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Tasmania is a land of rich history, and we’re 
lucky to have a range of museums and 
historical societies preserving and show-
casing our history to inspire and teach new 
generations. 

One such museum, is the Bass and Flinders 
Maritime Museum in George Town, now 
operated by the George Town Council. 
Community Development Officer, Amy 
Walker, said “we officially took over on the 
9th of April this year, we had a bit of a soft 
launch and opened the doors, so we are now 
operating 7 days a week.” 

“We offer experiences for coach group 
tours, schools and local businesses.”

“We’ve had some people come from around 
the state so far coming through with some 
coach groups, and we’ve partnered with lo-
cal businesses to provide catering so we can 
put on a cold or hot lunch, afternoon tea or 
morning tea, so that’s been quite successful 
and well received.”

But you don’t need to be with a tour group 
to experience all the museum has to offer 
– and despite being a smaller building than 
many other museums, you’ll need to plan a 
good amount of time to really explore and 
take it all in. 

Read more on pages 6 & 7

Bass and Flinders Maritime Museum Open for Business

Nigel Birrell awarded Local Legend of the Month

Read 
more of  

Nigel’s 
story on 

page 4

Tamar Valley News is proud to award Nigel
Birrell as our ‘Local Legend’ for June 2021,
an award aimed at recognising community
members for the contributions they make to
their community.

Nigel is the owner of ‘Nigel’s Gourmet’ – the
popular butcher you know from his stores
in Exeter and Kings Meadows, and is always
keen to give back to the community where
he can.

A well-known and respected local, Nigel
grew up on the East Coast of Tasmania at
St Mary’s, and wanted to be a butcher ever
since he was a child.

Nigel’s career started out as a clean up boy
at the local butcher shop, which later saw
him transition down to Hobart to complete
a butcher course. 

After completing his butchery course, Nigel 
moved to the North of the state where he 
now owns the award-winning butcher 

shops.

“Exeter said they wanted an apprentice so
that’s how I got there. I worked there for 10
years and then bought the shop.”

Nigel is only too happy to help out and has
previously been recognised for his commu-
nity support after donating meat trays and
vouchers to fundraisers and other events.

“We just help out anyway we can, especially
people that support us.”

“We find it’s good to give back to the com-
munity, school, sports clubs and they always
find a way to pay you back.”

Nigel said the community in the West Tam-
ar were loyal people and that it’s nice to be 
able to help them out where he can. 
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The night sky this month:

To learn more about space & astronomy, visit the
Planetarium at the QVMAG

Visit
www.qvmag.tas.gov.au

By Chris Arkless - Planetarium Officer, QVMAG

In the first of these columns I spoke about the changing of the guard as
Scorpius replaces Orion as the dominant constellation in our evening
sky. 

As June begins, we find Orion lying very low to the west and setting by
7pm. Scorpius is well above the horizon to the east. Those who saw last
month's eclipse may have noticed that the Moon was very close to
Scorpius on that night.

The Moon can be used to help us find other objects in the night sky,
and this month we will use it to take a short tour.

On the evening of 12 June the thin crescent moon will be close to the
planet Venus. Depending on your local horizon, this may be quite
challenging to see as they will both be setting shortly after 6pm. 

On the 14th we will have an easier target, with the Moon being north of
Mars as they both head towards the horizon, setting before 8pm.

You will have noticed that the Moon is setting approximately one hour
later each day. This is due to the Moon's motion around the Earth.

By the 23rd the Moon will be back with Scorpius, lying just below the
bright red star Antares that marks the scorpion's heart.

Full moon is on the 25th at which time it will be rising at sunset. Two
days later it will be close to Saturn and the following night close to
Jupiter. This last encounter will be best viewed after 10pm.

The George Town Council released their 
Draft Structural Plan for George Town and 
their Draft Hillwood Structural Plan Review 
and Update throughout May 2021 for com-
munity consultation.

The plans for public comment opened on 
22nd May 2021 and will remain open until 
4pm 22nd June 2021.

The George Town plan will be used to guide 
the council through their decision mak-
ing and will be used as a road map for the 
placement of where to build new houses 
and what areas should be protected from 
development. 

The plan will also detail where more money 
should be invested into improving roads, 
footpaths, cycling trails, parks and beaches 
etc.

The aim of the plan is to create residential 
areas where possible, that it is easy and safe 
to walk to parks, shops, foreshores, to catch 
public transport to Launceston or to enjoy a 
bike ride by proposing a link to neighbour-
hoods via walking and cycling trails. 

The George Town Structure Plan has a big 
focus on improving the quality of footpaths 
and off-road trails with the aim of discour-
aging locals to use cars for short trips.

The George Town Council are calling on 
locals to provide their feedback on how they 
would use the walking network and public 
spaces in the neighbourhood. 

