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Mountain Bike Trails 
open in George Town

Mountain biking has just 
got a whole lot easier for 
locals and visitors to the 
Launceston Tamar Valley 
region with the opening of 
the first stage of the George 
Town Mountain Bike Trails 
at Mt George to kick off the 
start of October.

The George Town Council 
hosted a “Sneak Peek” com-
munity event to invite the 
George Town municipal and 

residences and Bell Bay Alu-
minium employees to ride 
the trails on Saturday before 
opening the trails to the 
general public on Sunday 
3rd October 2021.

Ranging from green, blue 
and black the 15.5km of 
trails on the flanks of Mt 
George, just a few minutes 
from the centre of George 
Town, feature flowy climbs, 
gnarly descents, rad berms 

and plenty of airtime! 

One of many highlights on 
the trails are the stunning 
and expansive views from 
the craggy lookout, dubbed 
Bell Bay View, that showcas-
es views over George Town 
to Bass Strait, from the Bell 
Bay Advanced Manufactur-
ing Zone to the rolling hills 
of the West Tamar.

The George Town Mountain 

Bike Trails is the outcome of 
a partnership between the 
George Town Council, the 
Australian Government and 
Bell Bay Aluminium, part of 
the Rio Tinto Group.

In 2019, the George Town 
Council successfully se-
cured $4.4 million for the 
project from the Australian 
Government’s Communi-
ty Development Program 
which is designed to sup-

port needed infrastructure 
and promote stable, secure 
and viable local and region-
al economies.

Federal Member for Bass 
Bridget Archer said the 
opening of the 15km track 
continues a grand vision for 
tourism in the region.

“As a local and former May-
or, I fully appreciate the sig-
nificance of this project and 

the ongoing benefits it will 
provide to our community 
which is why I fought so 
hard to secure this funding 
during the 2019 election.” 
She said.

Read 
More on 
Page 6
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As we drive around our 
beautiful state our journeys 
are marred by the sight of 
our native wildlife crushed 
into roads, squashed beyond 
recognition. Not only are 
the people of Tasmania 
deeply concerned but 
visitors to the state take 
away lasting impressions 
of the carnage they have 
witnessed.

Roadkill has been a blight 
on this state for years and 
while much research has 
been done to mitigate the 
amount of wildlife affected 
it remains appallingly high. 
The ‘Save the Tasmanian 
Devil Program’ claim that 
293,000 animals are killed 
annually. There are re-
searchers who believe the 
figure goes much higher. 
Eminent academics such 
as Dr. Alistair Hobday, Dr 
David Pemberton, and 

Greg Irons Director of the 
Bonorong animal rescue 
sanctuary, stated in a Radio 
National podcast ‘Tasmania 
the Roadkill Capital of the 
World’ that the number is 
much higher possibly as 
much as 500,000.

Roadkill previously mon-
itored by the STTDP app. 
was used to report the lo-
cation of the sighting, time 
of the report, and species 
of the injured or killed an-
imal. While this was useful 
information it was not 
only difficult to use while 
driving due to the proxim-
ity of other vehicles but it 
was also against the law to 
use mobile phones when 
driving. For these reasons 
and because some animals 
wander back into the bush 
to die, or because some 
babies have to be euthanised 
due the lack of carers, and 

for various other reasons it 
is understandable that the 
published figures are not 
complete. This has made it 
difficult to establish precise 
data in determining the 
spread of wildlife corridors 
and especially hotspots. The 
app has now been with-
drawn.

In addition to roadkill 
other animal and vehicle 
collisions reach disturbing 
numbers. These incidents 
lead to vehicle damage and 
personal injury. One insur-
ance company reported that 
it had 21,000 animal/vehicle 
claims in the year ended 
January 2020.

The first step is to keep 
the animals off the road. 
Current methods include 
virtual fencing, a system 
of sonic and flashing light 
signals alerting animals of 

approaching vehicles, rope 
overpasses for animals that 
forage through canopies, 
underpasses by making 
wooden paths under cul-
verts, escape routes, noise 
producing ripple strips, 
small inexpensive devices 
attached to cars that create 
a whistling sound, and solar 
powered signage showing 
reduced and enforceable 
speed limits in wildlife areas 
especially the critical times 
between dusk and dawn. 
Such signage has been used 
on the Mornington penin-
sula and has proven to be 
very effective in reducing 
roadkill.

Animal rescuers working 
for the Bonorong animal 
sanctuary do outstanding 
work. These are dedicated 
people who are well trained 
and are required to meet a 
rigorous set of standards to 
attain accreditation. They 
also care for or arrange care 
for the rescued animals. 
Such delicate procedures 
as removing babies from 
deceased mother’s pouches, 
a very delicate procedure 
when the baby is still at-
tached to a teat. Looking for 
babies that may have left the 
pouch and wandered into 
nearby bush is also part of 
the rescue procedure. Car-
ers sometimes have to travel 
considerable distances at 
their own expense. Unfortu-
nately there is a shortage of 
carers and many babies have 
to be euthanised.

