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TEMT draft report identifies possible long-term 
solutions to the Tamar Estuary Read more and see the Aerial Photos on pages 6-7 

Regis Legana cooks for people experiencing homelessness
There’s a well known saying that 
goes “the kitchen is the heart 
of the home”, and this certainly 
rings true at one aged care home 
in Legana.

Recently, the staff and residents 
at Regis Legana were thinking 
about ways to pay it forward to 

their local community. 

A shared love of cooking gave 
rise to their new Cooking for 
People Experiencing Home-
lessness program, which is the 
first of its kind in Australian 
residential care. Monday is now 
the most anticipated day of the 

week in the home, with a crew 
of 20 residents coming together 
to prepare delicious homemade 
meals, along with the home’s 
employees. 

The meals are then handed to 
local charity group, Strike It Out 
Launceston, who distribute food 

to people in need.

Importantly, the initiative has 
been steered by the residents, 
which has forged a deeper con-
nection with the program. 

Read the full story on page 8.
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The endangered eastern barred bandicoot 
population is set to benefit from a range of 
habitat-friendly garden designs with the 
launch of NRM North’s Urban Refuges: 
Design your garden for eastern barred
bandicoots booklet.

The booklet is a resource that has been 
developed as part of a larger $1.7 million 
project funded by the Australian Govern-
ment’s National Landcare Program that is 
focussed on protecting and improving
habitat for this threatened species in north-
ern Tasmania.

The bandicoot population stronghold is in 
farmland and semi-rural areas, especial-
ly those that offer a mosaic of grassland, 
woodland, and pasture, where patches of 

vegetation with healthy understorey is vital 
as a daytime retreat or provides a quick 
escape from predators.

NRM North’s Biodiversity Coordinator 
Stephen Izzard, who oversees the project, 
explained the idea of smart garden designs 
for small and large backyards in urban and 
peri-urban environments can provide new 
habitat for the species.

“Local residents can be involved in the con-
servation of eastern barred bandicoot and 
other wildlife in
their own backyards, providing suitable 
habitats for them to forage, raise young, and 
seek refuge,”
said Mr Izzard.

The series of professionally designed gar-
dens is aimed at enabling backyard garden-
ers, professional
landscapers, and developers alike to create 
their own patch of habitat for bandicoots 
and other native wildlife, regardless of prop-
erty size or taste in garden style.

Since 2019, the project has been working 
with rural property owners in the West 
Tamar region and
parts of the Meander Valley and Northern 
Midlands to protect and create vital habitat 
for the endangered species. The Urban Ref-
uges project aims to improve habitat within 
Riverside, Legana,
Perth, Longford, Hadspen, Carrick and 
Exeter, however the landscape designs and 
concepts can be

applied anywhere.

Mr Izzard said efforts to improve numbers 
in more populated areas is encouraging.

“It’s really exciting to be able to offer this 
opportunity to those living closer to town 
and to make a
real difference to a species living alongside 
humans by providing a safe environment 
for them.”

Once living throughout eastern Australia, 
wild eastern barred bandicoot populations 
now only exist in
Tasmania. Landscape Designer Karen John-
son has drafted a series of unique designs 
utilising local
native plants to encourage urban strong-
holds for the endangered marsupial.

“This booklet helps gardeners provide the 
perfect habitat for eastern barred bandi-
coots in their
backyard, whether they want a formal gar-
den design, a relaxed bushland setting, or 
one designed for
entertaining,” said Ms Johnson.

The designs were officially launched by 
Federal Member for Bass, Bridget Archer at 
an event at Windsor Community Precinct, 
where bandicoot refuge planting is under-
way.

As well as detailed information about east-
ern barred bandicoots, the booklet contains 
species conservation advice and native 
gardening tips. 

The booklet is available in hardcopy or 
downloadable from the NRM North web-
site.

Residents in target townships and 
suburbs who are interested in getting 
involved in the project are encouraged 
to contact NRM North through its web-
site at 
nrmnnorth.org.au.

Endangered bandicoot seeks 
refuge in your backyard

Kate Thorn, Biodiversity Program Manager at NRM North, with Federal Member for Bass, Bridget Archer, at the launch 
this morning. (Photo: Supplied)

Watch House Gallery welcomes 
new art exhibit
Lighthouse Regional Arts are pleased to 
announce the opening of “Perspectives by 
Gerald Martin/Goos”.

