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Jeanette Savage prepares for her final 
month in business

Read more on Page 7

New business aims to see George Town Kick Off
With the launch of the 
George Town Mountain 
Bike Trails in October, it 
was hoped that the trails 
would bring increased 
visitation to the region, 
and result in local business 
growth.

So far, this has been the 
case, with George Town 
local Jason Hills starting 
his new business ‘Send it 
MTB Shuttles’ to help make 
the Mount George Trails 
accessible to both locals and 
tourists alike.

“I’m a keen mountain biker 
myself ” said Mr Hills, who 
has set up a mini-bus and 
custom-built trailer to 
transport up to 13 passen-
gers at a time (and their 
mountain bikes) up to the 

top of Mount George from 
the trail heads, as well as 
to and from the centre of 
George Town, where a pick-
up/drop-off zone will be 
designated outside the old 
RSL building.

Everything I’ve got is 
sourced locally.” Said 
Mr Hills, whose pas-
sion for the local area 
makes him an ideal 
tourism operator and 
ambassador for the 
region.

Read More on 
Page 9



Dear Readers, 

One of the best things about producing this newspaper, is being able to
travel throughout the Tamar Valley, meeting with the people who make
up the very fabric of the community. 

We see first-hand the strength, resilience, character, and sense of
community that make up the Tamar Valley. 
Every month we are inspired by the people we meet, stories we hear, and
the events we witness. 

2021, while not being without its challenges, has been a year of
accomplishments for our community. New public spaces, like the George
Town Mountain Bike Trails, have opened, new businesses have welcomed
their first customers, and tourists from throughout the state have been
able to see our beautiful corner of Tasmania in a more intimate manner
than was previously possible. 

For the team at Tamar Valley News, we have also had accomplishments
this year. Recently, we were able to hire two new staff members to help us
continue to serve the needs of the Tamar Valley. Emily Stratton was hired
as a Community Reporter, helping to report on local news and keep you
informed. Phillip Ragan was also hired as a Sales Representative to help
make it easier for local businesses to purchase advertising packages and
connect with our newspaper. 

These accomplishments would not be possible if it weren’t for the support
of yourself, the reader, and our amazing local advertisers. As always, we
ask that you support local businesses, and if you’re buying from any of our
advertisers – please be sure to let them know that you saw their ad in the
Tamar Valley News! 

If you’re a business owner who would like to advertise with us, please
email sales@hyperlocalmedia.com.au 

If you have news or a local event to share, please email
news@tamarvalleynews.com.au

We also owe tremendous thanks to the incredible team at the George
Town and District Historical Society for their efforts in writing the in-depth
historical articles on the back page of each edition. 

Our team is looking forward to continuing to publish the Tamar Valley
News in 2022 and we thank you for your ongoing support!

We wish you, your family, and your community a very Merry Christmas,
and a happy and safe New Year. 

Kind Regards, 

Zac, Kristy, Chris, Emily & Phil. 

Hyperlocalmedia.com.au

Tamar Valley News is Locally Owned & Operated by 

Christmas Message

"Connecting Brands,
Businesses & Communities"

The site master plan for 
the new Legana Primary 
School has been released 
for public comment as well 
as the issuing of a Request 
for Tender for an early site 
works component. 

Local architects Cumu-
lus Studio developed the 
master plan for the new 
primary school at 612 West 
Tamar Highway in partner-
ship with the Department 
of Education, the West 
Tamar Council and other 
stakeholders.

Extensive community and 
stakeholder consultation 
has helped shape the devel-
opment of the new primary 

school and its surrounds 
including workshops with 
educators, students from 
nearby schools and the 
broader Legana commu-
nity, 

The new school will include 
a library, multi-purpose 
hall, school gardens, shared 
community sporting facili-
ties and an onsite commu-
nity oral health clinic.

The draft intake area for the 
new school is expected to 
be released for consultation 
shortly and the successful 
contractor for the early 
site works component is 
expected to commence in 
2022. 

These works will include 
construction of the tem-
porary access road and car 
park, and pave the way for 
the major building works 
to begin later in 2022 
following a separate tender 
process.

The new primary school 
at Legana is part of the 
Tasmanian Government’s 
investment in new educa-
tion infrastructure across 
Tasmania to help learners 
to thrive.

The site master plan and 
draft intake area map 
is available to view at 
www.education.tas.gov.
au/leganaps

Feedback sought 
on Legana Primary 
School site master 
plan

BE SEEN!

Reach out today to discuss how we can get
your business off to a strong start in 2022! 

 
Email: sales@hyperlocalmedia.com.au

Grow your business!
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RECENT NEW FEATURES:

COVID-19 digital certificate storage — if you wish, you can store your 
COVID-19 digital certificate in your Check in TAS app.

Quick check-in — you can now check into frequently visited locations 
without needing to scan a QR code.

Remove your display name — for added security, you can remove your 
details (name and phone number) from displaying on the home screen.

To access all of these features, make sure you update your Check in TAS 
app in the Apple app store or Google Play.

NEW CHECK IN TAS FEATURES

Including the ability to store your  
COVID-19 digital certificate.

For more information on Check in TAS including how 
to connect your digital certificate with the app, visit: 

coronavirus.tas.gov.au/checkintas

Bell Bay Wins National 
Diversity Award
Michael Spicer of Liberty, 
Bell Bay has been rec-
ognised in the 2021 Women 
in Resources Awards.

Mr Spicer was awarded 
the honour in the Gender 
Diversity Champion cate-
gory of the awards that seek 
to recognise peoples and 
organisations who work to 
champion the participation 
of women in the resources 
sector. Since their incep-
tion in 2010 the Women in 
Resources Awards, set up 

by the Chamber of Minerals 
and Energy of Western Aus-
tralia, have acknowledged 
winners from a wide range 
of areas, including engi-
neering, human resources, 
environmental sciences, 
geology, and trades.

As Production Materials 
Movement Manager, Mr 
Spicer has increased diver-
sity in team leadership roles 
to 50 percent and overall 
female participation by 16 
percent, as well as support-
ing the professional devel-
opment of women in his 
team who aim to advance 

within the sector.

“The workforce has sig-
nificantly changed over 
the years,” said Mr Spicer. 
“When I started my career, 
the workforce was male 
dominated, with a few 
women working in admin-
istrative roles on site… The 
benefits of diversity are clear 
to me. There is more diverse 
thinking, we challenge each 
other, and we help each 
other. I have seen women 
grow and develop through 
increased and changing re-
sponsibilities and account-
abilities.”

Regarding diversity and 
gender parity in the work-
place, general manager of 
Liberty, Bell Bay, Richard 
Curtis said: “Critical posi-
tions are increasingly being 
filled by women. Our cur-
rent apprenticeship program 
has female representation at 
60 percent and in 2021, 24 
percent of new team mem-
bers were women.”

“I am pleased to say that 
I work in an increasingly 
gender diverse environment 
across all of our operations.”

Emily Stratton
Community Reporter

The government have 
been working to phase out 
suspended sentences in 
Tasmania.

Attorney-General, Elise 
Archer, tabled the Sen-
tencing Advisory Coun-
cil’s (SAC) review under 
section 2 of the Sentencing 

Amendment (Phasing out 
of Suspended Sentences) 
Act 2017.

“The review confirms our 
new sentencing options, 
such as home detention, 
community corrections 
orders and expanded drug 
treatment orders are valu-

able additions to our justice 
system, as an alternative to 
suspended sentences.” Said 
Ms Archer.

“Pleasingly, the report notes 
suspended sentences are 
far less likely to be used 
now in the Supreme Court 
compared to before these 

reforms were enacted - 
demonstrating they are 
working as intended.”

