-
aged by the number of 
properties which we’ve 
had to choose from 
and we look forward to 
continuing to be able to 
celebrate the very best 
of design in the West 
Tamar Municipality.”

For LOCAL Tasmanian News
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University of Tasmania 
Launches Diploma of 
Paralegal Practice

The University of Tasmania 
will be expanding access 
to legal studies in the state 
with the launch of a Diplo-
ma of Paralegal Practice in 
semester one, 2022.

Aimed at addressing the 
lack of paralegal studies 
previously available to 
Tasmanian students, the 
new qualification will be 
available at UTAS campus-
es across the South, North, 
and North-West, as well as 
online.

“The Law School is com-
mitted to improving access 
to higher education for all 
Tasmanians,” UTAS Dean 
of Law, Professor Michael 
Stuckey said. “Until now, 
students have only been 
able to do the first year of a 
Bachelor of Laws in Burnie 
and Launceston – if they 
wanted a tertiary qualifi-
cation, they would have to 
move to Hobart to com-
plete their studies.”

“We want to change that. 
With this new Diploma of 
Paralegal Practice, students 
can complete a year of 

study and obtain a highly 
regarded tertiary qualifi-
cation without having to 
leave the region. They can 
also choose to continue 
their legal studies with a 
full year’s credit into the 
Bachelor of Laws.”

Equitable access to legal 
representation has been 
problematic in some 
regional areas of Tasmania 
and it is hoped that increas-
ing the number of locally 
trained legal professionals 
will help to balance this 
disparity.

“The North-West has faced 
shortages of lawyers in the 
past and this is a challenge 
the University has a key 
role in helping to address. 
Every region needs equita-
ble access to the professions 
that support their com-
munities, which is why we 
deliver medicine and now 
nursing on the Coast.”

Professor Stuckey hopes 
to increase access to legal 
studies by ensuring that, in 
the future, the full Bache-
lor of Laws degree can be 
studied by students in the 
North and North-West of 
the state. 

“Having to move to Hobart 
to finish law is a barrier 
for budding lawyers in re-
gional and remote areas of 
Tasmania. “There are pas-
sionate future lawyers out 
there who, for any number 
of reasons, can’t move to 
Hobart to study. Of our 
current students, only 15% 
are from the North, 10% 
are from the North-West 
and not even 5% are from a 
remote area.”
 
“If we want to give more 
Tasmanians the opportuni-
ty to study law, we need to 
remove barriers to access 
– that is why we are actively 
exploring providing stu-
dents with the option of 
studying for the Bachelor of 
Laws online or studying on 
campus and face-to-face. 
We are absolutely commit-
ted to face-to-face teaching 
and there will be no reduc-
tion in our high-quality 
on campus learning and 
research activities.”

Applications for the 
Diploma of Paralegal 
Practice are now open. 
Further information is 
available on the UTAS 
website at: utas.edu.au 

Emily Stratton
Community Reporter

The West Tamar Youth 
Mayor Program selects a 
student from year 7-9 to 
represent the youth of the 
West Tamar municipality 
for one year, providing a 
focus for their views to be
heard by the West Tamar 
Council.

As the 2021 inaugural 
Youth Mayor Chloe White 
ends her term, West Tamar 
Council Mayor Christina 
Holmdahl is pleased to an-
nounce that our 2022 Youth 
Mayor is Elizabeth Sexton.
Ms Sexton, who will be 
in year 9 at Launceston 
Christian School when 
she serves her term during 
2022, believes she can make 
a difference and positively 
impact our community.

“I want to act upon what 
is right, not just talk about 
it. As Youth Mayor, I will 
help to secure a good future 
for everyone, youthful and 

elderly,” Ms Sexton said.

“I want to engage the youth 
in their local community 
and give them a voice in 
decisions that will ultimate-
ly affect them and their fam-
ilies, now and in the future”.

The West Tamar Youth 
Mayor’s role is to recognise 
the importance of helping 
better represent young 
people in the West Tamar, 
by speaking on behalf of 
their needs and identifying 
opportunities to effectively 
work towards empowering 
local young people. The role 
came about from the 2020-
2022 West Tamar Youth 
Strategy which identified
empowering young people 
with skills and confidence in 
our municipality as one of 
its goals.

“While we have always 
encouraged West Tamar 
youth to let us know what 

they want for our communi-
ty, the Youth Mayor helps to 
streamline this communica-
tion by including young
people in Council’s decision 
making process, providing 
a stronger youth voice in 
the local community and 
increasing their understand-
ing of the roles and func-
tions of Local Government,” 
Mayor Christina Holmdahl 
said.

“After a successful year 
working with Chloe White, 
I look forward to seeing 
Elizabeth grow in this role 
as she assists me in formal 
Council duties, as well as 
hearing her thoughts and
suggestions on improving 
life for young people in the 
West Tamar.”

Elizabeth Sexton an-
nounced as the West 
Tamar Youth Mayor for 
2022
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Keep practising 
COVID safe behaviours 
this summer

There are measures to reduce the risk as we 
enjoy summer events and activities however, 
we can expect cases of COVID-19 to occur in 
our community. 

The best way to protect yourself, your family 
and the community is to ensure you are fully 
vaccinated if eligible.

Reduce the risk — keep it COVID safe:

• Be fully vaccinated.

• Use Check in TAS at venues and events to 
help with contact tracing.

• Wear a mask when needed and stay up to 
date with latest rules and requirements. 

• Stay home when unwell and get tested 
if you have any cold or flu symptoms.

• Wash / sanitise your hands regularly.

• Practise physical distancing — 1.5 metres 
where possible.