The Hillwood Structural Plan was previ-
ously endorsed in November 2016 by the 
Council; however, a review and update has 
been prepared to include an assessment 
of the current housing demand and what 
improvements to the road network are 

required to cater for the projected traffic 
demands.

The Draft Hillwood Structural Review and 
Update Plan will include an updated growth 
framework to provide opportunities for 
intensification and expansion that would 
enable the future demand scenarios to be 
realized.

The plan will also seek to provide a coor-
dinated development pattern involving the 
upgrade and provision of road infrastruc-
ture.

To learn more and contribute to the 
George Town Structure Plan, visit 
georgetown.tas.gov.au/draft-george-
town-structure-plan-may-2021 

To learn more and contribute to the 
Hillwood Structure Plan, visit george-
town.tas.gov.au/hillwood-structure-
plan-review-and-update-may-2021 

George Town Council 
seeks input from 
locals for George 
Town and Hillwood 
Structure Plans

Prefer to Read Online? 

Sign up to receive the
digital edition delivered via

email for FREE!

In a statement, Premier Peter Gutwein said 
Tasmanians have done an amazing job of 
responding to the COVID-19 pandemic and 
with the situation in Victoria continuing to 
develop, it is vital to keep doing all we can 
to lessen the risk of an outbreak occurring 
in Tasmania.

The Check in TAS system is a vitally im-
portant part of our contact tracing capabil-
ity, and businesses are being reminded of 
the importance of using the app and of their 
mandatory obligation from May 1 to use it 
for collecting contact tracing information in 
Tasmania.

The Check in TAS app is simple to use for 
both businesses and community members, 
and it is everybody’s responsibility to ensure 
check in is occurring.

As we are seeing in Victoria, it only takes 
one positive case of COVID-19 in the 
community for it to spread quickly, espe-
cially with new strains continuing to emerge 
around the globe. Being able to quickly 
identify places and people at risk is crucial 
to community safety, and will allow us to 
act quickly and get on top of any future 
outbreaks.

Importantly, Tasmanians have already done 
a great job of getting on board, with 17,500 
premises and events already registered for 
their Check in TAS QR code. However, we 
know there are businesses that have not yet 
registered and we need to ensure that all 
businesses are complying with the regula-
tions.

Business Tasmania is currently reaching out 
to businesses who have not registered, and if 
anyone is unsure of their obligations or how 
to comply, we ask they please get in contact 
with Business Tasmania for assistance on 
1800 440 026 or email ask@business.tas.gov.
au.

Free phone, email and face to face support 
is available, and will continue to be so on an 
ongoing basis to ensure businesses are able 
to adopt approaches to check in that work 
for them.

Tasmanians are also encouraged to be pro-
active about checking in at establishments – 
we can’t afford to be complacent.  As well as 
being proactive, please be patient if it takes 
a little longer for staff to ensure everyone is 
checked in.

Check in Tas app vital



Phone: (03) 6327 1731

Email: contact@flareleap.com

Get in touch today for a zero-obligation chat about how we
can work with your business to improve your online presence!

More and more business
 is being conducted online...
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Tamar Valley News is proud to award Nigel 
Birrell as our ‘Local Legend’ for June 2021, 
an award aimed at recognising community 
members for the contributions they make to 
their community.

Nigel is the owner of ‘Nigel’s Gourmet’ – the 
popular butcher you know from his stores 
in Exeter and Kings Meadows, and is always 
keen to give back to the community where 
he can.

A well-known and respected local, Nigel 
grew up on the East Coast of Tasmania at 
St Mary’s, and wanted to be a butcher ever 
since he was a child.

Nigel’s career started out as a clean up boy 
at the local butcher shop, which later saw 
him transition down to Hobart to com-
plete a butcher course. After completing 
his butchery course, Nigel moved to the 
North of the state where he now owns the 
award-winning butcher shops.

“Exeter said they wanted an apprentice so 

that’s how I got there. I worked there for 10 
years and then bought the shop.”

Nigel is only too happy to help out and has 
previously been recognised for his commu-
nity support after donating meat trays and 
vouchers to fundraisers and other events. 

“We just help out anyway we can, especially 
people that support us.”

“We find it’s good to give back to the com-
munity, school, sports clubs and they always 
find a way to pay you back.”

Nigel said the community in the West Tam-
ar were loyal people and that it’s nice to be 
able to help them out where he can. “I was 
pretty luck to end up down there, and after 
a few years you feel like a bit of a local down 
there.” He said.

Nigel started to expand the business after 
running out of room in his Exeter store and 
was given the opportunity to purchase a 
factory which included a couple of shops. 

“I suppose once you’re in the supermarket 
complexes, people know you.”

“We got phone calls to say do you want to 
put your shop in Meadow Mews.”

Before Nigel’s opened up within the Mead-
ow Mews complex, there were no local 
butchers in the town. 

“I thought it was a pretty good place here, 
heaps of people. There was no real butch-
ers shop in Kings Meadows so that’s what 
happened.”