“I thank the SAC for their 
work in preparing this re-
port, and the Government 
will now carefully consider 
it in full before responding 
further.”

Richard Curtis (left) and Michael Spicer (right)  
(PHOTO: Supplied)

Phasing out suspended sentences



Exeter Show returns for 2022
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The Exeter Show is back, 
better than ever for it’s 
108th year in 2022! A Covid 
safe and family friendly 
event, there is something for 
all ages and interests.

Proudly presented by the 
Exeter Show Society Inc., it 
is a true ‘agricultural show’! 
Set in Exeter at the heart of 
the picturesque Tamar Val-
ley, the show brings together 

the best of Tasmanian 
exhibitors as well as visitors 
from across Australia. 

A great day out for the 
whole family, the Exeter 
Show offers sideshow alley, 
rides, food/drinks, ani-
mals, competitions, home 
industries, local makers, live 
entertainment and more.

The Exeter Show Society 

Inc. thanks all sponsors,  
judges,  stewards,  announc-
ers,  advertisers and volun-
teers who help  to make the 
show a great success. They 
also extend thanks to our 
local Tamar Valley com-
munity whose passion for 
our community continues 
to drive events such as the 
Exeter Show.

To keep up-to-date, follow 

the Exter Show Facebook 
page. 

The Exeter Show website 
will be live early Decem-
ber and applications for 
stallholders are now being 
accepted.

To get in touch or show 
interest in a stall, email 
exetershow.secretary@
gmail.com

Works start on Northern  
Tasmanian Junction Upgrades
Works are now underway 
on the first of three key 
junction upgrades to be 
rolled out in Tasmania’s 
north over the next three 
months. 

The $4.3 million upgrade 
projects are jointly fund-
ed by the Australian and 
Tasmanian governments on 
an 80:20 split. The federal 
funding is through the 
second tranche of the Road 
Safety Program. 

Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister for Infrastructure, 
Transport and Regional 
Development Barnaby 
Joyce said the Road Safety 
Program supports the fast 
roll-out of life-saving safety 
works on rural and regional 
roads. 

“The Australian Govern-
ment has committed $3 bil-
lion nationwide to the Road 
Safety Program,” Minister 
Joyce said. 
“These upgrades are about 
ensuring that the infrastruc-

ture Tasmanians need and 
deserve is funded and deliv-
ered, to reduce the number 
of people missing around 
the dinner table due to road 
tragedies.” 

Tasmanian Minister for In-
frastructure and Transport 
Michael Ferguson said the 
first project to get underway 
is a new off-ramp connect-
ing the Bass Highway with 
Westbury Road at the Pros-
pect Vale interchange. 

“The new ramp will replace 
the current exit onto 
Westbury Road, which has 
a tight curve and a history 
of loss-of-control crashes 
at the location,” Minister 
Ferguson said. 

“This project will provide 
a safer and easier exit from 
the eastbound lanes of the 
Bass Highway onto West-
bury Road via Meander 
Valley Road. 

“Works began on Monday 8 
November and are expected 

to be completed in March 
2022, weather permitting. 
Road users are reminded 
to plan ahead for expected 
delays during construction.”

Federal Member for Bass 
Bridget Archer said the 
package will also deliver 
new dedicated right-turn 
lanes at the Windermere 
Road and Magazine Road 
junction on the East Tamar 
Highway, and the Wey-
mouth Road and School 
Road junction on Bridport 
Main Road. 

“Works on the East Tamar 
Highway junction started 
in late November 2021 and 
will start on Bridport Main 
Road in early 2022,” Mrs 
Archer said. 

“These projects complement 
four safety upgrades com-
pleted earlier in 2021 under 
the first round of the Road 
Safety Program.” 

The previous works deliv-
ered safety improvements 

including road widening 
and dedicated turn lanes 
at the junctions of Poatina 
Main Road and Green Rises 
Road, Colebrook Road and 
Tea Tree Road, Tasman 
Highway and Lake Leake 
Road, and Tasman High-
way and Upper Scamander 
Road. 

More information on the 
Australian Government’s 
road safety investments 
and initiatives is avail-
able at:
www.officeofroadsafety.
gov.au.

Your business could be here...
Visit www.TamarValleyNews.com.au/Advertise

Fire Permit 
Period de-
clared from 
1st December 
2021

Tasmania Fire Service 
(TFS) has declared that 
fire permits will be 
required from December 
1st until the end of the 
2021-22 bushfire danger 
period.

“To put in place measures 
to prevent bushfires over 
this coming summer, 
from 2am on the 1st 
of December, anyone 
wishing to light a fire in 
the open will require a 
permit,” said TFS Chief 
Officer, Dermot Barry.

People wishing to burn 
on their property can 
apply to a TFS Permit Of-
ficer by contacting their 
local brigade or calling 
1800 000 699. Permits 
are free and contain clear 
conditions that will en-
sure any burn is conduct-
ed as safely as possible.

“With much of Tasma-
nia having experienced 
above average rainfall in 
October and November, 
there has been significant 
grassland growth which is 
a potential fire hazard as 
we head into summer and 
the grass dries in warm 
and windy weather,” said 
Chief Officer Barry.

“By introducing permits, 
we are implementing 
measures to allow TFS to 
monitor fires in the land-
scape during expected 
spikes in fire danger and 
mitigate this risk of bush-
fires as best as possible.

“The declaration of the 
fire permit period is not 
designed to discourage 
people from burning, it is 
a way of only permitting 
burning when the con-
ditions are right, which 
is aimed at reducing the 
likelihood of escaped 
fires.”

Campfires and barbe-
ques will not require a 
permit however, people 
must always remain in 
attendance while any fires 
remain alight and ensure 
they are completely extin-
guished before being left 
unattended.

Further information 
is available in the 
attached Fire Permit 
Period Declaration 
Notice and at www.fire.
tas.gov.au

Prefer
to read
online?
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Authorised by B. Archer, Liberal Party of Australia, 100 St John St, Launceston TAS 7250. 

BRIDGET ARCHER MP
FEDERAL MEMBER FOR BASS

Wishing you a peaceful Christmas
and a prosperous 2022.

 100 St John Street, Launceston TAS 7250    03 6334 7033
 bridget.archer.mp@aph.gov.au    bridgetarcher.com.au

 BridgetArcherMP

New Men’s Table to launch 
in Rosevears

The Men’s Table invites men 
to pull up a chair at The 
Rosevears Hotel on Tuesday 
7th December at 6.30pm as 
we introduce a new way to 
support your community.

The Men’s Table is a charity 
dedicated to creating an 
environment for men to 
share openly about their 
lives and give them a sense 
of belonging, community, 
peer support and camara-
derie. It is also a great way 
for men to give back to their 
local male community. We 
live in a connected world 
but increasingly more and 
more men feel disconnected 
and segregated. 

Having heard some 

life-changing stories of 
bonding at our Tables, 
with the challenges related 
to 2020/21 we expect that 
more and more men will 
need to expand their sup-
port network. 

95% of men who are part 
of current Tables said that 
The Men’s Table was a safe 
space to share. We are more 
committed than ever to give 
as many men as possible 
the chance to benefit from 
being part of a Table. There 
is no charge to become a 
member of The Men’s Table. 

A Table is formed when a 
group of men come together 
for a meal each month to 
talk through their chal-

lenges and their highs and 
lows with a group of peers 
who they learn to trust and 
respect. 

“We now have 42 Tables set 
up across Australia, I think 
Rosevears will have the 
best views of any” said Ben 
Hughes, Co-Founder of The 
Men’s Table. 

“As a Launceston resident I 
am really keen to make sure 
we get men in Northern 
Tasmania off the couch and 
into communities of men.” 