Who we are:
The ‘Tamar Valley Wildlife 
-Roadkill Initiative’ is a non 
- profit organization and 
our major concern is to stop 
or at least mitigate the inci-
dence of roadkill before it 
occurs. We work under the 

auspices of our parent body 
Wildcare Tasmania.

Where we work:
We are based in George 
Town/ Low Head and 
concentrate our efforts on 
roads and adjacent habitats 
in the north and east of the 
Tamar Valley but we share 
information and ideas with 
like-minded groups state 
wide.
What we do:
• Mitigation of 
Roadkill. As stated our 
highest priority is to keep 
the animals off the road. 
This is vital in preventing 
roadkill in the first place. It 
is also important in protect-
ing our native species.
• Driver Educa-
tion. While concerned 
groups have differences in 
determining priorities in 
bringing about the task of 
roadkill mitigation gov-
ernment agencies, road 
managers, and citizen based 
groups like ours, the one 
thing we agree on implicitly 
is the importance of driver 
education.
• Animal Rescue and 
Care. As we grow we aim to 
establish a wildlife Rescue 
and Care sub – group in our 
region.
• Working with 
Others. We reach out to 
other like-minded groups 
and are willing to help and 
share ideas. We work well 
with other wildlife groups 
such as The Tasmanian 
Conservation Trust, Birdlife 
Tasmania, and The Wilder-
ness Society.
• Government and 
Academic Liaison. We are 
cultivating liaisons with 
stakeholders, governments 
local, state and federal, 
academic institutions and 
business.

• Our mission is to 
help fix the problems rather 
than criticize, we are not a 
lobby group.
• Research. We 
maintain an interest in 
research national and inter-
national and have the means 
to draw upon appropriate 
sources.

A study revealed that 
Statewide Tasmania’s mean 
roadkill density amounts to 
0.372 animals per km com-
pared to U.S studies which 
showed per km 0.176 from 
California to Oregon and 
0.085 per km on the Great 
Plains (Hobday &amp; 
Mistral 2008).

The enormous level of road-
kill in Tasmania is an issue 
that has been with us for 
many years and has given 
this state the reputation 
‘The Roadkill Capital of the 
World’. This is what we want 
to change.

If you can spare some time 
to help us make this change 
please get in touch.

Contact us:
Tamar Valley Wildlife – 
Roadkill Initiative
Email: tamarvalleywildlif 
eroadkillini@gmail.com

Telephone: 0478947217

Prefer
to read
online?

Your Ad Here
Email zac@hyperlocalmedia.info or call 0427912642 for more information

Roadkill in Tasmania
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Environmental group hopes to ‘Catch it in the 
Catchment’ again in 2021

Tamar NRM’s Catch it in 
the Catchment, in partner-
ship with Clean Up Austra-
lia, is on again this year. A 
great opportunity to gather 
our community to take 
action to remove rubbish, 
predominantly plastics, 
from in and around our 
local waterways. The 2020 
Catch it in the Catchment 
attracted approximately 300 
people cleaning up at 30 
Tamar Valley sites - what an 
incredible response!

In Tassie, we are excited 
by the steps local and state 
government are making to 
focus attention on reduc-

ing waste. The Container 
Deposit Scheme, due to be 
rolled out in 2022, should 
result in less beverage con-
tainers along roadways and 
in waterway (470 beverage 
containers pulled out of one 
section of Newnham Creek 
alone!)  With some Council 
areas banning single use 
plastics, it is anticipated 
that less food packaging, 
that dominates clean up 
audits, will be identified in 
future clean ups.  Plastic 
Free Launceston promotion 
of The Last Straw campaign 
has certainly seen a de-
crease in plastic straws over 
the past 4-5 years 

As we wait for these gov-
ernment instigated changes 
to take effect, the amount of 
rubbish in our catchments 
and its waterways needs to 
be reduced. The polluting 
and visual impact, as well 
as the risk to health of the 
catchment, is a problem 
that can be targeted right 
now by the community.  
There is no better approach 
than to just get out there, 
pick it up, and ‘catch it’ 
before it does its damage.   

Most common items pick 
up during clean up in the 
Catchment 
• Cigarettes (plastic) 

• Food wrappers / 
Containers 
• Beverage Bottles 
• Plastic Bags 
• Caps / Lids 
• Cups, plates, forks, 
knives, 
• Straws / Stirrers 
• Glass beverage 
bottles 
• Beverage cans 
• Paper Bags 

Catch it in the Catchment 
- 2021, invites and urges 
families, friends, schools, 
sporting clubs, businesses 
and community groups to 
find an hour or two during 
this weeklong event run-

ning from Monday Novem-
ber 1st (a public holiday) to 
Sunday Nov 7th.

Free workshops about plas-
tic pollution and reducing 
waste in practical ways at 
home, school or work are 
being offered to schools, 
community groups and 
businesses during the week-
long event.  

