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New Partnership Formed 
to keep ‘Freshing it up’ 

Read more on Pages 6-7

For many of us, owning 
our own business is simply 
a dream, but for Tameaka 
Parker, owner of T’N’T 
Fresh It Up in George Town, 
it’s been a reality for the last 
4 years. 

“I was out for Breakfast 
with a friend, and we were 

just talking, and I said I 
wouldn’t mind opening up a 
little café type business.” 

After walking up the road 
and finding an empty shop, 
Tameaka decided it was 
time to inquire about it, and 
it all went from there. 

“6 weeks later I was in here” 
She said. 

While Tameaka said the 
past 4 years has had its ups 
and downs, it was the last 6 
months she found most dif-
ficult to balance her family 
and business. 

“The last couple of years 
have been a lot harder for 
me because I have kids at 
home, especially the last 6 
months I really struggled to 
balance both.” 

“I was going to close alto-
gether” 

Posting to Facebook on the 
11th of October, Tameaka 
wrote: 

“ This is not exciting news 
for any of us. I have really 
enjoyed the last 4 years 
running my small home-
style food business, T’n’t 
Fresh it Up, but sadly the 

time has come for me to 
start winding down and 
saying goodbye to all our 
customers.”

“I have not made this deci-
sion lightly. However, I have 
2 small boys at home and 
I’m struggling to attend to 
their needs and all their ap
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Exeter Commu-
nity Carols to 
go ahead 

The Exeter Community 
Carols will go ahead again 
this year, on Sunday the 
12th of December from 
5pm - 8pm at the Exeter 

Showgrounds. 
Admission is by gold coin 
donatio and tickets are 
required due to COVID-19 
limits

Tickets are available from 
the Exeter Visitors Centre, 
or online using the details 
below.

Of beauty rich and rare

FOOD STALLS

SUNDAY DECEMBER 12TH

5-8PM

EXETER SHOWGROUNDS

TICKETS AVAILABLE FROM 1ST NOVEMBER 

AT THE EXETER VISITORS CENTRE

OR GO ONLINE VIA THE QR CODE 

COMPETITIONS 

CAROLS
E X E T E R  C O M M U N I T Y

Scan the QR Code for tickets

or visit

https://www.trybooking.com/BSQUT

https://exetercommunitycarols.weebly.com

facebook.com/ExeterCommunityCarols
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New Launceston 
My Aged Care 
in-person  
Service
Northern Tasmania will 
be one of Australia’s first 
locations to receive a new 
My Aged Care face-to-face 
service dedicated to sup-
port senior Australians.

 From next week, senior 
Australians will be able to 
talk directly to a My Aged 
Care specialist officer at the 
Services Australia Launces-
ton centre. 

Federal Member for Bass 
Bridget Archer said the 
service forms part of the 
Government’s commitment 
to helping senior Austra-
lians and their families re-
ceive the best personalised 
support and care available.

“The addition of face-to-
face services to help nav-
igate and access the aged 
care system is great news 
for our community,” Mrs 
Archer said.

“The local service will 
make it easier for senior 
Australians and their 
loved ones to make care 
decisions, as they sit down 
with a service specialist 
to discuss their particular 
needs. 

“The expanded offering 
will give people greater 
choice in how they access 
aged care information. The 
new face-to-face service is 
designed to complement 
the government’s My Aged 
Care website and call 
centre.”

Northern Tasmania is one 
of the initial 15 Services 
Australia sites to offer 
the aged care specialist 
face-to-face service, which 
will expand to 80 sites by 
December 2022.

Services Australia’s aged 

care specialist officers 
can help with providing 
in-depth knowledge about 
aged care services, offer-
ing financial information, 
registration and referral for 
aged care assessments, and 
connecting senior Austra-
lians with local support 
services, social workers, 
interpreters and advocates. 

The new service offering 
is part of the Australian 
Government’s $17.7 billion 
aged care reform package 
in response to the Royal 
Commission.

Appointments to see an 
aged care specialist officer 
can be made by visiting the 
Launceston Service Centre 
in Boland Street or by 
phoning 1800 227 475.



Having lunch with friends?

PLEASE CHECK IN

coronavirus.tas.gov.au
Visit the website for details and to download the Check In TAS app.
No smartphone? Others in your group or the business can check you in.
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The University of Tasma-
nia has an international 
reputation for excellence in 
climate science, research, 
and education, and is deeply 
committed to aggressive 
climate action.

It considers the findings 
of the recent International 
Panel on Climate Change 
Assessment Report on the 
impacts of climate change 
and the need for urgent and 
aggressive action as a line in 
the sand for humanity. 