The Men’s Table had humble 
beginnings when 12 men 
got together for a chat and a 
bite to eat in 2011. Instantly 
benefiting from the judge-

ment-free support and the 
informal way in which they 
could talk honestly about 
their lives, and their feel-
ings, they knew they were 
on to something special. 

Fast-forward eight years, 
and David Pointon and Ben 
Hughes decided that the 
formula they had at their 
Table (MT1) was too pow-
erful to keep to themselves. 
From the beginning of 
2019, 20 Tables have formed 
around Australia. 

They are now on a mission 
to bring The Men’s Table to 
Aussie blokes in every cor-
ner of our country. It takes 
just two/three men willing 
to meet monthly to start a 

Table, there is no cost (apart 
from your food and a drink) 
and each group is capped 
at 12 enduring members so 
that the bonds between the 
group can grow over time.

“The Men’s Table is a place 
where men can support oth-
er men, whilst supporting 
themselves. Our youngest 
member is 23 our oldest 87; 
men come from all walks of 
life. Come and have a meal 
with us and find out more 
with no obligation.” 

The Rosevears Men’s 
Table Launch is on 
Tuesday , 7th Decem-
ber 6.30pm - 9.00pm 
Rosevears Hotel, 215 
Rosevears Drive.

Bookings can be made 
here: 
https://bit.ly/3HHuq4b

Prefer
to read
online?

The Men’s Table helps men build meaningful connections and expand their support network. (PHOTO: Supplied)
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Café on the Pier

Best views on the Tamar
Everyone welcome

1st floor Seahorse World Beauty Point
200 Flinders St, Beauty Point TAS 7270
Ph: (03) 6383 4111

Open for coffee and lunch
10am – 3pm

Harmful Litter in Gravelly Beach

In response to increased lit-
ter and broken glass, a local 
resident of Gravelly Breach 
is calling on the Tasmanian 
EPA to increase awareness 
of its Report Rubbish app. 

Jack Davenport, who has 
lived in the area for two 
years, says that incidences 
of broken glass seem to be 
getting worse, and are a po-
tential danger for residents, 
visitors and pets.

“One of the great things 
about living here is the 
riverside walk,” said Jack 

Davenport, “We walk our 
dog daily, but there’s so 
much glass it’s becoming a 
real challenge to make sure 
she doesn’t step on anything 
sharp.”

Jack felt spurred to call for 
action after seeing broken 
glass littered along the 
Gravelly Beach Road path-
way across two hundred 
metres. Some of it he says 
has been there for at least a 
week.

“The problem is that a lot 
of the glass is shattered on 

grassy land, particularly un-
der the large palm trees. You 
just can’t see it. Bella, our 
beagle, loves that side of the 
road, but it’s too dangerous 
sometimes.”

Jack was researching litter 
reporting apps when he 
came across the EPA Tasma-
nia website ‘Report Rubbish’. 

The reporting site was 
launched in 2019, and 
allows people across Tas-
mania to make reports, in-
cluding with photos, which 
are then passed onto the 

relevant local authority. 

There is even a map to detail 
the reports made across the 
state.

“I must admit I was pleas-
antly surprised to see the 
app, but it’s got some old 
information and what seem 
to be inaccurate dates, so 
I’m not sure it’s even work-
ing. I think there needs to 
be some more information 
for residents about the app, 
because unfortunately litter 
is a perennial problem.”

Jack made a report about 
the glass using the app and 
is waiting to see what hap-
pens. He received an auto-
mated email to acknowledge 
his report.

“It’s not just pets; I can 
easily see a child walking 
barefoot and stepping on 
something. It’s a pity we 
can’t stop these kinds of stu-
pid actions that puts people 
in danger of getting hurt.”

Jack said that what made 
it worse for him was that 
some glass was broken just 

metres away from bins.

“Updating the app and 
just having signs up or 
something for residents 
would help a great deal so 
littering like this can be 
cleared promptly. We can’t 
stop stupid behaviour, but 
at least we might be able to 
clear it up.”

Above: Broken bottles  and a shattered windscreen photographed in Gravelly Beach. (PHOTOS: Supplied by Jack Davenport)

The RACT is warning mo-
torists about the increasing 
use of high-strength LED 
light bars on vehicles. 

RACT Chief Advocacy Of-
ficer, Garry Bailey, said that 
RACT members have raised 
serious concerns about how 
these lights are being fitted 
to cars. 

“Increasingly, we are seeing 
more high-powered lights 
being fitted to many vehi-
cles,” Mr Bailey said.

 “While they may be useful 
for driving off-road, we are 
receiving reports that mo-
torists are virtually driving 
blind when passing a vehicle 
with an active light bar. 

“The new generation of light 
bars are often equipped 
with LED lights, which are 
extremely bright and have 
resulted in an increase in 
complaints from our mem-
bers, especially in the north 
of the State. 

“While light bars are not 
illegal, there are clear rules 
about how they can be used.
 
“Tasmanian Road Rules 
prevent the use of driving 
lights or high beams when 
you are less than 200 metres 
behind or less than 200 
metres from any oncoming 
vehicle, or to dazzle another 
road user or in a way that is 
likely to dazzle another road 
user. 

“The other issue is that 
some light bars may not be 
fitted in accordance with 
the regulations, with some 
fitted in a position that is 
dangerous or fitted above 
the bonnet line. 

“While the rules are clear, 
we are also asking people 
to use common sense and 
show other motorists a basic 
level of courtesy. Regardless 
of whether you have a light 
bar or not, for goodness 
sake, just dim your lights 
when passing another vehi-
cle. It’s not that much to ask 
for and it could help avoid 
more accidents and fatalities 
on our roads.”

RACT issue road 
safety warning on 
light bars
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After almost fifty-one years 
in hairdressing, nineteen 
of which have been spent 
as proprietor of Beacons-
field’s Savoir’s Hair Studio, 
Jeanette Savage is preparing 
for her final month in the 
business. 

Starting her professional 
training at Launceston 
Technical College in 1971, 
Jeanette was employed in 
Launceston after grad-
uation at the then Kate’s 
Hair Fashions on Cameron 
Street. Working alongside 
colleagues from Austria, 
Poland, and Germany fed 
her interest in travel and 
she spent the next few years 
journeying around Australia 
and New Zealand before 
returning to Tasmania and 
marrying in 1978, stepping 
back from hairdressing 
to raise a family of four 
children. 

During her time as a stay-
at-home parent, Jeanette 
provided hairdressing ser-
vices once-a-week at Ains-
ley House Nursing Home in 
Low Head, something that 
she enjoyed greatly. “I love 
listening to elderly people: I 
call them a walking history 
book! They have so many 

great stories; where they 
come from, their adven-
tures, their talents.”

Working one evening a 
week at Savoir’s Hair Studio 
for some years, Jeanette was 
initially reticent when the 
owner of the salon asked 
if she wanted to take over 
the business but, with the 
opportunity to create her 
own schedule, Jeanette 
agreed. “Two children were 
working, one was finishing 
college, and the other was in 
high school so I took it up 
and finished up buying it.”

Community minded, 
Jeanette began volunteering 
in the Learning Assistance 
Program (LAP) aimed at 
developing student con-
fidence and competency, 
during her own children’s 
time in primary school. In 
the years since she has host-
ed over 30 students interest-
ed in hairdressing through 
multiple vocational mento-
ring programs. “I feel like I 
am giving back; I am giving 
them a chance to see if 
[hairdressing] is really what 
they want to do or not.” 
Two of Jeanette’s erstwhile 
students have since gone on 
to open hair salons of their 
own in the area.