Find out more at: 

coronavirus.tas.gov.au

Three Northern Tasmanian 
Men’s Sheds have received 
an early Christmas gift with 
funding grants to support 
the health of men through 
the latest round of the 
National Shed Development 
Programme. 

Federal Member for Bass 
Bridget Archer said the 
funds will go towards pur-
chasing much-needed items 
including a defibrillator, 
table saw and test and tag 
training and equipment. 

“I have been fortunate to 

visit many Men’s Sheds 
across our northern Tasma-
nian region,” Mrs Archer 
said.

“From my discussions with 
members, I know Sheds 
play a vital role in prevent-
ing social isolation offering 
men of all ages a safe and 
friendly environment where 
they can work on meaning-
ful projects while building 
strong social connections.”

Round 22 Local Men’s Sheds 
Recipients:

Riverside Men’s Shed - 
$3450.00

Exeter Men’s Shed - 
$3590.00

Bridport Community Men’s 
Shed - $2398.00
 
The NSDP provides funding 
to Men’s Sheds through a 
competitive grants process.

Applications for Round 23 
of the NSDP will be opened 
in mid-January 2022.

Tamar Valley 
Men’s Sheds re-
ceive exciting 
early Christmas 
Gift

The West Tamar Lions Club 
has donated $5,000 to the St 
Vincent de Paul Society to 
fill and distribute 50 Christ-
mas Hampers to families 
and individuals in need 
along the West Tamar.

The 50 hampers were deliv-
ered on Friday December 

10, 2021 to two schools in 
the area.

Every year, the St Vincent 
de Paul Society distributes 
Christmas Hampers to indi-
viduals and families in need 
across Tasmania. 
In all, the St Vincent de 
Paul Society distributed 

more than 1,200 Christmas 
Hampers across the State for 
Christmas in 2021. Rough-
ly half (550) of these were 
distributed in the North 
of the state, including the 
Tamar Valley, with the other 
half being distributed to the 
South of the state. 

West Tamar Lions Club 
helps spreach Christ-
mas Cheer

Left to right: Zachary Taylor (Exeter primary Principal), Sue McKenzie, Jo Gorsuch, 
Brian and Bernard (West Tamar Lyons), Eric Welsh and Vyvyan Allchin from the St 
Vincent de Paul Society. (PHOTO: Supplied)



Have News? Email: News@TamarValleyNews.com.au 5

Representing our community
Authorised by B. Archer, Liberal Party of Australia, 100 St John St, Launceston TAS 7250. 

FEDERAL MEMBER FOR BASS
BRIDGET ARCHER MP

 6334 7033    bridget.archer.mp@aph.gov.au    bridgetarcher.com.au    BridgetArcherMP

Music in the Park returns for 2022

Launceston’s annual concert 
program Music in the 
Park will celebrate its 15th 
anniversary when it returns 
to City Park for 2022 in 
January.

 Music in the Park is a free 
concert series held in Laun-
ceston’s City Park on Sun-
days throughout summer, 
featuring live music from 
talented local performers 
and free train rides.

 This summer’s Music in the 
Park features six concerts 
with the first, featuring 
Apache, kicking off on 
Sunday, January 9.
 
Launceston Mayor Albert 

van Zetten said the annual 
Music in the Park series was 
supported by a loyal crowd 
of followers.
 
“City Park is a magnificent 
setting for events like this, 
and there are some great 
musicians taking part,” 
Mayor van Zetten said.
 
“If you love taking advan-
tage of the summer weather, 
getting outside with friends 
and family, and live music, 
then Music in the Park is 
for you.
 
“The kids’ activities like the 
City Park train is also great 
drawcard for the young 
ones.”
 
“We have another diverse 
line-up of local performers 
in the 2022 program.
 
“If you’ve never been before, 
it’s great family friendly fun. 
It’s totally free of charge, 
and we’d encourage families 
across Launceston to head 

down to City Park and enjoy 
it this summer.”
 
Patrons are reminded that 
COVID-19 precautions will 
be in place, and that Music 
in the Park is subject to 
weather.
  
The Music in the Park 
2022 summer program 
comprises:
Sunday, 9 January, 2022, 
12.30pm - 2.30pm — 
Apache

Sunday, 16 January 2022, 
12.30pm - 2.30pm — West 
Tamar Municipal Band and 
St Andrews Caledonian 
Pipe Band

Sunday, 23 January 2022, 
12.30pm - 2.30pm — The 
Tassie Tenor

Sunday, 30 January 2022, 
12.30pm - 2.30pm — Tas-
mania Police Pipe Band, 
Australian Army Band and 
Highland Dancers

Sunday, 13 February 2022, 
12.30pm - 2.30pm — Beat-
Street

Sunday, 20 February 2022, 
12.30pm - 2.30pm — Laun-
ceston City Band

In the event of inclem-
ent weather, check for 
cancellations by visiting 
the City of Launceston 
Official Facebook page 
or www.launceston.tas.
gov.au

Music in the Park returns for 2022. (PHOTO: Supplied)

Prefer
to read
online?

After a week of Tasmania’s 
borders being opened, the 
Government announced a 
mask mandate for all indoor 
settings except in your place 
of residence, including on 
public transport or in taxis 
or ride sharing where you 
could come into contact 
with another person. 

For some time, masks have 
already been mandatory in 
higher-risk settings such 
as events or large sporting 
events to reduce the likeli-
hood of COVID-19 spread-
ing in the community. 
Premier, Peter Gutwein 
stated mandating masks for 
indoors in Tasmania would 
add another important 
safeguard in our defence 
against the potential spread 
of COVID-19 in the com-
munity.