Where possible we a will 
try and visit your site and 
help with the waste audits. 
(data being collected from 
every clean-up site to 
identify hot stops, possible 
sources and impact) 

To register go to 
• Catch it in the 
Catchment Facebook 
page and send a mes-
sage
• Email catchitin 
thecatchment@gmail.
com

Let the organiser know if 
you have a site to target 
for a clean-up, or they 
can direct you to join 
one of the many sites 
along the West or East 
Tamar, or in and around 
Launceston and George 
Town. 

New data from Tourism 
Tasmania has revealed how 

difficult the last 12 months 
have been for Tasmania’s 

Tourism industry not 
out of the woods yet

The West Tamar Arts 
Group is proud to present 
two concerts in this year’s 
biennial event “Music in 
the Churches”. 

Following on from the 
successful concerts in 
2019, a group of talented 
Tamar Valley musicians 
will once again show-
case their talents in the 
wonderful acoustics of two 
local churches. 

On Saturday 16th October 
at the Tamar Valley Chris-
tian Church in Exeter, 
Miss B’s Student Services 
Choir, Bits of string, 
Marjorie Cardwell, The 
Launceston Male Choir 
and Rose Burden will be 
performing from 7pm. 

Following on from this, on 
Saturday 23rd October at 
Uniting Church in Beauty 
Point, Harps & Co, Peter 
Grayson-weeks, Steve 

Brien and Carl Cooper will 
be performing from 2pm. 

Tickets for each perfor-
mance are $20 for adults 
and $10 for children, 
and can be purchased 
from The Tamar Visitor 
Centre in Exeter (ph: 6394 
4454), and from Windsor 
Community Precinct in 
Riverside (ph: 6323 9200). 
Bookings are also avail-
able over the phone, using 
credit card. 

Prefer
to read
online?

Bringing  
music to the 
Tamar Valley 
this Octobertourism industry.

Shadow Minister for Tour-
ism, Hospitality and Events 
Rebecca White said the 
data revealed that Tasma-
nia had 44 per cent less 
visitors for the year until 
June 2021 than the period 
ending June 2020. 

“Today’s data shows how 
difficult it has been for 
workers and businesses in 
the tourism sector over the 
past 12 months,” Ms White 
said. 

“The data shows that not 
only was the number of 
visitors down 44 per cent, 
but the visitor spend was 
down 27 per cent. 

“This is why Labor called 
for greater support for the 
tourism industry, to protect 
jobs and the sustainability 
of businesses in the sector, 
because we were hearing 
how devastating the im-
pacts of COVID continue 

to be for the visitor econ-
omy.” 

Ms White said it was clear 
the industry was not out of 
the woods yet. 

“With a case in Tasmania 
and border restrictions 
remaining in place for 
some time, the govern-
ment needs to be open to 
offering further support to 
maintain jobs and busi-
nesses across the state. 

“We are not through this 
pandemic yet, and it is vital 
the government are ready 
to increase support if it is 
needed.”

Tasmanian Labor Leader Rebecca White MP (Pho-
to: Facebook)
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Women encouraged to get 
screened for Breast Cancer

October is Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month and it is a 
reminder for all Tasmanian 
women aged 40 years and 
older to book in a mam-
mogram at BreastScreen 
Tasmania.

“We know that detecting 
cancer at an early stage can 

significantly increase the 
chance of survival which is 
why we want to boost the 
number of women who par-
ticipate in breast screening.” 
Said Liberal Member for 
Bass, Sarah Courtney.

Breast cancer is the most 
common cancer among 

Australian women, however 
only 60 per cent of eligible 
Tasmanian women are hav-
ing regular mammograms.
Breast screening is fast, free 
and saves lives.

“I encourage eligible women 
to take 20 minutes out of 
your day every two years 

to look after yourself and 
potentially save your life.”

BreastScreen Tasmania 
provides a free screening 
mammogram every two 
years to women between the 
ages of 40 and 74.

Two permanent clinics 

are located in Hobart and 
Launceston, and two mobile 
units visit rural and remote 
locations across the State 
throughout the year.

“So, this October, encourage 
your mum, sister, aunty 
or female friend, to get 
screened – you could help 

save a life.”

To book an appointment 
call 13 20 50 
or visit:
http://www.health.tas.
gov.au/cancerscreening/
population_screening_
and_cancer_prevention/
breast_screening

October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month. (Photo: File Image)



www.TamarValleyNews.com.au6

Mountain biking has just 
got a whole lot easier for 
locals and visitors to the 
Launceston Tamar Valley 
region with the opening of 
the first stage of the George 
Town Mountain Bike Trails 
at Mt George to kick off the 
start of October.

The George Town Coun-
cil hosted a “Sneak Peek” 
community event to invite 
the George Town municipal 
and residences and Bell Bay 
Aluminium employees to 
ride the trails on Saturday 
before opening the trails to 
the general public on Sun-
day 3rd October 2021.

