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A collaboration between local farmers has 
seen local produce become increasingly 
accessible and convenient for those in the 
Tamar Valley. 

The Tasmanian Produce Collective brings 
together a group of local producers and 
offers them the chance to sell their fresh 
produce to the public, cutting out the mid-
dle-man. 

Larna Pittiglio, Chair of the Tasmanian Pro-
duce Collective said that with roughly 20 
to 25 producers already onboard, they have 
something to offer for everyone. 

“We have a whole range of produce avail-
able, everything for your day to day eating 
from breakfast through to dinner.” 

The Tasmanian Produce Collective works 

by allowing customers to order their pro-
duce online, and then collect it fresh from 
the local producers themselves. 

While conversations were already being had 
about a need for a produce collective, the 
events of the COVID-19 pandemic, and the 
growing demand for “click & collect” style 
shopping helped ignite the formation of the 
group. 

“When COVID happened, obviously the 
farmers market and everything got shut 
down, we thought well now’s the time to 
really get it going”

Read More on page 4
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Next stage of Tasmania’s COVID-19 vaccina-
tion program is underway

With Phase 1a of the COVID-19 vaccina-
tion program already underway, bookings 
for Tasmania’s first community vaccine 
clinics opened mid-way through March 
with over 200 eligible people in northern 
Tasmania booked in to receive their vaccine 
at the Tasmanian Turf Club in Mowbray.

The vaccine will be rolled out over the 
course of four stages with the most at risk 
receiving the vaccination first to those least 
at risk. The rollout for Tasmania is:

PHASE 1A
• Border security and quarantine 

staff (e.g., police, security and hotel staff 
working in quarantine hotels)
• Frontline health staff at higher 
risk (e.g., key emergency, ICU, vaccination, 
testing and ambulance staff)
• Residents and staff at aged and 
disability residential care facilities

PHASE 1B
• People aged 70+ years
• Remaining health care workers
• Aboriginal and Torres Strait Is-
lander adults aged 55+ years
• Adults with underlying medical 
conditions

• Critical and high-risk workers

PHASE 2A
• People aged between 50–69 years
• Other critical and high-risk work-
ers

PHASE 2B
• Remaining Tasmanians aged 18+ 
years

Every Tasmanian aged 18 and over will be 
eligible for a free vaccination by the end of 
October 2021.

If it is clinically recommended and ap-
proved, children will be eligible to receive 
the vaccination as a phase 3 of the roll out.

Phase 1b of the clinic started in Kingston on 
the 22nd of March 2021 with Launceston, 
New Norfolk and Brighton following the 
trend through the remainder of the week. 

“We expect to vaccinate more than 16,000 
Tasmanians at the four clinics over the next 
four weeks.” Said Premier, Peter Gutwein 
MP.

Over 6,000 Tasmanians have been vacci-
nated against COVID-19 with many people 
already receiving their second dose.
Mobile clinics are expected to be set up 

in several areas across the state including 
Ouse, Huonville, Kempton, George Town 
and Scottsdale.

The Therapeutic Goods Administration has 
given provisional approval for the Pfizer/
BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine to be given 
to people aged 16 years and over, whilst 
the AstraZeneca vaccine has been given 
administration approval for people aged 18 
years and over.

The current guidelines to administer the 
vaccine, to ensure the best protection 
against the virus, are to provide recipients 
with two doses within several weeks apart 
from one another. 

Tasmanians wanting to receive the vacci-
nation will need to visit the Health Direct 
website 
www.covid-vaccine.healthdirect.gov.au  
first to confirm their eligibility or call the 
national hotline on 1800 020 080. 

Those eligible will be directed to the Austra-
lian Government’s Vaccine Clinic Finder to 
find the details of how to book at a GP or a 
Community Clinic.

Authorised by S Smith, 185 Invermay Road, Invermay 7250
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A collaboration between local farmers has 
seen local produce become increasingly 
accessible and convenient for those in the 
Tamar Valley. 

The Tasmanian Produce Collective brings 
together a group of local producers and 
offers them the chance to sell their fresh 
produce to the public, cutting out the mid-
dle-man. 

Larna Pittiglio, Chair of the Tasmanian Pro-
duce Collective said that with roughly 20 
to 25 producers already onboard, they have 
something to offer for everyone. 

“We have a whole range of produce avail-
able, everything for your day to day eating 
from breakfast through to dinner.” 

The Tasmanian Produce Collective works 
by allowing customers to order their pro-
duce online, and then collect it fresh from 
the local producers themselves. 

While conversations were already being had 

about a need for a produce collective, the 
events of the COVID-19 pandemic, and the 
growing demand for “click & collect” style 
shopping helped ignite the formation of the 
group. 