As global leaders con-
template more aggressive 
climate action and the State 
Government is consulting 
on Tasmania’s next climate 
strategy, the University has 
prepared a detailed discus-
sion paper setting out op-
tions for a ‘climate-positive’ 
Tasmania.  

This is an ambitious strategy 
but, we believe that with 
a community-wide effort 

Tasmania can provide an 
example to the world on 
how to respond to climate 
change. The vision for a 
‘climate-positive’ Tasma-
nia consists of three broad 
elements: 

1. Maintaining Tasmania’s 
world leading net-negative 
emissions profile to 2030 
and beyond. 

2. Continuing to develop 
and deploy low-and zero- 
carbon technologies and 
processes to reduce emis-
sions in Tasmania while 
capitalising on the acceler-
ating decarbonisation of the 
global economy. 

3. Working with communi-
ties and partners to develop 
and implement detailed ad-
aptation plans to prepare for 
and minimise the impact of 
unavoidable climate change.

 The paper welcomes the 
Tasmanian Government’s 

proposed target of achieving 
net-zero emissions by 2030 
and beyond but also high-
lights that significant emis-
sions cuts from key sectors 
such as transport, agricul-
ture and industry are likely 
to be required by 2030 to 
meet this target and prepare 
the Tasmanian economy for 
a low carbon future. 

Professor Richard Eccleston, 
one of the primary authors 
of the university-wide col-
laboration, summarised the 
challenge ahead:

“It’s important to under-
stand that we will have to 
achieve significant emis-
sions reduction across the 
Tasmanian economy over 
the next decade to ensure 
that Tasmania maintains 
its current net-negative 
emissions status to 2030 
and beyond,” Prof Eccleston 
said.

“Our analysis and the 

independent modelling 
published by the Tasmania 
Government suggests that 
the amount of greenhouse 
gasses which can be re-
moved from the atmosphere 
and stored in Tasmanian 
forests and land is likely to 
decline over time.”

 While the amount of addi-
tional carbon which can be 
stored in Tasmanian forests 
in the future is uncertain, 
analysis presented in the 
paper suggests cutting 
gross emissions by 37 per 
cent by 2030 should ensure 
Tasmania would maintain 
its current world-leading 
emissions profile under the 
most challenging scenario 
presented in the recently 
published Independent Re-
view of the Climate Act.

 Meeting this target will also 
ensure that we are transi-
tioning in line with the rest 
of the world to a low-car-
bon future. The paper also 

outlines policy options and 
strategies for cutting green-
house gas emissions across 
Tasmanian industries in 
efficient and effective ways.

 According to Professor 
Eccleston: “Our hope is 
that these options will 
be considered as part of 
industry-specific emissions 
reduction plans the Tasma-
nian Government proposes 
to develop.”

 “Decarbonising the Tasma-
nian economy will require 
fundamental changes to 
how we live and how our 
industries operate, but with 
our renewable energy assets, 
expertise and commitment 
to climate action, we are 
well placed to meet this 
challenge in a way that 
benefits the economy, the 
Tasmanian community and 
the planet.” 

The Discussion Paper also 
highlights the economic 

opportunities a world-lead-
ing climate strategy would 
create for Tasmania, as well 
as the inevitable costs of 
inaction.

“The global economy is 
changing rapidly,” Prof 
Eccleston said. “There are 
literally trillions of dollars 
being invested in zero-car-
bon research, industries and 
products while markets for 
carbon-intensive products 
are in decline. 

“Tasmania effectively has 
a choice: we can embrace 
ambitious climate action, 
or risk being left behind 
and pay the price into the 
future.” 

The full Discussion Paper 
and summary chart pack are 
available at:

https://www.utas.edu.au/
community-and-industry/
tpe/climate-positive- 
tasmania

UTAS releases Discussion Paper on options 
for a climate-positive Tasmania
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Tasmanians interested in in-
vesting to make their homes 
more energy efficient now 
have any easier
way to do so.

A new partnership between 
Tasmanian organisations 
Aurora Energy and Bank of 

us was launched in late Oc-
tober, offering Tasmanians 
low-rate personal loans for 
a range of energy efficient 
products for amounts up to 
$80,000.

Eligible purchases for a 
Green Loan include solar 

panels, solar batteries, dou-
ble glazing for windows,
energy efficient appliances, 
rain water tanks, home 
insulation as well as electric 
vehicles.

Bank of us CEO Paul 
Ranson said it made sense 

New ‘Green Loans’ to make it easier 
to make your home more energy  
efficient 

BE SEEN!

Reach out today to discuss how we can get
your business off to a strong start in 2021! 

 
Email: zac@hyperlocalmedia.info

Grow your business!

to partner with another 100 
per cent Tasmanian
organisation to help deliver 
the Green Loan.

