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The Crazy Duck Excels 
Despite Pandemic

The Tamar Valley is home to many restau-
rants and hotels, one such Restaurant is 
The Crazy Duck, at York Cove in George 
Town. 

The restaurant itself comprises of a large 
dining area, with private corners, com-
fortable couches and sweeping views of 
York Cove. At night, especially during 
summer, the view of the panoramic sunset 
is unforgettable, with its owners calling it 
a “well-kept secret”. 

Also onsite are a range of accommoda-
tion options, making it an ideal holiday 
destination. 

Surrounded by beautiful scenery and 
great local produce, The Crazy Duck 
was launched last year, with the project 
commencing just before the Coronavi-
rus pandemic hit, as a new venture, they 
weren’t eligible for government assistance 
that many other businesses could access.

Despite the numerous challenges of the 
pandemic, the Crazy Duck team have 
proven themselves exceptional, and their 
hard work, although not over, is paying off 
– with the Restaurant being awarded three 
awards at the Tasmanian Hospitality As-
sociations Awards for Excellence in June. 

Read More on pages 4-5

Tennis season wraps 
up with strong local 
representation in the 
Grand Finals
By Ben Holden

The Tennis North Evening Interclub Pen-
nant season has wrapped up with grand 
finals in all grades managing to be complet-
ed despite some unfriendly weather, with a 
couple of West Tamar clubs representing the 

region strongly.

Read More on page 11
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Pay Phones become Free

Police are urging motorists to slow down 
and drive to the winter conditions follow-
ing reports of black ice on the roads. 

“With winter now here bringing adverse 
road conditions such as ice, rain and 
snow, it’s timely to urge all motorists 
to reset their driving behaviours,” said 
Inspector Darren Hopkins. 

“Following reports of black ice on the 
roads over the last few days, particularly 
in Northern Tasmania, it’s vital all drivers 
are aware of the potential for hazardous 
road conditions and to drive accordingly.”

Black ice creates potentially hazardous 
road conditions which often cannot be 
seen. 

“If a vehicle is driving too fast for the con-
ditions and travels over black ice, the car 
can slide out of control and into danger, 
potentially causing a crash,” said Inspec-
tor Hopkins.   

“Police are urging all motorists, in poor 
weather conditions, to slow down and 
drive to those condition.  React to road 
warning signs and don’t drive on closed 
roads.” 

In addition to the ‘Fatal Five’ police urge 
all motorists to:  

• Drive to the conditions and to a 
speed that feels safe and allows plenty 
of time to stop quickly and safely.

• Be aware the roads can become slip-
pery from rain, hail, ice and snow.

• Leave plenty of space between your 
vehicle and the vehicle ahead – four 
seconds at least in poor conditions.

• Don’t allow distractions (i.e. mobile 
phones) to affect your judgement and 
reaction times. 

• Pay attention to road warning signs 
about hazardous conditions.

• Drive with headlights on when visi-
bility is poor.

• Ensure tyres are in good condition 
and are correctly inflated.

• Ensure windscreen is clean and the 
demister is working as it should.

• Ensure wiper blades work and are in 
good condition.

Motor-
ists urged 
to drive 
to winter 
condi-
tions

Telstra has announced that all Australians 
can now make calls right across the coun-
try for free on Telstra’s network of more 
than 15,000 payphones.

In the past year, about 11 million calls 
were made across Australia from Tels-
tra payphones. This included more than 
230,000 calls to critical services like ‘000’ 
and Lifeline, proving a crucial service for 
some of the country’s most vulnerable 
people and communities, especially those 
in regional and remote areas. 

Telstra CEO, Andrew Penn said this 
decision meant everyone could now use 
payphones to make a free local or national 
call to a standard fixed line or a call to an 
Australian mobile, when they needed to.

 “Telstra payphones are now free phones 
for everyone to anywhere in Australia. 
They are an iconic and critical part of our 
community, and for many Australians, the 
availability of a payphone is a vital lifeline, 
especially for those vulnerable including 
the homeless, people who are isolated or 
someone escaping an unsafe situation. 
That’s why I have taken this decision to 
make national calls from payphones free, 
because they play such a critical role in our 
community, particularly in times of need 
and for those in need.”