Despite feeling like the expansion was too 
soon, Nigel said he was able to do it with the 
support of others around him.

Nigel’s philosophy on providing community 
support is to just say yes and help out where 
you can. 

“Sometimes you can’t always give time when 
you’re in a small business but if there’s any 
other way you can, fit it in that way. They’re 

very grateful for what you do.” 

Nigel acknowledges that whilst not all 
businesses are in a position to offer their 
time and or vouchers, being involved in the 
community is still important. 

“Definitely be involved with community 
things where you can. That benefits you in 
the long run anyway, like you’re part of the 
community then they’ll support you.”

Scsn the QR code below to see our video 
interview with Nigel. 

Know someone in the community doing great things to help others? 

A volunteer in the local community 
A caring neighbour 
Someone who gives back
Anyone who helps the community

They might be:

We want to know them too!

Nominate them for the Tamar Valley News Local Legend of the Month!

To nominate someone, visit www.TamarValleyNews.com.au/Nominate

Scan me

to nominate!

Local Legend of the Month - June 2021
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Representing our community
Authorised by B. Archer, Liberal Party of Australia, 100 St John St, Launceston TAS 7250. 

FEDERAL MEMBER FOR BASS
BRIDGET ARCHER MP

 6334 7033    bridget.archer.mp@aph.gov.au    bridgetarcher.com.au    BridgetArcherMP

In a bid to strengthen Tasmania’s abil-
ity to manage COVID-19, wastewater 
surveillance testing for fragments of the 
COVID-19 virus (SARS CoV-2) in the 
state’s sewer systems began throughout the 
middle of April 2021 and are being contin-
ually monitored.

Wastewater samples have been collected 
from numerous sites across the state which 
have been selected by the Department of 
Health based on factors including popula-
tion size, location, and the ability to access 
samples. 

According to the Department of Health, 
COVID-19 can be detected in wastewa-
ter for up to three weeks after a person 
shedding the virus has been in a particular 
community. 

Data has shown that fragments of the virus 
can be shed a long time after a person has 
stopped being infectious.

“The greatest value of wastewater testing 
is likely to be during a community out-
break, by assisting tracking of the virus and 
targeted public health responses.” Said Dr 
Scott McKeown, Deputy Director of Public 
Health.

Since the Wastewater Testing Program 
began, all sites across Tasmania have been 
tested, with the majority of the catch-
ment areas being tested weekly, whilst 
the remainder are scheduled to be tested 
monthly. 

All areas in the North will be tested month-

ly, aside from the Sewage treatment plant at 
Ti Tree Bend which will be tested weekly, 
whilst the South and North West of the 
state will mostly see weekly tests being 
conducted.

Whilst all tests have so far returned a nega-
tive result, the Department of Health have 
stated that a positive result will not neces-
sarily mean there are cases of the virus in 
the community.

If fragments of the virus that causes 
COVID-19 are detected, authorities will 
begin to ascertain whether the detection is 
consistent with recent clinical testing re-
sults in that area and the current situation 
in Tasmania.

The Department of Health have stated that 
there is currently no evidence to suggest 
that the virus can be spread through the 
wastewater due to the viral fragments 
being non-infectious, however anyone 
with symptoms of the virus is urged to get 
tested.

Prefer to Read Online? 

Sign up to receive the
digital edition delivered via

email for FREE!

Authorities test sewer 
water for any trace of 
COVID-19

BE SEEN!

Reach out today to discuss how we can get
your business off to a strong start in 2021! 

 
Email: zac@hyperlocalmedia.info

Grow your business!

Four outstanding women from Bell Bay 
Aluminium were recognised at the annual 
Tasmanian Women in Manufacturing & 
Resources Awards for their contributions to 
creating stronger, more gender diverse and 
inclusive work environments at last night’s 
2021 award presentation in Hobart. 

The annual awards are coordinated by the 
Tasmanian Minerals, Manufacturing and 
Energy Council, in conjunction with the 
AusIMM Women in Mining Network Tas-
mania, to create awareness of the inspira-
tional women working in resources, mining 
and manufacturing and encourage other 
women to pursue careers in these Tasma-
nian industries. 

Aleesa Shepherd, crew leader, won the Ex-
ceptional Woman in Tasmanian Resources 
Award. 

Kylie Sherriff, process operator, won the 
Outstanding Tasmanian Tradeswoman, 
Operator or Technician Award. 

Amby Ramasubramanian, process engineer, 
was a joint winner of the Exceptional Young 
Woman in Tasmanian Resources Award. 

Hayley Williams, power controller, was 
highly commended in the Outstanding 
Tasmanian Tradeswoman, Operator or 
Technician Award category. 

Bell Bay Aluminium general manager Sho-
na Markham, paid tribute to Aleesa, Kylie, 
Amby and Hayley and their inspirational 
stories. 