During the Beaconsfield 

Mine Collapse of 2006 
Jeanette and her husband, 
Michael, hosted an in-
ter-state journalist in their 
home. She recalls the morn-
ing that the trapped miners 
were finally released. “I told 
him [the journalist] that 
I’d taped them getting out 
and he asked, ‘can I have a 
look?’. He had his little tape 
recorder and was recording 
what John Howard was 
saying on the news. Every 
time I watched it, I cried. 
When it finished, I turned 
and around and said, ‘what 
did you think?’ and he had 
tears rolling down his face. 
He said ‘this has been more 
than I what I thought. We 
came over here to report a 
story, but we have been here 
so long that we have become 
involved in the community, 
and it has become more 
than a story.’ That day was 
really emotional. I raced 
into work, and everyone 
was so happy, and I painted 
Welcome Home Boys on the 
window!”

Her enthusiasm for peo-
ple and the community is 
evident. Having clients from 
all around the Tamar Valley 
region, Jeanette is always 
interested in people’s stories. 
“There are some talented 
people in The Valley, there 
really are. And their adven-

tures ... I have a real passion, 
it’s not just hairdressing, 
you’ve got to be interested 
in the clients. When they 
come in, I want them to feel 
that they are important and 
it’s one-on-one. Or if there 
are a couple of clients here, 
we just have a casual talk. 
It’s just relaxing, that is how 
I like to make them feel. It’s 
not the hustle and bustle of 
‘get them in, get them out’.”

“My previous boss said to 
me ‘Jeanette, you don’t cut 
hair, you sculpture’. That’s 
what it’s about, you sit 
down, and you sculpture 
somebody.... I think com-
munication between the 
hairdresser and the clients is 
the most important thing… 
And in some cases, you can 
change somebody’s hair 
and they say ‘oh, wow!’ and 
that makes you feel good, it 
really does.”

The nature of the hairdress-
ing business has changed in 
the last fifty years. “When 
I first started Fridays and 
Saturdays were busy, busy, 
busy because everyone had 
to have their hair set to go 
to a ball or a country dance 
or a cabaret. But then styles 
changed and became more 
natural. I’ve only got two or 
three clients who have their 
hair set now.” 

In line with changing fash-
ions, Jeanette and a group of 
other hairdressers returned 
to Launceston Technical 
College to study Hair-
dressing for Men, a newer 
qualification for those who 
had previously studied 
Ladies Hairdressing. “Men 
never used to come into the 
salon when I first started, 
they went to the barber. But 
around 1973 they started 
coming in … Women would 
sit there and say ‘is he really 
having a perm? Is he really 
having a colour? What’s a 
man doing in our salon?’ 
Then it just became the 
norm.”

A self-described realist, 
Jeanette says that she has 
enjoyed the hectic schedule 
that comes with running 
one’s own business. “Once 
I am on the floor, I am on 
the floor. Last night I was 
eating my lunch at 6:30pm 
while I was cleaning up, that 
happens sometimes […] 
I always thought that if I 
wasn’t busy, I’d have to bring 
the ironing in!” 

But shutting down the busi-
ness for six weeks during 
the CoVid19 lockdown of 
2020 gave Jeanette space to 
reflect. “I just said to hubby 
‘we’ve got to do stuff!’”. 
Retirement makes room for 

Jeanette’s many hobbies. “I 
love my garden. I love pho-
tography, I’m in a photog-
raphy group at the moment. 
I love drawing, I want to 
get into more drawing and 
dabble with some painting. 
Sewing. And piano, I want 
to have a go at the piano 
more.” 

Looking back on years as 
a business owner in The 
Valley, Jeanette says “I have 
enjoyed it, surprisingly. I 
never thought I would have 
the confidence to do it years 
ago, never. But I was given 
that opportunity and I went 
with my gut feeling and 
said, ‘I’ll give it a go!’. I was 
nervous but you build up 
and you build your clien-
tele.” 

Her advice for aspiring 
business owners is learned 
from experience: “Have 
passion and put in the time. 
Communicate with your 
clients.”

“It has been a privilege 
working here. It’s been 
great” Jeanette says.

Savoir’s Hair Studio will 
close its doors on the 
24th of December 2021.

Emily Stratton
Community Reporter

Jeanette Savage prepares for her final month 
in business

Jeanette Savage reflects on a rewarding career in hairdressing and business ownership in the Tamar Valley. (PHOTO: Emily Stratton)
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New business aims to see George 
Town Kick Off

With the launch of the 
George Town Mountain 
Bike Trails in October, it 
was hoped that the trails 
would bring increased 
visitation to the region, 
and result in local business 
growth. 

So far, this has been the 
case, with George Town 
local Jason Hills starting 
his new business ‘Send it 
MTB Shuttles’ to help make 
the Mount George Trails 

accessible to both locals and 
tourists alike. 

“I’m a keen mountain biker 
myself ” said Mr Hills, who 
has set up a mini-bus and 
custom-built trailer to 
transport up to 13 passen-
gers at a time (and their 
mountain bikes) up to the 
top of Mount George from 
the trail heads, as well as 
to and from the centre of 
George Town, where a pick-
up/drop-off zone will be 
designated outside the old 
RSL building. 

“Everything I’ve got is 
sourced locally.” Said Mr 
Hills, whose passion for the 
local area makes him an 
ideal tourism operator and 
ambassador for the region.
 
“The van was bought locally, 
the trailer was built locally, 
the sign-writing was done 
locally, and we just want 
George Town to kick off 
now.” 

A car park is established 
at the trail heads at Mount 
George, with extremely 
limited parking available 

at the top of the mountain, 
making the shuttle bus 
an obvious choice to get 
yourself and your bike up 
the mountain, to ride it back 
down again. You can spend 
a day trying the differ-
ent trails, and rely on the 
convenience of the shuttle 
bus to get back to the start, 
rather than having to ride/
walk up the steep track to 
the starting point at the top 
of Mount George.
 
The tracks themselves are 
being labelled as a draw-
card, offering stunning 

views of George Town and 
the Tamar Valley. 

“The trails are wicked, the 
day that they opened they 
were pretty wet to what they 
are now.”

When asked if he has a 
favourite trail, Jason says 
they’re all good. 

“A lot of people are saying 
Desperado and Buzz Cut, 
but obviously there’s anoth-
er four that aren’t open yet”
 
Send it Shuttles will operate 

Wednesdays through to 
Sundays, but takes bookings 
7 days a week, and will also 
offer twilight runs to ensure 
their opening hours cater to 
all needs. 

“On Saturdays and Sundays 
I’m not going to have a 
cut-off time, so if people are 
here I’ll just keep going.” 

To find out more, visit 
senditmtbshuttles.com.
au 

Jason Hills with his new shuttle bus business ‘ Send It MTB Shuttles’ (PHOTO: Zac Lockhart)

Zac Lockhart
Tamar Valley News Editor 
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Councillor Justine 
Brooks resigns from 
George Town Council

Cr Justine Brooks has reluc-
tantly tendered her resigna-
tion from the George Town 
Council due to her impend-
ing ineligibility to continue 
to hold the position given 
she no longer lives, works, 
or owns property within 
the municipal area. Her 
role ceased November 30, 
and her replacement will 
be determined through the 
countback process, overseen 
by the Tasmanian Electoral 
Commission.
 
Justine Brooks was elected 
to the George Town Coun-
cil in 2018. Her election 
appointment as a Council-
lor followed a career with 
Council, commencing as 
the Municipal Planner in 
2012 and then being pro-
moted to Manager of Devel-
opment Services, followed 
by General Manager.
 
