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Historic Boat docks at George Town

Batman Bridge finally re-
ceives fresh coat of paint

It’s not every day you get to 
celebrate a birthday that is 
over 1 ½ centuries in age. 

With a quaint little birthday 
party, Admiral celebrated it’s 
156th birthday with mem-
bers of the George Town 
Council, volunteers of the 
Bass and Flinders museum 

and of course the team 
behind the stunning resto-
ration project, the Admiral 
Restoration Group who call 
themselves the Admiralty.

Craig Dixon, a member 
of the ‘Admiralty’ project 
and also a volunteer of the 
Bass and Flinders muse-

um extended his thanks to 
the restoration group and 
members of the council and 
to the volunteers of the Bass 
and Flinders museum, 

“It’s a great day for a 
birthday and it’s Admirals 
birthday.” He said. 

“The Admiral, what a beau-
tiful boat, she’s 156 years old 
(as of the 26th August), she’s 
also Tasmania’s oldest boat 
and she’s Australia’s second 
oldest.”

Craig described Admiral 
as an asset to the Bass and 
Flinders museum and by ex-

tension to the George Town 
community. 

“We are very, very lucky to 
have her here, we really are.”

Only licensed to carry 30 
people, Admiral was built 
156 years ago as a water taxi 
and carried four Govenors 

in her time starting with 
Thomas Browne from 1861 
to 1868, Charles Du Cane 
from 1869 to 1874, Freder-
ick Weld from 1875 to 1880 
and Peter Underwood from 
2008 to 2014.

Read More on Pages 6-7

Since the beginning of the 
2021, extensive roadworks 
have taken place along the 
Batman Highway between 
the Batman Bridge and the 
East Tamar Highway. 

At 55 years old, the bridge 
will now undergo some 
much-needed refurbish-
ment over the coming 
months to prevent any dete-
rioration where possible.  

The Department of State 
Growth will be undertaking 
works on the bridge with 
the maintenance expected 

to finish in April 2022.
The Tasmanian Govern-
ment have allocated funding 
to paint the A-Frame of the 
bridge to prevent corro-
sion to the structure of 
the bridge and extend the 
lifetime of this well-known 
passage connecting the East 
and West Tamar Highways.

The works will involve high 
pressure cleaning and the 
removal of the old painted 
surfaces, with debris and 
waste water collected for 
off-site disposal.
Works are expected to be 

conducted during the day, 
with night shifts occurring 
at the completion of the 
project to remove work 
platforms. 

With reduced speed limits 
in the area, motorists are 
urged to allow an extra 8 
minutes travel time to reach 
their destination. 

Pedestrians are expected to 
be unable to use the bridge 
during the later stages of the 
work.

Read More on Page 2
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Since the beginning of the 
2021, extensive roadworks 
have taken place along the 
Batman Highway between 
the Batman Bridge and the 
East Tamar Highway.
 
At 55 years old, the bridge 
will now undergo some 

much-needed refurbish-
ment over the coming 
months to prevent any de-
terioration where possible.  

The Department of State 
Growth will be undertaking 
works on the bridge with 
the maintenance expected 

to finish in April 2022.

The Tasmanian Govern-
ment have allocated fund-
ing to paint the A-Frame 
of the bridge to prevent 
corrosion to the structure 
of the bridge and extend 
the lifetime of this well-

known passage connecting 
the East and West Tamar 
Highways. 

The works will involve high 
pressure cleaning and the 
removal of the old painted 
surfaces, with debris and 
waste water collected for 

off-site disposal.
Works are expected to be 
conducted during the day, 
with night shifts occurring 
at the completion of the 
project to remove work 
platforms.

With reduced speed limits 

in the area, motorists are 
urged to allow an extra 
8 minutes travel time to 
reach their destination. 

Pedestrians are expected to 
be unable to use the bridge 
during the later stages of 
the work.

Department of State Growth announce the 
Batman Bridge A-Frame will be re-painted

Close Up images of the condition of the railings on the Batman Bridge. 

Following the resignation 
of Dr Bastian Seidel, stating 
that he could not continue 
to work in a toxic environ-
ment, and the resignation 
from the Parliamentary 
Labor Party by David O’By-
rne, Labor Leader Rebecca 
White has announced a new 
shadow cabinet. 

In a statement, Ms White 
said  the new shadow cabi-
net will continue to hold the 
Gutwein Liberal Govern-
ment to account in crucial 
areas where it continues to 
fail Tasmanians, adding that 
the new Shadow Cabinet 
sees Deputy Leader Anita 
Dow, a former nurse, allo-
cated the important Health, 
Mental Health and Wellbe-
ing portfolio.

In other changes to the 
Shadow Cabinet, Member 
for Clark Ella Haddad will 
be responsible for holding 
the government to account 
on Housing, Member for 
Lyons Jen Butler takes on 
responsibility for Building 
and Member for Rumney 
Sarah Lovell is the new 
Shadow Minister for Parks 
and Environment.

“This is a government that 
over more than seven years 
has failed – and continues 
to fail – Tasmanians in areas 
that are the most important, 
including health, housing, 
education and the delivery 
of infrastructure,” Ms White 
said.

“Each member of the Labor 
Shadow Cabinet has a thor-
ough understanding of the 
issues that are important to 
their communities and each 
of them is a strong voice for 
their community.”

“We will continue to take 
those issues up to the gov-
ernment for the Tasmanian 
community.”

The new shadow cabinet 
consists of:  

Rebecca WHITE
• Labor Leader & 
Member for Lyons
• Shadow Minister 
for Climate Change
• Shadow Minister 
for Tourism, Hospitality & 
Events
• Shadow Minister 
for Infrastructure  

Anita DOW

• Deputy Labor 
Leader & Member for Brad-
don
• Shadow Minister 
for Health, Shadow Minister 
for Mental Health & Well-
being
• Shadow Minister 
for Local Government & 
Planning
• Shadow Minister 
for Advanced Manufactur-
ing & Defence Industries 

Shane BROAD
• Labor Member for 
Braddon
• Shadow Treasurer
• Shadow Minister 
for Resources
• Shadow Minister 
for Trade
Jen BUTLER
• Labor Member for 
Lyons
• Shadow Minister 
for ICT, Science & Technol-
ogy
• Shadow Minister 
for Building & Construction
• Shadow Minister 
for Consumer Affairs
• Shadow Minister 
for Veterans Affairs

Janie FINLAY
• Labor Member for 
Bass

• Shadow Minister 
for Primary Industries & 
Water
• Shadow Minister 
for Small Business
• Shadow Minister 
for Start Ups 

Ella HADDAD
• Labor Member for 
Clark
• Shadow Attor-
ney-General
• Shadow Minister 
for Justice
• Shadow Minister 
for Corrections
• Shadow Minister 
for Housing
• Shadow Minister 
for Equality
• Shadow Minister 
for Multicultural Affairs
Sarah LOVELL
• Labor Member for 
Rumney
• Leader of Opposi-
tion Business in the Legisla-
tive Council
• Shadow Minister 
for Child Safety
• Shadow Minister 
for Workplace Relations
• Shadow Minister 
for Parks & Environment 