“I have been moved seeing firsthand 
queues of people waiting in line, to use a 
payphone to tell their family and friends 

they’re safe after a bushfire, a cyclone or 
some other natural disaster has taken the 
mobile network down. I can only imagine 
the relief their families feel knowing their 
loved one is safe.

“During COVID-related lockdowns, 
we’ve seen domestic and family violence 
agencies report a 60 per cent rise in new 
clients seeking help for the first time, and 
an increase in abusive behaviours overall. 
It’s not always easy for people in these 
situations to use a home phone or their 
mobile to get help, so I hope making pay-
phone calls free might play a small part in 
helping them get the assistance they need.

“Our payphones have previously been 
made free to communities devastated by 
natural disasters when communications 
were vital to keep communities connect-
ed. Telstra also made domestic calls free 
across nearly 600 payphones in remote 
Indigenous communities in 2020 to ensure 
these areas remained connected during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.”

Mr Penn said as Telstra’s purpose was 
to build a connected future so everyone 
could thrive, we wanted to contribute to 
a better, more caring and more inclusive 
Australia.

“An Australia where people can reach out 
for help if and when they need, or just 
connect if they feel like it. We take our 
responsibility for keeping people connect-

ed seriously, and today’s announcement 
reinforces that commitment.”

Today’s initiative builds on Telstra’s five-
year program providing free national calls 
on its payphones during the Christmas 
and New Year period which it works close-
ly on with the Salvation Army.

The Salvation Army’s Major Brendan 
Nottle welcomed the news, saying, “This 
is an absolute game changer for many of 
the people we work with across the nation. 
The reality is this piece of infrastructure is 
absolutely critical because a lot of Austra-
lians either don’t have a mobile phone, lose 
it or the phone’s charger, or simply run out 
of credit.”

“Connection is absolutely vital for every 
human being, but particularly for those 
who are vulnerable. It’s really important 
for them to break down that sense of social 
poverty, social isolation, and to connect 
with a friend or with support services.”

Standard national calls and SMS from 
Telstra payphones will be free from the 3rd 
of August 2021. International and calls to 
premium and satellite numbers will still 
incur a cost, while Telstra Air remains free 
to eligible Telstra customers. Payphones 
will also become coinless from 1 October 
2021 with Telstra Phonecards recom-
mended for dialling international and 
premium numbers.

Telstra CEO Andy Pen using a Telstra Payphone (PHOTO: Supplied)



THE COVID-19 VACCINE

WHY I’M GETTING

www.coronavirus.tas.gov.au/vaccine  

BICULTURAL WORKER

ASIYEH

We will only be able to visit 
family and friends living in 
other parts of the world if it 
is safe to open the borders. 
For that to happen, most 
Australians need to get 
vaccinated. 
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West Tamar Highway Upgrades Pro-
gressing with Feedback Sought

Regular travellers in the Tamar Valley will 
have noticed the completion of several 
roadworks along the West Tamar Highway, 
with the Minister for Infrastructure and 
Transport, Michael Ferguson, stating that 
the Government is delivering better and 
safer roads.

These works are the first stage of a series of 
projects to improve the safety and efficien-
cy of the West Tamar Highway, with the 
plans now out for public comment.

These upgrades will improve the lives of 
communities along the highway by making 
it safer and improving travel time reliability 

to and from Launceston.
The three projects completed in July 
include:      
•    widening the highway between McE-

wans Road and Waldhorn Drive;  
•   intersection improvements, widen-

ing the road shoulder and installing a 
concrete footpath between Rosevears 
Drive and Gravelly Beach Road;

• improving sight lines at the Motor 
Road junction.

Work is also underway on the fourth and 
final project under this contract with the 
provision of overtaking lanes between 
Exeter and the Batman Highway intersec-

tion to be completed once warmer weather 
returns to complete the surfacing.

The four projects are part of the Govern-
ment’s $12.5 million six-point plan to 
improve the highway north of Legana. 
Improvements near Lightwood Hills Road 
intersections and $1.5 million in cycling 
improvements have previously been com-
pleted.