“When COVID happened, obviously the 
farmers market and everything got shut 
down, we thought well now’s the time to 
really get it going”

Katt Ferrero, from Tamar Valley Pastured 
Eggs, a member of the Tasmanian Produce 
Collective, said it’s a good opportunity for 
consumers to get to know where their pro-
duce is coming from. 

“You get to know where your food comes 
from which I think is so important because 
it’s fresher, it’s local and you know where 
it comes from, you know how it’s been 
produced.”

“For example, with our eggs people can ask 
us questions about how they’re raised, they 
can see our farm is just half an hour away 

from the Tamar Valley, so I guess you get 
that direct connection to your food and 
where it comes from, which you don’t get 
just picking something off the supermarket 
shelf.” 

For Kim Croker, one of the Farmers who 
initiated the concept, it’s more than just 
another opportunity to sell her produce. 
“It’s nice and easy for customers, they don’t 
just come to my farm and get my products, 
they can get there delicious veg, eggs and 
everything else.” 

Customers interested in shopping with the 
Tasmanian Produce Collective can buy 
their products online, and then choose to 
click and collect from one of the convenient 
locations in the Tamar Valley. 

If you are interested to learn more, you 
can visit www.tasproduceco.com.au 

Local Producers Team Up to 
sell Direct to Consumers

Growing evidence outlined in a newly pub-
lished position statement from the Centre 
for Air pollution, energy and health Re-
search (CAR), and led by Professor Graeme 
Zosky from the University of Tasmania’s 
Menzies Institute for Medical Research, 
shows that even very low levels of air pollu-
tion are harmful to our health. 

Professor Zosky said this finding has im-
portant implications for how air pollution is 
regulated in Australia. 

“It has been firmly established that increases 
in air pollution are harmful to our health,” 
Professor Zosky said. 

In Australia, air pollution levels are regulat-
ed by the National Environmental Protec-
tion Measures (NEPMs). 

These list common pollutants and set a level 
of exposure that States must abide by. The 
problem is that these assume a safe thresh-
old of air pollution below which there are 
no health impacts. 

In their latest review Principles for setting 
air quality guidelines to protect human 
health in Australia, published in the 
Medical Journal of Australia, Zosky and 
colleagues looked at the pollutants under 
the NEPMs and showed that for the major-
ity, health effects are seen at very low levels, 
well below the NEPM standard.

This suggests that in contrast to the as-
sumption on which the NEPMs are based, 
there is in fact no ‘safe’ level of air pollution. 
This raises serious questions about firstly, 
the health of Australians even under the 
low levels of air pollution we experience 
to, and secondly, the validity of the NEPM 
approach. 

Professor Zosky says these findings suggest 
the current approach to air pollution regula-
tion needs to change. 

“When it comes to regulating air pollution, 
we propose that Australia move away from 
standard setting and towards continuous 
improvements in air quality. This would 
mean setting targets for decreasing air 
pollution year on year. This is an approach 
that has been successfully applied in other 
countries.”

Even Low Levels 
of Air Pollution 
Are Harmful to 
Health

Left-to-right: Larna Pittiglio, Jordan Grieves, Katt Ferrero & Kim Croker of the Tasmanian Produce Collective. 
(Photo:Zac Lockhart)
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Contact Andrew for an
obligation-free chat today! 

andrew@financialstreams.com.au

03 6338 9224
Retirement & Superannuation Planning

Financial advice for the people of the Tamar Valley

Orienteering with a Twist
With support from the City of Launces-
ton, the Esk Valley Orienteering Club has 
developed a series of six new orienteering 
courses through Launceston’s parks and 
reserves — with a technological twist.

The Club’s Permanent Orienteering Course 
Project comprises a package of online maps 
and physical QR code-based trail markers, 
designed to allow anyone to enjoy orien-
teering.

The new courses cover areas like Riverbend 
Park, Heritage Forest, Punchbowl, and 
Royal Park, with course maps ranging from 
1.4 km to 4km. 

The new Launceston courses join the 
Tailrace Park and Windsor Park Precinct 
courses established last year in the West 
Tamar municipality.
Esk Valley Orienteering Club projects coor-
dinator John Brock said orienteering was a 
great workout for both the body and mind.

“Orienteering adds the extra step to your 
physical activity, with the bonus of exercis-
ing your brain,” Mr Brock said.

“The Permanent Course Orienteering Proj-
ect is aimed at opening orienteering up in 
Launceston to a broader audience. We hope 
it will appeal to people of all ages, even if 

they’ve never tried orienteering before.”

“Orienteering is a low impact, rewarding 
and thought provoking activity which is 
ideal for individuals, families, or groups 
and Launceston is fortunate to have some 
fantastic green spaces to explore.”

Launceston Mayor Albert van Zetten con-
gratulated the Esk Valley Orienteering Club 
on the project.