“As the only Tasmanian cus-
tomer-owned bank, we’re 
excited to be joining forces 
with Aurora Energy to give 
Tasmanians the opportunity 
to purchase more energy 
efficient products with a 
Green Loan,”
Mr Ranson said.

“The launch of the Green 
Loan is part of our lon-
ger-term plan towards de-

veloping our environmental
sustainability.”

Aurora acting CEO Oliver 
Cousland said the retailer 
was committed to helping 
customers become
more energy efficient.

“We’ve been a long-time 
supporter of initiatives that 
enable our customers to 
purchase energy
efficient products that 
ultimately help reduce their 
energy bills,” Mr Cousland 
said.

“A Green Loan is another 
way Tasmanians can access 
these products to make 
cost-effective differences to 
their energy running costs.

“We encourage any Tasma-
nian who has been wanting 
to make practical changes 
within their homes to help 
improve their energy effi-
ciency to enquire.”

To apply for a Green 
Loan, go to  
auroraenergy.com.au

West Tamar Council seeks feed-
back to strengthen trails strategy

The West Tamar region is 
home to many trails that 
provide opportunities for 
a range of users, residents 
and tourist, for transport, 
exercise, recreation and 
sight-seeing.

West Tamar Council re-
cently engaged Fitzgerald 
Frisby Landscape Architects 
to provide an action plan 
towards a comprehensive 

trail network that will facil-
itate the best outcomes for 
residents and visitors, now 
and into the future.

This study has been 
undertaken with the goal 
of providing the strate-
gic direction to guide the 
development of trails within 
the municipality towards 
a comprehensive trail net-
work that is accessible for all 

and promotes active living, 
recreation and encourages 
tourism.

The West Tamar Council are 
now asking for your feed-
back on which trails you 
think are the priorities and 
how you’d like to use them. 

You can download the 
strategy and complete 
the feedback form on the 
council website or visit a 
West Tamar Council office 
to access hard copies.

For more information or 
to download the strategy 
and complete the feed-
back form, visit www.wtc.
tas.gov.au/trails 
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When bushfire threatens.
What will you do?

Get to know your Community Bushfire Protection Plan.

We urge you to:
• Visit the website to download your Community Bushfire Protection Plan.   
• Learn about local safety options, including locations of nearby safer places.  
• Apply the advice - develop your Bushfire Plan (complete and/or  download  

a Bushfire Plan from the website).   
• Check the website regularly - additional Community Bushfire Protection Plans 

are being added.

Local knowledge can save your life  
Download your Community Bushfire Protection
Plan NOW. Or freecall for a free copy.

Freecall: 1800 000 699
planning@fire.tas.gov.au
www.fire.tas.gov.au

Do you know what to do when a bushfire 
threatens your area? 

As the Tasmanian fire sea-
son approaches, it’s import-
ant to have a plan and know 
your options.

Community Bushfire Pro-
tection Planning is an inno-
vative, national award-win-
ning initiative which assists 
in identifying safety options 
during a bushfire threat.  
The Tasmania Fire Service 
work closely with commu-
nities, local government, 
service providers, and other 
government agencies to 
create a Community Bush-
fire Protection Plan and 
implement risk manage-
ment strategies.  Each Plan 
is tailored to the individual 
community to best suit its 
needs.

Tasmania Fire Service’s 
Bushfire Risk Mitigation 
Manager, Chris Collins said 

it was important for people 
to be prepared, regardless of 
whether they choose to stay 
at their property or leave it.  
“Understanding risks and 
taking steps to mitigate 
them is important for all 
members of the community, 
but especially those living in 
bushfire prone areas.
“We want to make sure that 
people are informed, pre-
pared and ready for when a 
bushfire strikes,” he said.

Community Bushfire Pro-
tection Plans provide advice 
on what to do:
• Before the fire;
• When fires are 
likely or nearby; and
• After the fire.

There are currently 133 
Community Bushfire Pro-
tection Plans in place across 
the state, with 9 new plans 

being developed this year 
for release prior to the fire 
season in Wynyard, Turners 
Beach, Premaydena, Pio-
neer, Mawbanna, Beacons-
field, Arthurs Lake, Bruny 
Island and Oatlands. Ad-
ditionally, 6 existing plans 
have been updated in Coles 
Bay, Snug, Conningham, 
Falmouth, Sisters Beach, 
Weymouth. Please note 
that the existing Snug and 
Conningham plans have 
been amalgamated into the 
updated Snug plan, and that 
the existing Adventure Bay, 
Alonnah and North Bruny 
plans have been amalgam-
ated into the new Bruny 
Island Plan. 