The Tasmanian Government has committed 
to invest $84 million in upgrades to the East 
and West Tamar Highways. Building on the 
Australian Government’s commitment of 
$16 million to the West Tamar Highway, this 
will deliver a $100 million package of tar-
geted upgrades to both sides of the Tamar, 
including lane separation, junction upgrades 
and overtaking lanes, and integrating with 
the new Tamar River Bridge.

Community feedback is currently be-
ing sought on proposed upgrades to the 
highway between the Launceston CBD and 
Legana.

Feedback is also being sought on proposed 
upgrades to the highway between the Laun-
ceston central business district and Legana. 
Plans are available at the West Tamar Coun-
cil office or at www.transport.tas.gov.au

Lighthouse Regional Arts are pleased 
to announce the opening of Stitching 
and Beyond Inc.’s 2020 Challenge textile 
artworks.

Stitching and Beyond Inc. is a group 
which celebrates the work of textile artists 
exploring innovative and diverse ap-
proaches to fibre and textile arts. ‘Emerge’ 
is the result of their 2020 challenge - 
“Amazingly, “Emerge” was voted as the 
theme for our 2020 Challenge before 
COVID_19 became part of our everyday 
vocabulary”

You can view the exhibit at Watch House 
Gallery, Macquarie St, George Town:
    weekdays 10am-3pm, 
    weekends 11am-1pm,
    until September 13, 2021. 

George 
Town Watch 
House 
Gallery 
welcomes 
new exhibit
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The Crazy Duck

The Tamar Valley is home to many restau-
rants and hotels, one such Restaurant is The 
Crazy Duck, at York Cove in George Town. 

The restaurant itself comprises of a large 
dining area, with private corners, comfort-
able couches and sweeping views of York 
Cove. At night, especially during summer, 
the view of the panoramic sunset is unfor-
gettable, with its owners calling it a “well-
kept secret”. 

Also onsite are a range of accommodation 
options, making it an ideal holiday destina-
tion. 

Surrounded by beautiful scenery and 
great local produce, The Crazy Duck 

was launched last year, with the project 
commencing just before the Coronavirus 
pandemic hit, as a new venture, they weren’t 
eligible for government assistance that 
many other businesses could access.

Despite the numerous challenges of the 
pandemic, the Crazy Duck team have prov-
en themselves exceptional, and their hard 
work, although not over, is paying off – with 
the Restaurant being awarded three awards 
at the Tasmanian Hospitality Associations 
Awards for Excellence in June. 

Among the awards, The Crazy Duck was 
named the Regional Restaurant of the year, 
the Best Restaurant in a pub, hotel or ac-
commodation venue, and the Best specialty 

Restaurant. 

Owners Boon Tai Tan and his wife Joey say 
that winning the awards was unexpected 
and humbling. 
“We entered the awards as a health check 
for our business, to get some feedback and 
see how we compare to others, we went in 
with very low expectations.” 

Boon credits these awards to the work of 
The Crazy Duck team, who he says are a 
part of their family. 

“They don’t come to work here just for the 
pay, they have the passion.” 

When asked what cuisine they serve, Boon 

says they are committed to serving some-
thing different. 

“We’ve had this discussion with our chef 
Rob so many times, what we offer is deli-
cious food. It doesn’t matter where it comes 
from.” 

While the origin of the cuisine may not 
matter in the grand scheme of things, one 
origin that does matter to the team is using 
great local produce in their menu. 

“We use almost 100% local produce, every-
thing is guaranteed fresh.” 

“The mushrooms for example are picked 
only an hour before arriving here and being

Advertise Here
Visit: www.TamarValleyNews.com.au/Advertise OR Email: zac@hyperlocalmedia.info

Crazy Duck Owners Boon Tai Tan and his wife Joey, with Executive Chef Rob Johnstone. (PHOTO: Supplied)
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Excels Despite Pandemic
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prepared in the kitchen”

While the produce is fresh and the restau-
rant has received awards in only it’s first 
year of operation, the business is not 
without its challenges, with the entire hos-
pitality industry facing challenges such as 
lockdowns associated with the Coronavirus 
pandemic, and hospitality skill shortages.
Boon said their success was down to three 
main factors. 

“There are three key things to make us a 
success, the customer, the team and the 
supplies.”