Michelle O’BYRNE
• Labor Member for 

Bass & Party Whip
• Shadow Minister 
for Police, Fire & Emergen-
cy Management
• Shadow Minister 
for Women
• Shadow Minister 
for the Prevention of Family 
Violence
• Shadow Minister 
for Aboriginal Affairs
• Shadow Minister 
for Heritage, the Arts & 
Creative Industries 

Jo SIEJKA
• Labor Member for 
Pembroke
• Deputy Leader of 
Opposition Business in the 
Legislative Council
• Shadow Minister 
for Disability
• Shadow Minister 
for Ageing
• Shadow Minister 
for Youth
• Shadow Minister 
for Community Services & 
Development 

Josh WILLIE
• Labor Member for 
Elwick
• Shadow Minister 
for Education & Early Years
• Shadow Minister 
for TAFE, University & 

Skills & Training
• Shadow Minister 
for Transport
• Shadow Minister 
for Sport 

Dean WINTER
• Labor Member for 
Franklin
• Leader of Opposi-
tion Business in the House 
of Assembly
• Shadow Minister 
for Energy & Emissions 
Reduction
• Shadow Minister 
for Finance
• Shadow Minister 
for Economic Development
• Shadow Minister 
for Racing

Labor announce new Shadow Cabinet
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Backed by Australia’s fifth biggest retail bank, Beaconsfield 
Agency provides new and existing Bendigo Bank customers 
with a great range of everyday banking services and lending 
opportunities. 

Real time processing of deposits, withdrawals, transfers,  
and EFTs.

Opening new accounts and updating existing accounts, 
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Referring any lending – including home loans, personal loans, 
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Assisting with any other banking needs you may have, giving 
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City of Launceston set to formally recognise 
Ariarne Titmus with the Key to the City

Launceston golden girl 
Ariarne Titmus will be 
honoured with the Key to 
the City next month.

 Titmus, who won two gold 
medals in the pool at the 
recent Tokyo Olympics, will 
be presented with the Key 
to the City by Launceston 
Mayor Albert van Zetten on 
September 17 at a ceremony 
in Civic Square starting at 

12 noon.
 Councillors unanimous-
ly supported a motion to 
present the City’s highest 
honour to Titmus, along 
with renaming the 50m 
competition pool at the 
Launceston Leisure and 
Aquatic Centre.

 The Council will also 
establish an annual Ariarne 
Titmus Swimming Scholar-

ship at the Aquatic Centre 
for up-and-coming young 
swimmers.

 City of Launceston Mayor 
Albert van Zetten described 
Titmus’s achievements in 
Tokyo as outstanding, and 
said it was appropriate that 
the Council recognise what 
the 20-year-old former 
Launceston swimmer had 
achieved on the world stage.

 “It’s amazing to think that 
Ariarne has had such an 
impact in such a short time 
- she’s such an inspiration 
and role model for young 
athletes and young women 
everywhere and the Council 
is so proud of what she has 
achieved,” Mayor van Zetten 
said.

 Only five people have ever 
been bestowed the honour 
of the key to the City in 
Launceston - former Test 
captain Ricky Ponting, 
boxer Daniel Geale, cyclist 
Richie Porte, composer Pe-
ter Sculthorpe and round-
the-world yachtsman, Ken 
Gourlay.

 Titmus will be the first 
woman and the youngest 
person to be presented with 
the key.

 “It’s fitting that Ariarne’s 
name will be associated 
with the same 50m pool 
she spent so many hours 
training in as a teenager in 
her early years as a competi-
tive swimmer at the Aquatic 
Centre,” Mayor van Zetten 
said.

 “The Council hopes that by 
renaming this pool, it will 
serve as an inspiration to 
Launceston’s current and fu-

ture generation of Olympic 
hopefuls.

 “The only downside is that 
given the short timeframes 
we have to work within re-
garding Ariarne’s availabili-
ty, we won’t be in a position 
to officially rename the pool 
in time for this visit.

 “But I would hope that 
once that work has taken 
place, we will be able to 
bring Ariarne back down 
from Queensland for a more 
appropriate ceremony at the 
Aquatic Centre.”

 Apart from her medal haul 
in Tokyo, Titmus also won 
three gold medals and a 
silver at the 2018 Common-
wealth Games on the Gold 
Coast.

 The same year, she set a 
world record in the women’s 
short-course 400m freestyle 
event at the FINA World 
Championships in China.
 She went on to represent 
Australia at the 2019 World 
Championships in South 
Korea, winning gold in the 
women’s 400m freestyle, 
gold in the 4x200m relay, 
silver in the 200m freestyle 
and bronze in the 800m.

 Despite her age, Mayor van 

Zetten said Titmus had al-
ready established herself as 
the best female swimmer in 
the world over the 200 and 
400m distance.

 “To be the best, you have 
to beat the best and Ariarne 
has certainly done that over 
a number of major events 
now. She’s a wonderful 
ambassador for the sport, 
a tremendous ambassador 
for her home city and a 
true role-model for young 
athletes all over Australia,” 
Mayor van Zetten said.

 “I would encourage as 
many Northern Tasmanians 
to join us on September 17 
in Civic Square and cele-
brate this inspiring young 
woman and all that she has 
achieved so far.”

The 50m Competition Pool at the Launceston Leisure & Aquatic Centre, soon to 
be renamed after Ariarne Titmus. (Photo: Supplied)

Supporting safe, well and 
positive learners

Students in Tasmanian 
Government primary 
schools will be provided 
with a Physical Wellbeing 
Action Pack to help them to 
stay healthy, have more en-
ergy, feel confident, manage 
stress, and sleep well.

“The Department of Educa-
tion has recently introduced 
a recommendation of two 
hours per week of timeta-
bled physical activity in pri-
mary schools, as part of our 
2020-21 Physical Wellbeing 
and the Environment Ac-

tion Plan.” Said Minister for 
Education, Sarah Courtney

The Action Pack is intended 
to promote the recom-
mended hours of physical 
activity and provide schools 
with the resources and 
equipment to support what 
they are already doing in 
this space.

“We know that physical 
activity has significant 
benefits for both physical 
and mental wellbeing and 
can boost creativity and 

resilience in our students.”

The Action Pack includes 
equipment such as skipping 
ropes, hula hoops and balls 
and is aimed at support-
ing and encouraging new 
ways to integrate physical 
activity into each day via 
school-based examples and 
resources.  

Importantly, schools 
play a significant role in 
supporting regular phys-
ical activity and creating 
positive, healthy learning 
environments for children 
and young people. 

“The Tasmanian Liberal 
Government recognises 
that education is the single 
most powerful driver for 
improving economic and 
social outcomes in Tasma-
nia including health, life 
expectancy, happiness and 
productivity.”

“That’s why we will contin-
ue to support the wellbeing 
of Tasmania’s children and 
young people to ensure 
they have the best oppor-
tunity to learn, grow and 
thrive.”

Prefer
to read
online?
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By Kristy Williams

It’s not every day you get to 
celebrate a birthday that is 
over 1 ½ centuries in age. 
With a quaint little birthday 
party, Admiral celebrated it’s 
156th birthday with mem-
bers of the George Town 
Council, volunteers of the 
Bass and Flinders museum 
and of course the team 
behind the stunning resto-
ration project, the Admiral 
Restoration Group who call 
themselves the Admiralty.