Several key projects were 

achieved or commenced 
during this time; 

• the development of 
the Windmill Point themed 
community space which 
included the design and 
construction of the bespoke 
replicated structure of the 
HMS Buffalo wooden boat, 
acknowledging one element 
of the history of the site 
with the landing by Patter-
son in 1804; 

• the renovation of 
the Council offices, which 
had little work done to them 
since construction in the 
1970’s; 

• the development 
of the Regent Square Play 
Space design and concept 
plan; 

• obtaining the 
funding for the Mt George 
Mountain Bike trail feasibil-

ity study and the subsequent 
creation of the GT Moun-
tain Bike reference group.

Perhaps the most significant 
and challenging task she 
undertook was leading the 
whole organisation re-
structure required after the 
Council faced a 1.7million 
deficit in 2017/2018. The 
Council is now in a much 
stronger financial position 
which was made possible 
due to the restructure of the 
organisation.
 
Over her time as Councillor, 
Justine represented George 
Town Council on several 
committees, including as a 
member of the Management 
Committee for Tamar NRM 
and Anglicare’s Commu-
nities for Children and as 
the inaugural Chair of the 
George Town Placemaking 
Committee.
 
With a Master’s in Envi-
ronmental Planning and a 
keen interest in placemak-
ing, Justine established the 
George Town Place Making 
Committee, made up of a 
team of passionate and tal-
ented locals. We were able 
to achieve many excellent 
outcomes for the Commu-
nity, including the introduc-
tion of a farmers market, 
craft market, public murals, 
among other projects with 
many others underway,” she 
said.
 
Reflecting on her time 
working with the George 

Town Council and Commu-
nity, Justine said, “Amongst 
my most important pieces 
of work was the commence-
ment of the Domestic, 
Family and Sexual Violence 
Strategy for George Town 
Council, the second Council 
in Australia to commit 
to doing so. with several 
other Tasmanian Councils 
following suit and working 
with Our Watch to develop 
a Statewide response.”
 
Justine is exceptionally 
proud of her commitment 
and contribution to the 
municipal area of George 
Town across a period of 10 
years. She believes the Com-
munity’s future is extremely 
positive and exciting. She 
encourages all community 
members to participate 
in Council meetings and 
public consultation and 
become actively involved 
in the community’s crucial 
decision-making processes.
Justine will continue to ad-
vocate for the Community’s 
needs through her new role 
on the Board of Indepen-
dent Living Centres Tasma-
nia and her volunteer work 
with Vinnies Food Van and 
Dining in Nights.
 
Justine said, “I would like 
to thank Council staff, 
management and her fellow 
Councillors for their hard 
work and dedication to the 
George Town Community 
and wish them every suc-
cess in the future”.

Former Councillor Justine Brooks (PHOTO: Facebook)

Tasmania’s skin cancer rates, 
while still high, appear to 
be plateauing as seen in 
exclusive data reported by 
the University of Tasmania’s 
Menzies Institute for Medi-
cal Research.
 
The study, led by PhD 
student Bruna Silva Ragaini, 
examined non-melanoma 
skin cancers (NMSC) in 
Tasmania since 1978. These 
NMSCs, which include 
basal and squamous cell 
carcinomas, are the most 
common types of cancer in 
Australia and outnumber 
the total of all other cancers.
The data is particularly sig-
nificant as Tasmania is the 
only Australian jurisdiction 
that collects information on 
NMSCs, and this is the first 
paper to be published with 
the Tasmanian data since 
the 1990s.
 
The paper shows around 
10,000 Tasmanians are 
diagnosed with a NMSC 
every year, with men more 
likely to develop these 
cancers than women, and 
the average age at first diag-
nosis is 71. The paper also 
shows that incidence rates 
increased steeply in Tasma-
nia through the 1980s and 
1990s, but began to level 
off and decline since 2014, 
which may highlight the im-
pact of sun smart messaging 
and changed behaviour in 
the community
 
While the trend may be 
declining, the economic 
impacts are staggering. A 
recent estimation in 2020 
showed that the direct costs 
of NMSCs to Australia was 
$1.2 billion.  Skin cancer is 
costly in more ways than 
one, and prevention is 

always better than cure.
 
Director of the Menzies 
Institute, Distinguished 
Professor Alison Venn, says 
she is pleased to be able 
to provide this important 
information to the public.
 
“We’ve known these NMSCs 
are very common, but up 
until now we weren’t able 
to say whether trends were 
improving in Tasmania. 
While there are encourag-
ing signs, we still see one in 
three Tasmanians diagnosed 
with this type of skin cancer 
by age 75.”
 
As we start to thaw out after 
winter and enter the sum-
mer period the key message 
is to be sun smart. Wearing 
a hat, protective clothing 
and sunglasses, using sun-
screen and seeking shade 
are all ways we can protect 
our skin.
 
Tasmanian Chair of the 
Royal Australian College of 
General Practitioners and 
skin cancer general practi-
tioner, Dr Tim Jackson, said 
that while NMSCs are rarely 
fatal, it’s important that they 
are detected early to avoid 
invasive treatments and 
scarring.  Patients are en-
couraged to be aware of any 
skin changes and discuss 
their skin cancer risk with 
their GP.
 
“We encourage high risk 
individuals over 40 years of 
age to come and talk to us 
and be examined for these 
skin cancers. Quite often 
early detection and manage-
ment can lead to far better 
cosmetic outcomes with less 
scarring and discomfort.”

Tasmanian Skin Can-
cer Statistics Show 
Promising Results
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GET YOUR SECOND DOSE

FINISH THE JOB

To protect yourself against COVID-19 

you must get your second dose 

of the vaccine.

Walk-in to a free public vaccination 

clinic (no appointment necessary) 

or book by going online or calling the 

Public Health Hotline.

You can also get your vaccinations 

at participating GPs or pharmacies.

Public Health Hotline 1800 671 738 
coronavirus.tas.gov.au/vaccine

Charles Dickens’ immortal 
yuletide novella is brought 
to the stage in Theatre 
North’s upcoming produc-
tion of Charles Dickens 
Reads A Christmas Carol. 
Starring celebrated Laun-
ceston theatre mainstay 
Michael Edgar as the epon-

ymous author and directed 
by local icon Peter Ham-
mond, the production will 
see Mr Dickens bring the 
tale of the miserly Scrooge 
and his journey of redemp-
tion to life. 

Mr Edgar has been a bastion 
of Tasmanian theatre for 
several decades, performing 
with Theatre North, Mud-

lark Theatre, Centr Stage, 
Three River Theatre, and the 
Melbourne Theatre Com-
pany. Mr Edgar was also a 
senior lecturer within The 
School of Visual and Per-
forming Arts at UTAS for 
over 20 years before retiring 
in 2008. His continuing 
contributions to Tasmanian 
theatre were recognised in 
2016 when he was awarded 

the Lifetime Achievement 
Award from the Theatre 
Council of Tasmania. 

With its stripped back 
staging, Charles Dickens 
Reads A Christmas Carol 
is “a straight-up no-frills 
reading, expertly performed 
by one actor”, said Programs 
Manager for Theatre North, 
Stuart Loone. “Michael is 

up there with no costume 
changes, no lighting – but 
he creates a richly detailed 
world around him. We can 
see the ghosts, Tiny Tim, 
Marley, Scrooge and the 
ghosts by the power of his 
performance alone”.

Heavily influenced by the 
inequity witnessed by the 
author in Victorian Brit-
ain, A Christmas Carol 
has captured the public 
imagination with its themes 
of humanism, love, and 
goodwill triumphing over 
financial greed and self-in-
terest since its publication 
in 1843. Stage adaptations 
of A Christmas Carol have 
been performed since 1844 
and the tale has since been 
adapted innumerable times 
for multiple mediums 
including ballet, opera, tele-
vision, film, and musicals. 
Charles Dickens himself 
began giving regular public 
readings of his novella at 
Christmastime and read an 
abridged version of his story 
127 times from 1853 until 
his death in 1870. 