The Crazy Duck isn’t all that this 
award-winning team is working on how-
ever, with several other projects on the go, 
such as the New Years Countdown Event. 
“We’re happy with the amount of people 
that came last year, and definitely look for-
ward to more people coming to these events 
in the coming years to see what George 
Town can really offer.” Said Joey. 

“There’s uncertainty around the virus but 
hopefully this year will be bigger and stron-
ger.” Added Boon. 

The team also operate Loose Goose, a 
mobile food van available for hire at events 

and functions, and soon to be home to the 
University of Tasmania Newnham Cam-
pus, providing students and the general 
with affordable comfort food, set to also be 
available on popular food delivery apps like 
Uber Eats and Menulog. 

Without such a dedicated team however, 
none of this would be possible, with Boon 
acknowledging the terrific work of their ex-
ecutive chef Rob Johnstone, and their entire 
team, which he refers to as family. 

Boon also said they were grateful for the 
support of the community over the passed 
year, and that they would continue to sup-

port the community in return. 

Prefer to Read Online? 

Sign up to receive the
digital edition delivered via

email for FREE!

Food being served at The Lazy Duck (PHOTO: Facebook)



Phone: (03) 6327 1731

Email: contact@flareleap.com

Get in touch today for a zero-obligation chat about how we
can work with your business to improve your online presence!

More and more business
 is being conducted online...
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EVERYDAY ESSENTIALS  

FOR YOUR COVID SAFETY KIT

A few basic items can 
help reduce your COVID 
risk every day and 
ensure you’re prepared 
if local cases occur or 
new community safety 
measures are introduced.

Tasmanians are keeping 
on top of COVID, but 
things can change at any 
time. Stay prepared.

www.coronavirus.tas.gov.au/covid-safety-kit

Check in TAS app on 
your phone — check 
in when you’re out 
and about

Face masks are required 
for interstate travel and 
may become essential in 
other settings to reduce 
community risk

Tissues to cover 
coughs and sneezes

Hand sanitiser 
with you and soap 

at home

WHAT TO KEEP IN YOUR KIT 

Your COVID Safety Kit

By Dr Scott McKeown
Deputy Director of Public Health, 
Department of Health, Tasmania

Tasmanians have been keeping on top of 

COVID but we must remain aware of the 
ongoing threat. Other Australian states and 
territories have had to respond to recent 
new COVID-19 cases in their communities 
showing how quickly things can change. 

These responses include requiring the 
community to take extra precautions, such 
as wearing face masks, to protect themselves 
and others around them.   

By having a few items ready you can be 
prepared if further community restrictions 
are introduced in Tasmania to respond to 
cases in the community. The items in the kit 
can play an important role in daily life right 
now to help keep you safe. This means that 
the best time to prepare and start using your 
COVID safety kit is now. In addition to our 
COVID safe behaviours, having a COVID 
safety kit ready will help us continue to 
keep on top of COVID in Tasmania. There 
are four items each of us should have in a 
COVID safety kit.

Face masks
Keep some masks at home and one with 
you, e.g. you may like to keep one in your 
bag or with you at work. Face masks are 
mandatory (for all people aged 12 or older) 
at Tasmanian airports and on board all air-
craft (including scenic flights). They are also 
required at the Spirit of Tasmania terminal 
and on board the boat. 
Masks may become mandatory in other 
public settings as part of community restric-
tions. If you haven’t worn a mask before, get 
familiar with how to wear a mask now so 
that you are prepared. A face mask should 
be worn over both your nose and mouth. 

Tissues 
Keep tissues at home and in other places 
you spend a lot time. Small tissue packets 

are great for carrying in your pocket or 
bag. Cover all coughs and sneezes and with 
a clean tissue. Dispose of used tissues in 
the bin straight after you use them, and 
wash your hands well with soap and warm 
running water (or use hand sanitiser if you 
don’t have soap and water).

Hand sanitiser
Keep hand sanitiser with you when possible 
and some at home. Use it regularly on your 
hands when you don’t have access to soap 
and warm water to wash them. A small 
bottle of hand sanitiser in your pocket or 
backpack is handy for many situations such 
as using public transport or when picking 
up a snack on your lunchbreak. It’s also 
useful to have some at home should anyone 
in your household ever need to quarantine.