Gerald’s collection of bold colourful oil 
paintings reflect his long and varied life.

As toolmaker, product designer, and 
technical illustrator the impact of ma-
chinery is also a feature: steam trains 
power through the landscape, ships rest at 
anchor and battle the storm. 

Observations of war contrast with peace-
ful village life.

This collection of art does have a mechan-
ical inspiration, due to Gerald’s lifetime of 
creating machinery with a creative flair. 

His philosophy is that there is “no wrong 
art” developed from working as a tool-
maker, product designer, and technical 
illustrator. 
He now brings a strong use of light, shade, 
and perspective to his paintings in oil. 

You can view the exhibit at the Watch 
House Gallery, Macquarie Street George 
Town. 

The Gallery is open 10am-3pm weekdays, 
and 11am-1pm Saturdays and Sundays. 

There is a single admission price of $3, or 
you can purchase an annual pass for $5. 

The Minister for Health, Jeremy Rockliff, 
has spoken out about some concerning 
information allegedly distributed by Clive 
Palmer regarding the COVID-19 Vaccina-
tion. 

“Anti-vax messaging being distributed by 
Clive Palmer is deeply irresponsible and 
dangerous and goes against the expert 
advice of Public Health.” He said.

“Fortunately, I expect most Tasmanians 
will see Clive Palmer on the pamphlet and 
throw it in the bin.”

“Vaccination is an important way to pro-
tect you, your family and the community 
against COVID-19, and I’m pleased Tas-
manians have been so positive and eager to 
receive their jab.”

As of 22nd June 2021, 197,389 doses have 
been administered across the state, with 
more than 35 per cent of eligible Tasma-
nians having had at least one dose.
Tasmanians across the state can access vac-
cinations through their local Tasmanian 
Government clinics or through a partici-
pating GP clinic. 

“The health, safety and wellbeing of all 
Tasmanians remains our number one pri-
ority, and I’d like to thank the community 
for rolling up their sleeve to get their jab.”

Appointments can be booked by call-
ing the Public Health Hotline on 1800 
671 738 or online at www.coronavirus.
tas.gov.au/booking 

Anti-vax messages allegedly 
distributed across the State
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FREE Program
Laser Tag
Tai Chi (online)
Mountain Bikes*
Aqua Therapy (over 55’s)
Kids Fun Factors
Circus Skills
Table Tennis

See the Healthy George Town website for further details 
georgetown.tas.gov.au/healthy-george-town

Or follow us on Facebook  
facebook.com/healthygeorgetowntasmania

Spin* 
Cross Fitness

Jazzercise Beginners
Jazzercise Intermediate

Healthy Armchairs
Dance

Yoga

*These classes require bookings

Activities include

W

f

Starts 28 June

Winter/Spring
Winter/Spring        June - October 
June - October 2021  2021  

For more information call Tom on 6382 8800

AURORA Energy hastoday welcomed 
the Tasmanian Economic Regulator’s 
announcement that prices will decrease 
for both residential and small business 
customers for 2021-22.

The decision to lowerstanding offer 
electricity prices is much-needed relief for 
Tasmaniansstill feeling the effects of the 
COVID-19 pandemic and mainly reflect a 
drop in wholesale electricity costs.

Residential customers will see a 7.11 per 
cent decrease, which means that those on a 
Flat Rate plan will save an average of about 
$145, while those on the Peak and Off-
Peak plan will save around $126.

Small business customers will benefit from 
the Regulator’s decision to rebalance prices 
to make them more cost-reflective.

The 11 per cent price decrease for small 
business customers means those on a Flat 
Rate plan will save an average of $183.

CEO Rebecca Kardos said the drop in 
prices will provide real benefit to many 
Tasmanians.

“Tasmanians have had a challenging year, 
so we’re pleased to pass on substantial 
electricity price decreases to our residen-
tial and small business customers,” Mrs 
Kardos said.

While Tasmanian standing offer power 
prices are already among the cheapest in 
the country and the further reduction is a 
positive outcome, Mrs Kardos said Aurora 
understood some customers may need 
extra support.

“We encourage any customer who may be 
struggling to keep on top of their bill and 
are in need of support during this time to 
get in contact with us,” Mrs Kardos said.

“We have more support available than 
ever, including our $5M Covid-19 Support 
Fund as well as a range of flexible payment 

options and tailored support through the 
Your Energy Support (YES) program.”