To see your local area’s 
Community Bushfire pro-
tection Plan visit the TFS 
website at http://www.fire.
tas.gov.au/

Need help with
Digital Marketing? 

www.Hyperlocalmedia.com.au/Digital-Marketing

Do you know what to do when a bushfire threatens your area? (PHOTO: Supplied)
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For many of us, owning 
our own business is simply 
a dream, but for Tameaka 
Parker, owner of T’N’T 
Fresh It Up in George Town, 
it’s been a reality for the last 
4 years. 

“I was out for Breakfast with 
a friend, and we were just 
talking, and I said I wouldn’t 
mind opening up a little 
café type business.” 

After walking up the road 

and finding an empty shop, 
Tameaka decided it was 
time to inquire about it, and 
it all went from there. 

“6 weeks later I was in here” 
She said. 

While Tameaka said the 
past 4 years has had its ups 
and downs, it was the last 6 
months she found most dif-
ficult to balance her family 
and business. 

“The last couple of years 
have been a lot harder for 
me because I have kids at 
home, especially the last 6 
months I really struggled to 
balance both.” 

“I was going to close alto-
gether” 

Posting to Facebook on the 
11th of October, Tameaka 
wrote: 

“ This is not exciting news 

for any of us. I have really 
enjoyed the last 4 years 
running my small home-
style food business, T’n’t 
Fresh it Up, but sadly the 
time has come for me to 
start winding down and 
saying goodbye to all our 
customers.”

“I have not made this deci-
sion lightly. However, I have 
2 small boys at home and 
I’m struggling to attend to 
their needs and all their ap-

pointments, whilst running 
a small business as well.”

Customers of the business 
flocked to their Facebook 
post, commenting their best 
wishes and expressing their 
grief for the loss of a popu-
lar local small business. 

“Will miss the great food 
and excellent service every 
time I came in, always polite 
and great people…” Com-
mented one Facebook User. 

“Thank you for your fan-
tastic service. You will be 
missed.” added another. 

“You were a lifesaver to a lot 
of people in George Town 
especially us older folk” 
added a third. 

Fortunately, through post-
ing to Facebook, Tameaka 
caught the interest of Selina 
Cossins, a George Town 
local who has 20 years of 
experience in the food 

New Partnership Formed

Connecting Brands, Businesses & Communities

Digital Marketing
Advertising
Website Development
Drone Services
Real Estate Media
& Much More!

Hyperlocalmedia.com.au

Offering a range of
services in the Tamar Valley

Business Partners Selina Cossins and Tameaka Parker of T’N’T Fresh it Up in George Town (PHOTO: Zac Lockhart)
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Book your Moderna vaccination here:

www.findapharmacy.com.au         

Participating community pharmacies are offering  
the Moderna COVID-19 mRNA vaccine.

The Moderna vaccine is available to all Tasmanians  
aged 12 years and over — including people aged over 60. 

The vaccine is free and requires two doses, spaced four 
weeks apart.

Getting your vaccination provides you with the best defence 
against COVID-19.

FIND A PHARMACY

MODERNA COVID-19 VACCINE 
NOW AVAILABLE

industry. 

“I thought no, you can’t 
close it, you just can’t.” Said 
Selina. 

“I’ve always wanted to do 
something like this, I’ve al-
ways worked for somebody 
else, so I just jumped at the 
chance. I should have done 

this 20 years ago!” 

The new business partner-
ship has temporarily closed 
the store, with a number of 
exciting changes underway, 
including a new menu and 
expanded trading hours. 

“In the past we’ve mainly 
concentrated on hot meals.” 

Said Tameaka, “We’ll still 
have our hot meals, the el-
derly really depend on us, so 
we’re not going to get rid of 
those, but we’re also going 
to be having more on our 
breakfast menu and be able 
to cater more as a café.” 
As always, the focus will 
be on fresh, healthier 
food options that cater to 

everyone, and part of that 
is expanding the trading 
hours to allow for people 
who finish work late to have 
some healthy food options 
late at night.

The new opening hours will 
be Monday – Wednesday 
from 9am until 7pm, Thurs-
day – Saturday from 9am 

until 10pm, and Sundays 
from 10am until 4pm. 

Tameaka said that where 
they can, their ingredi-
ents and products will be 
sourced locally, including 
purchasing their bread and 
pastry items from the local 
Tamar Cakes Bakery. 

“We just really want to do 
the best we can, and we just 
hope that the community 
gets behind.” 

T’N’T Fresh It Up is set 
to reopen on the 15th of 
November 2021, located at 
99 Macquarie Street
George Town. 

to keep ‘Freshing it up’

Christmas is coming early 
for Tasmanians seeking a 
Gold Coast getaway, with 
Virgin Australia to begin 
non-stop flights between 
Launceston and the popular 
holiday destination from 7 
December.