“We are extremely proud of the recogni-
tion Aleesa, Kylie, Amby and Hayley have 
received in these awards. These four women 
reflect the enormous value that diversity 
and inclusion brings to our business. Each 
is an outstanding role model for women 
and men working at our operation and in 
our industry. I am inspired by the genuine 
commitment they all have to promoting and 
achieving diversity, inclusion and equality at 
Bell Bay Aluminium.” 

Winner of the Exceptional Woman in Tas-
manian Resources Award, Aleesa Shepherd 
said, “Speaking on behalf of my colleagues, 
Kylie and Amby, the three of us are abso-
lutely and unexpectedly delighted to be 
winners of these awards. While the smelter 
is still a male-dominated workplace, it’s in-
credibly important to us to make sure we all 
play a part in creating a safe and welcom-
ing environment for everyone—no matter 
gender, culture, or otherwise. It’s incumbent 
on us to be part of a positive environment 

that helps to shift the dial and biases and 
foster a safe space for others who might be 
considering a role at the smelter or in the 
resources industry.” 

Amby, Aleesa and Kylie will automatically 
progress to the national awards, which will 
be hosted by the Minerals Council of Aus-
tralia in Canberra on 1 September. 

Bell Bay Aluminium workers recognised in Women 
in Manufacturing & Resources Awards
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FREE Program
Laser Tag
Tai Chi (online)
Mountain Bikes*
Aqua Therapy (over 55’s)
Kids Fun Factors
Circus Skills
Table Tennis

See the Healthy George Town website for further details 
georgetown.tas.gov.au/healthy-george-town

Or follow us on Facebook  
facebook.com/healthygeorgetowntasmania

Spin* 
Cross Fitness

Jazzercise Beginners
Jazzercise Intermediate

Healthy Armchairs
Dance

Yoga

*These classes require bookings

Activities include

W

f

Starts 28 June

Winter/Spring
Winter/Spring        June - October 
June - October 2021  2021  

For more information call Tom on 6382 8800

Bass and Flinders Maritime 

Tasmania is a land of rich history, and we’re 
lucky to have a range of museums and 
historical societies preserving and show-
casing our history to inspire and teach new 
generations. 

One such museum, is the Bass and Flinders 
Maritime Museum in George Town, now 
operated by the George Town Council. 

Community Development Officer, Amy 
Walker, said “we officially took over on the 
9th of April this year, we had a bit of a soft 

launch and opened the doors, so we are now 
operating 7 days a week.” 

“We offer experiences for coach group 
tours, schools and local businesses.”

“We’ve had some people come from around 
the state so far coming through with some 
coach groups, and we’ve partnered with lo-
cal businesses to provide catering so we can 
put on a cold or hot lunch, afternoon tea or 
morning tea, so that’s been quite successful 
and well received.”

But you don’t need to be with a tour group 
to experience all the museum has to offer 
– and despite being a smaller building than 
many other museums, you’ll need to plan a 
good amount of time to really explore and 
take it all in. 

The museum is home to many boats, each 
telling a unique story of our maritime 
history. 

The main attraction is the replica if the 
Norfolk, which is so large that the roof had 

to be removed in order to get the vessel in 
the building. 

Ivy Crowden, one of the museums dedicat-
ed volunteers and walking encyclopaedias 
said the replica was made to do a 200-year 
re-enactment of the Bass and Flinders Trip. 

“This one [the replica] is built out of two 
woods one’s Huon pine and celery-top pine. 
Of course, that lasts so much better than the 
Norfolk pine. Huon pine will last forever, 
water doesn’t affect it at all.” 

ABOVE: Overlooking the replica of the Norfolk at the Bass and Flinders Maritime Museum
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Contact Andrew for an
obligation-free chat today! 

andrew@financialstreams.com.au

03 6338 9224
Retirement & Superannuation Planning

Financial advice for the people of the Tamar Valley

Museum Open for Business

“The original Norfolk was built on Norfolk 
Island to come across to get food from Port 
Jackson to take back to Norfolk Island, but 
of course convicts weren’t allowed to have 
it, so that’s when they gave it to Bass and 
Flinders.”

“After they’d been around Tasmania, it 
went to Queensland and the convicts stole 
it and they wrecked it at Stockton in New 
South Wales, so that’s what happened to the 
original.”

“It just didn’t last very long, but of course, it 
was built out of Norfolk pine which isn’t as 
good as the Huon pine,” said Ms Crowden.
 
Ivy added that one of the main drawing 
cards of the museum is that one of their 
volunteers also happens to be one of the 
people who built the replica, so they have 
a truly knowledgeable team of volunteers 
available to answer questions and take you 
on a guided tour through the museum. 

As an added bonus to visitors, a guided tour 
will see you board the Norfolk replica, and 
explore the features of the boat. 

These tours are conducted entirely by 
volunteers, without which the museum 
would not be able to operate – and for those 
interested in history, they are always look-
ing for more to help share this magnificent 
collection of history with the world. 