The decision on prices complements the 
Tasmanian Government’s recent an-
nouncement of a Winter Energy Supple-
ment of $125 to customers who have an 
eligible concession card linked to their 
Aurora Energy account.

The Regulator also announced the Feed-in 
Tariff rate for customers with solar instal-
lations will be lowered to 6.501c/kWh due 
to the decrease in the wholesale electricity 
price for 2021-22.

Any customers that need an extra 
hand to get back on top of their en-
ergy bills are encouraged to contact 
Aurora Energy’s YES Team (Monday to 
Friday from 9am-4.30pm) on 1300 10 
2010 or visit auroraenergy.com.au

Aurora welcomes Regulator’s de-
cision on lower electricity prices

Works commence Monday 28th June 
2021 for approximately 14 weeks
Work will begin at the intersection of 
Pitt Avenue, Veulalee Avenue and Reatta 
Road on Monday 28th June 2021 for 14 
weeks, weather permitting.

As one of the busiest intersections in 
the municipality carrying approximately 
5000 traffic movements per day, the infra-
structure is nearing the end of its useful 
life and remedial works such as pavement 
patching is no longer an option.

There is also a significantly high level of 
crash data at this intersection and traffic 
counts show many speeding vehicles, 
in particular coming down Reatta Road 
onto Pitt Avenue.

Approximately 100m of road from 4 Pitt 
Avenue to 34 Veulalee Avenue will be re-
constructed along with kerb and footpath 
replacement, drainage and associated 
civil works. We will also be installing a 
traffic calming device by raising the pave-
ment height at the intersection, to slow 
down traffic.

The upgraded intersection will provide 
a safer road for vehicles and pedestrians, 
and improve the usability and amenity of 
the area.

The Baker Group was awarded the con-
tract for works, with $370,000 budgeted 
for this project co-funded by Council’s 
Capital Works Program and the Com-
monwealth Government through the 
Local Roads and Community Infrastruc-
ture Program (LRCI).

Given the high level of vehicles that use 
this intersection, traffic delays will cause 
inconvenience and frustration for road 
users. Council, through our contractor, 
will do our best to minimise impacts but 
delays unfortunately will occur until con-
struction to mitigate this known safety 
risk is complete.

For further information, please contact 
our Infrastructure Department in the 
Riverside Office on (03) 6323 9300 or 
email wtc@wtc.tas.gov.au

Pitt Avenue 
Road Con-
struction
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Contact Andrew for an
obligation-free chat today! 

andrew@financialstreams.com.au

03 6338 9224
Retirement & Superannuation Planning

Financial advice for the people of the Tamar Valley

With temperatures continuing to fall 
around the state, Aurora Energy says it 
has the services and support available to 
help Tasmanians use less energy while still 
keeping warm this winter and even beat bill 
shock.

Tasmania has had some of the lowest reg-
ulated power costs in Australia for the last 
five years but during the cold, dark winter 
months, Tasmanians on average use more 
energy than their mainland counterparts to 
stay warm.

Winter is typically a period of high ener-
gy use as many Tasmanians turn up their 
heaters to keep their homes toasty, use their 
clothes dryers more often, or spend an extra 
few minutes in a hot shower to beat the 
morning chill; and this may lead to higher 
energy bills. 

Chief Product & Customer Officer, Andrew 

Crozier said Aurora was focussed on giving 
all of its customers’ greater visibility of how 
and when they use electricity to combat 
that.

“Being aware of your power use may sound 
like a weird energy saving tip, but being able 
to see your daily energy patterns is a pow-
erful tool to help change your habits around 
the home – and we have an app for that,” Mr 
Crozier said.

“Our digital product aurora+ is available to 
any Tasmanian household or small business 
who would like to better understand their 
energy costs and conveniently be able to 
manage them from the comfort of their 
home.

“With aurora+ you never have to worry 
about that big winter bill again because you 
have visibility of exactly what you owe 24/7 
and you’re billed monthly.

“Another benefit of aurora+ is that you 
avoid estimated bills as the product runs off 
advanced meters which are read remote-
ly and remove the need for it to be done 
manually.”
Aurora also has a range of free online tools 
on its website to enable customers to stay 
in control of their energy costs, including a 
right plan calculator.

This easy to use, interactive calculator helps 
customers understand the plan that is the 
most affordable for them based on house-
hold and energy use behaviour.

“We know that every Tasmanian home, 
family and lifestyle is different, and this 
calculator takes all that into consideration – 
so jump on our website and give it a go,” Mr 
Crozier said.