Craig Dixon, a member 
of the ‘Admiralty’ project 
and also a volunteer of the 
Bass and Flinders muse-
um extended his thanks to 
the restoration group and 
members of the council and 
to the volunteers of the Bass 
and Flinders museum, “It’s 
a great day for a birthday 
and it’s Admirals birthday.” 
He said. 

“The Admiral, what a beau-
tiful boat, she’s 156 years old 
(as of the 26th August), she’s 
also Tasmania’s oldest boat 
and she’s Australia’s second 
oldest.”

Craig described Admiral 
as an asset to the Bass and 
Flinders museum and by ex-

tension to the George Town 
community. 

“We are very, very lucky to 
have her here, we really are.”

Only licensed to carry 30 
people, Admiral was built 
156 years ago as a water taxi 
and carried four Govenors 
in her time starting with 
Thomas Browne from 1861 
to 1868, Charles Du Cane 
from 1869 to 1874, Freder-
ick Weld from 1875 to 1880 
and Peter Underwood from 
2008 to 2014.

Craig described a man who 
they all called Bern, as the 
driving force of Admiral 
and the Bass and Flinders 
museum. 

“Bernal Tasman Cuthbert-
son, otherwise known as 
Bern, what he didn’t know 
about ships in the sea and 
sailing and anything nauti-
cal wasn’t worth knowing.”

“He was an amazing guy 
and an absolute fount of 
knowledge.”

Bern unfortunately passed 
away in 2013 just shy of his 
90th year, however Craig 
said “He’s still with us and 
this is his legacy.” 

Whilst walking the banks 
of the Tamar one day, Craig 
found an ordinary net float 
and to his surprise it had the 
name ‘Bernal’ on one side 
of it, “He’s still talking to us 
and I can tell you what he’d 
be saying. He’d be saying 
remember the eyes of the 
world are upon us.”

The Admirality’s secretary 
Fiona Peate also paid thanks 
to the Bass and Flinders 
Museum and the George 
Town Council for the op-
portunity to install Admiral 
into the museum and to 
celebrate her birthday.

“She was a bit of a wreck 
when we found her but we 
did it because we could, 
and because Bern said we 
should.” Fiona said.

“To quote our historian, 
Graeme Broxam, it casts a 
light on our maritime past 
and broader aspects of early 
colonial Tasmanian enter-
prises.”

The group were able to 
restore 80% of the origi-
nal timbers and wanted 
to preserve Admiral for 
future generations as it is a 
physical link to the everyday 
activities that occurred in 

Tasmania so many years 
ago. 

The group have engaged in 
a number of historic boat 
restorations together, which 
have helped to foster the 
long friendships among the 
group that still stands today. 

Craig added the many trips 
that they had shared togeth-
er were some of the best 
weeks of his life.

Before completion of the 
restoration project, Admiral 
took part in a number of 
events including the Austra-
lian Wooden Boat Festival, 
Seafarers’ Festival and the 
Launceston Wooden Boat 
Festival. 

Fiona recalled their fi-
nal important mission of 
removing the old skipper, 
Bern and what a memorable 
task it was. 

“It wasn’t all work, endur-
ing friendships developed. 
It was very positive and 
upbeat. I think people were 
there because they wanted 
to be.” She said.

“There was lots of laugh-
ter, social activities and of 
course getting wet, because 

no one goes to sea without 
getting a little bit wet.”

Fiona described Bern as the 
ideas man with the ability to 
enthuse, teach and mentor 
those around him. 

“We learnt something new 
everytime we were with 
him.”
David Evans, a Vietnam 
Veteran was conscripted to 
go to war alongside his twin 
brother, however through a 
special arrangement, David 
went to war without his 
brother. David loved being 
around boats and made 
the oars for Admiral from 
scratch. 

Fiona described David as 
one of Bern’s protegees 
who learnt a lot from Bern 
through their many adven-
tures together. 

“He decided we needed 
oars and thought, well that’s 
something I can do, so he 
researched making oars.”

David, like so many others 
was adversely affected by 
the war but decided build-
ing oars was something he 
could do and after talking 
with people in the know, he 
set to work on crafting the 

oars.

“It’s a very important con-
tribution because he did it 
on his own. It kept him busy 
doing things and he could 
do it when he felt like he 
needed to do it.”

“David was a poet and 
a very good one to have 
around. As we rowed Admi-
ral from Huonville through 
the D’Entrecasteux Channel 
to Hoabart after she was 
relaunched, he regaled us 
with stories and poems that 
he’d written.”

John Young, described as 
an avid supporter of Bern 
was also thanked for his 
contributions to the Bass 
and Flinders Museum. 

“He financed this place and 
it’s thanks to John Young 
that this building is here, a 
great asset for the people of 
George Town.”

It wasn’t all smooth sailing 
for the restoration group, 
finding a covered place 
where they could begin the 
work was proving to be a 
difficult journey. Despite the 
many empty government 
sheds, Fiona said “they 
didn’t want us there.”

The Admiral on display at the Bass and Flinders Maritime Museum (Photo: Kristy Williams)

Historic boat docks
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Luckily, Wesley Hazel came 
to the rescue and offered the 
group a shed in Judbury. 

“He paid for the power and 
insurance and was great 
company and enthusiastic 
about what we were doing.”

The group also received 
another generous donation 
of Huon Pine from an old 
fisherman Mark O’May 
that knew Bern. He offered 
to mill the Huon Pine 
which was used to replace 
the missing and/or rotted 
planks. “He liked what we 
were doing.”

Fiona had one simple 
message for the old vessel, 
“Happy Birthday and have a 
well-deserved retirement.”

George Town’s mayor Greg 
Keiser was also in atten-
dance to celebrate the life 
of Admiral and to acknowl-
edge the transfer of Admiral 
into the Bass and Flinders 
Museum and into the 
custodianship of the George 
Town Council.

“The George Town Coun-
cil’s involvement is rel-
atively recent and so it’s 
appropriate to acknowledge 
Peter Hale and the original 
founding members of the 
Bass and Flinders Museum 
it’s appropriate to acknowl-
edge all of the volunteers 
who are the lifeblood of this 
remarkable facility, and we 
are deeply grateful, deeply, 
in gratitude, that we can 
give this wonderful vessel a 
permanent home.”

“I also want to just quickly 
call out to the Lighthouse 
Regional Arts Group and 
particularly to Mike Joines, 
Remona Hayes and Alene 
Keiser who had a hand 
in painting the beautiful 
backdrop, which I think is 
fitting and really does the 
right thing by the Admiral, 
in short we just couldn’t be 
more delighted to have her 
here.” He said

Michael Bird, one of the vol-
unteers and the replacement 
skipper after Bern, recalled 
the condition of the boat as 

being quite poor when the 
crew began the project. 

“She still had the prop shaft 
in her and she was 6 feet 
longer, another 3 planks 
higher, so about a foot high-
er than what she currently 
is.”

“The paints as close as we 
could get to the original.”

Michael said the resto-
ration took over 3 years to 
complete and the group got 
together 1-2 days a week. 

