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The Importance of Local Sports Clubs
The COVID-19 pandemic has presented an 
assortment of challenges for most organi-
sations across Australia, and local sporting 
events were not immune to this. 

Local sport at George Town may have 
been put on hold throughout the worst of 
the pandemic, however that didn’t stop 
the clubs from making investments to 
improve the facilities in preparation for a 
much-needed return to the football field.

As we adjust to a “new normal”, both the 
George Town Football Club and George 
Town Junior Football Club are keen to get 
back on the field with their recently upgrad-
ed facilities. 

“We weren’t lazy during the off season, we 
took the advantage to do a number of up-
grades” Said President of the George Town 
Junior Football Club, Shane Power. 

The facility has been brought up to a much 

higher standard, with a new change facility, 
lighting towers and the mini grandstands 
being just some of the upgrades the clubs 
undertook. 

After being isolated due to COVID-19 lock-
downs last year, the club hope to get kids 
back into team sports to promote the sense 
of what it means to be in a team, having fun 
& staying healthy with exercise. 

“I guess for George Town, it’s that sense 

of community pride and that we want to 
represent our town.” Said George Town 
Football Club president Lynette Burt.

“If we can’t get teams up, it’s going to go less 
and less and in 4 years-time there’ll be no 
football and that’s not what we want.”

Read More on pages 6 & 7

Solution to Rice Grass Proposed
Page 8

York Town History Discovered
Page 4
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Local Legends to be recognised in 
the Tamar Valley News
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Recipients will have their stories featured in the Tamar Valley News, as well as on our website and social
media pages.

 
If you know someone deserving, then this is a great opportunity to give them recognition and

encouragement for all that they do!

Know someone in the community doing
great things to help others? 

A volunteer in the local community 
A caring neighbour 
Someone who gives back
Anyone who helps the community

They might be:

We want to know them too!

Nominate them for the Tamar Valley News Local Legend of the Month!

To nominate someone, visit www.TamarValleyNews.com.au/Nominate

Tamar Valley News is proud to be 
launching the Local Legend of the 
Month. 

This program will be featured in the 
Tamar Valley News each month, 
with the aim of recognising the 
ordinary people in our community, 
doing extraordinary things. 

We are lucky in the Tamar Valley to 
have such a tremendous group of 
community members who go over 
and above to help others everyday, 

and it’s important to recognise and 
encourage this behaviour and com-
munity spirit. 

You can nominate any communi-
ty member you think is worthy of 
recognition for their community 
contributions. 

They might be a friend, volunteer, 
neighbour or business owner – or 
anyone else in the community who 
gives back. 

Each month we will publish a story 
about the “Local Legend” in the 
newspaper, as well as producing a 
short video of their story to share 
across social media. 

While it’s important that people 
don’t volunteer or engage in acts of 
kindness purely for recognition, it’s 
also important that we recognise 
those who go the extra mile. 

If you know anyone deserving of 
recognition in the Tamar Valley, we 

encourage you to nominate them. 

To make a nomination, 
visit www.TamarValleyNews.com.
au/Nominate 
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Historical reference book published after 20 
years of work by local history enthusiasts

A book that has been 20 years in the mak-
ing aims to establish a well-researched and 
thorough historical text covering the com-
plete and complex history of York Town, 
from its inception through to its present day 
remains and artefacts. 

Located a short 10-minute drive from 
Beaconsfield and once the home of settlers 
and convicts, The York Town of today is a 
quiet area offering a peaceful historical walk 
through the local bushland, however many 
years ago, before the existence of Laun-
ceston as a city, York Town was a bustling 
town. 

York Town was previously thought to 
have been the home to around 181 people, 
however one of the books three authors 
and President of the West Tamar Historical 
Society, John Dent, says this is no longer 
believed to be the case.

“We found 205 names of people who were 
actually at the first settlement.” 

A brief biography of the people living at the 
settlement has been included in the book, 
which has been prepared by Alma Ranson, 
the third author of the book. 

“It took us quite a while to do the research 

because we found quite a lot of information 
that hadn’t previously been published.”

Whilst there are some previous publica-
tions about the history of York Town, they 
mostly tell a story about the settlers landing 
at George Town and where they went from 
there. 

“We’ve been able to piece together the story 
of the settlement” John Said.

The book adds value to the story, as well 
as correcting the public record with newly 
found information and evidence discovered 
through archaeological digging at the site. 
Mr Dent said he became interested in the 
history of York Town after he found his 
fourth great grandfather, James Hortle was a 
soldier in the original settlement. 