Other simple tips to help reduce your 
energy costs include setting your heating 

between 18 and 20 degrees, turning off ap-
pliances at the switch, using weather sealers 
and door snakes to prevent heat loss and 
spending less time under a hot shower.

“It’s the small things that can become big 
expenses when they’re all added up,” Mr 
Crozier said.
“Inefficient energy use is a key driver of 
high power bills, which is why we focus on 
helping customers become more energy 
efficient.

“But Tasmanians do not have to sacrifice 
their winter comfort to use less power. It’s 
about being more conscious about the way 
we use energy – it’s the simple changes that 
can make a really big difference.”

Mr Crozier said while seeing your energy 
usage and making household changes can 
lower your power costs, Aurora know that 
there are many Tasmanians struggling to 
keep on top of the cost of living.

That is why it has support options available 
for customers that need help paying their 
energy bill.

This includes payment extensions, payment 
plans, direct financial assistance through 
Aurora’s COVID19 Customer Support Fund 
and its nationally recognised Your Energy 
Support (YES) program, which provides 
dedicated payment support for customers in 
hardship.

“While we’ve been fairly well sheltered 
down here in Tassie, we know that this is 
still a challenging time financially for many 
Tasmanians as the impacts of COVID-19 
continue and we’re committed to doing 
what we can to assist,” Mr Crozier said.

The Tasmanian Government has also 
announced a Winter Energy Supplement of 
$125 to customers who have an eligible con-
cession card linked to their Aurora Energy 
account.

If you’re in need of support this winter, 
call Aurora Energy on 1300 13 2003 
weekdays or go to auroraenergy.com.
au 

Energy support to help you 
save money this winter

Simple tips to help reduce your energy costs include setting your heating between 18 and 20 degrees. (Photo: Supplied)
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TEMT report identifies long-term 
options for the Tamar

In April 2021 Premier Peter Gutwein an-
nounced that a re-elected Liberal Govern-
ment would invest $4 million over 2 years 
for a dredging program to be established as 
a temporary measure to reduce the build-up 
of mud in the Tamar River Estuary. 

Recently, the Tamar Estuary Management 
Taskforce (TEMT) released its draft report, 
outlining their recommendations on the 
most appropriate ways to overcome the 
issues impacting the Tamar. 

Michael Ferguson, Minister for Infrastruc-
ture and Transport said the Government 
shares TEMT’s vision that the potential of 
the upper estuary is yet to be fully realised 
and there needs to be a shared community 
vision that brings people to the water’s edge, 
connects key areas of the city and region, 

enhances opportunities for business and 
tourism, creates new cultural and recre-
ational precincts, and educates users and 
visitors about the environmental impor-
tance of the estuary. 

“While we are mindful of the natural values 
of the river and estuaries we believe there 
needs to be a balance to maintain its func-
tion as a working recreational river with ac-
cess maintained for rowing clubs, the Tamar 
Yacht Club, Seaport Marina, navigable 
channels and as a recreational waterway.” 
Said Mr Ferguson. 

“Some of the real opportunities include new 
boardwalks, increased recreation, cultural 
and dining opportunities, and connecting 
several stretches on this part of the Tamar to 
make them more accessible.”

“The release of the draft TEMT report 
continues to build on a $140.7 million 
River Health Action Plan which is jointly 
funded by the Australian and Tasmanian 
governments, the City of Launceston and 
TasWater.” 

Labor Member for Bass, Janie Finlay, said 
the report would provide a pathway to bring 
more locals and tourists back to the river.
“This long-term vision would open up parts 
of the river that currently aren’t accessible,” 
Ms Finlay said.

“It builds on the great work of former Labor 
governments which, in partnership with 
Council and developer Errol Stewart, saw 
the creation of board walks around Royal 
Park and the Seaport.”

“This is an incredible opportunity to create 
a world class wetland experience as part 
of the city which compliments the natural 
beauty of the Cataract Gorge and the Tamar 
Island Wetlands.” 

Public consultation on the TEMT draft 
report is expected to start in August.