“The Permanent Orienteering Course 
Project is an exciting initiative from the Esk 
Valley Orienteering Club, and I hope Laun-
ceston residents will engage with it,” Mayor 

van Zetten said.

“It’s exciting to see the club developing 
new ways to enjoy Launceston’s parks and 
reserves.”

To participate, download the free map 
pack from the Orienteering Tasmania 
web page www.tasorienteering.asn.au/
get-involved/try-a-permanent-course

George Town Locals having a 
Global Impact

In 2019 Tamar Valley News reported on the 
Valuable work being done by local George 
Town Doctor, Dr. Ikechi Gbenimacho, in 
conjunction with the Rotary Club of George 
Town, to help build a safe and hygienic 
toilet facility at the Ibeku High School in 

Umuahia, Nigeria. 

The school, which has over 4,000 students 
and staff was without a functioning toilet 
for over 30 years, after the original toilet 
that was built in 1960 ceased working. 

“It is not uncommon to see desperate ones 
urinating around the school” said Dr Gben-
imacho in 2019. 

“Students, boys and girls, ease themselves 
around the bushes close to the school, 

with some students being hospitalised for 
diarrhoea diseases, snake bites, physical and 
sexual abuse occasioned by poor hygiene 
and undue exposure to harm due to absence 
of a toilet facility.” 

Following significant fundraising efforts, the 
new toilet facility has finally been built, and 
was handed over to the school for use on 
the 8th March, 2021. 

“Lives will be saved, health burden will be 
reduced and teaching and learning espe-
cially among girls will be improved if this 
project is realised.” Said Dr Gbenimacho. 

“Thanks to you [Tamar Valley News], 
the Rotary Club of George Town and the 
George Town Community for helping raise 
some of the funds for this project.” 

Prefer to Read Online? 

Sign up to receive the
digital edition delivered via

email for FREE!
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The Exeter Art Studios are holding a special 
event to mark the end of their third year of 
operating out of the show hall, at the Exeter 
Show Grounds. 

Before Winter sees the artists going in to 
recess, we are holding an extravaganza 
of artwork on display and for sale from 
Wednesday 7th April to Sunday 11th April, 
10am – 5pm. 
Everyone will be welcome to come and 

browse and maybe pick up a special trea-
sure or present. 

This will be the last opportunity to view all 
the works together before the Winter recess. 

Come along and see watercolour and oil 
paintings, prints, woven and woolen items, 
silk scarfs, sculptures, cards and so much 
more.

State Election 
Called
State Premier, Peter Gutwein MP called on 
the Governor on the 26th March 2021 to re-
quest for an early election to be held on the 
1st of May 2021 for the House of Assembly.

“I did this because Tasmania can’t afford the 
uncertainty of a minority Government.”

The premier has disclosed that he will not 
govern a minority Government, believing 
that they are dysfunctional and lead to a 
lack of confidence from the community.

“Now more than ever we need a strong, 
stable majority Government.”

“While COVID-19 is not over yet, and 
many Tasmanians are still getting back on 
their feet, our economy is growing again, we 
have one of the lowest unemployment rates 
in the country, and job numbers are back at 
pre-pandemic levels.”

The Premier acknowledged that Tasmania 
is in a good place with job numbers back 
at pre-pandemic levels, however reaffirmed 
that there is still a long road ahead.

“My team and I have been decisive and 
held firm during the COVID-19 crisis, and 
together with Tasmanians, we have helped 
Tasmania become one of the safest places in 
the world.”

“On the other hand, Labor are indecisive, 
have no plan, and we all know they’ll do 
a deal with the anti-everything Greens if 
there is a hung Parliament - just like they 
did last time.” He said.

“Every election is a choice and this one is no 
different. This election is a choice between a 
majority Gutwein Liberal Government, with 
a clear Plan to Secure Tasmania’s Future; or 
a hung Parliament and another dysfunc-
tional Labor-Green minority Government, 
which can’t make decisions.”

Convinced Peter Gutwein has given up, 
Labor leader, Rebecca White MP says they 
will fight the election as a strong and united 
party with a clear plan to create jobs and 
invest in housing, health and infrastructure.

“The question Tasmanians should be asking 
Peter Gutwein, is why is he giving up before 
the job is done?” She said.

For those that are concerned about Corona-
virus or would like to avoid the foot traffic 
chaos on polling day, pre-polling booths 
will commence from 8.30am, Monday 12th 
April. 

Posted vote applications will close by 4pm 
Friday 23rd April. Polling day will be held 
on the 1st of May 2021 from 8am – 6pm.

Exeter Art Studios
Extravaganza

Recipients will have their stories featured in the Tamar Valley News, as well as on our website and social
media pages.