“Richard Hooper who has since passed 
away, called a meeting 21 years ago onsite 
for anyone interested. Helen and I turned 
up and we had a look around the site and 
realised that there was a lot more to be 
found.” 

York Town is now Heritage listed and has 
undergone archaeological excavation to un-
cover missing history and learn more about 
our ancestors. 

The information previously available was 
good at the time of publication, but there is 
a lot more that is now available, something 
Mr Dent says can add much more richness 
to the story. 

The site isn’t much to look at today, how-
ever after conducting archaeological digs, 
historians have been able to estimate there 
must have been at least 50 buildings in the 
1804 settlement.

“All the other sites have had biographies of 
the people, and a considerable amount of 
history written about them, so we thought it 
was time for this foundation of Launceston, 
we thought it deserved a bit of a record of 
it.”

The book has quite an extensive range of 
information coming in at almost 500 pages. 
“It’s a resource there for people, researching 
family history, who can use this book rather 
than having to go to England and get the 
information.”

The authors have tried to combine every-
thing all in the one place, saying the book is 
really 3 books in one. 

The York Town population was mostly 
home to convicts, with a smaller portion of 

the population being made up of soldiers 
and free settlers. 

Once the convicts had served their sen-
tence, most stayed in Van Diemen’s Land, 
rather than moving back to Sydney. 

“The British Government didn’t want to 
send them back to Sydney, they wanted to 
get rid of them.” 

“That’s when they had to make a living for 
themselves.” Said Mr Dent. 

Settlers suffered severe food shortages 
because the ships were unable to cross the 
Bass Straight through winter, so food had to 
be rationed, and Kangaroos were hunted. 

The conflict already going on between the 
settlers and the Aboriginal population was 
exacerbated by the new European settlers 
now hunting the same food source relied 
upon by the local aborigines. 

Some examples of the narratives included 
in the book detail stories of some convicts 
escaping and then going on to become 
bushrangers, whilst others would simply 
steal food. 

“They were hung for stealing food as an ex-
ample to the rest of the community to show 
stealing food was a serious crime.” 

Convicts who committed serious crimes 
were sent back to Sydney for trial and then 
sent back to Van Diemen’s Land for execu-
tion.

Originally 205 people came here, however 
more ships arrived and the numbers even-
tually peaked at 300. 

Due to Norfolk Island being difficult to 
access, the site closed down and they sent 
5 settlers to Addison’s Creek, just south of 
York Town. After finding the area not very 
suitable they moved to what is now known 
as Launceston. 

After hearing rumours of the French ex-
ploring the area and looking to settle in Van 
Diemen’s Land, Lieutenant William Patter-
son resided in York Town as the local look 
out, but there’s much more detail about this 
(and more) in the new book – “York Town; 
a respectable looking village”

The West Tamar Historical Society hope 
to use the funds raised from book sales to 
conduct further archaeological digs at York 
Town and discover more remains. 
To learn more or order a copy of the book, 
you can find their contact details on their 
website www.westtamarhs.com/ 

Advertise Here
Be seen by a local, engaged audience and support locally owned, independent journalism at the same time!

Email zac@hyperlocalmedia.info today for a FREE, no-obligation quote! 

Above: West Tamar Historical Society President and Author John Dent with a copy of the new book.
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Exeter Show 
ready to go in 
2022

The Exeter Show Society committee was 
disappointed to have to cancel the show for 
2021. 

It was a decision not taken lightly and 
every avenue was explored. However the 
committee is already planning for 2022. 

The show grounds are owned and main-
tained by the Exeter Show Society Inc. 
which is a small group of volunteers 
dedicated in continuing the show in to the 
future. 

There is always a lot to do, even when the 
show is not running.  For example, the 
grounds need regular mowing, brush cut-
ting, fertilizing, watering and the outbuild-
ings need regular maintenance. 

There is also the administrative side, with 
the necessity of applying for grants and 
organizing other projects big and small. 

The Show Society is currently seeking 
funds to rebuild the old club rooms and 
our most recent project was to build two 
ambient toilets not only for show day 
but for our other users which include the 
cricket club, football clubs, West Tamar 
Municipal Band, woodworkers and the 
Exeter Art Studios etc. 

If you are retired or currently at a loss as to 
what to do with your time, why not join us. 

You would be most welcome and we are 
sure we can find you something to do!