“We had such an enthusi-
astic response to the show 

at the end of 2020,” said Mr 
Loone. “We decided then 
that we would reprise the 
show around Christmas 
time each year – something 
of a new tradition for people 
who love fine theatre and 
excellent story telling.”

Charles Dickens Reads A 
Christmas Carol runs for 90 
minutes, including interval, 
and will perform five dates 
across the North, including 
the Tamar Valley region, 
with performances at the 
Rowella Community Hall 
and Launceston’s Earl Arts 
Centre. 

Tickets are available at 
www.theatrenorth.com.
au 

SCOTTSDALE
Mechanic’s Institute Hall, 
Sun 28 Nov, 4:30pm
ROWELLA
Rowella Community Hall, 
Sat 04 Dec, 4:30pm
DEVONPORT
RANT HQ, Stewart St, Sun 
05 Dec, 4:30pm
LAUNCESTON
Earl Arts Centre, Fri 10 & 
Sat 11 Dec, 7pm

Emily Stratton
Community Reporter

Michael Edgar in Charles Dickens Reads a Christmas Carol (PHOTO: Supplied, Courtesy of Theatre North)

Charles Dickens Reads a Christmas Carol 



www.TamarValleyNews.com.au12

Construction has started 
on the largest building of 
the University of Tasmania’s 
new Launceston home at 
Inveresk Precinct where 
students and staff will learn 
and teach for generations to 
come.

The Willis Street building 
will support the future 
of science and health 
across the region, with 
purpose-built facilities to 
support truly distinctive, 
in-person and interactive 
learning experiences and 
research connected with 
industry.

With state-of-the-art 
nursing simulation labs, 
exercise science equipment, 
allied health clinics and 
more, this highly sustain-
able and innovative building 
will help deliver practical, 

face-to-face education and 
job-ready graduates.

The $97m development is 
part of the Launceston City 
Deal and connects to the 
city with the forecourt and 
main entrance on Cimitiere 
Street. The new pedestrian 
and cycle bridge will cross 
Boland St and the river, cre-
ating a continuous journey 
between the city and the 
Inveresk Precinct.

Pro Vice-Chancellor (Laun-
ceston), Professor Dom 
Geraghty, said the building 
would enable new ways 
of learning, teaching and 
researching.

“Everything you’ll see 
inside this building is 
purpose-built for hands-on, 
interactive learning that is 
connected to the health and 

science jobs and research 
that is important to our 
region,” Professor Geraghty 
said.

The building, to be known 
as The Shed in a nod to 
the past when two large 
railway sheds stood nearby, 
will be a place that brings 
students and staff, teachers 
and researchers, industry 
and community together to 
connect and together shape 
the future.

It will have two wings: one 
which focuses on students 
and staff, the other on labo-
ratories and research. They 
are connected by a bright, 
large atrium as a central 
meeting place, which will 
be open and welcoming to 
the public for small to large 
gatherings.

Designed by John Wardle 
Architects, the building 
features extensive use of 
Tasmanian timber and is 
constructed using local 
materials and labour.

A truly sustainable building, 
The Shed will be built with 
35% less embodied carbon 
than similar buildings con-
structed using conventional 
materials and techniques 
and will draw on less power 
once complete – it will be 
low carbon and low energy.

Local construction firm 
Fairbrother anticipates more 
than 200 workers and con-
tractors, including appren-
tices, will deliver the project. 
Fairbrother Chief Executive 
Officer Kurt Arnold said the 
company was excited to be 
involved in another innova-
tive, landmark University of 

Tasmania project that was 
so important to Northern 
Tasmania.

“Through this project, 
Fairbrother continues and 
grows its investment in 
Tasmania’s construction 
industry – employing local 
tradespeople and engaging 
Northern Tasmanian sub-
contractors, specialists and 
suppliers,” Mr Arnold said.

“Importantly, the Willis 
Street building provides 
a unique and challenging 
project on which to train 
our young apprentices – 
the future of our industry. 
This project provides two 
years of certainty, and not 
only allows us to retain our 
highly skilled workforce, it 
also provides opportunities 
for skilled tradespeople and 
industry professionals to 

join the team and be part of 
the journey.”

The Shed focuses on en-
couraging community and 
industry collaboration. It 
includes:

Simulation facilities for 
nursing and allied health
Food science facilities 
including a sensory lab to 
provide hands-on skills and 
testing
State-of-the-art teaching 
and research laboratories
Allied Health clinics to 
support new courses in 
Physiotherapy, Speech 
Pathology, Occupational 
Therapy, Exercise Science 
and Dietetics
Spaces which enable com-
munity health education 
programs for children and 
older adults, professional 
development workshops, 
sports science testing and 
wellbeing initiatives
An open central atrium 
showcasing core themes of 
food science and health, 
used for interactive events 
and forums to encourage 
community learning and 
research activities
Nationally registered, fully 
accessible changing place 
facilities available for public 
use
Extensive landscaping with 
active recreation spaces
A nutrition bar style take-
away café
Showers, bike storage and a 
parenting room
The University will transi-
tion to Inveresk in stages 
starting with the library ear-
ly next year and the River’s 
Edge building in 2023. The 
Willis Street building will be 
open from early 2024.

The urban realm outdoor 
spaces across the precinct 
will open next year and the 
refurbishment of existing 
buildings will be complete 
by 2024.

Construction underway on final stage 
of Launceston’s new campus

The view of the Willis St building from Cimitere Street (PHOTO: Supplied)

Letter to the Editor
Dear Editor,

The first impression a local 
or tourist has is their ap-
proach to a city/ town.

On going to Launceston 
within the West Tamar 
Council boundary, the 

abundance of blackberries 
along the way,disgusted me.

On coming home, ap-
proaching Beauty Point 
it was the same. Even the 
drains were overflowing 
with weeds. Every thing was 
let go, as if nobody cared.

Why isn’t more pride in 
work being shown?

Enid Denman, Beauty 
Point.

HAVE YOUR SAY
Send a Letter to the Editor

www.TamarValleyNews.com.au

Disclaimer: Views expressed in Letters to the Editor are those of the
author of the letter and do not represent the views of Tamar Valley

News or Hyperlocal Media.
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Across

Short prayer (7)1

Bounded (7)5

Underlying structure (6)9

Football's "Captain Blood" of 
yesteryear (4,4)

10

Sole wetland in Central West 
Queensland (4,4)

11

Tallied (6)12

Keynote (1,5)13

Rhett's belle (8)16

Software (8)18

Last movement (6)19

Designer McCartney (6)20

Group of spectators (8)22

Olive-green, black and white avian 
with a distinctive call (8)

25

Chamber music instruments (6)26

Preparing for publication (7)27

3-D artworks (7)28

Down

Japanese port city (5)2

Substantial (5)3

Red-flowered leafless shrub (6,3)4

Obtained on Route 66? (5)6

Small brush wallaby (9)7

Primitive (9)8

Baird Bay, SA, pelican breeding site 
(5,6)

10

Out of the race (9)14

Sydney electronic music band (9)15

Sworn statement (9)17

One of 4.5 billion or so (5)21

Small German WW2 marine raider 
(1-4)

23

Pursue (5)24
C

1

O
2

LL
3

EC
4

TS
5

K
6

IP
7

PE
8

D

SAAIAL

F
9

ABRICJ
10

ACKDYER

KGTOKEM

L
11

AKEDUNNS
12

UMMED

SEEN

A
13

S
14

HA
15

RPS
16

CA
17

RLETT

CNEIFOA

P
18

ROGRAMSF
19

INALE

AELI

S
20

TELLA
21

A
22

UDIE
23

NC
24

E

CSSNABH

W
25

HIPBIRDV
26

IOLAS

EIAIAS

E
27

DITINGS
28

TATUES

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10

11 12

13 14 15 16 17

18 19

20 21 22 23 24

25 26

27 28

Answers
(Turn page upside down)

Now Accepting Enrolments for
Kindergarten in 2022

Beaconsfield Primary School

If your child was born in 2017 
they are eligible to attend Kinder in 2022.