Prior to the restoration, 
Admiral was located on 
Mitchell Island by some of 
Bern’s friends who thought 
it looked like an interest-
ing boat, and after having 
a look through writer and 
maritime historian, Graeme 
Broxam’s book called ‘Those 
that Survive: Vintage & 
Veteran Boats of Tasmania’ 
they were convinced the 
boat had to be Admiral.

Admiral was almost sent to 
the fire pile after the owners 

at the time had attempted to 
turn the vessel into a clipper 
boat only to find they lacked 
the skills to be able to com-
plete the job. 

Sick in bed, Bern received 
a call to announce the 
suspected discovery of the 
boat.

Despite being unwell, he 
was straight out of bed and 
on his way to inspect the 
boat which he identified as 
is being Admiral and offered 
the owner $1 for it.

Graeme knew Bern for a 
long time and when the res-
toration project of Admiral 
began, Graeme began to 
research the history of the 
vessel. 

“It was a pity that the re-
search wasn’t until after the 
boat was almost finished. 
There’s a few things that 
were done slightly a bit dif-
ferently, but we’ve still got a 
very good idea of the boats 
history and where it fits into 
the whole Tasmanian story” 

Graeme said.

“It’s a boat that had a lot 
of public interest, because 
it was the biggest of these 
so called waterman’s boats 
that used to operate out of 
Hobart.”

“It was the boat that was 
hired by the Regatta people 
every year that would row 
the Governor around the 
Regatta grounds until the 
early 1870’s.”

It is also believed that Ad-
miral was used as a fishing 
boat at one point for some 
60 years.

The boat was discovered 
in 2006 and work official-
ly began in early 2007 to 
restore it. 

“When we got it finished, 
we put it in the river at 
Huonville, and rode it all 
the way down the river.” 
Fiona said. 

Admiral has been quite the 
recycling project, with it still 

being held together by the 
same copper nails it started 
with. 

“Copper at the time was 
about $90 a kilogram and 
that was as scrap. Whatever 
nails we got out, we harvest-
ed them, and Bern sat there 
in front of the fire with my 
little dogs on his lap keep-
ing his legs warm and he 
straightened the nails and 
resharpened them.”

Once restoration was 
complete, they couldn’t find 
a home for the vessel to be 
put on display locally, so it 
was transported to the Bass 
and Flinders Museum. 

“It’s a good thing, George 
Town are just wonderful, 
welcoming and I’m sure 
they’ll take really good care 
of it.”

The Tasmanian Government is undertaking 

an $11 million redevelopment of Exeter High 

School, providing new learning facilities for 

students from Years 7-12. Now is the time to 

 get involved and share your ideas. 

The Department of Education’s Get Involved 

campaign is a great way for you to help shape 

the school for future generations of learners  

and your local community.

Visit education.tas.gov.au/get-involved  

to find out how. 

At George Town
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Improving water reliability for 
Northern Tasmania

The Tasmanian Govern-
ment launched their first 
Healthy Tasmania plan in 
2016 which saw action take 
place across a range of areas.

Minister for Mental Health 
and Wellbeing, Jeremey 
Rockliff said the action plan 
has seen many inspiring 
success stories that have led 
to positive health outcomes 
for Tasmanians across mul-
tiple communities.

“Tasmanian’s first wellbe-
ing strategy to promote 
and support good health 
has made great progress, 
and now we will build on 
its strengths and success-
es as we develop our next 
Healthy Tasmania Five Year 
Strategic Plan.”

“We invested $5.6 million in 
community-led action via 
grant programs that deliv-
ered 101 projects across the 
State to improve health and 
wellbeing.”

The projects include:
• The Student Health 
Initiative supported chil-
dren in 68 schools to make 
healthy, safe and active 
choices;  

• The School Can-
teen Accreditation Pro-
gram doubled the levels of 
participation and accredita-
tion, increasing health food 
options for children; 

• More than 2,000 
people participated in the 
Tasmanian Parks and Wild-

life Health Parks, Health 
People Program; 

• The Healthy Kids 
toolkit provided access to 
reliable and easy to under-
stand health information; 

• New laws and reg-
ulations introduced around 
the sale, use and display 
of tobacco are helping to 
decrease the rate of tobacco 
smoking, including reduc-
ing the number of young 
people starting smoking; 
and 

• Small grants for 
the Neighbour Day, Healthy 
Living Community Chal-
lenges enabled 120 projects 
to support stronger, better 
connected and more active 

communities. 

There are some promising 
results and trends overall 
with more Tasmanians be-
coming smoke free, increas-
es in physical activity rates, 
and people eating more 
vegetables and fruit, as well 
as a greater emphasis on 
mental health and wellbeing 
within communities.

“We know continuing ac-
tion is needed as most Tas-
manians still don’t eat the 
recommended amounts of 
vegetables and fruits, almost 
one in two Tasmanians over 
18 don’t do enough physical 
activity and much more 
needs to be done to contin-
ue reducing the smoking 
rate.”

“Over the next five years, 
our 2021-2026 Healthy 
Tasmania plan will focus 
on initiatives to support 
Tasmanians and their 
community, to be connect-
ed, nurture positive mental 
health and wellbeing, limit 
harmful alcohol use, be 
smoke-free, eat well and live 
more active lives.”

“With the added issue of 
managing COVID-19 and 
the impacts this has had 
on people’s health, mental 
health and wellbeing, we 
will continue to create the 
environments, settings and 
services that support Tas-
manians to live longer and 
healthier lives.”

Healthy Tasmania will also 

link with a range of strategic 
priorities of the Tasmanian 
Government, including 
recommendations from 
PESRAC (Premier’s Eco-
nomic and Social Recovery 
Advisory Council), Child 
and Youth Wellbeing Strat-
egy, Our Healthcare Future, 
and Rethink Mental Health 
2020.

“We want all Tasmanians 
to live healthier and longer 
lives – it’s better for them-
selves, the community and 
the economy, which is why 
we are firmly focused on 
delivering the next Healthy 
Tasmania Five Year Strategic 
Plan to secure Tasmania’s 
future.”

Healthy Tasmania – the first five years

A project to upgrade the 
treatment process at TasWa-
ter’s Chimney Saddle Water 
Treatment Plant (WTP) 
has commenced, which will 
lead to greater reliability 
of our services to custom-
ers from Kings Meadows 

through to George Town. 
The WTP is on Blessington 
Road in White Hills and has 
the capacity to produce 32 
million litres of water a day 
to customers, the equivalent 
of almost 13 Olympic sized 
swimming pools.

TasWater Capital Delivery 
Office (CDO) Senior Project 
Manager Amanda Allen 
said the clarifier at the plant 
is being upgraded, which is 
a crucial part of the water 
treatment process. 

“The clarifier at Chimney 
Saddle helps filter out sed-
iment and particles in the 
water during treatment and 
removes discolouration,” 
she said. 

“We are upgrading this 

part so we can continue 
to provide treated, high 
quality drinking water to 
our customers in this part of 
Launceston for many years 
to come.” 

The Chimney Saddle WTP 

was built in 1976 and the 
clarifier now requires an 
upgrade to ensure the plant 
can continue to operate 
effectively. 

“The upgrades include 
removing and replacing 
underwater plates and pipes 
and replacing launders, 
which is a water transfer 
channel,” Mrs Allen said. 

“We have contracted spe-
cialist divers from Tasma-
nian Divers Group who are 
carrying out the underwater 
works for us.” 