The Bass and Flinders Maritime Museum is 

located at 8 Elizabeth Street, George Town, 
and is open daily from 11am until 3pm. 

For more information, visit 
bassandflindersmuseum.com.au 

UPPER-LEFT: An extensive collection 
of navigational charts and maps on 
display 

UPPER-RIGHT: The view onboard the 
Norfolk replica 

LEFT: The Tom Thumb wooden row 
boat, on display at the Bass and 
Flinders Maritime Museum. 

Prefer to Read Online? 

Sign up to receive the
digital edition delivered via

email for FREE!
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Local Tasmanian Aboriginal Elder Aunty Patsy Cam-
eron shares stories and traditions in new children’s 
picture book

Sea Country, out 1 June, is a delightful 
children’s picture book by Tasmanian Ab-
original Elder Aunty Patsy Cameron, that 
generously shares the stories and traditions 
from her family’s seasonal life on Flinders

Island in Tasmania.

Illustrated by award-winning illustrator 
Lisa Kennedy (Respect 2020), Sea Country 
weaves a cultural homage to island life, with 

stories of collecting shells, fishing in wood-
en dinghies with long oars, and watching 
clouds snake their way down Mt Munro.

‘When I go back to those places [in the 
book] it’s like I’m still there as a child,’ said 
Aunty Patsy. 

‘There’s a timeless essence to Country.

‘That’s what our book is about, that these 
traditions and stories have been passed 
down from generation to generation and 
they’re still here and still strong. 

The way Lisa’s artwork has layer upon layer. 
To see the old women and the ancestors 
sitting on the pages with me, it’s like they’re 
looking at my sister and I as young kids 
on the beach, and it shows the unbroken 
connection.

‘It’s a perfect children’s story. I can just see 
kids being captured by Lisa’s artwork and 
the layers of the story.’

Sea Country is a special book for Lisa 
Kennedy, as a descendent of the coastal 
Pairebeenne/Trawlwoolway people of north 
east Tasmania.

‘I feel the connection to the ocean deeply,’ 
said Lisa. ‘It’s where I feel most at home. Be-
ing able to work on a book like Sea Country 
was an honour and felt incredibly special.’

‘This book is a strikingly unique Tasmanian 
Aboriginal children’s picture book,’ said 

Magabala Publisher

Rachel Bin Salleh. ‘Aunty Patsy and Lisa 
are a formidable pairing and have created 
not only a beautiful book, but an important 
one.’

Patsy Cameron is a highly regarded Elder, 
author, researcher and cultural historian, 
who recognises the need for an Aboriginal 
voice and perspective in the interpretation 
and communication of Tasmanian Aborigi-
nal history, heritage and culture. 

She is herself a cultural practitioner of the 
art of shell necklace making, fibre and kelp 
craft and a storyteller of note in the com-
munity. 

Her approach is inclusive and evidences a 
life-long commitment to the progressive
engagement of Tasmanians with the deep 
human history of their island.

Lisa is a descendant of the coastal Paire-
beenne/ Trawlwoolway clan in North East 
Tasmania. She has always carried a deep 
love of Sea and Country and has been 
blessed to work alongside Aunty Patsy on 
Sea Country. 

Lisa finds her most meaningful work is to
collaborate with Elders to visually express 
the often hidden voices of Ancestors and 
Country in a way that is accessible to many.

Sea Country is available in all good book-
shops, and online from Magabala Books.

Aunty Patsy Cameron (PHOTO: Supplied)

How liveable is Launceston? 
City of Launceston residents have an op-
portunity to help shape their community 
through a nationwide survey on liveability 
in their local neighbourhoods.

The inaugural 2021 Australian Liveability 
Census will survey residents from across 
capital and regional centres Australia-wide 
to create a nationally consistent, online plat-
form for measuring and tracking liveability 
from the community’s perspective.

Launceston residents can have their say 
by rating 50 aspects of the neighbourhood 
they live in, with questions divided across a 
number of themes, including:

• Community (a sense of connec-
tion, neighbourhood resilience, diversity)
• Environmental sustainability (pro-
tection of nature, landscaping, sustainable 
behaviours)
• Housing and development (hous-
ing diversity, cost, quality, density)
• Local character (heritage, unique-
ness, identity)
• Local economy (employment 
opportunities, local businesses)
• Movement (active and public 
transport, connectivity, car accessibility)
• Open space (spaces suitable for 
play, quality of public space, physical com-
fort)
• Social facilities and services 

(family and community services, education 
options)

City of Launceston Mayor Albert van Zetten 
said the data - which will be de-identified 
and anonymous - will be invaluable in un-
derstanding what the community considers 
to be an ideal neighbourhood, as well as the 
performance of the places they live, work 
and play in.