 
If you know someone deserving, then this is a great opportunity to give them recognition and

encouragement for all that they do!

Know someone in the community doing
great things to help others? 

A volunteer in the local community 
A caring neighbour 
Someone who gives back
Anyone who helps the community

They might be:

We want to know them too!

Nominate them for the Tamar Valley News Local Legend of the Month!

To nominate someone, visit www.TamarValleyNews.com.au/Nominate
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While many of us would go out of our way 
to avoid encounters with the many species 
of spiders and insects found in the Tamar 
Valley, there are those who instead go out 
of their way to find and attract as many of 
these creatures as possible. 

Bush Blitz is a species discovery program 
that operates around Australia, setting up 
camp in specific locations that have been 
identified to have gaps in the research and 
cataloguing of species that populate that 
environment. 

Throughout March the team at Bush Blitz, 
along with local scientists from the Queen 
Victoria Museum and art Gallery and The 
Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery, as well 
as personnel from the Australian Defence 
Force set up camp in the Stony Head Mili-
tary Training Area, just a short drive from 
George Town. 

The purpose of their mission? To identify, 
find and catalogue the various flora and 
fauna inhabiting the area, with the potential 
of discovering a completely new species. 
David Maynard, the Curator of Natural 
Sciences at the Queen Victoria Museum 
and Art Gallery said that identifying these 
species was key to being able to adequately 
manage the natural environment. 

“Humans know a lot about the charismatic 
species like mammals, 98% of mammals 
are already known even though there’s only 
about 5 or 6 thousand species on the planet, 
yet insects are the most abundant and 
diverse group of animals, there could be 5 
million species on the planet, yet we only 
know 1 million of them.”

“What are the other 4 million and what’s 
their role in the ecology and the planet?”
“Here we are trying to manage whole eco-
systems, yet we don’t understand what lives 

in them.”

In addition to giving a snapshot of the 
current inhabitants of the environment, Mr 
Maynard said it also helps understand how 
new species may be able to live in the envi-
ronment as the climate continues warming.
 
“This work is really important because 
the climate is warming, we know that - it’s 
irrefutable, and that will have great impacts 
on Tasmania’s fauna, and also it’s going to 
let a lot more mainland species live here if 
they get here.” 

“For instance, we’ve found mainland cock-
roaches that ten or twenty years ago simply 
couldn’t have survived the winter here 
because it got too cold and would knock 
them out, however now, our winters are not 
as cold as they used to be.” 

“We might like that as humans, don’t have 
to burn as much firewood, but it also allows 
those things like the Queensland fruit fly 
a greater opportunity to survive here, and 
that’s going to be to Tasmania’s detriment.” 

As I was invited to join a team of Scientists 
heading into the field to look for spiders, as 
a self-confessed arachnophobe I considered 
what life decisions had led me to this point 
in my life. 

I was then informed that the team had a 
technique to let the spiders come to you, 
rather than go looking for them. 
The Technique? The high-tech process of 
leaving your car engine running. 

“There’s many different ways to collect 
insects” Said Mr Maynard, “we’re simply 
idling our diesel ute and we don’t under-
stand why, but it appears that the vibrations 
created are a stimulus to the insects and 
spiders and a lot of those animals will start 

just moving towards the Ute.”

“For us it makes really easy, there’s quite 
dense bush, now we could spend hours try-
ing to rummage through there and maybe 
get some of them.”

“Why when we could idle a Ute and they 
come to us?”

“It’s a much more effective way to do it.”

Much to my delight, it wasn’t all about the 
spiders. The team were cataloguing all types 
of life in the area, including wombats, Tas-
manian devils, moths, moss, and so much 
more. 

Also accompanying the teams of scientists 
was a group of teachers from around Tas-
mania, who were able to learn the tech-
niques and skills being used to observe and 
find wildlife and pass that knowledge on to 
their students via virtual learning. 

Helen Wilson, a grade 6 teacher from Laun-
ceston Church Grammar said the experi-
ence was empowering. 

“Because I’m a generalist, as most primary 
school teachers are, I just wanted to increase 
my skills but not so much about me, it’s 
more about what you can bring back to the 
classroom.” 

Ms Wilson said that the opportunity to 
show the classroom the scientific process 
was exciting to show young people the ca-
reer opportunities available in STEM. 

“We’ve got real scientists here doing real 
jobs, so they can see that if you’re passionate 
about something, it can become your job.” 

Bush Blitz Manager Jo Harding said that 
although the Stony Head site is not acces-
sible to the public, anyone can get involved 
with Bush Blitz from the comfort of their 
own backyard. 

“We do have a virtual bush blitz and you 
can get on to it via the web, or you can get 
an app on your phone and you can take 
photos of plants and animals and insects 
that you see that you want to know more 
about.”