Flights will operate on 
Tuesdays, Thursdays and 
Saturdays, with tickets for 
the new service on sale from 
today.

It follows the airline’s 

successful launch of non-
stop flights to Adelaide last 
month, and the announce-
ment of non-stop flights to 
Perth from November.

The new service will provide 
a hassle-free connection 
for Tasmanians looking to 
enjoy all that Australia’s 
sixth largest city has to offer 
including its famous beach-
es and tourist attractions.

Launceston Airport CEO 
Shane O’Hare welcomed the 

additional flights and said 
airlines are committing to 
the region like never before.

“We are experiencing tre-
mendous growth thanks to 
our state’s ability to remain 
Covid-free, which benefits 
locals and gives our tourism 
sector a chance to recover 
before most other parts of 
the country,” he said.

“Virgin’s Gold Coast service 
comes hot off the heels of 
its new Adelaide route, and 

Perth announcement, prov-
ing there’s strong market 
demand for inbound and 
outbound travel.

“The city’s hotels, restau-
rants, bars, wineries and dis-
tilleries are all filling up fast 
with interstate guests, and 
we can’t wait to welcome 
even more visitors with each 
new service launch.

“While Tasmanians will 
enjoy this new direct route 
to the sun, we expect 

thousands of south-east 
Queenslanders will want 
to try our amazing food 
and experience our beau-
tiful natural environment, 
especially as the weather 
warms up.

“Many locals have holiday 
homes on the Gold Coast 
in addition to personal ties, 
which we expect will boost 
bookings over summer.”

Before the impact of 
Covid-19 Launceston Air-

port boasted flights to six 
destinations and during its 
90th year that number has 
grown to nine.

The new route will add an 
extra 528 seats into Laun-
ceston each week, in time 
for the states planned bor-
der re-opening on the 15th 
of December. 

New Launceston-Gold Coast Flight Route An-
nounced in time for Border Reopening



Beaconsfield Agency

Backed by Australia’s fifth biggest retail bank, Beaconsfield 
Agency provides new and existing Bendigo Bank customers 
with a great range of everyday banking services and lending 
opportunities. 

Real time processing of deposits, withdrawals, transfers,  
and EFTs.

Opening new accounts and updating existing accounts, 
ensuring your personal details are always current.

Referring any lending – including home loans, personal loans, 
business lending and credit cards – to a fully qualified Bendigo 
Bank lender.

Assisting with any other banking needs you may have, giving 
you peace of mind your banking is in safe hands.

Chat to our friendly staff today. Call us on 0487 303 702 or search  
Bendigo Bank Beaconsfield Agency.

Opening hours 
Monday  9.00am – 3.00pm 
Wednesday  9.00am – 3.00pm 
Friday  9.00am – 3.00pm

bendigobank.com.au

Your local Bendigo 
Bank agency knows 
banking

Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited, ABN 11 068 049 178 AFSL/Australian Credit Licence 237879. (1528887-1528653) (10/20)
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Crossword

Now Accepting Enrolments for
Kindergarten in 2022

Beaconsfield Primary School

If your child was born in 2017 
they are eligible to attend Kinder in 2022.

Please contact our school office on 6383 1215 
for more information and to register your child's details.

From as little as $50
Your Ad Here

Contact 
zac@hyperlocalmedia.info

Across

Like Little Boy (1-4)9

Clearing (4,5)10

Begin (4-3)11

Cooling drink (4,3)12

Disputed region between Pakistan 
and India (7)

13

Waldorf salad necessity (7)14

Juggler banished Cal to a settlement 
in Nepean Bay, SA (6,5)

15

Lewd (7)19

Affair of the heart (7)21

Misery (7)23

Iconic Volkswagens (7)25

Former national rugby player and 
heavyweight boxing champ (4,5)

26

Adult insect (5)27

Down

Hawaiian surfing site (7)1

Compels (6)2

Irregular (8)3

Association of sports teams (10)4

Pickle place (4)5

Additionally (2,4)6

Old Man ---, edible shrub (8)7

A word to the whys? (7)8

Worn by those over the eight? (6,4)14

Those in the know (8)15

Don (8)16

Designer of 25 Across (7)17

On thin ice (2,1,4)18

Sizing up (6)20

Ottoman ruler (6)22

Free from doubt (4)24
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ADNESS
24
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H
26
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Answers
(Turn page upside down)

What do you call a tired joey? 
A Pouch Potato. 

What do you call the occupants of a UFO that 
lands in Australia? 
Australien. 

A termite walks into a bar and taps the counter 
and asks “is the bartender here?”

Why do psychics hate it when it rains? 
It dampens their spirits! 

Some people eat snails... I suppose they must not 
like fast food... 