“I encourage all Launceston residents who 
take pride in their local neighbourhoods 
and wish to have a voice in how these 
neighbourhoods will be developed and 
shaped into the future to complete the 
survey - it will only take 15 minutes and can 
help make a difference.” Mayor van Zetten 
said.

 The survey will run through until June 30.

To complete the survey or for more in-
formation, visit survey.placescore.org/
s3/liveability-cf

AURORA Energy has provided an addition-
al $150,000 in funding to No Interest Loans 
(NILS) to help finance its Energy Saver 
Loan and Subsidy scheme for low-income 
Tasmanians in the lead up to winter.

The program funds 50 per cent of the 
cost to purchase new energy efficient heat 
pumps (min 2.5 star rating) up to a max-
imum purchase price of $3,000. Also new 
washing machines, fridges and freezers 
(min three star energy rating) have a subsi-
dy of $300 taken off the purchase price.

In the last 18 months alone, the program 
has provided no interest loans for Tas-
manians to buy 478 fridges, 431 washing 
machines, 216 heat pumps and 66 freezers.
NILS CEO John Hooper said acquiring the 
products, which end up costing much less 
than the retail price, would be out of the 
reach for most low-income Tasmanians 
without the local support.

“This scheme enables financially vulnerable 
Tasmanians to save on energy and get a 
much-needed energy efficient appliance. We 
know by talking to clients that they are in-
credibly grateful for the subsidy scheme and 
the support of those who make it possible, 
like Aurora,” Mr Hooper said.

“Every dollar of subsidy provided by Aurora 
has saved each family $5 if they had turned 
to rent-to-buy companies as the alternative.”

The increase brings Aurora Energy’s com-
mitment to close to $2.5M in funding to the 
program since first partnering with NILS in 
2015.

Aurora Chief Operating Officer Kane Ing-
ham said the extra funding would provide 
greater opportunity for concession custom-
ers to improve their energy efficiency and 
power bill affordability, which is even more 
important as the cooler months approach.

“We’ve been a long-time supporter of NILS 
because we know inefficient energy usage 
is a key driver of high energy bills,” Mr 
Ingham said.

Aurora customers requiring assistance with 
managing their energy bills can call the YES 
Team on 1300 10 2010 (Mon-Fri, 8am-
6pm).

Aurora also has a range of different payment 
options and support for others in need of a 
hand, including a $5M Customer Support 
Fund specifically aimed at helping residen-
tial and small business customers who have 
been impacted by COVID-19.

For further information the NILS Energy 
Saver Loan and Subsidy program, visit 
nilstasmania.org.au or call 1300 301 
650.

Aurora boosts support of NILS ahead of winter
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Such as Jarndyce v Jarndyce (7)1

Declares as fact (7)5
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Part of a literary team (2-6)10

Dealing with a subject (8)11

Poverty-stricken (2,4)12

Victorian surf pioneer and board 
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Work schedules (6)21
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Wheeled status symbol (7)27
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Covered with water (5)2

Vagabond (7)3

Overall (2,5)4

Iberian tongue (7)6

Prolongs (7)7

Bundaberg hockey striker who won 
Olympic Gold in 2004 (4,5)
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Important tropical crop tree (7,4)10

Boozy (9)14

In reality (2,5)17

Gun collection (7)18

Refresher on a stick (3,4)19

Small, noisy, black and white bird (7)20

Communion table (5)23

L
1

A
2

WS
3

UI
4

TA
5

S
6

SE
7

RT
8

S

WWNPXR

V
9

ACANTC
10

OAUTHOR

SGOONEY

T
11

HEMATICI
12

NNEED

AAOSDL

W
13

A
14

YNELYNCHS
15

ODA

LUE

A
16

CID
17

A
18

RTHI
19

ST
20

ORY

OERPCR

S
21

HIFTSA
22

TYPICA
23

L

OAELPLL

B
24

LECHNUMO
25

FLATE

ITALEA

S
26

CHOOLSF
27

ERRARI

Your Ad Here
Email zac@hyperlocalmedia.info or call 0427912642 for more information

Crossword

1. What’s the best thing about Switzerland? I don’t know, but the flag is a big plus.
2. Did you hear about the mathematician who’s afraid of negative numbers? He’ll  
 stop and nothing to avoid them.
3. Why do people always say ‘break a leg’ to actors? Because every play has a cast.
4. Did you hear about the new restaurant in town called Karma? Apparently there’s  
 no menu, you just get served what you deserve.
5. Why couldn’t the leopard play hide and seek? Because he was always spotted.
6. Instead of “the John,” I call my toilet “the Jim.” That way it sounds better when I  
 say I go to the  Jim first thing every morning.
7. What’s the difference between a guitar and a fish? You can tune a guitar, but you  
 can’t tuna fish.
8. What is the colour of the wind? Blew.
9. What do you call a factory that makes okay products?” A satisfactory. 
10.  My friend thinks he is smart. He told me an onion is the only food that makes  
 you cry, so I threw a coconut at his face.
11.  What does a sprinter eat before a race? Nothing, they fast!
12.  My daughter screeched, “Daaaaaad, you haven’t listened to one word I’ve said,  
 have you!?” What a strange way to start a conversation with me...