Recent data shows that over 
97% of Tasmanians aged 16 

and over have received their 
first dose of the vaccine, and 
more than 93% in the same 
age group have received 
a second dose. Currently 
there are over 96% of chil-
dren over the age of 12 who 
have received their first dose 
and more than 91% have 
received their second dose.  

“If it’s been five months 
since your second dose, 
make sure to book in for a 
booster, and give yourself 
the extra protection you 
need to protect yourself, 
your family and your loved 
ones.”

There’s no doubt that wear-
ing a mask can be annoying 
or uncomfortable, partic-
ularly for those of us that 
need to wear glasses, but 
how many of us are actually 
wearing the mask correctly?

The official public health ad-

vice at the time of publish-
ing this article is that face 
masks should be worn over 
the mouth and nose and 
should fit securely around 
your face to provide protec-
tion against infection.

If you wear glasses, then you 
have probably figured out it 
can be tricky to wear a mask 
at the same time, but luckily 
there are a few things you 
can try to reduce the risk 
of looking through foggy 
glasses.
• Use a mask that 
has a metal strip at the top 
which you can pinch to fit 
around your nose to de-
crease the amount of warm 
air from getting out and 
fogging up the glasses.
• Try moving the 
glasses down your nose a 
little bit so they are sitting 
over the top of the mask, 
this will help keep some of 
the warm air pinched in but 

it will also move the glasses 
away from the direct line of 
flow.
• Stick the mask on 
your face with surgical tape 
to create a seal. The tape will 
provide a seal and decrease 
the risk of glasses fogging 
up. The best way to create 
the seal is by sticking tape 
on the bridge of the nose 
and across the cheek bone.
• Ensure the mask 
is the right size for you. A 
tighter fitting mask will de-
crease the amount of breath 
from coming out. 

Whilst masks are not yet 
mandated for children 
under the age of 12, some 
parents may decide they 
want their children to wear 
a mask. For some children, 
this may be a daunting ex-
perience, particularly if they 
are younger.

To help your children feel 

more comfortable with 
the idea you can try the 
following:
• Set an example by 
wearing a mask too. They 
may be more receptive to 
the idea if you are doing the 
same thing.
• Listen and under-
stand the concerns of your 
child. They may not like 
wearing a mask because 
it makes their ears sore 
which is a relatively easy fix. 
Some masks are made to 
be looped around the head, 
although if you can’t find 
these types of masks, you 
can either make or purchase 
a lopping system that will go 
around the head instead of 
the ears.
• Make wearing a 
mask a fun game, you could 
both pretend to be anything 
from a superhero to a spy 
protecting your identity. 
Disposable masks should be 
replaced with a new mask 

if you need to take if off for 
any reason. The advice from 
public health also notes that 
for anyone with COVID-19, 
the used face mask should 
be placed in a sealed bag 
and put into a bin. Cloth 
masks can be re-used but 
it is recommended to wash 
these after each use so it 
is recommended to have a 
couple of clean spares ready 
to go. 

A scarf or bandana is not 
considered an appropriate 
face mask by public health.

To find out more about 
how to correctly wear 
and remove a mask, 
more information can be 
found at https://www.
coronavirus.tas.gov.au/
keeping-yourself-safe/
face-masks/mask-wear 
ing-advice-and-resources

Tips for mask-wearing in our “New Normal”
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Tasmania has the dubi-
ous distinction of being 
the ‘roadkill capital of the 
world’ and never is this 
more evident than in sum-
mer. 

Not only can wildlife-vehi-
cle collisions significantly 
reduce species population 
and cause declination in 
biodiversity, but they can 
also cause considerable 

damage to vehicles and 
potential injuries to their 
occupants. 

In 2019 one Australian 
insurance company report-
ed 1039 claims related to 
wildlife-vehicle collisions in 
the month of May alone. 

With the aim of reducing 
the prevalence of wildlife 
causalities on our roads, 
The Tamar Valley Wild-
life: Roadkill Initiative 
(TVWRI) has been working 

as a branch of Wildcare 
Tasmania since 2020. 

The TVWRI operates in the 
Tamar Valley region, imple-
menting proven mitigation 
strategies and developing 
novel innovations to build 
and strengthen policies and 
guidelines to reduce road-
kill. These strategies include 
a focus on driver education, 
participation in learning 
groups, as well as ongoing 
research. 

The TVWRI describes 
late spring and summer 
as being “linked to more 
active periods associated 
with foraging, reproduction, 
and dispersion activity,” 
and these periods are when 
roadkill numbers are at 
their highest. 

“This is the time when 
young are venturing away 
from their parents. Some 
bask in the warmth of road 
surfaces. A New Zealand 
study revealed that possum 
roadkill from November 
– March was double that 
occurring in winter.”

As summer progresses and 
the prevalence of roadkill 
becomes more apparent, 
the TVWRI has compiled a 
list of measures that drivers 
can implement to decrease 
the likelihood of harming 
wildlife on our roads:

1.       The most important 
thing you can do is reduce 
your speed in wildlife zones, 
especially between dawn 
and dusk. Reducing your 
speed by 20 kph will reduce 
the chance of impact by 
50%. You will also have a 
better chance of avoiding 
a collision and the animal 
will have more time to move 
away.

2.       Don’t throw rubbish 
including food on the road 
it will entice animals, in-
creasing the risk of roadkill.

3.       Use your horn.

4.       Watch for features like 
steep banks that can cut off 
an animal’s escape.

5.       Keep your eyes on the 
side of the road for signs of 
wildlife; it will also keep you 
alert.

6.       Attach a sonic warn-
ing device to your car.

7.       Remember that sum-
mer is when pouch young 
are venturing away from 
parents; be extra alert.

8.       Also be aware that 
wildlife will be attracted on 
roads that run close to or 
cross rivers.

But what to do if you come 
across injured wildlife? The 
TVWRI suggests that, as 
Tasmania is a state that does 
have a high incidence of 
wildlife injury “it’s not a bad 
idea to carry a pouch in the 
boot of your car. The pouch 
should be large enough 
to hold a baby animal. A 
couple of warm old towels, a 
couple of pairs of disposable 
gloves, and an anti-bacterial 

spray.” 