To see the draft report and register 
your interest go to www.tamarestuary.
com.au/vision/register 

or the TEMT/Estuary homepage:  
www.tamarestuary.com.au/home

The Sediment Report can be found at: 
www.tamarestuary.com.au/projects/
sedimentation_review

MURKY WATERS (Aerial Photos: Zac Lockhart) 

ABOVE: View of the Tamar Estuary at low tide, looking south towards Launceston CBD
TOP-RIGHT: Looking down at the mud flats in the Tamar Estuary, showing the narrow usable waterway leading towards Kings Bridge
BOTTOM-RIGHT: Looking north towards the Silos Hotel and Riverbend Park, showing the extent of the mud flats on both sides of the estuary. 
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REGIS LEGANA
1-9 Freshwater Point Road, Legana Tasmania

Call 1300 998 100 
Visit regis.com.au

There are relaxing spaces to sit and read, chat with 
friends, or simply take it all in. We also have regular 
activities and events, such as arts & crafts, gardening, 
pet visits, and more. Delicious, home-style meals are 
prepared fresh each day by our chefs and cooks. 

Come and be part of our warm and welcoming  
community while you settle in and enjoy the  
comforts of home. For a friendly chat, call  
6330 0600 or pop in for a visit today.

At Regis Legana, we have short-term stays available for 
when you need to rest and recharge.

Need a rest and recharge?

There’s a well known saying that goes “the 
kitchen is the heart of the home”, and this 
certainly rings true at one aged care home 
in Legana.

Recently, the staff and residents at Regis 
Legana were thinking about ways to pay it 
forward to their local community. A shared 
love of cooking gave rise to their new Cook-
ing for People Experiencing Homelessness 
program, which is the first of its kind in 
Australian residential care. Monday is now 
the most anticipated day of the week in the 
home, with a crew of 20 residents coming 
together to prepare delicious homemade 
meals, along with the home’s employees. 
The meals are then handed to local charity 
group, Strike It Out Launceston, who dis-
tribute food to people in need.

Importantly, the initiative has been steered 
by the residents, which has forged a deeper 
connection with the program. Residents 
have chosen to use their own favourite 
recipes, which has in turn prompted them 
to reminisce about years gone by and share 
happy memories of cooking with the family 
at home. Each week, the tasty and nutritious 
dishes are lovingly prepared and delivered 
to those less fortunate, together with warm 
community wishes. Reflecting on their 
involvement in the program, residents Bar-
bara Barrett and Betty West say they’re glad 
to have the opportunity to support others in 
need. “It makes me feel good helping those 
less fortunate”, says Betty. “It means a great 
deal to me to be able to give to someone 
doing it tough, and I think it will help them 
a lot to have a good hearty meal to warm 
them up”, replies Barbara. Betty’s home-style 

pasta bake and bread & butter pudding have 
already been delivered to the community, 
and Barbara’s homemade soup is on the up-
coming menu. This week, the team prepared 
curried sausages and rice, pumpkin soup, 
and apple crumble with cream.
Asked about the impact of the program, 
General Manager Shaun Sciberras says 
it has been nothing short of remarkable. 
“There is an electric atmosphere when 
everyone comes together to cook on Mon-
day morning. Our residents have so many 
recipes that they want to share, and there is 
a real feeling of joy being able to help people 
experiencing homelessness,” he says. This 
joy has gained momentum, with the home 
since starting other projects to support the 
community. Smaller fundraisers, including 
casual clothes days for employees and a 
bake sale in July, have been established to 

raise money to buy swags for people sleep-
ing rough.

With no signs of slowing down, Regis 
Legana’s Cooking for People Experiencing 
Homelessness program is currently being 
considered at other homes, given its clear 
and wide-reaching benefits. Participants of 
the program have talked with each other 
and their families about what it has meant 
to them to be involved. “In addition to sup-
porting our local community, the program 
has had significant meaning for both our 
residents and staff ”, Shaun recognises. “We 
are just so pleased to be able to channel our 
passion for cooking in a way that makes a 
small difference to those who need it most”, 
he says.