Check in TAS app
Check in by using the Check in TAS app 
when you visit most businesses, venues and 
events. Checking in is important so that 
contact tracers can quickly identify and 
contact impacted locations and people if 
there is a case in the community. Checking 
in is compulsory so be prepared and down-
load the app to your phone.  
When you arrive at a location with a QR 
code displayed, simply scan the code to 
record your visit. If you don’t have a smart-
phone another person in your group can 
check you in via their app, or staff at the 
premises can check you in.
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287 Invermay Road, Invermay, 7248 
kyle@parryproperty.com.au 

0499 440 141 

KYLE
BARRETT 
Northern Tasmanian Real Estate Specialist 

Contact Kyle today for a no obligation,
FREE market update of your home or
investments. 

Hardworking agent
for hardworking
people. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Kitina Jones, George Town.

How can we fight the war on racism when 
there is racism within our Aboriginal 
communities? You know there is an issue 
with an Aboriginal Health Service when 
the service will not permit Aboriginals to 
use the service. The Tasmanian Aboriginal 
Centre is exactly that, TASMANIAN AB-
ORIGINALS ONLY – and even that can be 
questioned if you are rural or unknown to 
the community.

Yet how can you become known to a com-
munity that will not accept you? It’s a vi-
cious cycle that needs to be updated as there 
are currently hundreds if not thousands of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peo-
ple’s living in Tasmania denied the use of 
the protection of a mob because they do not 
fit the TAC’s narrative of what is Aboriginal.

The TAC does not seem to understand 
that different Aboriginal descendants have 
suffered different types of trauma includ-
ing being separated from their family and 
mob. The TAC seems to think you are not 
Aboriginal if you have never used an Ab-

original Health Service before, if you have 
been estranged from your mob due to the 
stolen generation or disagreements between 
ancestors or not actively involved within 
your Aboriginal community. 

Even after providing a COA (confirmation 
of Aboriginality) to the TAC, you are then 
requested to jump through many require-
ments that can prove to be difficult for 
people that have been denied access to their 
culture. 

This does not mean that these people are 
not Aboriginal, it just means their family 
has suffered great oppression due to signifi-
cant events beyond their control and should 
in no way be denied their right to feel safe 
when seeking medical treatment from a 
culturally safe environment. If you can call 
the TAC “culturally safe”. Who gives the 
Tasmanian Aboriginal Centre the right to 
define what it means to be Aboriginal or an 
Aboriginal descendant?

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people 
that use other AHS in Tasmania are labelled 
as “fake Aboriginals” by the people that use 

and work for the TAC and are immediately 
denied access to the Tasmanian Aboriginal 
Centre.

What are the alternatives when the TAC 
refuses to provide care to people that do not 
have a strong connection to their mob due 
to past traumas? 

The TAC should be refused all funding if 
they can not provide care to all those who 
identify as Aboriginal or there should be 
another genuine Aboriginal Health Service 
across Tasmania for those who have been 
discriminated against from the TAC.

If you want to close the gap, first you need 
to close the gap that gives the Tasmanian 
Aboriginal Centre the power to determine 
who is “Aboriginal enough” to receive the 
right level of care needed.

Closing the gap in Tasmania
HAVE
YOUR
SAY

Send a 
Letter to the Editor

or visit
www.TamarValleyNews.com.au

Disclaimer: Views expressed in Letters to the
Editor are those of the author of the letter and

do not represent the views of Tamar Valley
News or Hyperlocal Media.
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Crossword

Your Ad Here
Email zac@hyperlocalmedia.info or call 0427912642 for more information

Answers
(Turn page upside down)

Riddle: 
I am something people love or hate. I change peoples appearances and thoughts. If a person 
takes care of them self I will go up even higher. To some people I will fool them. To others I 
am a mystery. Some people might want to try and hide me but I will show. No matter how 
hard people try I will Never go down. What am I?

Answer: 
(Turn page uposide down

Age
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By Ben Holden 

The Tennis North Evening Interclub Pen-
nant season has wrapped up with grand 
finals in all grades managing to be complet-
ed despite some unfriendly weather, with a 
couple of West Tamar clubs representing the 
region strongly.