If you do see an animal that 
has been hit and it is safe 
to pull over “stop and see if 
the animal is still alive or, if 
it is a female, check to see 
if there are live babies in its 
pouch or nearby. If there 
are babies, put them in the 
pouch you are carrying and 
wrap them warmly.” 

It is then advised that you 
contact Bonorong Wildlife 
Sanctuary, an organisation 
committed to conserving 
Tasmanian wildlife. 

“Their phones are moni-
tored 24/7 and they will tell 
you what to do. Please re-
member if you are handling 
adult animals, they are wild, 
and may act aggressively.”

Bonorong Wildlife Sanc-
tuary can be contacted 24 
hours on 0447947217 or on 
03 6268 1184 during busi-
ness hours.

The Tamar Valley Wildlife: 
Roadkill Initiative can be 
found via the Wildcare 
website at wildcaretas.org.
au, via their facebook page, 
or contacted directly at 
manager@tvwri.com

Reducing Wildlife Injuries and Fatalities on Tasmanian 
Roads

Emily Stratton
Community Reporter

BE SEEN!

Reach out today to discuss how we can get
your business off to a strong start in 2022! 

 
Email: advertising@hyperlocalmedia.com.au

Grow your business!

Photo courtesy of the Tamar Valley Wildlife Roadkill Initiative 



Activities include
Cross Fitness

Armchairs
Aqua Therapy

Jazzercise
Beach Yoga

Circus Skills
Laser Tag - Pool Day *
Laser Tag *
Mountain Bikes *
Kite Flying 

For more information call Dravid on 0437 311 052 follow us on Facebook
facebook.com/healthygeorgetowntasmania

* These classes 
require Eventbrite 
bookings

See the Healthy George Town website 
for further details 
georgetown.tas.gov.au/healthy-george-town
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Mona Foma 2022 to Launch in Launceston

The 2022 Mona Foma 
festival is set to launch this 
month. Running from Janu-

ary 21st, the festival features 
over 300 artists across 40 
venues in Launceston, 
Hobart, and the Midland 
Highway.  

“Mona Foma reprises 
its dual-city model and 
continues to focus on local 
Tasmanian performers and 
makers, on their own and in 
collaboration with interstate 

and international artists,” 
Artistic Director for Mona 
Foma Brian Ritchie says. 

“It is exciting to contribute 
to Tasmania’s cultural re-
awakening and reopening.” 

A significant driver for 
intrastate and interstate 
tourism, the Mona Foma 
festival is a celebration of 
both local and international 
talent, featuring live music, 
dance works, aerials, and 
performance pieces. 

Since its inception in 2008, 
Mona Foma has become a 
staple for Tasmanians and 
visitors alike. This year 
sees the festival launch at 
Launceston’s Cataract Gorge 
with daring solo aerial 

piece Thaw, presented by 
prominent physical theatre 
company Legs on the Wall. 

The piece will feature a solo 
aerial artist performing for 
“eight precarious hours a 
day while harnessed to the 
top of a sculpted 2.4 tonne 
block of ice slowly melting 
as it hangs high over the 
Gorge.” 

Featuring a mix of Aus-
tralian artists and as well 
as artists from abroad, the 
program includes video 
artworks, site-specific in-
stallations, sonic sculptures, 
storytelling, epic instrumen-
tal performances, and dance 
works.

Musical acts include iconic 

rock band Midnight Oil, 
the Jason Whatley Quartet, 
The Chills, Sabine Bester 
+ the When Water Falls 
Ensemble, the Danny Healy 
Quartet, and renowned 
Australian organist Calvin 
Bowman, who will perform 
all of Bach’s organ composi-
tions in an 18-hour mara-
thon session at Launceston’s 
St John’s Anglican Church.

Mona Foma 2022 will run 
in Launceston from 21st – 
23rd January and in Hobart 
from 28th – 30th January.

For a full program of 
Mona Foma 2022 events 
and ticket sales, visit 
mofo.net.au 

Emily Stratton
Community Reporter

TASMANIANS now have 
greater access to sustainable 
transport, thanks to a new 
partnership. 

Aurora Energy has teamed 
up with the mobility tech 
provider, carbar, to give Tas-
manians access to a range 
of new and used electric 
vehicles (EVs) through a 
subscription-based service, 
removing lock-in con-
tracts and the need to buy 
outright.

The service is an entirely 

new offering for EVs in the 
state and allows Tasmanians 
to test the rapidly growing 
form of e-mobility.

Aurora CEO Rebecca 
Kardos said the energy 
retailer was excited to 
create an innovative new 
green product to share with 
customers, and hopes the 
partnership acts as a catalyst 
for the uptake and growth 
of sustainable transport in 
the state.

“We’re focussed on help-

ing our customers become 
more sustainable, whether 
that’s through being more 
energy efficient in the home 
or through greater access to 
low emissions transport,” 
Mrs Kardos said.

“Our partnership with car-
bar will do exactly that and 
help capitalise on Tasmania’s 
renewable energy advantage 
as we push towards becom-
ing a carbon neutral econo-
my – that’s a win-win.

“We look forward to seeing 
our customers out on the 
roads enjoying the pristine 
Tassie countryside in a way 
that is directly helping nur-
ture its very existence for 
future generations to come.”