Ranging from green, blue 
and black the 15.5km of 
trails on the flanks of Mt 
George, just a few minutes 
from the centre of George 
Town, feature flowy climbs, 
gnarly descents, rad berms 

and plenty of airtime! One 
of many highlights on the 
trails are the stunning and 
expansive views from the 
craggy lookout, dubbed Bell 
Bay View, that showcases 
views over George Town to 
Bass Strait, from the Bell 
Bay Advanced Manufactur-
ing Zone to the rolling hills 
of the West Tamar.

The George Town Mountain 
Bike Trails is the outcome of 
a partnership between the 
George Town Council, the 
Australian Government and 
Bell Bay Aluminium, part of 
the Rio Tinto Group.

In 2019, the George Town 
Council successfully se-
cured $4.4 million for the 
project from the Australian 
Government’s Communi-
ty Development Program 
which is designed to sup-
port needed infrastructure 

and promote stable, secure 
and viable local and region-
al economies.
Federal Member for Bass 
Bridget Archer said the 
opening of the 15km track 
continues a grand vision for 
tourism in the region.
“As a local and former May-
or, I fully appreciate the sig-
nificance of this project and 
the ongoing benefits it will 
provide to our community 
which is why I fought so 
hard to secure this funding 
during the 2019 election.” 
She said.

George Town Mayor, Cr 
Greg Kieser said, “We’re 
so excited to be partnering 
with the Australian Govern-
ment and Bell Bay Alumini-
um to deliver this wonderful 
new recreational experience 
which will put our munic-
ipality on the mountain 
biking map in north eastern 

Tasmania. I have no doubt 
it will be a major draw-
card and generate business 
opportunities and economic 
growth.”

“With our trail network 
only 35 minutes from Laun-
ceston we expect to see in-
creased local and intrastate 
visitation as local mountain 
bikers and visitors will be 
close enough to come for a 
ride after work or for a half 
or full-day with the family 
on weekends. When border 
restrictions ease we expect 
to see significantly increased 
numbers of interstate visi-
tors on the trails.”

“As a keen mountain bike 
enthusiast, I am very excited 
to join with our community 
and Bell Bay Aluminium for 
our ‘Sneak Peek’ event and 
that the Mt George Trail 
Network will be open to the 

general public from Sunday 
3rd October 2021.”

Shona Markham, General 
Manager, Bell Bay Alumini-
um is thrilled about the de-
velopment and what it can 
do for the region. “Moun-
tain biking is growing in 
popularity both as a pastime 
enjoyed by locals and as a 
reason for tourists to visit a 
destination.” She said.

“By facilitating access to 
land owned by the smelter 
for a significant portion 
of the Mt George Trails 
and the Tippogoree Hills 
network which is currently 
under construction, we 
are investing in our local 
community to improve the 
liveability of the region and 
attract more visitation to 
George Town.”

“This will create local jobs 

as well as helping to grow 
the local George Town and 
Tamar Valley economies. 
This is a great example of 
where an industry like ours 
and tourism can work hand 
in hand.”

Design and construction 
of the Mt George trails 
has been undertaken by 
internationally renowned 
trail builders ‘World Trail’. 
Construction is currently 
underway on the second 
stage of the George Town 
Mountain Bike Trails in the 
Tippogoree Hills.

For more information 
visit https://georgetown.
tas.gov.au/george-town-
mountain-bike-trail/

Mountain bike trails open in 
George Town

George Town Mayor Greg Keiser, Member for Bass Bridget Archer MP and Shona Markham, General Manger of Bell Bay Aluminium enjoying the new Mountain Bike 
Trails. (Photo: Kristy Williams)
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Students in the greater 
Launceston region are now 
leading the nation with 600 
new innovative Internet 
of Things (IoT) education 
kits delivered to 40 states, 
independent and catholic 
schools with grades 3-6.

Launceston business Bitlink 
developed the IoT educa-
tion kits in conjunction 
with schools in the region.

Federal Minister for Com-
munications, Urban Infra-
structure, Cities and the 
Arts, the Hon Paul Fletcher 
MP said “This initiative is 
one of many being deliv-
ered under the $536 million 
Launceston City Deal, 
which is helping to position 
Launceston as a vibrant, 
liveable, and innovative 
regional city.”

“The IoT program will 
have a significant impact 
on students across the 
region, inspiring our next 
generation of technology 
and start-up entrepreneurs 
and preparing them for 
careers and future studies 
in STEAM.”

The IoT in Schools edu-
cation kit was delivered 
through the Office of the 
Coordinator-General, 
with the support of the 
Commonwealth under the 
Greater Launceston Trans-
formation Project, which 
is funded as part of the 
Launceston City Deal.

Tasmanian Minister for 
State Growth, the Hon 
Roger Jaensch MP said 
“IoT is a great example of 
the approach underpinning 
the Launceston City Deal – 
that investment in infra-
structure and initiatives, 
whether civil, education or 
defence, is an important 
part of making Launceston 
Australia’s most liveable 
and innovative city.”