Please contact our school office on 6383 1215 
for more information and to register your child's details.

148 Weld Street, Beaconsfield
Ph: (03) 6111 5097

Open:
Monday: CLOSED
Tuesday: 4pm-8pm
Wenesday - Sunday:
11.30am-8pm

Best Indian in Tasmania... Guaranteed!

Sharee Marshall
 FASHION FLOWERS FUN

@Gravelly Beach

Ladies Fashion and Flowers with a difference! 
Sizes 8-24

a: 279 Gravelly Beach Rd Gravelly Beach
e: sharee.marshall@westnet.com.au
w: www.shareemarshallfashion.com.au

What do dentists call their x-rays?
Tooth pics!

Why were they called the “dark ages?”
Because there were a lot of knights.

What do you call malware on a Kindle?
A bookworm.

What do you call a cow with a twitch?
Beef jerky.

The sky was looking ominous so I asked Siri, 
“Surely, it’s not going to rain today?”
And she replied, “Yes it is, and don’t call me 
Shirley.”
That was when I realized I’d left my phone on 
Airplane mode...

Jokes

For LOCAL Tasmanian News

NO Paywall - every story is FREE to read!

Visit:
www.TasmanianBrowser.com.au

Steve was murdered on Saturday afternoon. His wife said she was reading. The doorman said he was in the 
shower. The chef said he was making breakfast. The gardener was pruning hedges. From the information 

given, who committed the murder?

The chef because Steve was murdered in the afternoon yet the chef’s alibi was that he was making breakfast.

Answer
(Turn page upside down)

Riddle
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City Deal redefining Launceston as one of the 
nation’s most liveable and innovative regional 
cities
The $536 million Launces-
ton City Deal continues to 
deliver jobs, drive economic 
stimulus, and unlock lasting 
benefits for the commu-
nity through city-defining 
projects. 

Fifteen of the City Deal’s 
original 33 commitments 
have been completed, with 
five new projects added, the 
fourth annual report since 
the Deal’s signing shows.

This progress is on full 
display today, with major 
construction starting on the 
$97 million Willis Street 
development – the larg-
est building in the $283.4 
million redevelopment of 
the University of Tasmania’s 
(UTAS) Inveresk campus.

This building will include 
state-of-the-art facilities fo-
cusing on food science and 
agriculture research, nurs-

ing simulation labs to train 
the future health workforce 
and new spaces for courses 
in allied health.

Federal Minister for Com-
munications, Urban Infra-
structure, Cities and the 
Arts, the Hon Paul Fletcher 
MP, said the City Deal was 
already delivering economic 
outcomes for the region.

“The Morrison Government 
has committed $130 million 
to the redevelopment of the 
University of Tasmania’s 
Inveresk campus, which is 
one of the largest infrastruc-
ture projects undertaken in 
Launceston.

“This city-shaping project 
is the centrepiece of the 
$536 million Launceston 
City Deal, under which all 
three levels of government 
are working together with 
the private sector to deliver 

community infrastructure 
projects that stimulate the 
economy, bolster liveability 
and secure a stronger future 
for the city.”

 Tasmanian Minister for 
State Growth, Roger Jaensch 
MP, said that work was now 
progressing on all of the 
buildings for UTAS’ new 
campus at Inveresk – with 
the North Esk River pedes-
trian-cycling bridge recently 
opening to the public.

“All major contracts for 
construction have been 
awarded to Tasmanian firms 
supporting the local con-
struction industry through 
the impacts of COVID-19 
and beyond.
 ``The staged approach 
of the Inveresk campus is 
allowing more on-going 
work for apprentices and 
other employees, maximis-
ing the benefits for local 

Launceston companies and 
businesses.

``It is clear that the in-
vestments being delivered 
under the Launceston City 
Deal will make Launceston 
Australia’s most liveable and 
innovative city,’’ Mr Jaensch 
said.

Federal Member for Bass, 
Bridget Archer MP, said the 
redevelopment of the Albert 
Hall is also progressing well, 
delivering works to rede-
fine the hall as a cultural 
destination for Northern 
Tasmanians. 
“The Greater Launceston 
Transformation Project has 
been a particularly major 
success, providing 600 
Internet of Things kits to 40 
schools across the Greater 
Launceston region to bol-
ster our education system 
and inspire our children to 
engage in the ever-growing 

technology fields. 

“It has also upgraded traffic 
signals at over 100 sites 
across the city with the 
latest traffic management 
technology, increasing 
road safety and delivering 
efficiencies across the road 
network,” Mrs Archer said. 

City of Launceston Mayor 
Albert van Zetten said the 
Council’s inaugural Cultural 
Strategy is now complete 
and progressing to the 
implementation stage to 
leverage Launceston’s rich 
cultural assets. 
“Stage 1 of the City Heart 
Project is drawing to a 
conclusion, with wayfinding 
signs completed earlier in 
the year and the final two 
projects now underway. 

“Planning for Stage 2 of 
City Heart is progressing 
well, with investigations and 

concept designs underway 
for St John and Paterson 
streets,’’ Mayor van Zetten 
said.

More information on the 
Launceston City Deal, in-
cluding further details of 
progress in latest annual 
report and three-year 
review, is available at: 
www.infrastructure.gov.
au/city-deals/launceston
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Don’t let roadkill spoil 
your Christmas
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a blessed 
Christmas 

and a happy 
2022!
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The holiday season is upon 
us with people returning to 
their home state, tourists 
visiting and busy people 
gearing up for the Christ-
mas and New Year holiday 
season. 

Part of this will mean more 
cars on the road, and as 
Christmas draws near more 
urgency to get things done. 

Wouldn’t it be great if we 
could avoid accidents in-
cluding those brought about 
by vehicle/animal collisions 
causing costly damage to 
our cars, people sitting in 
emergency rooms at hos-
pitals, and animals killed, 
crushed into roads, or their 
babies either becoming 

killed or motherless. 

We urge drivers to be alert 
at Christmas and exercise 
care.
The number one rule to 
mitigate the occurrence of 
these tragedies is to slow 
down.  It is recognized that 
excessive speed is the most 
significant factor in causing 
vehicle/animal collisions 
(roadkill). 

Dropping your speed to 80 
KPH in wildlife corridors or 
known hotspots can reduce 
roadkill by 50%. Wildlife 
warning signs are there 
to advise you of known 
hotspots.
There is also a number of 
other things you can do;

• Keep your eyes on 
the side of the road for signs 
of wildlife, it will also keep 
you alert
• Use your horn to 
scare them off
• Where possible 
keep your headlights on 
high at night
• Attach a sonic 
warning device to your car, 
they are inexpensive and 
available from auto parts 
suppliers
• Don’t throw 
rubbish on the road, it will 
entice animals increasing 
the risk of roadkill
• Watch for features 
like steep banks or poorly 
designed fences that can cut 
off an animal’s escape. 
Remember that there is 
quite a lot of wildlife that 
is diurnal and you may 
encounter them at any time 
during the day.

If you are unfortunate 
enough to hit an animal, 
please stop if it is safe to do 
so. 

The casualty may be able to 
be treated. Female marsu-
pials very often have pouch 
young which can be saved. 
Bonorong Wild Life Sanc-
tuary will take calls 24/7 to 
advise and arrange care, call 
0447264625.