“Maybe you want it identified, or you want 
to know whether this is rare, whether it’s 
common. If you put it on iNatrualist and we 
have what’s called backyard species discov-
ery”

“We did have a situation where a lady in 
Wollongong took a photo of a spider on her 
recycling bin and she posted it online and a 
spider expert from the museum of Mel-
bourne saw it and said ‘I think that’s a new 
species.’”

“He connected with her, she packed it up 
and sent it to him and it was a new species 
of spider, so it’s very possible to discover a 
new species.”

To learn more about Bush Blitz, visit 
www.bushblitz.org.au 

Read more on Bush Blitz, and see a larg-
er collection of Images & videos online 
at www.TamarValleyNews.com.au

Species Discovery Important for local 
Environmental Management

Above: A team of Scientists lead by David Maynard (left) search for spiders and other insects drawn to vibrations of the idling engine



www.TamarValleyNews.com.au8

Local Business Wins Big in 
Prestigious Awards
LAUNCESTON, Tasmania - Local skincare 
company Embalm Skincare shines once 
again in two prestigious beauty industry 
awards across nine categories.

Both awards carefully select highly-regard-
ed beauty products for their performance 
and use of top-rated natural andvorganic 

cosmetic ingredients.

Embalm Skincare was created by Laun-
ceston local Mel Driver after attaining a 
Diploma in Organic Skincare Science. 

Mel experienced a nasty reaction to synthet-
ic personal care products and promised to 

create skincare products that were safe and 
effective for sensitive skin types, without 
being misled by marketing messages.

Awarded ‘Best Hypo-Allergenic Skin-
care Range Australia’ by the international 
Health, Beauty & Wellness Awards hosted 
by LUXlife, Mrs. Driver is ecstatic to hear 

that her products continue to be acknowl-
edged.

The company has also been recognised for 
six of their bestselling products including 
the Pampering Body Lotion, Invigorat-
ing Body Scrub, Instant Glow Face Mask, 
Uplifting Cleanser, Luxurious Face Cream, 
the Nurturing Organic Rosehip Oil and two 
awards for the Soothing Lip Balm as Best 
Lip Balm and best vegan lip balm in the 
national Organic Beauty
Awards.

“It’s an absolute honour to continuously be 
recognised by industry leaders, which con-
firms what our customers are saying about 
these amazing products”, says Mel Driver.

The range has multiple certifications 
including Made Safe, Allergy Free, Toxic 
Free, certified by Safe Cosmetics Australia 
and is accredited Cruelty-Free and Vegan 
by internationally acclaimed animal rights 
organisation PETA.

“We are thrilled to be recognized at this 
year’s awards. These accolades recognise 
our mission to future-proof skin around 
the world and the efficacy of our products, 
which assist with the appearance of more 
youthful, healthy-looking and beautiful
skin”, Mrs Driver says.

The most recent awards are valued additions 
to the Embalm Skincare trophy cabinet, 
now totalling 27 award wins picked up by 
the Tasmanian proud business over the past 
eight years.

The range is suitable for busy women who 
don’t have the time nor patience for lengthy 
routines. 

Mel Driver believes “skin care should be 
simple, quick and deliver results. There’s 
no need to overcomplicate things and use a 
multitude of products
to achieve a beautiful complexion.”

Embalm Skincare’s range of face and body 
care products is available to buy online at 
embalmskincare.com.au and at selected 
retailers across Tasmania.

Embalm Skincare is looking to expand its 
network of retail stockists with the goal of 
being readily available in all states across 
Australia and New Zealand by the end of 
2021.

Prefer to Read Online? 

Sign up to receive the
digital edition delivered via

email for FREE!

VOTE  1  MICHELLE 

O’BYRNE
Working for Tasmanians

BASS

Authorised by Ross H
art, 105 C
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eron Street Launceton 7250
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Crossword

The night sky this month:

To learn more about space & astronomy, visit the
Planetarium at the QVMAG

Visit
www.qvmag.tas.gov.au

As the seasons change we also see changes in the night sky.
Throughout summer and into autumn our evening skies have been host
to the great hunter, Orion. Orion is easily recognisable with the three
bright stars that mark his belt, evenly spaced and in a line, standing out
very well. These stars also mark the base of the well known "Iron Pot" or
saucepan.With the passing of the autumn equinox we find Orion lying in
the north west in the early evening, setting a little earlier each night.
During April, as Orion sets, it will be replaced by another easily
recognisable constellation, Scorpius, rising in the east.

We see different stars at different times of the year because as we
orbit around the Sun the night time side of the Earth — that is, the side
facing away from the Sun — points in different directions in space. As
seen from Earth, Orion and Scorpius are roughly opposite each other in
space and so we see them at opposite times of the year in
approximately the same part of the sky at approximately the same time
of night.