“The program is a truly na-
tion-leading initiative that 
will prepare students for 
the industries of tomorrow 
and is already delivering 
outstanding results for stu-
dents who have previously 
struggled with technology.”
Tasmanian Education Min-
ister, the Hon Sarah Court-

ney MP said “Education is 
the single most powerful 
driver for improving eco-
nomic and social outcomes 
in Tasmania, and technol-
ogy plays an incredible role 
in providing students with 
the tools to learn.”

“By starting at a young age, 
the IoT in Schools program 
will assist with learning as 
well as ensuring pupils are 
more IT aware. This also 
has the opportunity to help 
them on the early path to 
some exciting careers that 
will be major employers 
when they finish their 
schooling.”

“The IoT kits are a remark-
able resource for students 
in the greater Launceston 
region.” Said Federal Mem-
ber for Bass, Bridget Archer 
MP.

“I look forward to seeing 
the positive outcomes they 
will have for students and 
the flow-on benefits to the 
Launceston community 
thanks to the educational 
boost.”

City of Launceston Mayor, 
Albert van Zetten said he 
was delighted to see school 
children embracing IoT 
technology in new and 
innovative ways. 

“It’s particularly exciting 
to see our children here in 
Launceston able to start 
their journey into STEAM 
education.”

“Through the IoT program, 
our younger generations 
will have the opportunity 
to develop their skills and 
help Launceston achieve its 
goals of becoming a city of 
innovation.”

More information on the 
Launceston City Deal is 
available at:

www.infrastructure.gov.
au/territories-regions-cit 
ies/cities/city-deals/laun 
ceston

Launceston leading the 
way with new innova-
tive education kits

The Tasmanian Govern-
ment is continuing to 
progress our Plan to deliver 
a more future-focused 
TasTAFE and secure op-
portunities for Tasmania’s 
learners, our workforce, our 
businesses, and our econo-
my for years to come.
Importantly, we want to 
make sure that TasTAFE 
has the structures and in-
vestments it needs to train 
the workforce of the future 
and our $98.6 million plan 
is focused on delivering 
these outcomes.
As part of our strong plan, 
today we have released 
draft legislation for consul-
tation.
The draft legislation out-
lines the proposed business 
model for TasTAFE that 
has been designed from 
the ground up to best suit 
the role and functions of 
TasTAFE, delivering on the 
recommendations made by 
the Premier’s Economic and 
Social Recovery Advisory 
Council earlier this year.
Our TasTAFE transition 
plan will deliver quality 
training for students to gain 
skills in job growth sectors;
delivery of training at times 
that work for students, 
businesses, and employers; 
and
more flexible and con-
temporary employment 
arrangements for TasTAFE 
staff.
Under the new model, 
TasTAFE will have its own 
employment powers and 

staff will be covered by the 
Fair Work Act 2009.
Our plan will provide Tas-
TAFE with more autonomy 
and flexibility so that it can 
work closer with industry 
and employers and be more 
responsive to the training 
needs of our economy.
Crucially, we’re securing 
the future of existing Tas-
TAFE staff members with 
no forced redundancies and 
ensuring that no one will be 
worse off.
Feedback received through 
the consultation process 
will be considered by the 
Tasmanian Government 
and will inform the devel-
opment of the final legisla-
tion which is expected to 
be tabled in the Parliament 
later this year.  
As we have always said, 
TasTAFE will not be 
privatised under a Liberal 
Government, it will remain 
not-for-profit, and 80 per 
cent of all future training 
funding will be invested in 
TasTAFE.

To ensure TasTAFE meets 
the needs of learners, 
employers, and the 
community, today and 
well into the future, we 
encourage Tasmanians 
to view the draft legis 
lation at https://www.
stategrowth.tas.gov.au/
tastafetransition

Consultation on the draft 
legislation will close on 
Monday 18 October.

TasTAFE Changes
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Crossword
Across

Gulps of air (7)1

Assistance for the needy (7)5

Big commotion (6)9

Exploit (3,2,3)10

In an emergency, it doesn't come 
second (5,3)

11

Small wave (6)12

Field hockey player with Olympic 
gold and bronze medals (5,5)

13

Land of ayatollahs (4)16

It may be half-baked (4)17

Corresponding (10)19

Sunk (6)21

It goes, according to Cole Porter (8)23

A dishonest flyer, by the sound of it 
(8)

25

Gum arabic (6)26

Simulated on a computer (7)27

Hang in there! (7)28

Down

Knockoff (7)2

Tiny particles (5)3

White-flowered NE Queensland 
rainforest tree (4,5)

4

Go in (5)6

Clue in the dirt (9)7

Parrot variety (7)8

Burnett River dry spot? (5,6)10

Directly (2,1,6)14

Bellarine Peninsula swamp (5,4)15

Genuine (5-2)18
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Now Accepting Enrolments for
Kindergarten in 2022

Beaconsfield Primary School

If your child was born in 2017 
they are eligible to attend Kinder in 2022.