In the premier competition, Division A, 
played on Wednesday evenings, the grand 
final was fought out between the ladder top-
ping Legana Parrots and the reigning cham-
pions, Riverside Ramjets. Wednesday night 
rain forced the postponement of all rubbers 
except the initial singles matchup; in which 
Legana’s Stuart Lake took out an even battle 
6/4 against Riverside’s Patrick Michael. 

Play was resumed on Sunday in glorious 
sunshine, Riverside taking out the un-
completed first doubles tie-break, levelling 
the scores at a set each. Young stars Kiran 
Naidoo for Legana and Campbell Young for 
Riverside then put on a high quality display 
of singles, with Kiran emerging victorious 
in another tie-break. Meanwhile, Oliver 
Hadley and Patrick Michael levelled it back 
up with a crucial 6-3 doubles win. Unlike 
the majority of the Parrot’s dominant wins 
throughout the roster, with two sets to play, 
the result remained impossible to predict.  
Naidoo and Lake of Legana had things 
under control in a 6/4 win over Young and 
Michael, leaving the result to be deter-
mined by the showdown between Hadley 
and Jason Fletcher, the current Legana and 

Riverside professional club coach. Through 
a combination of power hitting, crafty shot 
making and excellent tennis intelligence, the 
fairy tale ending came to pass for Riverside 
as Hadley took the set 6/4, giving Riverside 
the shield by a single game, 3 sets 31 games 
to 3 sets 30 games.

Ramjets captain Ryan Walker said Legana 
thoroughly deserved their minor premier-
ship and carried the disappointment of the 
loss admirably, knowing that the day could 
have gone either way.

In Division B, Riverside, who a week earlier 
had come through a tied semi-final decid-
ed by a match tie break, shocked minor 
premiers NTSC Blue (Newstead Tennis and 

Squash Centre) with a 4/27 to 2/29 victory 
in damp and sometimes foggy conditions 
at Newstead. Riverside were off to a perfect 
start, winning the first two sets, when 
Fletcher Young came back from 4/1 down 
to edge Mark Munnings in a tie break, while 
Belinda Young and Brendan Stanborough 
also took a tie break against Jack Bull and 
Sam Woodley. The second and third rub-
bers were then split one apiece. With NTSC 
needing to win the final two sets, Riverside’s 
mother and son combination took a tense 
6/4 doubles rubber to seal the victory.

In Division A doubles, Riverside Pink’s 
Dennis Harding and Ged Parsons went 
down 2/6, 5/6 to minor premier Trevallyn.

In Division B doubles, reigning champions 
NTSC Orange took the title against Trev-
allyn, having defeated Legana’s David Scott 
and Andrew Faulkner in the semi-final at 
Legana the previous evening. While runners 
up and minor premiers Trevallyn had 
defeated Riverside’s Jeff Garner and Tim 
Parsell in their semi-final.

In division C1 the title was taken by AIC 
(Australian Italian Club) and in C2 by the 
NTSC Muppets team, with Legana’s Wilson 
Thong and Vis Naidoo having gone down 
4/6, 5/6 in their elimination final.

The new spring roster will begin in early 
August, running through to early Decem-
ber. There is a competition available to suit 
almost all standards. All interested players, 
should contact their local club for informa-
tion ASAP or call Tennis North President 
Craig Boyce on 0447 501 209.

ADVERTISE HERE
Visit: 

www.TamarValleyNews.com.au/Advertise
OR Email: 

zac@hyperlocalmedia.info

Prefer to Read Online? 

Sign up to receive the
digital edition delivered via

email for FREE!

Tennis season wraps up with strong local 
representation in the Grand Finals

Left-to-Right: Ryan Walker, Stuart Lake, Oliver Hadley, Campbell Young, Patrick Michael, Jason Fletcher, Kiran Naidoo. 
(PHOTO: Supplied)

Left-to-Right: Belinda Young, Brendan Stanborough, Fletcher Young (PHOTO: 
Supplied)
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Tales of the Tamar 
A folk tale retold and illustrated by Maggie Fletcher

It was a cold winter’s morning aboard the 
tiny brig the Venus as it lay at anchor at 
Lagoon Beach in Port Dalrymple in June 
1806. Charlotte Badger wrapped her baby 
girl in a woollen shawl and held her close 
to keep her warm and safe as she listened 
to the rantings of the male convicts and the 
drunken crew as they planned mutiny.