HB Engineering, Spectran, 
Pfeiffer Cranes and IPD 
Consulting are also key con-
tractors we have engaged for 
this project. 

“We are carrying out these 
works during the cooler, 
wetter months when the 
plant has the least amount 
of demand,” Mrs Allen said. 

“This is to ensure there is no 
impact on water supply to 
the community.” 

The works are expected to 
be completed by mid-Octo-
ber 2021. 

“We look forward to de-
livering this project which 
will ensure our customers 
continue to receive safe and 
reliable drinking water that 
is good to drink.”

TasWater CDO Senior Project Manager Amanda Allen with TasWater CDO Project Delivery Group Leader Fred Eggleston on site at the 
Chimney Saddle Water Treatment Plant at White Hills. (Photo: Supplied) 
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Dropping your car off for a service?

PLEASE CHECK IN

www.coronavirus.tas.gov.au
Visit the website for details and to download the Check In TAS app.
No smartphone? Others in your group or the business can check you in.

You must  

check in —

no matter  

how quick  

your visit.

Local opportunities to 
study Speech Pathology are 
now a reality as the Univer-
sity of Tasmania launches a 
new postgraduate program.

From mid-2022, people will 
be able to study a Master of 
Speech Pathology in Tas-
mania, helping to further 
support the allied health 
workforce needs and local 
communities across the 
State.

The new postgraduate 
course is part of the Univer-
sity’s Allied Health Expan-
sion Program. The program 
includes the Master of 
Physiotherapy which will 
also be available from mid 
next year. 

The Allied Health Expan-
sion Program is a collabora-
tion between the University, 
the Department of Health, 
the Department of Educa-
tion, and Tasmania’s allied 
health sector to increase 

allied health education and 
training programs across 
the State.

 The University’s School 
of Health Sciences, in the 
College of Health and 
Medicine, is co-designing 
the study programs with the 
local health industry and 
key professional bodies.

Tasmanian branch Chair of 
Speech Pathology Australia 
(SPA) Kathryn Fordyce said 
the introduction of locally 
developed and delivered 
education pathways for 
speech pathology is crucial 
to supporting the State’s 
workforce needs.

“Speech pathologists offer 
important services across 
the lifespan; from support-
ing communication devel-
opment in early childhood 
through to enhancing com-
munication and swallowing 
for people in aged care,” Ms 
Fordyce said.

“We’ve seen increasing 
demand for speech pathol-
ogy services across the state 
and difficulties with the 
recruitment and retention 
of speech pathologists. 
Developing a local work-
force who can respond to 
regional and rural needs is 
essential for Tasmania.”

 Professor Nuala Byrne, 
Head of the University’s 
School of Health Sciences, 
said it is very exciting to 
provide new study opportu-
nities for Tasmanians.

 “We are looking forward 
to welcoming our students 
and fostering the develop-
ment of the next generation 
of allied health profession-
als,” Professor Byrne said.

 “We are extremely grate-
ful to industry and key 
stakeholders who have, 
and continue to, provide 
expertise and input into the 
Allied Health Expansion 

Program.”

 The Master of Speech 
Pathology will provide 
entry-to-practice pathways, 
with the study program 
being flexibly delivered in a 
combination of digitalised 
learning platforms and 
on-campus intensives.

Students will participate 
in work-based learning 
in health care facilities, 
schools, disability services 
and private practices across 
Tasmania, where they will 
engage with practising 
health and education pro-
fessionals.

The Master of Speech 
Pathology will be available 
for entry in August, 2022, 
along with plans to also 
introduce a Master of Oc-
cupational Therapy.

University launches Speech Pathol-
ogy to further support state’s allied 
health workforce. 

Tasmania Police joined 
forces with Environmental 
Health Officers, Transport 
Inspectors and WorkSafe 
Inspectors at the end of 
August in high-visibility 
to raise awareness of the 
requirement for customers 
to ‘check in’ at shops, cafes, 
taxis (including ride shares) 
and other venues across the 
state. 
Under Section 16 of the 
Public Heath Act, business-
es are required to register 
for Check In TAS and 
provide access to a QR code. 
All people aged 16 years 
and older are required to 
check-in.
Anyone who refuses to 
check-in faces a fine of 
$778.50.
Tasmania Police Assistant 
Commissioner Jonathan 
Higgins said “We’ve been 
taking an educative ap-
proach for some time now 
and people have had time to 
adapt to the requirement to 
check-in.”
“Anyone who fails to check 
in, and then refuses to do 
so upon request, will face a 
fine.”
“The days of action are 
about actively monitoring 
compliance and increasing 
awareness that this is not 

a choice and people must 
check in.” He said.
Department of Health 
Secretary and State Health 
Commander Kathrine Mor-
gan-Wicks said “Most Tas-
manians are committed to 
keeping Tasmania COVID 
free, and understand that 
Check In TAS is a tool that 
will support us to identify 
and follow up with people 
if we learn they may have 
been exposed to a positive 
case of COVID-19.”
“The responsibility is on 
both businesses and patrons 
to support the Check In 
TAS arrangements.” She 
said.
Compliance checks in 
Hobart on Thursday, 26th 
August seen Tasmania 
Police issue two cautions. 
The cautions were issued 
to people whose behaviour 
demonstrated they had 
not checked in anywhere 
previously.
Launceston compliance 
checks saw 15 taxis/ride-
share vehicles and 94 busi-
nesses checked.
Tasmania Police provided 
formal advice to 25 people 
about checking in, and 
WorkSafe Tasmania issued 
two improvement notices to 
businesses.

Compliance Checked
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Launceston locals can now 
have their say on what they 
would like to see along the 
kanamaluka/Tamar Estu-
ary, with consultation on 
the draft vision for the area 
now open.

The draft vision, prepared 
by the Tamar Estuary 
Management Taskforce and 
released in June, explores 
the potential for the heart 
of the Tamar to be an 
inspiring destination that 
connects and enhances the 
area.
We now want the commu-
nity’s input on the vision 
to help shape the final plan 
and create places for every-
one to enjoy.

We believe the estuary in 

the middle of Launces-
ton can be a world-class 
waterfront destination that 
attracts both locals and 
visitors.

The key elements of the 
draft vision we are seeking 
input on include balancing 
the natural surrounds, new 
and existing amenities and 
cultural, commercial and 
community spaces that are 
accessible by all.

To make sure we are on the 
right path we are inviting 
people to tell us what they 
value about the estuary, and 
to give us their ideas for 
what the community spaces 
identified in the draft vision 
could look like.
Initially we want to know 

why people come to the 
area now, how they get 
around and, based on ideas 
in the draft vision, what 
would make them visit 
more often.

The first step is online 
consultation where the 
community can tell us what 
aspects of the draft vision 
will make the biggest differ-
ence in revitalising the area.

Following the online phase 
we will be holding commu-
nity sessions and pop-up 
information booths around 
Launceston throughout 
October, as well as directly 
engaging with groups who 
already use the estuary 
regularly.

The feedback received on 
the draft vision will help 
finalise the plan for the area 
and develop recommenda-
tions on priority projects 
that could be delivered over 
the longer-term.