The vehicles on offer range 
from the Kia Niro EV ($389 
per week) through to a 
2020 Nissan Leaf ($279 
per week). A Tesla Model 3 
will be added to the fleet in 
early 2022. The fixed weekly 
payment is in addition to an 
upfront fee which varies by 
model which covers the cost 

of fulfilment, delivery and 
initial servicing.

The weekly subscription 
fee aims to cover all of the 
cost of owning, maintain-
ing and running a car such 
as depreciation, interest, 
registration, insurance, 
routine maintenance, road-
side assist, mechanic faults, 
faulty and worn tyres and 
batteries.

All subscriptions also 
qualify for carbar’s loyalty 
program. This reduces the 
weekly cost of subscribed 
vehicles every year, via add-
ing loyalty credits to users’ 
accounts, and provides 
them with a 50% discount 
per year if they want to 
either swap vehicle or sub-
scribe to an additional car. 

carbar co-founder and 
CEO Desmond Hang said 
the barrier to entry for 
Tasmanians to access EVs 
will be significantly lowered 
through the partnership.

“There’s an incredible 

demand for EVs across 
Australia, and we believe 
this is especially the case in 
Tasmania, which has been a 
pioneer in Australia’s clean 
energy sector,” Mr Hang 
said.

“In addition to being an 
affordable means of getting 
behind the wheel of an 
EV, this launch is an ideal 
opportunity for many Tas-
manians to try their first car 
subscription. It is unlike any 
other means of accessing a 
vehicle. With EV technolo-
gy and innovation moving 
at a pace, subscriptions are 
ideal for those who always 
want to be behind the wheel 
of a car at the cutting edge 
of this trend.

“Finally, consumers can 
manage their car – on 
average their third largest 
household expense – on 
a fixed budget. There’s no 
unexpected running costs 
and you can cancel your 
car at any time; we believe 
this level of flexibility and 
affordability really resonates 

with the Tasmanian com-
munity.”

To support the launch, MG 
is offering a 25% off the 
weekly subscription price 
for the first 3 months (total 
value $988) for the MG 
eZS through its Tasmanian 
dealerships to the first 20 
Aurora Energy customers 
that subscribe to the car 
subscription service.

To find out more visit 
auroraenergy.com.au/
electric-vehicles-carbar

Partnership helping drive Tasmanian EV evolution
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Aurora CEO Rebecca Kardos, carbar Tasmanian ac-
count manager Allan Paine and Minister for Energy 
and Emissions Reduction Guy Barnett (PHOTO: 
Supplied)

Thousands set to be dazzled by Mona Foma in 2022 (PHOTO: Supplied)
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Café on the Pier

Best views on the Tamar
Everyone welcome

1st floor Seahorse World Beauty Point
200 Flinders St, Beauty Point TAS 7270
Ph: (03) 6383 4111

Open for coffee and lunch
10am – 3pm

Mobile animal shelter recognised 
on national stage
Tasmania’s first pur-
pose-built mobile animal 
shelter for use in natural 
disasters has had a ‘Decem-
ber to remember’, with the 
project being recognised 
twice on the national stage 
late last year.

The City of Launceston con-
structed the shelter, based 
in in a 40-foot shipping con-
tainer, to house the most at-
risk animals in emergencies 
like bushfires and floods.

The shelter — which is 
designed to be easily trans-
portable to any part of the 
State — boasts animal care 

facilities, insulation, air 
conditioning, LED lighting, 
extraction fans, running 
water and an administration 
area.

Earlier in December 2021, 
the shelter won the nation-
al prize in the innovation 
category at the Companion 
Animal Rescue Awards, 
followed by the Tasmanian 
local government award 
at the Resilient Australia 
Awards.

The project was also rec-
ognised as a finalist in the 
local government category 
of the national Resilient 

Australia Awards in Mel-
bourne.

Launceston Mayor Albert 
van Zetten said the project 
had been the brainchild 
of the City of Launceston’s 
regulations team, and had 
been brought to life through 
a $23,000 National Disaster 
Resilience grant.

“The mobile animal shelter 
is designed to serve as an 
animal care hub during 
natural disasters,” Mayor 
van Zetten said. 

“It has been designed and 
built with transportation in 

mind so that, within a few 
hours, we can have the mo-
bile shelter on a truck and 
in transit to anywhere in 
the municipality, or indeed 
anywhere in the State.

“The shelter will be able to 
temporarily house the most 
at-risk animals in a natural 
disaster where they can be 
monitored and cared for.

“However, it is important 
for pet owners in Launces-
ton to be mindful about 
what they might do with 
their four-legged friends in 
an emergency like a natural 
disaster.

“Our Pet Pal program 
encourages pet owners to 
make arrangements with a 
friend or family member to 
look after pets should the 
need arise, and this is some-
thing that’s very important.

“In a natural disaster, people 
may not necessarily be able 
to take their pets with them 
to an evacuation centre 
so it’s important to make 
arrangements in advance.

“We also know from other 
natural disasters in Austra-
lia in recent decades that 
there have been examples of 
people prioritising the safety 

of their pets above their 
own safety, and even putting 
themselves in harm’s way to 
attempt to rescue a pet.

“That’s why it’s so critical to 
have a plan in place for your 
pet in an emergency. This 
shelter will be a fantastic 
asset for our community, 
and I hope it also prompts 
pet owners to start think-
ing about an emergency 
plan for their four-legged 
friends.”

Landscape & Slashing Supplies
SCOTCON

Phone: 0418 133 374 Email: scotcon1@bigpond.com

Pfizer vaccine provisionally approved for five 
to eleven year olds 

In a statement, Tasmanian 
Premier Peter Gutwein said 
he welcomed the decision 
by the Therapeutic Goods 
Administration to provi-
sionally approve the Pfizer 
vaccine for five to eleven 
year olds.