Please contact our school office on 6383 1215 
for more information and to register your child's details.

Your Ad Here
Don't miss out on reaching

a local audience!
Visit

www.TamarValleyNews.com.au/advertise
or

Email zac@hyperlocalmedia.info

“My wife said I should do lunges to stay in 
shape. That would be a big step forward.”

“Why do fathers take an extra pair of socks 
when they go golfing?” “In case they get a 
hole in one!”

“Singing in the shower is fun until you 
get soap in your mouth. Then it’s a soap 
opera.”

“What do a tick and the Eiffel Tower have 
in common?” “They’re both Paris sites.”

“What do you call a factory that makes 
okay products?” “A satisfactory.”

“Dear Math, grow up and solve your own 
problems.”

Jokes
Answers

(Turn page upside down)

Be Seen!
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Mandatory  
vaccinations for 
Health Care Workers

On the 3rd September, the 
Tasmanian Government 
announced the require-
ment for all health care 
workers to be vaccinated 
against COVID-19 by the 
31st October 2021.

The Public Health Di-
rection does not apply to 
anyone who is engaged 
under contract to provide 
services remotely (i.e. not 
on premises owned or 
occupied by the Agency), 
that are not health and 
medical services or treat-
ments. 

After the 31st October 
2021, workers that fall 
under the mandatory vac-
cination category will not 
be permitted to enter, or 
remain on the premises of 
a medical or health facility 
for employment, engage-
ment (including volunteer-
ing), placement, or work 
experience, unless they 
are sufficiently vaccinated 
against COVID-19.

Medical or health facilities 
include:

• Hospitals, both 
public and private includ-
ing day-procedure centres;

• Premises owned, 
or operated by or on be-
half of, the Department of 
Health;

• Commercial 
premises where health 
and medical services or 
treatments are provided on 
a regular basis; and 

• Pharmacies

Non-health care workers 
that work within these 
medical or health facilities 
such as security personnel, 
cleaners, maintenance, ca-
tering and administration 
staff are also required to be 
sufficiently vaccinated. 

Department of Health 
employees on any prem-
ises owned or occupied 
by the agency will also be 
required to get vaccinat-
ed. This includes people 
engaged by or engaged 
to work on behalf of the 
Department of Health 
including all personnel 
working under interoper-
ability arrangements and 
other temporary staff. 

All personnel engaged by 
a medical or health facility 
who are required to get 
vaccinated will need to 
provide evidence of their 
vaccination, a booking 
to get vaccinated or an 
exemption to the employ-
er for them to keep as 
evidence.

On and after the 31st of 
October 2021, a person 
will not be permitted to 
provide health and medi-
cal services and treatments 
unless they are sufficiently 
vaccinated.

Health and medical ser-
vices or treatments includ-
ed treatments provided by:

• A person who is 
registered in the medi-
cal profession under the 

Health Practitioner Regu-
lation National Law; or

• A person who 
is registered under the 
Health Practitioner Reg-
ulation National Law to 
practice a health profes-
sion; or

• Ambulance ser-
vices, or non-emergency 
patient transport services

• Education 
settings in which health 
care students are managed 
to undertake placement, 
registration, and/or intern-
ships in clinical settings 
for example UTAS and 
TasTAFE.

• Students who are 
doing placements in health 
care settings

• Aged care work-
ers including students, 
have to have had their first 
does of the COVID 19 
vaccine by 17th September 
2021 or provide evidence 
of vaccination intention 
(i.e. booking for a vacci-
nation) or a completed 
vaccination exemption 
form which can be found 
on the coronavirus.tas.gov.
au website

To find more informa-
tion about the vaccine 
and how to book an ap-
pointment, visit https://
www.coronavirus.tas.
gov.au/vaccination-in 
formation/covid-19-vac 
cination. 

COVID-19 Vaccines will be mandatory for Health Care Workers after October 
31st (Photo: File Image)

As Tasmanian experienc-
es a late blast of wintery 
weather, staff at the Laun-
ceston Leisure and Aquatic 
Centre have their eyes 
set firmly on the summer 
season ahead. 

Final preparation works 
took place ahead of the 
opening of the facility’s 
popular outdoor pools, 
waterslide and barbecue 
areas in the final week of 
September 2021.

Launceston Mayor Albert 
van Zetten said the open-
ing of the facility’s outdoor 
areas traditionally her-
alded the start of warmer 
weather.

“The opening of the Laun-
ceston Leisure and Aquatic 
Centre’s 65m waterslide 
and outdoor pools is al-
ways exciting and is always 
popular with Launceston’s 
children, particularly when 
it coincides with school 
holidays.” Mayor van 
Zetten said.

“Once the predicted wintry 
weather is behind us, we’re 
looking forward to seeing 
the temperatures climbing 
again as we head towards 
the summer months.”