April begins with the moon approaching third quarter, which occurs on
Sunday the 4th. This date also sees the end of daylight saving and so
we will have good dark evenings for the beginning of the month, ideal
for star gazing, if the weather is clear.

New moon will occur on April 12, after which it will become increasingly
apparent in our evening skies, reaching full moon towards the end of
the month on April 27.

Those out and about in the early morning will be able to see Saturn and
Jupiter, both of which will be well above the horizon to the east before
dawn.

senator.abetz@aph.gov.au (03) 6224 3707
Authorised by Eric Abetz, 136 Davey St, Hobart TAS 7000

Liberal Senator for TASMANIA
EricABETZ

Serving all 
Tasmanians
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There are three key areas to focus on when preparing your home for sale to help you get the best
price:

1. Make simple repairs - One of the biggest turn-offs for buyers is wear and tear such as chipped
tiles, cracked windows, scuffed paintwork, stained carpets, and other obvious signs of damage.
These unsightly areas instantly alert buyers there is work required, which can diminish their initial
enthusiasm for your property and lower the price they are prepared to pay.Discuss with your
agent which areas you should overhaul before holding open homes. You want to ensure you are
increasing appeal without overcapitalising.

2. Clean and declutter - Study other houses currently on the market and you will see they have
been decluttered, cleaned thoroughly, and may even have been styled to look modern and
pristine.Removing lots of clutter makes the prospective buyer able to see the room properly while
more importantly, making the room appear larger.Cleaning the house, even hidden areas such as
under the sink, makes the house look well-cared for. This gives the buyer a subliminal impression
that the house has been well-maintained and there should be no hidden problems.

3. Style your home - Styling is another instant facelift that can give your property a fresh look
which appeals to buyers. You can hire a stylist to take care of this for you, or hire furniture and
accessories and do it yourself.

287 Invermay Road, Invermay, 7248 
kyle@parryproperty.com.au 

0499 440 141 

KYLE
BARRETT 
Northern Tasmanian Real Estate Specialist 

Contact Kyle today for a no obligation,
FREE market update of your home or
investments. 

Substantial rewards offered in 
exchange for information about 
unsolved murders
People who provide information leading 
to the conviction of offenders for unsolved 
murders in Tasmania are now eligible for a 
$500,000 reward.

Assistant Commissioner Jonathan Hig-
gins said that there were currently seven 
unsolved murder or suspected murder 
investigations cases in Tasmania with 
current rewards for information leading to 
a conviction. 

These rewards vary in amounts from 
$30,000 to $250,000.

“These rewards are an important investiga-
tive tool that may entice people with crucial 
information to come forward and provide 
this to police.” Assistant Commissioner 
Higgins said.

“Today I’m pleased to announce that 
rewards for these cases have increased sig-
nificantly to $500,000 each.”
The cases include:

• Nancy Grunwaldt, who went miss-

ing from the east coast in 1993. Extensive 
investigations have been carried out but she 
has never been located. Nancy’s original 
reward was $30,000.

• Victoria Cafasso, was murdered 
on Beaumaris Beach on the east coast in 
1995. No one has been charged after several 
lengthy investigations. Victoria’s original 
reward was $50,000.

• Paul Winston Byrne was reporting 
missing in 1996. It is strongly suspected 
he was murdered in Rossarden in north-
east Tasmania. Paul’s original reward was 
$100,000.

• Helen Munnings disappeared from 
the Burnie area around 23 July 2008. The 
Coroner determined that Helen died in 
Burnie on or about this day. It is strongly 
suspected she was murdered. Helen’s origi-
nal reward was $250,000.

• Simon Crisp was shot dead in 
the carpark of the Marrawah Hotel in the 
north-west in 2013. After extensive investi-

gations, no one has been charged. Simon’s 
original reward was $50,000.

• Eve Askew, 14, was reported 
missing from her home in Fitzgerald in 
southern Tasmania in November 1991. She 
has never been located and it’s believed she 
met with foul play. Eve’s original reward was 
$100,000.

• Christopher Dean Watkins disap-
peared from a unit in Box St, Mayfield, on 
or about 7 August 2013. 
There is significant, credible information 
that he was abducted and murdered. Exten-
sive investigations have been undertaken 
but no one has been charged in relation to 
his murder. Christopher’s original reward 
was $50,000.

Assistant Commissioner Higgins said that 
police investigations were never closed until 
those responsible were brought to justice.

“Families always deserve answers to what 
happened to their loved ones and we owe it 
to them to find those answers.” He said.

“In the passage of time someone’s circum-
stances and allegiances may have changed 
and the offer of a life-changing amount of 
money may be the motivation they need to 
come forward.

“This kind of money allows a fresh start.”