Christmas isn’t always 
a happy time for 
everyone...
Unfortunately, Christmas 
isn’t always a happy time for 
everyone. 

Loneliness, isolation, mental 
health issues, domestic 
violence and an array of 
other complex issues affects 
a large percentage of the 

population, and no one is 
immune. 

This Christmas, check on 
your neighbours, friends 
and those in your commu-
nity. 

If you are concerned about 

your mental health, or are in 
crisis, reach out for help. 
A range of free, 24/7 ser-
vices are listed below. 

Alternatively, visit www.
findhelptas.org.au for 
a comprehensive list of 
local services

Lifeline:
Phone: 13 11 14 
Web: www.lifeline.org.au

Beyond blue 
Phone: 1300 22 4636
Web: www.beyondblue.org.au

Suicide Callback Service
Phone: 1300 659 467
Web: www.suicidecallbackservice.org.au

Kids Help Line
Phone: 1800 55 1800
Web: www.kidshelp.com.au

Mensline Australia
Phone: 1300 78 99 78
Web: www.menslineaus.org.au

Mental Health Services Helpline
Phone: 1800 332 388

24/7 Helplines
& Resources

The below helplines are free and available 24/7. 
If urgent, call 000 Emergency Services
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By Lorraine Wootton

Or is it even the third oldest 
settlement? The claim that 
‘George Town is Australia’s 
Oldest Town’ is based on 
the theory that Sydney and 
Hobart are now cities, and 
Sydney has ‘swallowed up’ 
all the smaller early towns 
around it, but let’s look at 
the facts.

The First Fleet with almost 
1,500 people arrived in Syd-
ney Cove, NSW in January 
1788, but settlement was 
not confined to Sydney for 
the next 23 years! Just as it 
happened in Hobart and 
Launceston, small ‘satellite’ 
towns gradually sprang up 
outside the original settle-
ment that later became part 
of the larger town or city as 
populations grew.
   
By March 1788 there was 
another settlement at 
Kingston on Norfolk Island. 
It began as a Colony of 
NSW, from 1844 - 56 it was 
a Colony of Tasmania and 
later became a Territory of 
Australia; it is still part of 
Australia.

Parramatta was settled in 
1788  and, like Liverpool 
(1798) and other ‘satellite’ 

towns, it is now a city in its 
own right, although it could 
be seen as part of a Greater 
Sydney - just as the outer 
suburbs on both sides of the 
Derwent  are seen to be part 
of Hobart. 

Windsor on the Hawkes-
bury River is strongly 
promoted today as “Austra-
lia’s Oldest Town”. Windsor 
was originally called Green 
Hills, but was renamed by 
Govr Lachlan Macquarie 
soon after his arrival in 
NSW in 1810. The first land 
grants were made in 1794 
and Windsor, Richmond, 
Pitt Town, Wilberforce 
and Castlereagh, were all 
planned by Macquarie as a 
grid of streets surrounding 
a central square - just like 
George Town and New 
Norfolk. Windsor is part 
of the larger Hawkesbury 
City Council, but is still a 
separate town and signage 
proudly  proclaims it as 
“Australia’s Oldest Town”. 

After coal was discovered 
at Newcastle on the Hunter 
River in 1797, a convict 
camp was established in 
1801, and in March 1804 it 
became a convict station for 
secondary offenders, but it 
is now a city. 

In September 1803 the first 
49 Europeans to come to 
Van Diemen’s Land, as Tas-
mania was then know,  ar-
rived at Risdon Cove under 
command of Lt John Bowen 
RN. After Bass and Flinders 
had proved it was an island 
separate from mainland 
Australia, the British were 
keen to establish settle-
ments on both sides of Bass 
Strait to prevent any French 
claims.  

The first European settle-
ment in Victoria was at the 
present day Sorrento on the 
Mornington Peninsula and 
named Sullivan’s Bay, but it 
was provisionally called the 
‘Hobart Camp’. Around 400 
people under Capt David 
Collins RN arrived at Port 
Phillip early in October 
1803 on the “Calcutta” and 
“Ocean”, but four months 
later moved to the Derwent. 
David Collins chose a new 
site for Hobart, across the 
river from Risdon at Sulli-
van’s Cove, where it is today. 

In November 1804, Lt Col 
William Paterson and over 
200 people landed at Outer 
Cove, so named by Bass and 
Flinders, but renamed York 
Cove by Govr Macquarie 
in 1811. They camped on 

both sides of the rivulet in 
tents and makeshift shelters 
for a few weeks. One of the 
three prefabricated houses 
they had brought became 
the first Government House 
near the end of today’s Anne 
St close to the Cove.  

Paterson immediately 
explored the whole estuary 
and by mid December, had 
decided to move the set-
tlement across to the head 
of Western Arm, where 
York Town was built with a 
second pre-fabricated Gov-
ernment House and around 
fifty more buildings. 

After a shipment of 600+ 
Bengal cattle arrived in 
March 1805, it became ob-
vious the area was unsuited 
to agriculture and soon 
the settlement moved to 
the head of the river where 
Launceston developed. 
The Aborigines had long 
practised ‘fire-stick farm-
ing’ so the area was already 
partially cleared making it 
easier for farming and later 
land grants. The first farms 
were around the North Esk 
River flats. 

Soon after arrival a Pilot 
Station and Signal Station 
were established at Low 

Head and until the building 
of George Town began in 
1816 it was an isolated, but 
important little settlement 
away from the main popu-
lation. 

Govr Lachlan Macquarie 
visited VDL at the end 
of 1811. While admiring 
Launceston’s picturesque 
location, he felt the Chief 
Settlement should be closer 
to the sea. He selected the 
site of the first temporary 
settlement, named it George 
Town, after King George 
III and planned the grid of 
streets around the Square 
that we know today.  

The first plans were drawn 
by convict surveyor, James 
Meehan in 1812, but it was 
1816 before convict work 
gangs began to build the 
town, and 1819 before the 
administration actually 
moved from Launceston to 
George Town.

In 1821 Governor Mac-
quarie returned to find 
George Town well estab-
lished as he’d planned it. 
He named Regent Square 
and the streets, but as a 
consequence of the Bigge 
Report, the Headquarters 
returned to Launceston in 

1825. However, the Female 
Factory remained at George 
Town until 1834, when a 
new factory was built in 
Launceston. 

George Town may not be 
the Oldest Town in Austra-
lia or even the third oldest 
settlement, but it is built 
on the site of one of the 
oldest European settlements 
around York Cove - the first 
in Northern Van Diemen’s 
Land/Tasmania. 

George Town is a true 
Macquarie Town and 
Regent Square, bordered 
by Macquarie, Elizabeth, 
Anne and Cimitiere Sts as 
planned by Macquarie as an 
open space for its people, 
is the Oldest Public Park in 
Tasmania. It has been listed 
on the Tasmanian Heritage 
Register since 2014. 

On 11 November, remem-
ber Lachlan Macquarie’s 
vision for George Town and, 
while acknowledging the 
devastating effects on those 
who had called this land 
home for thousands of years 
before, be proud to call 
George Town your home 
today. 

Tales of the Tamar 
Is George Town Australia’s Oldest Town?

No monthly meeting in December. 

NEXT MEETING

MONDAY, 17th  January 2022

5.30pm BYO BBQ at The Boatshed, Low Head Pilot Station prior to meeting at 7.30pm

Topic: History of the ‘Coromandel”

Guest Speaker: Brian Stace

Email info@gtdhs.com or Phone 6382 4412. COVID-19 Precautions Apply.

GEORGE TOWN & DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC.
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