“No matter if it’s the indoor 
pools or the outdoor pools, 
the Launceston Leisure and 
Aquatic Centre will be the 
place to be these school 
holidays.”

Launceston Leisure and 
Aquatic Centre Learn to 
Swim Instructor Jacqueline 

Summers said the facility 
was expecting a bumper 
swimming season ahead. 
“Even though summer is 
still a couple of months 
away, we are already geared 
up and ready for action.” 
Ms Summers said.

“For those who like to 
make a splash our diving 
boards will be open, and 
for those with a thirst for 
adventure you can’t go past 
the 65-m waterslide which 
is always popular with the 
kids.”

“In fact, these school 
holidays until October 10 if 
you purchase an Unlimited 
Waterslide Pass for $10, 
you’ll get another one free 
to give to a friend.”

“Our outdoor barbecue 
area has been given a 
makeover in readiness for 
summer so the facility is 
a great place to come and 
cool off on a hot day with a 
swim and a snag.”

Ms Summers encouraged 
Northern Tasmanians to 
be water safe this summer, 
and to take advantage of 
the Launceston Leisure and 
Aquatic Centre’s Learn to 
Swim programs.

“One unfortunate statis-
tic we’ve seen on the rise 
during COVID is drown-
ing deaths, which are up 20 
per cent according to re-
cent figures from the Royal 
Life Saving Society and 
Surf Life Saving Australia.” 
Ms Summers said.

“That’s a very sobering 
statistic and we really want 
to ensure people have 
water safety front of mind 
heading into summer. That 
means things like supervis-
ing children, remembering 
that alcohol and water don’t 
mix, following directions 
from lifeguards and be 
aware of your limitations.”

“Even though many 
Northern Tasmanians have 
grown up around the water, 
there are people who — for 
a variety of reasons — may 
not have learned to swim, 
or who may need a refresh-
er course.”

“It doesn’t matter what 
your age is, or what your 
experience level is, we have 
a Learn to Swim program 
that can meet your needs.”
“We have a new adult 
Learn to Swim program 
intake starting in October 
and another intake early 
next year, so if you missed 
out on learning to swim as 
a child and want to have a 
go at it now, get in contact 
with us and we’ll find a 
program suitable for you.”

Prefer
to read
online?

Launceston Leisure 
Aquatic Centre gear-
ing up for a splash 
this summer

Launceston Aquatic Centre gears up for a busy summer swimming period. 
(Photo: File Image)
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Tales of the Tamar 
SD PONRABBEL II REMEMBERED

By Lorraine Wootton

Earlier attempts by the 
Launceston Marine Board 
to clear the mud and large 
rocks from the shipping 
channel in the Tamar Estu-
ary began with a mud rake 
and scraper towed behind 
the Tamar in 1859, followed 
by use of a spoon dredge in 
1878, the Priestman grab 
dredges in 1884 and 1889 
and later the bucket dredge 
Platypus, purchased from 
Melbourne. 

The Marine Board then 
ordered a new and more 
advanced bucket dredge, to 
be named Ponrabbel,  from 
Scotland. Ferguson Bros, 
Shipbuilders & Engineers 
of Glasgow completed the 
vessel just before WWI 
broke out, but the vessel was 
insured against war risk and 
on the insurance underwrit-
ers’ advice, she embarked on 

the long journey to Tasma-
nia via the Suez Canal.

On 16 Oct 1914 in the Indi-
an Ocean near the Maldives, 
the German cruiser SMS 
Emden had just unloaded 
the spoils from the captured 
British steamer Clan Grant 
when a strange vessel came 
into view, steaming along 
at 4-5 knots. The German 
Capt von Muller’s usual 
practise was to unload crew 
and cargo before destroying 
the vessel, but before the 
boarding crew arrived the 
crew of the Ponrabbel had 
packed their belongings and 
were happily waiting for 
their captors. They had all 
been paid before leaving the 
Clyde and were pleased that 
their ‘nightmare voyage’ was 
over!    

The building of a replace-
ment dredge to the same 
design was protracted due 

to the War, but finally after 
an eventful twelve and a half 
week journey the new vessel 
reached Launceston in April 
1921 and was a regular sight 
working up and down the 
Tamar until her ‘retirement’ 
in 1976. Ponrabbel II was 
‘a masterpiece of marine 
design and engineering’, 
powered by two powerful 
steam engines that raised 
and lowered the buckets. 
The only major alteration 
made in her lifetime was the 
conversion from coal to oil 
in 1964. 

There was a complete set 
of buckets for the softer 
material and another set for 
dredging rock. She could 
keep four barges engaged 
- two emptying while the 
other two were being filled.  
Many thousands of tonnes 
of mud were pumped onto 
reclaimed areas, now used 
for recreation along the edg-

es of the estuary.  Besides 
dredging mud from the 
channel, Ponrabbel II played 
a major role in the remov-
al of several large rocks 
(including the Garrow and 
Porpoise Rocks) that posed 
a danger to shipping, in the 
development of the deep 
water port at Bell Bay and 
in the reconfiguration of 
Garden Island near George 
Town in the early 1970s. 