If you are interested in volunteering with 
the Exeter Show Society, or want to learn 
more about getting involved, you can 
contact them at  exetershow.secretary@
gmail.com or via their Facebook page. 

Woodchopping at the Exeter Show (Photo: Supplied)

National submarine challenge to 
provide opportunities to local  
students

The Australian Maritime College (AMC) 
is proud to partner with Re-Engineering 
Foundation Australia (REA) to bring its 
renowned SUBS in Schools Technology 
Challenge to Tasmania for the first time. 

Tasmanian primary and high school 
students will have the opportunity to hone 
their STEM and teamwork skills when 
they design and build a model submarine 
or remotely operated vehicle as part of the 
challenge. The state heats are set to run in 
September or October, 2021.

AMC will then host the SUBS in Schools 
Technology Challenge national final at the 
University of Tasmania’s Newnham campus 
in December 2021, during which the win-
ners from each of the state heats will vie for 
the title of national champion. 

AMC Principal, Michael van Balen AO 
said growing Tasmania’s science, technolo-
gy, engineering and mathematics (STEM) 
capacity was a strategic priority for the 
University. 

“We believe that students, particularly those 
who are just starting their STEM journey, 
need to be able to see examples of what they 
aspire to be and the pathway that leads to 
achieving those goals,” Mr van Balen said.

“Team-based competitions such as SUBS 
in Schools play a critical role in engaging 
and inspiring these bright young scientists, 
engineers and problem solvers. 

“As Australia’s national institute for mari-
time education, research and training, AMC 
is well-placed to help foster these skills and 
build awareness of the vast career opportu-
nities in the naval shipbuilding sector.” 

REA national event coordinator Deborah 
Maloney said the program was conceived 
in response to the Australian Government’s 
announcement of the $50 billion Future 
Submarine Program.

“The SUBS in Schools Technology Chal-
lenge is the world’s first in-class submarine 
design competition. It has been successfully 
delivered in schools across Australia for the 
past six years, and we are delighted to be 
bringing the program to Tasmania for the 
first time in 2021,” Ms Maloney said.

“The tasks faced by the students are no 
less complex than those faced by engineers 
working on real maritime projects. As 
well as building their STEM literacy, the 
opportunity for students to collaborate with 
industry as a means of solving these prob-
lems helps develop their communication 
and teamwork skills.”

Tasmanian Government Minister for 
Advanced Manufacturing and Defence 
Industries Jeremy Rockliff welcomed the 
announcement.

“It is wonderful to see our world-leading 
AMC leading this initiative in Tasmania for 
the first time, which will no doubt inspire 
more Tasmanian students to pursue exciting 
careers in STEM,” Minister Rockliff said. 
 
“Opportunities such as this take learning 
from the classroom into the real world and 
students can get wider appreciation of the 
diversity in STEM career pathways. I con-
gratulate AMC and everyone involved with 
innovative program.” 

The SUBS in Schools program is based 
on the framework of REA’s F1 in Schools 
competition.
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Local Sports Clubs

The COVID-19 pandemic has presented an 
assortment of challenges for most organi-
sations across Australia, and local sporting 
events were not immune to this. 

Local sport at George Town may have 
been put on hold throughout the worst of 
the pandemic, however that didn’t stop 
the clubs from making investments to 
improve the facilities in preparation for a 
much-needed return to the football field. 

As we adjust to a “new normal”, both the 
George Town Football Club and George 
Town Junior Football Club are keen to get 
back on the field with their recently upgrad-
ed facilities. 

“We weren’t lazy during the off season, we 
took the advantage to do a number of up-

grades” Said President of the George Town 
Junior Football Club, Shane Power. 

The facility has been brought up to a much 
higher standard, with a new change facility, 
lighting towers and the mini grandstands 
being just some of the upgrades the clubs 
undertook. 

After being isolated due to COVID-19 lock-
downs last year, the club hope to get kids 
back into team sports to promote the sense 
of what it means to be in a team, having fun 
& staying healthy with exercise. 

“I guess for George Town, it’s that sense 
of community pride and that we want to 
represent our town.” Said George Town 
Football Club president Lynette Burt.

“If we can’t get teams up, it’s going to go less 
and less and in 4 years-time there’ll be no 
football and that’s not what we want.”

The club want to promote a culture that is 
inclusive and provides opportunities for 
success along with being safe and fun. 