Assistant Commissioner Higgins said that 
police strongly believed that there were 
people who had vital information that could 
lead to a conviction in these cases.

“If you have information about any of these 
cases, please come forward and help us 
provide some kind of closure to the families 
and loved ones of the victims.” He said.

Anyone with information that could 
assist our police investigations and 
to help solve these cases is asked to 
contact Police on 131 444 or Crime 
Stoppers on 1800 333 000 or online at 
crimestopperstas.com.au.
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By Ben Holden - Club Captain 

Riverside Tennis Club decided this year 
to divide our championships into three 
separate days for doubles, mixed doubles 
and singles. 

This proved popular with entrants and gave 
us three lovely, socially orientated Saturday 
afternoons, each of which culminated with 
a barbecue for spectators and entrants while 
grand finals were being played.

We were blessed with two beautiful after-
noons on February 27th (mixed doubles) 
and March 20th (men’s and ladies’ doubles), 
and after some shocking weather yesterday 
(27th March) morning, the courts, which 
were unplayable at midday, literally dried 
out just in time for matches to begin at 2pm, 
and decent afternoon’s weather followed.

In Open (A Grade) mixed doubles, a replay 
of last year’s final saw mother and son 
Belinda and Campbell Young defeat Dasha 
Nepustilova and Dennis Harding 6/2 6/4. 

In B Grade mixed doubles, Launceston ten-
nis legend and father of international tennis 
coach David Macpherson, Ian Macpherson, 
won his third mixed title in a row, this time 
with new partner Jennifer Meadows, un-
defeated in a round robin style event, with 
Briony O’Hara and Dan Koesmapahlawan 
runners-up.

In Open Men’s doubles, Andrew Roberts 
and Ged Parsons coasted to a 6/1 6/3 win 
over Matt Webb and Manning Mitchell.

In B Grade men’s doubles, Ian Macpherson 
once again made it three in a row, with new 
partner Brendan Stanborough, undefeated 
in their round robin, with Phil Baker and 
Dan Koesmapahlawan runners-up.

In Open ladies’ doubles, cousins Roxie 
Holden and Belinda Young claimed their 
record eighth title together in a see saw-
ing match played in great spirit against Jo 
Thwaites and Dasha Nepustilova, winning 
the last three points of a deciding third set 
match tie break for a 6/4 5/7 (10-8) win.

In B grade ladies’ doubles, Carol Douglas 
and Briony O’Hara claimed a tightly fought 
round robin event, with Kit Dunham and 
Jacqui Green the runners-up.

In Open men’s singles, we were treated 
to a high quality final between two high 
class players. Club coach Jason Fletcher 
was made to work for a 6/4 6/3 win over 
Andrew Roberts.

In B grade men’s singles, two young champs 
in the making played a two hour classic 
which finished under lights and delayed the 
presentation ceremony! 

Oliver Murray defeated Hudson Young 6/4 
7/6 in an impressive match which featured 

Prefer to Read Online? 

Sign up to receive the
digital edition delivered via

email for FREE!

great serving, sharp net play and intelligent-
ly played long rallies featuring some great 
depth balls. 

The crowd who gathered to watch were 
highly impressed, and the boys’ sportsman-
ship was fantastic.  

In B grade ladies’ singles, ladies’ doubles 
partners and champions from the previous 
weekend, Carol Douglas and Briony O’Hara 
faced off for the singles title, Carol coming 
back from a set down to win in a third set 
match tie break, 4/6 6/4 (10-3).

Below: Roxie Holden & Belinda Young (Photo: Supplied)

Above: Hudson Young (serving) and partner Richard Young. Over net Ian Macpherson and Brendan Stanborough. (Photo: Suppled)

Riverside Tennis Club Champion-
ships Showcase Local Sporting Talent
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By Don Walton

“Nereus” was a seagoing bucket dredge, 
built in 1897 by Fleming & Ferguson Ltd 
in Paisley, Scotland. She was 697 gross 
tonnage.

The first owners were Punchard, Lowther 
& Co of Waterford, Ireland in 1897, then 
known as the “Canton River” for the Hong 
Kong and Whampoa Dock Co. Ltd., Hong 
Kong in 1902, Sydney Harbour Trust 1913, 
Penguin Salvage Co, and finally the Leven 
Harbour Trust Ulverstone Tasmania in 
1930.

The story begins in September 1930 when 
tenders for the purchase of the dredg-
er “Nereus” were sought by the Sydney 
Harbour Trust. She was purchased by the 
Penguin Salvage Co in late 1930 for £525.