The adoption of the name 
Ponrabbel is interesting. In 
1887 the ‘native’ name for 
the Tamar River was sug-
gested as the name for the 
Launceston Marine Board’s 
new steam launch, however 
they didn’t consider Ponrab-
bel ‘a very pleasant name’ 
so the launch was named 
‘Tarrina’- the ‘native’ name 
for Albatross. 

On 1 July 1913, the Exam-
iner reported that when the 
Marine Board had met to 
decide on a name for the 
new dredge and its new 
supporting hopper barge, 
one lone voice of Dr Clarke 
Webster appealed for the 
dredge to be named Pon-
rabbel. This he said, “is the 
‘native’ name for the Tamar, 
and it is a somewhat general 
practice nowadays to select 
‘native’ names.” (There was 
already a large ‘Ponrabbel 
Estate’ at Supply River on 
the West Tamar, well known 
for its apples and poultry).

The name Ponrabbel had 
no appeal to the majority 
of members and after some 
reminiscing about the old 
Tamar vessel, it was decided 

to call the new dredge 
Tamar and the new hopper 
barge Esk. A week later, 
the Examiner reported that 
the Marine Board’s chosen 
names had been rejected 
because both Tamar and Esk 
were already on the ship-
ping register! So the name 
chosen for the dredge was 
Ponrabbel, and the barge 
would be named Lienta - a 
‘native’ name believed to be 
relevant to the Esk River.

People of my vintage 
would be familiar with that 
origin of ‘Ponrabbel’. My 
first sighting of the name 
‘kanamaluka’ was in a small 
book published as a joint 
initiative of the three Tamar 
Valley Councils in 2010 
- “Through Outcast Eyes 
- A Journey in the Tamar 
Valley”.  A very respected 
Aboriginal elder says t ‘pon-
rabbel’ was the name of the 
lower reaches of the Tamar 
Estuary while ‘kanamalu-
kaka’ referred to the upper 
reaches of fresher water. 

No matter what the sto-
ry, the name Ponrabbel is 
fondly revered by those who 
recall seeing that indus-
trious vessel working up 
and down the Tamar and 
hearing the rattle of rocks in 
the metal buckets. The noise 
was significant enough to 
restrict it to normal working 
hours on weekdays only. 

While the remains of the 
hull languishes away near 
The Silos in Launceston, sig-
nificant parts of the vessel 
attract plenty of interest 
both inside and out at the 

Pilot Station Maritime Mu-
seum at Low Head.  
One of the 13 display rooms 
in the 1835 Pilots Row is 
dedicated to Ponrabbel sto-
ries and artefacts. A replica 
flag has recently brightened 
it up since the original be-
came too fragile to display, 
and was stored away. One 
of the small ventilators is 
used to collect cash entry 
fees and any donations just 
inside the entrance to the 
museum and outside you’ll 
see two larger ones painted 
yellow. 

The Ponrabbel’s port engine 
is housed in a shed in the 
courtyard. Dedicated volun-
teers have now restored to 
full working condition and 
it was recently fitted with 
an electric motor so that 
visitors can now see it work-
ing - albeit without the hiss 
of steam! (The starboard 
engine is at the Australian 
Marine College, Newnham). 

Among the volunteers is 
Don Heather, who was once 
the fireman keeping up the 
steam on ‘The Ponnie’ as he 
affectionately refers to the 
bucket dredge. Don is often 
around to demonstrate the 
engine and regale visitors 
with stories from his first 
hand experience. There’s no 
OFF SEASON at this Muse-
um - it’s open 7 days a week 
from 10 am till 4 pm for 
an extremely modest entry 
fee. Put it on your bucket 
[dredge] list!

Meetings are held on the 3rd Monday each month, starting at 7.30 pm, usually at The Grove, 25 Cimitiere St, George Town. 
January, February and March meetings are held at Low Head, Hillwood & the Piper District respectively.

Meetings are free and open to the public, but a gold coin donation towards supper is appreciated.

Annual Memberships:  $15 single; $25 couple; $5 students - due in October.

NEXT MEETING

MONDAY, 18th October At the Grove, 25 Cimitere St at 7.30 pm

Annual reports, election of officers, setting of fees, etc.

This will be followed by a talk by Carol Thomas entitled:

“Soroptimism - 100 years of Educating, Empowering and Enabling Women and Girls”  

Carol is a member of the local branch of “Soroptimist International” - a worldwide volunteer organisation for women who work for peace, and in particu-
lar to improve the lives of women and girls in local communities and throughout the world. The group has long had a presence in George Town and even 

provided the International President for some years.

Email info@gtdhs.com or Phone 6382 4412. COVID-19 Precautions Apply.

GEORGE TOWN & DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC.

ABOVE: Ponrabbel II, on her arrival in Launceston, after an 8 month voyage from  
England in 1921 (Photo: Supplied)
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