Answers
(Turn page upside down) Jokes

Riddles
I have cities, but no houses. I have mountains, but no trees. I have water, but no fish. What am I?

Answer: A Map
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287 Invermay Road, Invermay, 7248 
kyle@parryproperty.com.au 

0499 440 141 

KYLE
BARRETT 
Northern Tasmanian Real Estate Specialist 

Contact Kyle today for a no obligation,
FREE market update of your home or
investments. 

Hardworking agent
for hardworking
people. 

The West Tamar Council’s Volunteer 
Recognition Awards as part of National 
Volunteer Week 2021, were held on Friday 
21st May 2021 from 6:15pm at the Riverside 
Golf Club, with approximately 100 guests in 
attendance.

The awards recognise volunteer contribu-
tions to the West Tamar Community, with 
presentations made in the categories of ‘Vol-
unteer of the Year’, ‘Young Volunteer of the 
Year’ and ‘Volunteer Group of the Year’. The 
2021 winners are:

~ Volunteer of the Year – Greg Squires 
who is a local farmer in the Kelso area. In 
2018 he sought involvement in the West 
Tamar Council’s Northern Area Advisory 
Group and West Tamar Landcare to help 
him tackle a community problem. Their 
combined efforts resulted in the Lower West 
Tamar Cat Management Group. Greg has 
worked consistently with this committee to 
develop ethical and socially responsible pet 
ownership.

~ Young Volunteer of the Year – Coo-
per McKercher is an active and involved 
member if the West Tamar Youth Advisory 
Council, volunteering for numerous events 
including Lead Inspire Grow Camp, Catch it 
in the Catchment, Youth Festivals, Schools 
Out, Skate Comps and The Rock Challenge. 
In addition to this, he is also a volunteer 
at the Legana Youth Centre assisting with 
running weekly programs.

~ Volunteer Group of the Year – West 
Tamar Rotary Club is a local volunteer club, 
working to build relationships and better 
the local and wider community. It is a sup-
port network that actively fundraises with 
the aim to return funds back into our com-
munity. The club is involved in countless 
community events and initiatives, always 
ready to lend a supportive hand. 

Mayor Christina Holmdahl said “The West 
Tamar Council Volunteer Recognition 
Awards acknowledge those who have con-
sistently given selflessly to others as valued 
members of our local community.”

“On behalf of the West Tamar Council and 
everyone in our community, I thank them 
most sincerely for their contributions”. 

Category winners, nominees and nomi-
nators were celebrated over a light dinner, 
with Just Flare providing background music 
and guest speaker, West Tamar Youth May-
or Chloe White.

RIGHT: Award recpipients with Mayor 
Christina Holmdahl and Youth Mayor 
Chloe White (PHOTOS: Supplied by 
West Tamar Council)

West Tamar Volunteers Recognised
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Tales of the Tamar 

By Peter Cox

Last month marked the 200th anniversary 
of the second visit of Governor Lachlan 
Macquarie to George Town. As Governor 
in Chief of New South Wales and Van 
Diemen’s Land, Macquarie had previously 
visited what was then known as Outer Cove 
in December 1811, and had chosen it as 
the new headquarters for the settlement of 
Port Dalrymple. In his journal on the 18th 
December 1811 he recorded:

...I have resolved to erect a new Town here accord-
ing to a well digested regular Plan, and to name it 
“George-Town” in honor of our beloved Sovereign; 
and to name this Cove (which has hitherto been 
called Outer Cove) York-Cove -- and the Rivulet 
York-River -- in honor of His Royal Highness The 
Duke of York. ---The Town to extend to both sides 
of the Cove, but the larger Portion of it to be on the 
west side of the River, on account of the Ground 
there being so much superior to that on the East 
Side... The Evening being very fine Mrs. Macqua-
rie and myself Slept on Shore in our Tent, which 
was Pitched on the future scite of the new intended 
Town, and probably on that part of it in which the 
principal Square will be erected and formed. 

In June 1812 Macquarie sent the surveyor 
James Meehan to Van Diemen’s Land to 
continue survey work including the survey 
of George Town. Macquarie’s instructions 
were:

In marking out the Town, you will be 
guided generally by the verbal instructions 
I have already given you on this head, and 
the Plan you drew of it in December last 
and approved by me, and which you have 
in your Possession. The Town may extend 
around the Cove on both sides of it; but 
the Principal Square and all the Public 
Buildings must be marked out on the North 
East side of York Cove, as fixed by me in 
December last. 

Meehan surveyed the town on 21 Novem-
ber 1812. In August 1813 Meehan’s plan was 
submitted to Macquarie,  who approved it 
on 1 December. The map shows provision 
for a Government House and Domain, 
military barracks, church and clergyman’s 
house, gaol, court house, lumber yard and 
dock, commissariat and a hospital. 