Why did the taxi driver get fired? 
Their passengers didn’t like it when they went 
the extra mile. 

It’s always windy at UTAS stadium... Must be all 
the fans... 

Jokes

Need Aerial Photos/Video
of your Home or Business?

Visit
www.Hyperlocalmedia.com.au

One of these words does not belong: Which is it and why? 
Brawl, Carrot, Change, Clover, Proper, Sacred, Stone, Seventy, Swing, Travel. 

HINT: It has nothing to do with the order they appear in.

Carrot. It’s the only word that does not become another word when you remove the first and last letters.

Answer
(Turn page upside down)

Riddle
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Eight additional police officers 
trained in the use of drones

Jacquie Petrusma, Minister 
for Police, Fire and Emer-
gency Management has 
welcomed additional police 
officers trained in the use of 

drones. 

“I am pleased to announce 
that an additional eight po-
lice officers are now trained 

and certified with CASA to 
fly remotely piloted aircraft 
systems (drones) as part 
of the Tasmanian Liberal 
Government’s plan to keep 

Tasmanians safe.”
The new pilots will be based 
across the state with 1 at 
Burnie, 1 at Devonport, 2 
in Launceston, 1 at Marine 

and Rescue Services, 1 at 
Sorell and 2 in the greater 
Hobart area.

The additional eight mem-
bers brings the total crew to 
29 remote pilots (26 police 
officers and 3 State Service 
employees).

Tasmania Police has been 
using drones since mid-July 
2019 and has carried out 
more than 680 aerial sup-
port operations state-wide 
using this technology. 

There have been a number 
of successes across Tas-
mania where offenders in 
stolen and evading vehicles 
have been apprehended 
with drone support, and a 
number of stolen vehicles 
have been located in bush-
land by using drones. 

There is increasing opera-
tional demand for drones 
which have become a 
valuable and vital resource 
in our fight against crime, 
searching for missing peo-
ple and helping make our 
community safe. 

Crash Investigators are also 
utilising data from drones 
in the reconstruction of 
crash scenes and calculating 

vehicle speeds.

The Tasmanian Govern-
ment has invested $400,000 
since 2018 to Tasmania 
Police for the purpose of en-
abling drone technology to 
be used to assist our police 
officers in their operational 
activities.

“With the addition of 308 
police officers and the 
significant investment in 
policing capability, our 
Government is pleased that 
Tasmania Police is able to 
use technology and to train 
staff in techniques that have 
a real impact in keeping 
Tasmanians safe.” Said Ms 
Petrusma. 

Prefer
to read
online?Tasmania Police Officers pictured with a drone in Hobart (PHOTO: Facebook: Tasmania 

Police)

“They came from far and wide” - Topic of 
George Town & District Historical Society Bi-
enniel Conference Announced

The George Town & 
District  Historical Society 
(GT&DHS) held their first 
conference in 1998 to com-
memorate the bicentenary 
of of circumnavigation of 
Van Diemen’s Land in 1798 
by Bass & Flinders.

Since then the biennial con-
ferences have all been well 
attended and have built on 
the reputation for its socia-
ble atmosphere and quality 
presentations. 

This conference was 
postponed from 2020 due 
to COVID-19 restrictions 
and with the continuing 
uncertainties of travel, etc 
it was decided to confine 
this year’s speaker panel to 
resident Tasmanians. 

It will be held on Sunday 
7th November 2021 in the 
Performing Arts Centre at 
the Port Dalrymple School, 
147-185 Agnes St, George 
Town with registrations 
from 8.45 am ready for a 
9.15 am start.

Speakers & Topics (order 
could vary slightly):

                 Thomas Gunn        
The Immigration Societies 
of the 1850s - 60s

                 Peter Cox               
The Tale of the Golden 
Dragon - the Chinese at 
Lefroy

                  Nigel Burch           
Strangers in a Strange 
Land - the Welsh miners of 

Bangor

                 Eva Meidl               
North Eastern Tasmania 
seen through German Eyes

                 Marian Walk-
er      The Anglo Indians and 
Orcharding in the Tamar 
Valley        

                 John Watts            
Multi-cultural George Town 
of the 1950s - 60s

                 Toula Mastran-
tonas                

                 & Krystyna Baylis 
Good Neighbour Council 
Launceston Inc. - a 72 year 
History

                  Ella Dixon             

Support Services for New-
comers through Migrant 
Resource Centre

                 Sulabh Maskey      
Forming a bit like Nepal in 
Tasmania

The cost is only $35 per per-
son and includes morning 
tea, lunch and afternoon tea. 