“The Tasmanian Liberal 
Government is already 
planning to ensure that the 
vaccinations are rolled out 
as quickly as possible.”

“The date when the rollout 
will begin here in Tasmania 

will depend on final ATAGI 
advice but the aim will be to 
commence from 10 January 
2022 subject to all approvals 
being in place.”

“I encourage parents to get 
their children vaccinated 
when the vaccine becomes 
available in Tasmania to 
further protect your family 
and your community.”

“We are still planning for 
the return of students to 
school on February 9, as 
the Public Health advice re-
mains that the best place for 
children to be is in school.”  

“We expect that all children 
participating in the vacci-
nation program will have 
the opportunity to receive at 
least one dose before school 
returns.”

“The best way to protect the 
5-11 year old age group in 
the interim is for the whole 
family to get vaccinated.”

For more information on 
COVID-19 and vaccina-
tions, visit 
www.coronavirus.tas.
gov.au

LEFT: The Pfizer vaccine 
for COVID-19 has been 
provisionally approved 
by the Therapeutic Goods 
Administration for five to 
eleven year olds, will be 
made available for young 
Tasmanians. (PHOTO: File 
image)
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Crossword

Answers
(Turn page upside down)

Why did the birthday boy wrap himself in pa-
per?  He wanted to live in the present.

What did the full glass say to the empty glass? 
You look drunk.

Why couldn’t the toilet paper cross the road? 
Because it got stuck in a crack.

Did you know that ants are the only animals that 
don’t get sick? It’s true! It’s because they have 
little antibodies.

What do a tick and the Eiffel Tower have in com-
mon? They’re both Paris sites.

Do You know why you never see elephants hid-
ing up in trees?
Because they’re really good at it.

I bought the world’s worst thesaurus yesterday.
Not only is it terrible, it’s terrible.

Jokes

What can run but never walks, has a mouth but never talks, has a head but never weeps, 
has a bed but never sleeps?

A river

Answer
(Turn page upside down)

Riddle

Advertise Here
Visit: www.TamarValleyNews.com.au/Advertise OR Email: zac@hyperlocalmedia.info

148 Weld Street, Beaconsfield
Ph: (03) 6111 5097

Open:
Monday: CLOSED
Tuesday: 4pm-8pm
Wenesday - Sunday:
11.30am-8pm

Best Indian in Tasmania... Guaranteed!

Sharee Marshall
 FASHION FLOWERS FUN

@Gravelly Beach

Ladies Fashion and Flowers with a difference! 
Sizes 8-24

a: 279 Gravelly Beach Rd Gravelly Beach
e: sharee.marshall@westnet.com.au
w: www.shareemarshallfashion.com.au

Across

Highland (7)9

Jimi ---, short-lived rock guitarist (7)10

Hands off! (3,2)11

World's largest mammal (4,5)12

Based (9)13

Nobel-winning Irish poet and 
dramatist (5)

15

Dual Olympic gold-winning cyclist 
(6,5)

16

Rearrange (5)20

Today is the tomorrow you worried 
about --- (9)

22

Rugby commentator and seven 
times captain of the Kangaroos (3,6)

24

Common computer code (1,1,1,1,1)26

Possibly ... (5,2)27

Formally installed (5,2)28

Down

Practically in one's face (2,5)1

Sacred Hindu text (6)2

Lisa is one, and so is Jessica (8)3

NT sinkhole (5,5)4

Grand (4)5

No matter what (6)6

Persist (3,5)7

Outlay (7)8

Run a commercial operation (2,8)14

Move around (3,5)16

Machine controller (8)17

Revenge (7)18

Ray sins badly, living in the Middle 
East (7)

19

Shots (6)21

Respectable (6)23

Gum or plum? (4)25

U
1

M
2

V
3

N
4

T
5

A
6

T
7

E
8

P
9

LATEAUH
10

ENDRIX

CNRMOYYP

L
11

ETGOB
12

LUEWHALE

ORNYAGN

S
13

TATIONED
14

Y
15

EATS

ECUOIE

G
16

RAEMEBRO
17

WN

P
18

EBUPS
19

A
20

LTER
21

Y
22

ESTERD
23

AY

YAOIRER

B
24

OBFULT
25

ONA
26

SCII

AONRETEA

C
27

OULDBES
28

WORNIN

KTSESRTS

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10

11 12

13 14 15

16 17

18 19

20 21 22 23

24 25 26

27 28

Serving the Tamar Valley
and Greater Launceston
area with quality Australian
made mattresses and
bedding since 2019

Samsons Bedding

Conveniently located in the Legana industrial
area or can deliver direct for very reasonable

fee - Call Phil on 0431400264
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senator.abetz@aph.gov.au (03) 6224 3707
Authorised by Eric Abetz, 136 Davey St, Hobart TAS 7000

Liberal Senator for TASMANIA
EricABETZ

Wishing all 
Tasmanians 

a happy 
2022!

‘Drained and wary of the future’: why you might 
feel different about New Year’s resolutions this 
year
Jayashri Kulkarni, 
Professor of Psychiatry, 
Monash University

At the beginning of each 
year, many people make 
vows to either do or not 
do something to improve 
their life in some way. The 
fresh start of a new year is 
magically equated with a 
fresh start to life and often 
imbued with renewed hope 
that this year things will be 
better.

As we enter 2022, after 
two years of living with 
COVID-19, this hope may 
be stronger than usual.