Regis Legana cooks for people 
experiencing homelessness



Have News? Email: News@TamarValleyNews.com.au 9

Crossword
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9

10 11

12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22

23 24

25 26

27 28

Across

Burn (7)8

Illusory pointer to gold (7)9

Used in cooking (8)10

Bring forth (6)11

Bring up (7)12

Very detailed (2,5)13

Dark-grey waterbird (4)14

Second largest stringed instrument 
(5)

17

Youth charity (1,1,1,1)19

Impacts (7)23

Asks over (7)24

Gets up late (4,2)25

Shrill (8)26

Comments (7)27

Frequent-flyer perk (7)28

Down

Explosively violent (8)1

Cattle station trainee (8)2

Pride young 'un (4,3)3

Not far away (4,4)4

Inherited (4,4)5

Wholly (8)6

Kind of medicine (8)7

Assistant (8)15

You know what I'm drinking (3,5)16

In a rage, you might get as mad as 
one (3,5)

17

Behave in a vulgar way (4,2,2)18

Like unicorns (8)20

Designated (8)21

Unremarkable (7)22

V
1

J
2

L
3

N
4

C
5

E
6

H
7

O
8

XIDIZER
9

AINBOW

LLOAMTL

C
10

ULINARYE
11

LICIT

AACHIRS

N
12

URTUREI
13

NDEPTH

IOBRTLI

C
14

O
15

OT
16

C
17

ELL
18

OY
19

M
20

CA
21

FHUAA
22

YS

A
23

FFECTSI
24

NVITES

SUSREHI

L
25

IESINP
26

IERCING

DUATACN

R
27

EMARKSU
28

PGRADE

RLEPELD

Representing our community
Authorised by B. Archer, Liberal Party of Australia, 100 St John St, Launceston TAS 7250. 

FEDERAL MEMBER FOR BASS
BRIDGET ARCHER MP

 6334 7033    bridget.archer.mp@aph.gov.au    bridgetarcher.com.au    BridgetArcherMP

Answers
(Turn page upside down) 1. Why did the tomato blush? 

 Because it saw the Salad dressing
2. What do you call bears with no ears?
 B
3.  What do dentists call x-rays? 
 Tooth pics
4. Which bird has the worst manners?
 Mocking Birds
5. What do you get from a pampered cow?
 Spoilt Milk
6. What’s the difference between a poorly dressed man on a unicycle and a well- 
 dressed man on a bicycle?
 Attire
7.  Why don’t ants ever get sick?
 Because they have little anty bodies.
8.  My teachers told me I’d never amount to much because I procrastinate so much.
 I told them, “Just you wait!”
9.  What do you do to get a robot mad?
 Push all of its buttons.

Jokes

Riddles
1. The more you take, the more you leave behind. What am I?

2. The person who makes it has no need of it; the person who buys it has no use for it. 
The person who uses it can neither see nor feel it. What is it?

Answers: 
1. Footsteps
2. A coffin



Phone: (03) 6327 1731

Email: contact@flareleap.com

Get in touch today for a zero-obligation chat about how we
can work with your business to improve your online presence!

More and more business
 is being conducted online...
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287 Invermay Road, Invermay, 7248 
kyle@parryproperty.com.au 

0499 440 141 

KYLE
BARRETT 
Northern Tasmanian Real Estate Specialist 

Contact Kyle today for a no obligation,
FREE market update of your home or
investments. 

Hardworking agent
for hardworking
people. 

Beaconsfield 
Market to raise 
funds for local 
community
causes. 
Looking for something to do on Saturday 
17th July and fancy a drive in theTamar 
Valley? 

If so, the Rotary Club of West Tamar, 
together with the Beaconsfield Primary 
School community, has organised the Mak-
ers & More Market!

There will be 40 different stalls and there are 
plenty of food options- a Rotary BBQ with 
egg and bacon rolls, and sausages and local 
food truck Papas Pantry will be there as well 
as Big Bite Dutch Treats. 

There will be plenty of handcrafts and just a 
few second hand goods. 
In addition to the handmade crafts, food 

options and second hand goods, there will 
also be a brass band on-hand to ensure an 
entertaining event for all. 

By supporting the West Tamar Rotary Club 
you will help them raise money for the All 
Ability playground in Beauty Point and the 
Beaconsfield School.

The Makers & More Market will be held 
on the 17th of July between 10am-1pm 
at the Beaconsfield Community Centre. 
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By Peter Cox

While no longer the Headquarters, George 
Town continued as a settlement. In 1827 
there were still more than 100 convicts 
based there, including 30 women. It was re-
ported that Launceston convicts sentenced 
to the chain gang would be sent to George 
Town, and some eight female prisoners 
were transferred from Hobart to the George 
Town Female Factory. 

Public works in George Town included 
construction of the windmill, which was 
completed in 1828. In April 1827 Lieutenant 
Governor Arthur assigned a company of the 
Royal NSW Veteran Corps to George Town. 
The Corps consisted of a sergeant and twen-
ty privates led by Captain D’Arcy, who was 
appointed Magistrate. The troops were used 
as overseers in the convict gangs burning 
lime, felling trees and quarrying materials 
for building roads and public works. The 
Veterans Corps was disbanded in 1829. 