Information on the event, 
including registrations can 
be found on Page 11, under-

neath the Tales of the Tamar 
Article. 
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New tools to reduce the impacts 
of Bushfire Smoke

A new feature of the pop-
ular AirRater smartphone 
app, developed by the Uni-
versity of Tasmania’s Men-
zies Institute for Medical 
Research, will harness the 
power of citizen science to 
help reduce the impacts of 
bushfire smoke on Austra-
lian communities.

 Launched today, the 
updated AirRater app now 
includes a ‘smoke reporting 
tool’ to crowd source re-
ports of smoke from bush-
fires and planned burns. The 
reports will feed directly 
into the smoke forecasting 
system called AQFx, devel-

oped by CSIRO, Australia’s 
national science agency, 
in collaboration with the 
Bureau of Meteorology and 
Australian universities. This 
feature will help fire and air 
quality managers around 
Australia understand how 
smoke is moving in the 
landscape.

“Our research estimates 
over 400 people died from 
the impacts of bushfire 
smoke during the Black 
Summer bushfires,” said 
Professor Fay Johnston, 
chief investigator of the 
AirRater project.

 “As a community, we need 
to get better at making sure 
people have the information 
they need when it is smoky.

 “By downloading AirRat-
er and reporting bushfire 
smoke, people can help us 
understand how bushfire 
smoke is moving and im-
pacting communities in real 
time,” she said.

As well as providing a 
tool for the community to 
contribute smoke reports, 
for the first time, the Air-
Rater app will also provide 
members of the public with 
access to real-time informa-

tion sourced from AQFx.

“AQFx is an Australian 
developed and focused air 
quality forecasting system,” 
said CSIRO Air Quality Sci-
entist Dr Fabienne Reisen.

“The cutting-edge system 
uses Bureau of Meteorology 
weather forecasts, informa-
tion from state and territory 
environment department 
air quality sensors, satellites, 
fire information and now, 
the smoke reports from 
AirRater.”

“This update will enable the 
Australian public to access 

AQFx air quality modelling 
for their region using the 
AirRater app. This is im-
portant for members of the 
community who are partic-
ularly vulnerable to smoke 
such as children, the elderly 
and people with asthma and 
heart disease.

For Australians living far 
from government air qual-
ity monitors, it will mean 
vastly improved estimates of 
smoke pollution, particular-
ly during bushfire events.”

 AirRater is free to down-
load and available in iOS 
and Android versions from 

www.airrater.org. AirRater 
upgrades and the national 
AQFx system have been 
funded by the Australian 
Government. AirRater is 
also funded by the Tasma-
nian Department of Health, 
ACT Health and the NT 
Department of Health, and 
developed by the University 
of Tasmania’s Menzies Insti-
tute for Medical Research in 
collaboration with CSIRO.
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Tales of the Tamar 
ALICE MANIFOLD  AND  HENRY MATSON

Early George Town Pioneers

GT&DHS’ 12th BIENNIAL CONFERENCE
“THEY CAME FROM FAR & WIDE - Immigration to Northern Tasmania”

SUNDAY, 7 November 2021

starting 8.45 am for registrations till 4.15 pm
 

in the Performing Arts Centre at Port Dalrymple School, 147-185 Agnes St, George Town

(Turn right into Agnes St after the United Petrol Station at the first intersection as you enter

the town. Proceed north to Cimitiere St, then continue 200m to the High School entrance.) 

Cost:  $35  (includes morning tea, lunch and afternoon tea) 

9  well qualified speakers and topics on the Immigration theme

Registration Forms

Contact the Secretary, Lorraine Wootton Email info@gtdhs.com or Phone 6382 4412. COVID-19 Precautions Apply.

GEORGE TOWN & DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC.

By Maggie (Matson) 
Fletcher

On the 21st of March 1837 
Alice Manifold married 
Henry Matson, Harbour 
Master from George Town, 
by special licence at Kelso 
House, her parent’s home 
on the West Tamar. 
Alice arrived in Van Di-
emen’s Land on the brig 
‘Brenda’ on the 9th of De-
cember 1831 with her par-
ents, William 67, Mary 59, 
and her three siblings aged 
14-27, who had left Court-
house Farm in Brombor-
ough in Cheshire, England, 
five months earlier. It had 
been a frightening voyage in 
a brig manned by a muti-
nous crew reported to be in 

a frequent state of intoxica-
tion. Cabins that were little 
more than cupboards with 
no ablution area set aside 
for passengers, and little 
privacy onboard.
As the vessel sailed up the 
Tamar the family tried to 
pick out the land where 
their 22 year old son and 
brother, Thomas Mani-
fold, was living in a tent 
on his land grant of 518ha. 
later known as Kelso. He 
had emigrated in 1828 to 
work for his uncle William 
Barnes at his brewery in 
Launceston. Alice, the pret-
tiest sister, had been just six 
years old when her 2 older 
brothers James and William 
drowned in a boating acci-
dent, and it was to escape 