In November 1930 Mr. Edward Hobbs 
(MHA), chairman of the Leven Harbour 
Trust, came to Sydney to negotiate the 
purchase of the “Nereus” for £2500. Before 
settling on the final price, Mr Hobbs further 
requested she be drydocked at Cockatoo 
Island, overhauled, surveyed by the Naviga-

tion Dept, have her hull painted, and then 
delivered to Ulverstone, Tasmania. This in-
creased the price to £4300, eventual settling 
on £4000. The survey proved satisfactory, 
and the dredge was to leave for Ulverstone 
within a fortnight. 

On Friday 9th January 1931 “Nereus” was 
granted a permit to leave Sydney under her 
own steam by the Navigation Dept. She was 
due to arrive at Ulverstone towards the end 
of the week.

“Nereus” (then under command of Captain 
Sydney Walpole Muir) left Sydney in the af-
ternoon, putting into Botany Bay two hours 
later for minor repairs, the ports to the 
accommodation were found to be leaking 
slightly, and a steam pipe through the crew’s 
quarters made it too hot and uncomfort-
able. 

Repairs were completed by Sunday and 
“Nereus” departs Botany Bay at daylight 
however, rough weather forced Captain 
Muir to put into Jervis Bay for shelter. 

Tuesday 13th January - On the way south, 
some of the men were frightened by sea or 

spray down the stokehold fiddley, and had 
demanded the Captain put into Huskisson, 
Jervis Bay.

On Wednesday 14th January - It was later 
reported, that five members of the crew 
refused to go further in the dredge. The 
Navigation Dept then ordered that “Nereus” 
not be allowed to proceed further unless in 
tow or accompanied by an escort, in view of 
her behaviour on the voyage from Sydney to 
Jervis Bay. 

At Jervis Bay, Capt Muir received a “round 
robin”, signed by eight members of the crew, 
setting out that in view of the dredge’s be-
haviour in a moderate sea, they did not con-
sider her seaworthy, and desired the advice 
or an Officer of the Navigation Department.

The letter read:  “To the Master, We the 
undersigned members of the crew hereby 
give notice that, in view of her behaviour in 
an only moderate sea yesterday, we do not 
consider the vessel seaworthy for the voyage 
to Tasmania, and desire you to obtain the 
advice of an officer of the Navigation De-
partment.”

The Captain and Mate, together with the 
men made their way back to Sydney where 
a new crew was signed on, several new men 
and a mate (Mr. Scarborough) arrived, and 
with Captain Fitzgerald as master in place 
of Captain Muir — who did not return and 
they returned to Huskisson.

The Navigation Dept was satisfied with 
the ship but wanted her escorted along the 
coast, by a fishing boat. The launch which 
escorted the Nereus from Jervis Bay had to 
“turn in” and take shelter behind Montague 
Island while the dredge went on alone. 

Wednesday 21st January - On board “Nere-
us” leaving Eden were:

Owner Rep - James Williams  (Penguin 
Salvage)
Captain  - Keith Fitzgerald 
Mate - Harold Scarborough (30 yo)
Chief Engineer - Edward James Pearce
Second Engineer - Charles Frederick Hugh 
McDermott
Fireman - David P Carey
Trimmer/Fireman - Sinclair Arthur Quinn
Fireman - Sidney James Percival  (Joined 
Jervis Bay)
AB - Conrad Napier (Joined in Eden)
AB - Alfred de Zrinyl
AB - R Limberg
Cook - A Williams

“Nereus” departs Eden at 7 am with enough 
coal to take her to Tasmania and steamed 
on to about 30 miles west of Cape Everard 
when a southerly gale was encountered, 
she struck adverse weather conditions with 
fierce headwinds so that her coal sup-
plies dwindled alarmingly before she had 
progressed very far, and it was decided to 
return to Eden for more supplies.  

Tuesday 10th February -  It was antici-
pated that the “Nereus” would leave Eden 
on Tuesday morning in tow, and that she 
would, with ordinary weather, be off Ulver-
stone first thing on Friday morning. The tug 
would be unable to enter the Leven and the 
dredge would have virtually a full crew and 
would steam in. 

To be Continued in the May Edition of 
Tamar Valley News

Tales of the Tamar

Meetings are held on the 3rd Monday each month, starting at 7.30 pm, usually at The Grove, 25 Cimitiere St, George Town. 
January, February and March meetings are held at Low Head, Hillwood & the Piper District respectively.

Meetings are free and open to the public, but a gold coin donation towards supper is appreciated.

Annual Memberships:  $15 single; $25 couple; $5 students - due in October.

NEXT MEETING

MONDAY, 17th March At the Grove, 25 Cimitere St at 7.30 pm

Speaker: Mike McCausland

Topic: “William Lushington Goodwin”

Website: www.gtdhs.com Email: info@gtdhs.com

GEORGE TOWN & DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC.

Above: The “Nereus” Circa 1920s (Photo: Supplied) 
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