The online consultation on 
the draft vision is open now 
and can be accessed via 
tamarestuary.com.au

Dates and locations for the 
consultation sessions and 
pop-ups will be advised 
closer to the time.

Have your say on the 
future of the Tamar

Want to join us?

Journalist
Sales Representative

At Hyperlocal Media, we believe in
Connecting Brands, Businesses &
Communities.

Our service offering is aligned with this
mission, providing advertising,
marketing and website development
services that help people connect. 

We also operate a number of local
news publications - including this one! 

Positions Available:

To learn more and apply, visit 
www.hyperlocalmedia.com.au/careers

Tasmanian Refugee Legal 
Service reveives Emergency 
Funding
In a statement, Attorney 
General Elise Archer 
said the ongoing crisis in 
Afghanistan has shocked 
the world. 

“As a Government, we are 
taking action to support 
our Afghan and Hazara 
communities, their friends 
and family, and the vital 
service organisations that 
support them.”
 
“That’s why, as part of our 
$85,000 commitment, 
I  am pleased as Attor-
ney-General and Minister 
for Justice to provide 
$50,000 in emergency 
funding to the Tasmanian 

Refugee Legal Service to 
assist our Afghan commu-
nity through this difficult 
time.”
 “This funding to the 
Tasmanian Refugee Legal 
Service will enable them to 
provide urgent advice, and 
lodge family reunion visa 
applications for Afghan 
Tasmanian residents who 
have family members in 
Afghanistan or in refugee 
camps in neighbouring 
countries.”
 
“We will continue to sup-
port our local Afghan com-
munity as the international 
situation unfolds.”

An aerial view of the Tamar Estuary, adjacent to the Silo Hotel, looking South towards Royal Park at low tide, 
reveals the extensive mud problem plaguing the estuary. (Photo: Zac Lockhart) 
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In a move that is designed 
to see more students 
studying closer to home, 
the Tasmanian Institute of 
Agriculture (TIA) will be 
headquartered in Launces-
ton from 2024.

From 2022, students can 
enrol and complete degrees 
in Bachelor of Agricultural 
Science at both Launceston 
and Hobart campuses.

“TIA’s undergraduate 
courses are almost entirely 
delivered out of Hobart,” 
Professor Michael Rose, In-
terim Director, Tasmanian 
Institute of Agriculture, 
said.

“By offering the Bachelor of 
Agricultural Science both to 
Launceston and Hobart, we 
hope to remove some of the 
barriers to study that may 
arise through geographic 
location, and continue to 
deliver quality agricultural 

research, industry develop-
ment, and education to the 
entire state.
“This is an exciting new 
phase for TIA as its edu-
cation opportunities will 
be broadened to meet the 
strong job prospects for our 
graduates.”

TIA will be located on-cam-
pus at Newnham (where 
purpose-built infrastruc-
ture will be created), and 
Willis St - the University of 
Tasmanian’s new academic 
building with a focus on 
science, food, allied health, 
nursing, and physical edu-
cation. 

The relocation is a staged 
process between now and 
2024, that will see some of 
TIA’s learning and teaching 
staff begin to transition 
north.
“The existing infrastructure 
at Newnham will be ready 
for the students in Launces-

ton from 2022,” Professor 
Rose said.

“As we move toward 2024, 
and as we grow our student 
numbers, so will the infra-
structure.”

TIA will remain a state-
wide institution - with staff 
and students at nine loca-
tions across Tasmania: San-
dy Bay, New Town, Cam-
bridge, Cressy, Newnham, 
Mt Pleasant, Forthside, 
Burnie, and Elliott - but the 
bulk of the staff will be in 
Launceston.

Current students in Hobart 
will have the option to 
continue their studies in 
Hobart, while research 
and post graduate training 
are undertaken at all three 
campuses.

“We are in an especially 
exciting time to study and 
work within the agriculture 

sector in Tasmania,” Pro-
fessor Rose said. “Tasma-
nia’s agriculture industry 
is flourishing, and the 
State Government has an 
ambitious goal to grow the 
annual value of the Tas-
mania’s agriculture to $10 
billion by 2050.”
Tasmania’s farmgate value 
has grown by a compound 
6.5% in the 10 years to 
2018-19. This rate has 
outstripped the average 
rate of growth in the state 
of 1.64%, which means 
agriculture is becoming a 
larger part of the Tasma-
nian economy.

“The North-West Coast, in 
particular, boasts a well-es-
tablished agriculture indus-
try,” Professor Rose said.

“It is a hugely important 
contributor to the state as it 
contains 36 per cent of all 
farm businesses in Tasma-
nia. More than one third of 

the state’s gross annual pro-
duction in 2018-19 came 
from the North-West, with 
dairy and potatoes the most 
important commodities.

“Headquartering TIA in 
the north creates a strong 
science program to support 
industry and science skills 
and maximise our impact 
across food industry value 
chains.”

TIA will continue to embed 
existing industry ties, 
offering courses which 
are relevant to regional 
future social and economic 
needs and sharpening our 
research focus.

TIA is a joint venture of the 
University of Tasmania and 
the Tasmanian Govern-
ment.

Tasmanian Institute of Agricul-
ture to move headquarters to 
Launceston

Lighthouse 
Regional 
Arts Latest 
Exhibition 
“OFF THE 
WALL” 
Local artist Maggie 
Fletcher, who has illus-
trated several articles  
for the Tamar Valley 
News, Tales of the Tamar 
series,  studied art at The 
Academy of the Arts at 
Launceston when she 
retired. Her art is eclectic 
and reflects her varied life 
experience. She delights 
in narrative art – pic-
tures that tell a story and 
expresses this through her 
illustrative work and more 
formalised art forms such 
as portraiture. During 
lock-down in 2020 she 
joined a Tasmanian online 
group Art At Home 2020 
which gave her a focus 
for her art response to 
the COVID crisis. OFF 
THE WALL an exhibition 
of her work which opens 
at The Watch House on 
September 15th, is from 
her personal collection, 
literally off the wall.
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Answers
(Turn page upside down) Jokes

Q - What do dentists call their x-rays? 
A - Tooth Pics! 

Q - What did Bass Strait say to Tasmania? 
A - Nothing, it just waved! 

Q - Do you want to hear a construction joke? 
A - Nevermind, I’m still working on it. 

Q - Why are toilets so good at poker? 
A - They always get a flush... 

Q - How does NASA organise a party? 
A - They Planet.

Q - What’s a kangaroo’s favourite music genre? 
A- Hip-Hop 

Q - What time is it when the clock strikes 13? 
A - Time to get a new clock! 

Riddle
I speak without a mouth and hear without ears. I have no body, but I come alive with wind. What am I?

Answer: 
An echo
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Flushed Away: How non-flushables 
affect our sewerage systems

TasWater welcomes the an-
nouncement that Standards 
Australia has released the 
draft standard, DR
AS/NZS 5328 Flushable 
Products for public com-
ment.

The draft standard outlines 
the criteria for materials 
which are suitable for flush-
ing down the toilet
in Australia and New 

Zealand.

Service Delivery Gen-
eral Manager David 
Hughes-Owen said Tas-
Water is pleased a standard 
has been released for public 
comment and hoped it will 
lead to clearer guidelines 
around what not to flush.