this memory that the family 
looked to Van Diemen’s 
Land for a fresh start.
Henry Matson, born at 
Delce Farm in Wingham, 
Kent in 1814, went to 
sea at 13 to serve on the 
ship ‘Victory’. By 1835 he 
was Chief Officer on the 
convict transporter ‘George 
III’  bound for Batavia via 
Hobart Town. This was 
a disastrous voyage with 
fearful gales tearing the 
sails to shreds. The ship 
opened at the seams, water 
swilled knee deep in the 
convict quarters, and in the 
doldrums near Durban, fire 
broke out and spread to the 
magazine. Unshackled con-
victs subdued the flames. 
In the D’Entrecasteaux 

Channel on the12th April, 
the ship foundered on an 
uncharted rock with a death 
toll of 133. Henry, cleared of 
any responsibility, accepted 
a post as Harbour Master at 
George Town. 
After their marriage, the 
young couple’s life seemed 
idyllic. A baby girl, Mary 
Elizabeth, was born on 3 
March 1838 at their George 
Town home Delce Cottage. 
Then life turned sour for 
them as William Lushing-
ton Goodwin, the editor 
of the Cornwall Chronicle, 
started his vendetta against 
both Port Officer Friend 
and Harbour Master Mat-
son referring to their limpet 
like intimacy.  After a series 
of disastrous situations 

Henry left his maritime 
career and went farming. 
In December 1836 Henry’s 
older brother James Moon 
Matson had followed him to 
Van Diemen’s Land as Chief 
Officer on the ship ‘Charles 
Kerr’ and he and Henry 
worked together to develop 
land at Delamere at Middle 
Arm on the Tamar River. 
This, listed as Matson’s 
House on the 1840 revision 
of Stokes map, is still called 
Matson’s Flat today,  and 
the remains of the home 
have been uncovered by the 
present owners. 
In August 1838 Delce 
Cottage was listed for sale 
by Henry’s brother George 
Matson, a Hobart banker, 
as ‘a neat cottage contain-
ing three rooms situate at 
George Town, with kitchen, 
stores, servants’ room, and 
outhouses detached: - also 
a garden well stocked with 
choice fruit trees’.  George 
Matson, formerly of the 7th 
Royal Fusiliers was credited 
with dropping the first ball 
of shot from the Shot Tower 
in Hobart.
During this period Henry 
and Alice lived between 
Victoria and Tasmania. 
Henry with his brother 
James had an interest in 
a station near Colac in 
Victoria although continu-
ing to farm in Tasmania. 
Alice and her children spent 
time with her brothers at 
Purrumbete in Victoria and 
her parents at Kelso. Their 
son Peter Manifold Mat-
son’s birth on 22 September 
1839 was in the Launceston 
Advertiser as born at Kelso, 

West Tamar, father settler 
at Port Phillip, registered at 
Launceston. On November 
12, 1840, convict William 
Bayley was charged by his 
Master Mr.Henry Matson of 
Windermere with disobedi-
ence to orders. Alice Mat-
son, born 5 May 1841 father 
– farmer, and by July he was 
advertising for a married 
farm manager at Winder-
mere, on land at Swan Bay 
known as Mr. De Little’s. In 
March1843 he advertised 
for ‘a farm servant and wife 
to act as laundress’.
In1844, after their baby 
son Robert who had been 
born in Geelong died, Alice 
and the children went to 
stay with her brothers at 
Purrumbete in Victoria. On 
30 March 1845, she gave 
birth to a son, my 2x great 
grandfather John Thomas 
Matson at Purrumbete. 
Their son Henry returned to 
Tasmania to go to school.
I would like to give this Van 
Diemen’s Land romance a 
happy ending, but it was 
not to be. In 1861 Alice 
died. Jane Manifold wrote 
in a letter, ‘we are in deep 
mourning.......(Alice) the fa-
vourite of the whole family 
was struck by apoplexy and 
died in a few hours....’.
In 1862 Henry Matson left 
Australia and sailed to New 
Zealand on the ‘Omeo’ to 
settle in Christchurch as a 
successful stock and station 
agent. William Manifold, 
Alice’s father, my 3x gr. 
Grandfather is buried in the 
George Town Cemetery. 
Alice and Henry Matson. 
George Town pioneers.

TOP-LEFT: Kelso House, home of 
William and Mary Mannifold. (PHOTO: 
Supplied)

TOP-RIGHT: An artist sketch of Henry 
Matson and Alice Manifold at Kelso 
(PHOTO: Maggie (Matson) Fletcher)

BOTTOM-RIGHT: The wreck of the 
George III (PHOTO: National Gallery of 
Australia)
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