The pandemic’s impacts 
have ranged from deaths 
and other adverse effects 
on physical and mental 
health, to huge changes 
in employment, income, 
travel, leisure and the abil-
ity to socialise. The effect 
on individuals has varied 
considerably, depending on 
what their life was like be-
forehand, how much it has 
affected them personally, 
and their own resilience.

Based on discussions with 
colleagues and patients, we 

may see resolutions driven 
by loss, guilt and anger, plus 
a rush on common types of 
self-improvement resolu-
tions and a greater drive for 
overall life changes.

Resilience

How we respond to the 
shocks of the pandemic 
depends in part on our re-
silience: the ability to adapt 
well in the face of adversity, 
trauma, tragedy, threats or 
significant sources of stress. 
It involves “bouncing back” 
from difficult experienc-
es, and it can also involve 
personal growth.

People who have lost 
loved ones to COVID may 
respond with New Year’s 
resolutions, but they may 
take positive or negative 
forms.

Positive resolutions might 
be commitments to honour 
the deceased in some way, 
or to live well because your 
loved one cannot. A pact 
or vow made with or to a 
deceased loved one to “live 
life better” can be a pow-
erful, positive motivator to 

change bad health habits 
such as smoking, excessive 
drinking or gambling, al-
though professional help is 
advisable to ensure safe and 
lasting change.

Negative resolutions, often 
driven by strong feelings of 
anger and despair, might 
be vows to seek revenge 
or punish those who may 
seem responsible for the 
death of their relative or 
friend.

“Revenge resolutions” are 
not usually helpful adapta-
tions and may spring from 
a sense of guilt arising from 
not being able to save their 
loved one or spend time 
with them.

People who survived a 
COVID infection while 
a loved one did not, in 
particular, often experience 
strong feelings of guilt.

Guilt-driven resolutions 
are driven by powerful 
emotions. They are likely 
to be realised in some form 
throughout the year, when 
hopefully the driving emo-
tions become less intense 
by the following year.

Personal improve-
ment

Since the virus has posed a 
major health risk, it would 
make sense for more people 
than ever to choose the New 
Year to resolve to improve 
their own health.

Quitting smoking is a very 
common New Year’s res-
olution, and it seems even 
more sensible than usual 
amid a global pandemic of a 
virus that mainly attacks the 
respiratory system. How-
ever, as many people have 
found in the past, giving up 
cigarettes is very difficult 
and often requires signifi-
cant planning and help to 
succeed.

While the pandemic may 
have made the desire for 
change stronger, it does not 
magically make resolutions 
any easier to achieve. This 
applies similarly to reso-
lutions to change the use 
of alcohol or other drugs, 
which would also benefit 
from planning and profes-
sional help.

Weight loss is another fa-
vourite New Year’s resolu-
tion. The famous “COVID 
kilos” will no doubt drive 
more people than usual to 
resolve to lose weight in 
2022.

Crash diets are common, 
but are often abandoned 
by February. Careful eating 
and an exercise plan ac-
companying the resolution 
will make it more likely to 
succeed.

Bigger changes

While COVID is likely 
to give an extra edge to 
common resolutions, we are 
also likely to see a surge in 
resolutions for overall “life-
style change”. Many people’s 
attitudes to work and family 
have changed dramatically 
over the past two years, due 
to travel restrictions, work 
or study from home, and 
little socialisation with those 
outside our immediate 
families.

This hugely significant 
alteration in our way of life 
has caused many people to 
reconsider their futures.

Many have found great 
enjoyment in spending time 
with family and are now re-
thinking their work–home 
balance. Discovering that 
working from home is pos-
sible has made many people 
reconsider their career 
options moving into 2022.

Some experts anticipate 
a post-pandemic work 
exodus, dubbed the “great 
resignation”, in which 
millions of people, from 
frontline workers to senior 
executives, may resign from 
their jobs.

According to recent re-
search by Microsoft, more 
than 40% of the global 
workforce are considering 
leaving their employers. 
This trend is expected to 
be replicated in different 
industries in the USA, UK 
and Europe. In Australia, 
this trend is not evident, 
but nonetheless, a New 

Year’s resolution may be to 
determine a different type 
of employment for 2022 and 
beyond.

Two paths for 
2022

COVID-19 has left most 
of us drained and wary of 
the future. Many people 
believed the pandemic 
would end in 2020, but 2021 
brought more infection, 
lockdowns and restrictions.

In times of trauma, when 
the future is uncertain, 
there can be a polarisation 
of behaviours. Some people 
adopt a “devil may care, live 
for now” attitude to life, 
with greater risk taking. 
Others take the opposite at-
titude, and exercise extreme 
caution and narrow their 
existence further.

Both groups may well make 
New Year’s resolutions to fit 
their approach to life.

This article was originally 
published on The Conver-
sation. 
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Tales of the Tamar 
“Around the Square” -  Ben Hyrons’ Cottage 

By Peter Cox

During the nineteenth 
century the streets around 
Regent Square were select 
places for living. If the 
cottages and mansions that 
once outlined the Square 
in Elizabeth, Cimitiere 
and Anne Streets could 
talk, their stories would be 
very interesting. Not least 
of them is “Ben Hyrons’ 
Cottage”, named after a man 
who spent little time in 
the town, but made a huge 
mark on the place in that 
short time.

Ben Hyrons was born in 
1795 in Worcestershire, 
England. He trained as a 
shoemaker, but was arrested 
for having counterfeit 
coins and was sentenced to 
transportation. He arrived 
as ‘Benjamin Hines’ on the 
Lord Melville in Hobart 
Town in December 1818. 
He was employed in his 
trade and then assigned to 
shoemaker James Blay who 
had shops in both Hobart 
Town and New Norfolk. By 
1827 Ben had his Ticket of 
Leave and set up his own 
business in Liverpool Street. 
As well as being a boot and 
shoe maker he was also a 
general trader  and soon 

established a second shop in 
New Norfolk.