“Items including wet wipes 
and paper towels, when 

flushed, cause a build-
up in our systems,” Mr 
Hughes-Owen said.

“Flushing these items also 
risks blocking both the 
household pipes as well as 
TasWater’s sewerage system 
and they remain a problem 
right up until we have to sift 
them out when they reach 
the sewage treatment plant.”

“We hope that once the 
standard has been final-
ised, it will help lead to the 
reduction of items
flushed which are not one 
of the three P’s: pee, poo or 
toilet paper.”

Water Services Association 
of Australia (WSAA) Exec-
utive Director Adam Lovell 
said the draft Australia and 
New Zealand Standard 

will be the first of its kind 
internationally, where both 
utilities and manufacturers 
have come together in its 
development.

“It outlines a framework, 
provides labelling guidance 
and requirements, and sets 
out methods for testing 
whether products are 
suitable for toilet flush-
ing and compatible with 
wastewater systems and 
the environment’, said Mr 
Lovell.

“It has been developed 
by a technical committee 
including manufacturers, 
water utilities, peak bodies 
and consumer groups and 
includes pass/fail criteria.”

TasWater and WSAA en-
courage comments on the 
standard, which is available 
through the Standards 
Australia Public Comment 
Portal for a 9-week period 
until 1 November 2021 

For more information 
visit: https://www.
standards.org.au/news/
flushable-products-co-
lon-publiccomment-
ing-stage 

NILS Network of Tasmania congratulates Government 
for subsidies
The $500,000 a year over 
four years confirmed by 
the Government is already 
delivering heavily subsi-
dised heat pumps, freezers, 
washing machines and 
fridges into Tasmanian 
homes purchased through 
no interest loans. 

The funding included in the 
State Budget doubles the 
previous commitment and 
extends it over four years.

Through this support NILS 
Tasmania also provide a 
50% subsidy on 2.5 star 
heat pumps and $300 off a 
3 star energy rated fridge 
freezer or washing ma-
chine.

This means a heat pump 
that costs $3,000 installed, 
only requires the client to 
take out a no interest loan 

with NILS of $1,500.
“Already in the seven weeks 
of this financial year the 
government support has 
meant that NILS Tasmania 
has assisted 104 families to 
warm their homes with a 
brand new, half price heat 
pump. Our clients then pay 
back the loan at a maxi-
mum fortnightly repayment 
of just $40. No interest and 
no fees – ever.” Commented 
John Hooper, CEO of NILS 
Network of Tasmania.

“In just seven weeks of 
this year Tasmanians have 
accessed over $176,000 in 
subsidies on their prod-
ucts.”

This scheme enables finan-
cially vulnerable Tasma-
nians to save on energy 
AND get a much needed 
appliance. They are incred-

ibly grateful for the subsidy 
scheme, and they have told 
us so through their com-
ments in our recent client 
surveys:

• “My husband had 
a brain tumour and couldn’t 
get wood in so having the 
heat pump was peace of 
mind one less thing to wor-
ry about and I didn’t miss 
the payment coming out”

• “It made a huge 
difference as I was able to 
purchase a new energy and 
water efficient front loader 
washing machine instead of 
a second-hand one which 
would most likely need 
to be replaced in a few 
months”

• “It made my house 
warm for my family, I could 
never have afforded a heat 

pump without this, you 
made the winter bearable.”

• “Without this I 
would never have been able 
to get my fridge/freezer. 
I’d been homeless for eight 
months.”

“Every dollar of subsi-
dy provided by the State 
Government saves each 
family $5 if they’d turned 
to Rent to Buy companies 
as the alternative. Rent to 
Buy charge 200% over retail 
over 3 – 5 years. For exam-
ple, an $800 fridge costs 
the client $2,400 through 
Rent to Buy, but through 
a NILS loan and the State 
Government subsidy we 
can provide the same fridge 
and it costs that family just 
$500, saving them $1,900 in 
comparison!”

“We know the $821,452 in 
subsidies we have distrib-
uted in the last 18 months 
have saved Tasmanian low 
income families around $4 
million! If they’d gone to a 
Rent to Buy scheme instead 
of NILS.”

The State Government 
commitment to this scheme 
of $500,000 a year, cou-
pled with ongoing Aurora 
energy financial support to 
the subsidy scheme, means 
NILS will be able to keep 
the subsidy open all year. 

“What a great outcome and 
one the Government can 
rightly be proud, and with 
this new investment we can 
keep the program open to 
Tasmanians for the next 
four years and make real 
difference to cost of living 
pressures.”

The No Interest Loans 
Scheme Network of Tasma-
nia Inc. (NILS Tasmania) 
is a not for profit charitable 
organisation that provides 
loans to low income Tasma-
nians to purchase essential 
items and services and 
establish and grow small 
(micro) businesses. 

NILS Tasmania was es-
tablished in 2002 and has 
issued more than 28,000 
loans totalling more than 
$22 million dollars for 
household goods and ser-
vices, as well as over 1,000 
micro business loans to a 
value of $2.6 million.

An example of some of the non-flushable items which have been sifted out of TasWater’s systems. 
(Photo: Supplied)

Since August 2021, many 
Australians have been 
getting scam text messag-
es about missed calls or 
voicemails.  

Less than three weeks 
after this scam was first 
reported, Scamwatch 
had received over 5500 
reports of these scams. 
These scams have also 
already been a problem 
overseas in 2021.

The text messages ask you 
to tap on a link to down-
load an app to hear a 
voicemail message. How-
ever, the message is fake, 
there is no voicemail, 
and the app is actually 
malicious software called 
Flubot.

Android phones and 
iPhones can both receive 
texts from the Flubot.

If you receive one of these 
messages, do not click or 
tap on the link. Delete the 
message immediately.

Scam-
watch 
issue 
warning 
about 
new 
scam
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Boutique Tasmanian spar-
kling wine brand Belle-
bonne has taken out top 
honours in the 2022
Halliday Wine Companion 
Awards’ Sparkling Rosé 
varietal category.

A product of sparkling wine 
guru winemaker Natalie 
Fryar, Bellebonne’s Vintage 
Rosé 2017 scored an im-
pressive 96 points, equating 
to a “Top gold or trophy 
standard in a wine show.”
Bellebonne was also a final-
ist and the only Tasmanian 
brand in the Best New 
Winery category.

Natalie was presented with 
the Sparkling Rosé award 
virtually in August.

“This is the first time we’ve 
entered in the Halliday 
Wine Companion Awards, 
so to walk away with not 
only a varietal win but to 
place as a finalist in the Best 
New Winey category -
that’s a huge honour,” Fryar 
said.

“I passionately believe our 
sparklings are a fitting trib-
ute to where they’re grown - 
they’re made by Tasmania.
“Bellebonne represents 

everything that is Tasmania, 
both beautiful and good.”

The Halliday Wine Com-
panion Awards are consid-
ered the most prestigious in 
the country, with interna-
tionally recognised author 
and critic James Halliday 
recently handing the chief
editor title over to re-
nowned sparkling wine and 
champagne expert Tyson 
Stelzer.

Stelzer referred to Fryar as 
Australia’s sparkling rosé 
queen.