At 28 years old she was no longer the girl 
felon who had been convicted of a charge of 
housebreaking and stealing coins 10 years 
earlier. She had done her time, and the 
sweet smell of her baby girl made Charlotte 
all the more determined not to give up her 
freedom. She had earned this right after 5 
horrendous years in a prison in England 
before being sent to Sydney in 1801 as a 
convict on the Earl Cornwallis, then to the 
Female Factory at Parramatta.

She watched as the first mate, American 
whaler Benjamin Kelly, whom Kitty Hag-
erty, the other young woman onboard had 
been living with, knocked down the second 
mate and threw him in the hold, while 
several of the crew scrambled overboard 

into a jolly boat to try to get to the captain 
to warn him of the uprising. A boat with 
Captain Chase onboard was being rowed 
against the wind and tide towards Lagoon 
Beach. He had spent the night visiting York 
Town on West Arm, where he had gone to 
deliver despatches to Lt.Gov.Col. Paterson. 
Charlotte realised that she had to act, as the 
anger of the men was building up and they 
would do anything to gain their liberty, and 
her own freedom would be at risk.

Some months before when they had been 
at anchor for several weeks at Twofold Bay 
after passing through Sydney Heads, the 
Captain went ashore leaving the mate in 
charge. The mate had plied the women with 
rum, and by the time the captain returned 
the convicts and crew were lying around the 
deck in various stages of drunkenness while 
the women danced to an musical accompa-
niment provided by the earless Malay cook. 
The captain tossed the rum overboard, put 
the men and women in irons, threw them 
down the hatchway then later had the ring 
leaders whipped.
Charlotte decided that not only was this 

her chance to get back at the captain, but 
that if she didn’t take some action herself, 
she could be put back in prison as one of 
the renegades. She went below to find some 
male clothing, and by the time Captain 
Chase climbed aboard she was waiting 
dressed as a man, armed with a pistol, and 
had the cat o’ nine tails at the ready to whip 
him with.

As the ringleader, she instructed some of 
the convicts to conduct a raid on another 
vessel to get some supplies while others 
grabbed the captain and lashed him to the 
mast so Charlotte could whip him. They 
then threw the captain into a rowboat and 
set him adrift.

With Charlotte at the helm, under the 
direction of Kelly who, as a whaler, was 
familiar with the waters of the Tasman Sea, 
the Venus sailed onto New Zealand. They 
off-loaded Charlotte, her baby girl and Kitty 
onshore at Rangihoua Bay in the Bay of 
Islands, and the ship went on without her. 
Kitty died soon after, but Charlotte and¬ 
her daughter lived with a minor Maori 

chief to become the first white woman to 
live in New Zealand. When she was offered 
a passage back to Port Jackson she refused 
and said that she would rather live with the 
Maori than be returned to Australia to be 
hanged as a mutineer.

Charlotte eventually left New Zealand, 
and some twenty years later it was said 
that some years previously, a very big stout 
English woman with a girl of about 8 had 
landed at Tonga and had said that she was 
escaping from the Maori of New Zealand. 

Charlotte Badger the female 
pirate – A Tamar Folktale

Next time:

Charlotte Badger – the true story 
of this remarkable woman.

Meetings are held on the 3rd Monday each month, starting at 7.30 pm, usually at The Grove, 25 Cimitiere St, George Town. 
January, February and March meetings are held at Low Head, Hillwood & the Piper District respectively.

Meetings are free and open to the public, but a gold coin donation towards supper is appreciated.

Annual Memberships:  $15 single; $25 couple; $5 students - due in October.

NEXT MEETING

MONDAY, 16th August At the Grove, 25 Cimitere St at 7.30 pm

Speaker: Jill Holland

Topic: 15 Years Living in New Guinea 

Jill and her husband Frank lived in New Guinea from 1973 – 1985 and her talk on their life, work, schooling, the people, customs, etc is sure to be of great interest.

Email info@gtdhs.com or Phone 6382 4412. COVID-19 Precautions Apply.

GEORGE TOWN & DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC.
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