In 1831 he was granted a 
conditional pardon. This 
allowed him to hold a 
liquor licence. He moved 
to Launceston, where he 
purchased the “Spread Eagle 
Hotel” in Brisbane Street. It 
was the first of a long list of 
hotels he would operate in 
Launceston over the next 40 
years.
Along with his hotels, Ben 
also operated a number of 
coach services, using his 
hotels as departure points 
for the coaches with stables 
for the horses.  

His first coach service was 
to Perth, which was later ex-
tended to Longford. He and 
his son operated that service 
for more than 20 years. 
In 1833 he began a coach 
service to Hobart, compet-
ing for many years against 
the existing operator, Mrs. 
Cox. He introduced larger 
and more comfortable 
coaches and reduced prices 
in an attempt to undercut 
the opposition. He drove 
the coaches himself, and 
was often criticised for his 
‘furious driving’ and some-
times ended up in court. 
He successfully operated 

the service until 1848 when 
he lost the mail contract to 
Page’s coaches.

In the 1840s Ben took to 
horse racing. He set up his 
hotel as a refreshment place 
for the racing set. His horse 
“Saladin” competed in the 
Launceston races, winning 
the Galloway Stakes in 
1843. He also took the horse 
to the Hobart races, but 
met with no success there. 
Another of his Launceston 
ventures was the Olympic 
Theatre, again part of his 
hotel. He organized the 
artists and directed the 
entertainment himself.

Ben managed several 
hotels between the 1830s 
and 1850s. Each hotel that 
he purchased became the 
Launceston depot for his 
coaches. He never kept the 
inns for long, regularly sell-
ing up, even announcing he 
was leaving the colony, only 
to re-appear as the licens-
ee of another hotel a few 
months later. That would 
become the departure point 
for a revival of his coaching 
run, with new and better 
coaches and another tilt for 
the mail contract.

In 1853 Ben auctioned off 

his coaches, horses and 
his household effects and 
moved to George Town. 
He purchased a house in 
Wellington Street and a 
farm east of George Town 
which he named “Nine Mile 
Springs”. In 1854 he pur-
chased the paddle steamer 
Governor Wynyard from 
Melbourne, and brought her 
to the Tamar to operate a 
passenger and cargo service 
between Launceston and 
George Town. 
In 1855 he built, the “Free-
mason’s Hotel,” which was 
opposite the present-day 
George Town Hospital in 
Anne Street. He joined the 
committee as Treasurer to 
manage the annual George 
Town Regatta. He also pur-
chased a house in Welling-
ton Street and a block on 
the corner of Cimitiere and 
Anne Streets. 

It looked as if Ben was 
set for a lucrative time in 
George Town, but such was 
not to be. Every week he ad-
vertised in the newspapers, 
encouraging the people of 
Launceston to take a day 
trip in his paddle steamer 
to George Town and dine at 
his hotel before returning. 
However, the Governor 
Wynyard was not suitable 

for the run. Its engine was 
inefficient and not strong 
enough to operate against 
the tide. It was frequently 
breaking down. 

The real problem was that 
the small steam-driven 
boats were not economic. 
The cost of coal and the 
need for a large crew meant 
they could not compete 
with the sailing ketches, 
which carried cargo at a 
much lower cost. There 
were not enough passengers 
to make this part of the 
service profitable and the 
larger and faster Launceston 
to Melbourne steamers also 
stopped at George Town for 
passengers. 

Even the hotel caused him 
difficulties with the author-
ities. As he already held 
a licence to sell liquor at 
his hotel, he was refused a 
licence for the Governor 
Wynyard. He was also ac-
cused of selling alcohol on 
Sundays. 

In 1857 he packed up and 
moved again. He put all of 
his George Town properties 
up for sale. He claimed to 
be making a voyage back 
to England, but instead he 
purchased another hotel in 

Launceston and operated it 
for a number of years. He 
did not completely abandon 
George Town. He kept the 
block in Anne Street and 
built a cottage there. He 
retired to George Town in 
1870 and died in 1873.

It is ironic that Ben should 
be remembered more by 
his cottage than by his 
achievements. His restless 
spirit never brought fame or 
riches from his many enter-
prises. Yet, he set a standard 
for hospitality in his many 
hotels for forty years. He 
was a major pioneer of the 
coaching industry, and was 
responsible for making 
public transport affordable 
and comfortable. 

By the late 1870s improved 
versions of steamships 
would be making daily trips 
between George Town and 
Launceston. On summer 
weekends and public hol-
idays hundreds of visitors 
would be visiting George 
Town for the day. His am-
bitions for the little seaside 
village had been just twenty 
years too early.

Meetings are normally held on the 3rd Monday of the month, starting at 7.30 pm with the January meeting held in the Boatshed at the Low Head Pilot Station, 
preceded by a BYO BBQ get-together for the start of the year.

 
Due to ever-changing COVID situation, the meeting planned for MONDAY, 17th JANUARY may not go ahead.

 
Guest speaker, Brian Stace has reluctantly cancelled and the Committee will make a decision on alternative arrangements or cancellation 

on the previous Monday and advise all members accordingly soon after.
 

FOR UPDATES SEE:  George Town & District Historical Society Facebook Page.

www.facebook.com/George-Town-and-District-Historical-Society-1375090549395357/

Email info@gtdhs.com or Phone 6382 4412. COVID-19 Precautions Apply.

GEORGE TOWN & DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC.

LEFT: Freemason’s Hotel in Anne St, George Town, RIGHT: Ben Hyrons Cottage on the Square 2014 (PHOTOS: Supplied)
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