By 1832 the limestone quarry at Middle 
Arm had been closed and the convict 
labourers had been removed from George 
Town. In 1831 the international traveller 
James Holman visited George Town and 
was shown the hospital, jail, school and 
female factory. He wrote that George Town 

had more the appearance of a deserted 
town. The schoolroom  was now in ruins; 
and the former clergyman’s house, which 
was the best in the town, was occupied by 
the female prisoners. The jail and hospital 
were also in very bad condition. Private 
building had been suspended, most of the 
inhabitants having proceeded to Launces-
ton, leaving behind them but a few fisher-
men, and petty traders, to supply the wants 
of the town. 
  
George Town was intermittently used as an 
outport. In the years before 1830 resident 
merchant and ship owner Joseph James 
regularly landed goods, generally associat-
ed with the sealing industry. Occasionally 
other vessels called at the port. Large vessels 
unable to easily navigate the Tamar River 
loaded and unloaded cargoes at George 
Town, and the port was occasionally used 
as a resort by vessels passing through Bass 
Strait on their way to other destinations.  

In 1830 John Clark was appointed Coast 
Waiter at George Town in order to facil-
itate the proper entry and clearance of 
vessels in the Tamar River and to prevent 
smuggling and the escape of convicts. It 
was a new lease of life for George Town. 
Trade between Launceston and Sydney was 
increasing. There were now ships trading 

directly between Launceston and  London. 
The pilot service was becoming busier and 
in 1833 a lighthouse was constructed at Low 
Head. The following year work commenced 
on an enlarged pilot station and in 1835 
a semaphore was placed on Mt George to 
allow communication between Launceston 
and George Town.

With the revival of the town the Govern-
ment decided to renovate some of the old 
buildings. Over the four years from 1831 
repairs were made to the former Comman-
dant’s cottage, hospital, gaol, former female 
factory, penitentiary, school, soldiers’ bar-
racks, Commissariat store and mill. 
 
In 1854 a return of public buildings on 
Crown Land shows the old clergyman’s 
house, commandant’s cottage, old hospital, 
old jail and soldier’s barracks, and the old 
Commissariat Store as still being in use.  
In the late 1830s the former convict 
workshop in Anne Street was renovated 
to become the Anglican Church. A new 
parsonage was built on the land adjacent to 
the Square that had been reserved for the 
church, which was used until 1883. Many 
of the old buildings from Macquarie’s town 
survived until late in the nineteenth centu-
ry, some even until the 1950s.

The soldiers’ barracks later became the 
town’s Watch House, until the present 
Watch House was built next to it in 1855. 
The wall around the barracks survived until 
the 1960s, when it was pulled down and 
used as road fill in Sorell Street. 

The Clergyman’s house in Cimitiere St 
became the Female Factory until 1834, 
when it was converted to the Police Mag-
istrate’s residence and office. Abandoned 
in the 1860s, it deteriorated and eventually 
collapsed in 1889. The Commandant’s cot-
tage survived until the 1950s. A few of the 
smaller residences also survived until this 
period, being replaced by modern homes as 
the town grew rapidly after the opening of 
the aluminium smelter at Bell Bay. 

Meetings are held on the 3rd Monday each month, starting at 7.30 pm, usually at The Grove, 25 Cimitiere St, George Town. 
January, February and March meetings are held at Low Head, Hillwood & the Piper District respectively.

Meetings are free and open to the public, but a gold coin donation towards supper is appreciated.

Annual Memberships:  $15 single; $25 couple; $5 students - due in October.

NEXT MEETING

MONDAY, 19th July At the Grove, 25 Cimitere St at 7.30 pm

Speakers: Sue Doherty & Peter Cox 

Topic: Philip Conolly: The Journey of a Man of God, to a God Forsaken place

Fr Conolly was VDL’s first Catholic priest, who celebrated the first Catholic Mass and ministered to the Catholic prisoners awaiting execution in George Town in 1821.

This coincided with Govr Macquarie’s second visit to George Town. Sue will relate the story of Fr Connolly and his visit and Peter will share his research of those convicts 
who were sentenced to death.

Email info@gtdhs.com or Phone 6382 4412. COVID-19 Precautions Apply.
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