“The accumulated invest-
ment of both knowledge 
and tirage age that is 
mandatory in crafting truly 
great sparkling wine makes 
it impossible for an upstart, 
dedicated sparkling house 
to ever be shortlisted for 
Best New Winery,” he said.

“Unless that is, it is the pas-
sion project of a remarkable 
woman who has spent 20 
years building an intimate 
knowledge of the vines 
and the wines of northern 
Tasmania.

“Natalie Fryar has a hand 

in defining the greatness of 
many of the finest sparkling 
brands on the island, none 
more graceful nor more 
characterful than her own 
beloved Bellebonne – the
most important and the 
most sublime new sparkling 
label Australia has seen this 
century.

And it must be the smallest, 
too.”

Natalie also announced the 
pre-order of Bellebonne’s 
2019 Vintage Rosé, a spar-
kling set to sell out as quick-
ly as the now award winning 

2017 Vintage Rosé.

For more information, or 
to pre-order, visit: www.
bellebonne.wine 

Local wine maker takes out top honours 
in 2022 Halliday Wine Companion Awards

Prefer
to read
online?
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Tales of the Tamar 
A folk tale retold and illustrated by Maggie Fletcher

Written by Maggie 
Fletcher

Fictionalized accounts of 
the life of Charlotte Bad-
ger have been written and 
add-ed to over the years and 
recorded in the Archives as 
history. 

Convict? Pirate? Nothing 
could be further from the 
truth.  Charlotte had her 
tick-et of leave before the 

story of the female convict 
pirate took hold of the ima-
gina-tions of the storytellers 
to become entered into the 
histry books as fact.

Charlotte was born in 
Bromsgrove in England in 
1778, and according to the 
Brit-ish Convict Transpor-
tation records was one of 
296 convicts transported 
on the Earl Cornwallis to 
Sydney in August 1800. At 

eighteen years old, she was 
con-victed at the Worcester 
Assizes of housebreaking, 
and had only two years left 
to serve of her seven-year 
sentence when she was 
transported. Charlotte’s 
crime? She had stolen 
four guineas and a Queen 
Anne half-crown from her 
employers to whom she had 
been apprenticed since the 
age of ten.

Local, (Tamar Valley) 
oral history suggests that 
Badger Head was named 
for Charlotte, not for the 
wombats known as bad-
gers.  Although this cannot 
be proven, it is possible, as 
Charlotte is listed as having 
been in Port Dalrymple in 
1804 before going back to 
Sydney in 1805 with her 
sons Thomas and William 
on the Lady Nelson.
She was one of only two 
women on board the Ve-
nus when it sailed to Van 
Die-men’s Land in 1806, 
the other being Catherine 
Hagerty who had arrived in 
the colony on the Kitty in 
1792.  Romantic fiction has 
placed these two women as 
friends and inmates in the 
Parramatta Female Factory.  
No records survive from 
the Factory at that time and 
Magistrate records give no 
evidence to support this. 
Charlotte is listed in the 
archives as having an infant, 
but there is no mention of 
her two sons.

The Venus initially went 
only as far as Twofold Bay 
on the Southern NSW coast 
as it was delayed for 5 weeks 
by heavy weather.  Records 
show that Captain Chase 
was worried about the con-
duct of his unruly crew, and 
for the safety of his ship that 
was taking necessary food 
supplies and government 
stores for the settlements in 
both the north and south of 
Van Diemen’s Land.

Charlotte and her infant 
were on board when the Ve-
nus anchored at Lagoon Bay, 
Port Dalrymple.  Captain 
Chase was at York Town on 
the West Tamar when the 
mutiny took place.  Al-

though reports suggest that 
Charlotte was complicit in 
these events, it is more likely 
that this young mother with 
an infant, and possibly her 
sons as there is mention 
of two ships boys, was just 
caught up in a situation be-
yond her control.  A Public 
Notice at the time describes 
her as very corpulent, with 
full face, thick lips and light 
hair and has an infant child.

The Venus sailed to New 
Zealand and reached the 
Bay of Islands a few weeks 
lat-er. Matara, a local Maori, 
reported to Joseph Banks 
that people had come 
ashore from the Venus, two 
men, two women, and two 
children. Matara was not a 
minor chief.  He was the son 
of Te Pahi who controlled 
the Northern end of Rangi-
houa Bay where the Venus 
anchored, and had, with 
his father, just spent three 
months in Government 
House in NSW as guests 
of Gov. Philip King. They 
returned from NSW on the 
Lady Nelson on 24 February 
1806 with a prefabricated 
house gifted by the Gover-
nor for the use of European 
visitors to the marae.  It 
seems very likely that this 
accommodation was made 
available to Charlotte during 
the 5 months she spent in 
New Zealand under the pro-
tection of Te Pahi, and so 
she be-came acknowledged 
as the first white woman 
in New Zealand.  Matara 
visited England in 1809 
and was presented to King 
George III.

The story that Charlotte 
escaped the Maori and 
sailed to Tonga on the 
Lafayette?  No such vessel 

existed.  This was based on 
a story by Te Matan - who 
was in fact, Louis Becke 
who wrote entertaining 
historical fiction.  Accord-
ing to shipping records, 
Charlotte sailed to Norfolk 
Island on the Indispensible, 
then later to Sydney on the 
Govt brig HMS Porpoise.  
The passenger list states: 
‘Brought from New Zealand 
on the Indispensible is one 
of the women who was on 
the Venus schooner when 
ran away from Port Dalry-
mple.’  It reached Sydney in 
July 1807.

In 1811, Charlotte appears 
in the marriage register, 
marrying Private Thomas 
Humphries.  He was about 
60 years old and she was 
in her early 30’s.  They be-
came landowners and were 
listed in the muster in 1825 
as married with a daughter 
Maria aged ten.  What hap-
pened to her sons Thomas 
and William, and the infant 
is not recorded.  No official 
action was taken against her 
for the act of mutiny.  She 
appears to be the victim of 
circumstance.

Charlotte had spent a de-
cade travelling by sea from 
England to NSW, NSW to 
Van Diemen’s Land, and 
back to NSW before return-
ing to Van Diemen’s Land 
and thence to New Zealand 
on a pirated schooner to live 
amongst the Maori be-fore 
sailing to Norfolk Island 
and back to NSW to marry 
and become a landowner.

Charlotte Badger was not 
a convict/pirate, but a 
woman before her time.  A 
pio-neering Aussie battler.

Meetings are held on the 3rd Monday each month, starting at 7.30 pm, usually at The Grove, 25 Cimitiere St, George Town. 
January, February and March meetings are held at Low Head, Hillwood & the Piper District respectively.

Meetings are free and open to the public, but a gold coin donation towards supper is appreciated.

Annual Memberships:  $15 single; $25 couple; $5 students - due in October.

NEXT MEETING

MONDAY, 20th September At the Grove, 25 Cimitere St at 7.30 pm

Speaker: Diane Phillips
Topic:  “James Galloway – Master Stonemason”

James Galloway was involved with building both the Eddystone and Low Head Lighthouses and Diane will tell us more about the man and his profession, including his 
work on these lighthouses structures.

Email info@gtdhs.com or Phone 6382 4412. COVID-19 Precautions Apply.

GEORGE TOWN & DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC.

Charlotte Behind Bars at 18 (Illustrated by Maggie Fletcher
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