Work on the development of George Town 
commenced in 1815 and it was sufficiently 
advanced for the Commandant of Port Dal-
rymple to take up residence there in May 
1819. George Town then became the official 
headquarters for Northern VDL (Tasmania) 
until March 1825, when Colonel Balfour 
replaced Colonel Cameron as Commandant 
and took up residence in Launceston.   
By 1820 George Town had become a sizable 
settlement, containing some 92 buildings. 
The 1823 muster showed it to have 543 per-

sons. 392 were convicts, of whom 25 were 
assigned servants. Only Hobart, Launces-
ton, and the combined northern Midlands 
districts had more people. 

The painting of George Town, taken from 
Garden Island and dating from the early 
1820s, shows the buildings of Macquarie’s 
George Town. Across the centre of the 
painting from left to right were the school/
church, Clergyman’s house, Commandant’s 
cottage, Officers’ barracks, with the convict 
huts in the background. To the right, close 
to the water’s edge were the blacksmith’s 
shop, Commissariat Store and the other 
lumber yard workshops, with the female 
factory, barracks and gaol behind. Regent 
Square could be seen in the centre, directly 
above the masts of the brig. Anne Street had 
been formed, but the lower part of Macqua-
rie and Elizabeth Streets had not.

In 1820 Commissioner John Thomas Bigge 
visited George Town as part of his inquiry 
into the colony of New South Wales, which 
included Van Diemen’s Land. Bigge’s report 
states that George Town was one of only 
three towns in Van Diemen’s Land.   He 
reported that in April 1820 there were 14 
wooden houses and 43 skillings at George 
Town, occupied by 241 male convicts and 
24 females.  However, “at the period of my 
visit, [it] contained only one house that be-
longed to a free person, unconnected with 
the establishment.” 

To Bigge it was obvious that Launceston 
would be the main centre of business. Only 
one free settler was living in George Town; 
all the rest were convicts and government 
officers.
While Bigge did recommend an end to 
construction at George Town, he did not 
recommend the abandonment of the site. 

He wrote: “...the town as may afford a convenient 
place for the residence of such officers as may be 
necessary to protect the revenue, or to visit ships 
on their departure from Launceston...” and “as a 
place of resort for colonial vessels, or as a place of 

temporary deposit for the produce that might be 
conveyed from Launceston.”

In November 1820 Bigge advised Macquarie 
of his intention to recommend the transfer 
of the headquarters to Launceston, and he 
recommended a stop to the works in prog-
ress at George Town. Macquarie refused, 
and continued to push the development of 
the town until his departure from office in 
1822.     

In May 1821 Macquarie made his second 
visit to George Town and was pleased with 
the progress of the town. He spent three 
days there, naming the Square and streets 
of the town, exploring land to the east that 
showed possibilities of supporting farms 
(named Cimitiere Plains) and made a list 
of additional buildings to be completed. 
Following his visit to George Town in 1821 
Macquarie made a fresh list of public works 
to be completed. 

Bigge’s official recommendation became 
known with the publication of his three 
reports in 1823. Yet no order to implement 
the recommendations came from the new 
Governor-in-Chief, Sir Thomas Brisbane. 
Lieutenant Governor Sorell recommended 
the transfer of the headquarters, and made 
reductions in the establishment at George 
Town. However, because of the work in 
progress in the lumber yard and with con-
vict gangs still working in the woods and 
limestone quarry, the settlement continued, 
and remained as the official headquarters.  
Govr Sorell’s successor, George Arthur, 
waited almost twelve months before finally 
transferring the headquarters to Launceston 
and appointing Colonel Balfour as Com-
mandant in April 1825.

Meetings are held on the 3rd Monday each month, starting at 7.30 pm, usually at The Grove, 25 Cimitiere St, George Town. 
January, February and March meetings are held at Low Head, Hillwood & the Piper District respectively.

Meetings are free and open to the public, but a gold coin donation towards supper is appreciated.

Annual Memberships:  $15 single; $25 couple; $5 students - due in October.

NEXT MEETING

MONDAY, 21st June At the Grove, 25 Cimitere St at 7.30 pm

Speaker: Lorraine Wootton

Topic: Low Head’s Beattie Trail – “Tasmania’s Grace Darling”

In June 1865 in tempestuous seas, this 22 yr old daughter of the deputy light-keeper at the Low Head Lighthouse, swam out to save the life of Gustavus Hardy. He was 
one of the crew who was thrown out of the pilot boat when it capsized near Dotterel Pt on its return from placing the pilot, George Foster on board the brig Fawn. 

Email info@gtdhs.com or Phone 6382 4412. COVID-19 Precautions Apply.

GEORGE TOWN & DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC.

Govr Macquarie’s return to George Town in May 1821 - 200 Years ago
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