“We might not have the high-profile players, 
but we have the club culture, the people that 
are here want to be here and have a bit of 
fun and look after each other.” She said. 

As part of their mission to grow a positive 
and healthy club culture, Speak up stay 
chatty were invited to hold a session with 
both the ladies and men’s teams. 

“We think that message around mental 
health is really important in small commu-

nities.”

Whilst participation numbers have been 
good, the club are hoping to transfer those 
numbers into more registrations. For those 
eligible, Communities Tasmania offers a 
ticket to play program which provides 2 x 
vouchers valued up to $100 to go towards 
membership fees for children aged 5-18. 

More information about the program 
can be found at communities.tas.gov.
au/ticket-to-play.

Asides from club members, Shane says “you 
can never have enough volunteers.”

Volunteers help to maintain the grounds, set 
up cones and generally make sure the club 
is a welcoming, safe and fun environment. 

Above: Former AFL Player Jay Shultz and George Town Junior Football Club President Shane Power with junior football players at the George Town Football Club
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Survive Pandemic

Spectators are always welcome to watch the 
game for a small entry fee. 

Former AFL player Jay Shultz was invited 
along to help the club out and help the kids 
to improve their skills along with encourag-
ing new members to join. 

He was only too happy to help out, having 
come from a small town himself. 

“I know how important local footy is and 
junior footy especially.”

Jay Shultz says junior football clubs are a 
good cause to support saying he wouldn’t 
have got the chance to play AFL without it. 

The former AFL player now running his 
own kicking academy helping kids to im-
prove their skills on the football field. 

“What I specifically coach has been kicking, 
it’s what I was known for.” 

After realising he had a talent for coaching 
football, Jay says the biggest thing he gets 
out of helping out is watching the kids grow 
and gain confidence. 

“I’ve trained 70 kids in Melbourne and here 
and they’ve all improved. I firmly believe 
anyone can improve kicking no matter how 
old you are.”

For those wanting to get into AFL as a 
career, Jay says, the best thing you can do 
is enjoy it and be around people that are 
trying to teach you. 

“It’s just about having fun, being around 
your local club, being around your commu-
nity and making good friends.”

Community Newspapers
are growing...

Grow your business, and support local journalism! 
 

Email zac@hyperlocalmedia.info or visit
www.TamarValleyNews.com.au/advertise to learn more!

Above: Former AFL Player Jay Shultz demonstrates kicking skills to some eager junior football players
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Campaign to fix the rice grass  
proposes possible solution

For many in the Tamar Valley, the Tamar 
River Estuary is a growing concern, and 
topic of discussion in our households and 
communities. 

While many focus on the very obvious mud 
problem that plagues the estuary, there is a 
second major problem facing the Tamar. 

Rice grass was planted on the banks of the 
Tamar Estuary in the 1920’s, and it has tak-
en hold of the are since then, leading to one 
of the world’s largest rice grass infestations 
– not a record we should be aiming to set. 

Rice grass can transform open intertidal 
mudflats into tall, dense vegetation, and al-
though this can provide some habitat value, 
it destroys valuable environmental assets 
such as sandy beaches. 

This can be seen in the example of Gravelly 
Beach, what was once a popular spot for 
swimming and gathering is now overrun 
with rice grass, blocking access to the water. 

The invasive weed also causes build ups of 
large quantities of silt and debris along the 
edges of the estuary, which may exclude all 
native flora and fauna. 

In addition, rice grass creates monocultures 
that can exclude all other native plants. 
Provoked by the lack of action on these 
issues, a local group was formed called 
the Tamar Action Group, with the aim to 
advocate for action to be taken – first with 
temporary measures, to be then followed 
through with permanent solutions.

But what is the solution to the Rice Grass 
problem? 

Chair of the Tamar Action Group, Andrew 
Lovitt, said there are a number of possible 
solutions. 

“Rice Grass can be removed 1 of 3 ways.”

“The ‘approved for the purpose’ poison 
called fusillade.   But though it’s approved, 
using any type of poison is widely unpop-
ular – especially on the scale that would be 
needed on the Tamar.”

“It can also be dug or dredged by hand, or 
machine, but it’s both very difficult and 
expensive.”

“The 3rd way is elegant, and economical. 
Rice Grass drowns in fresh water. It can 
then be scooped up and used for fertiliser.”
The use of fresh water is an obvious choice 
for removing the Rice Grass, but how can 
this be achieved? 

Luckily, the Tamar Action Group have an 
idea for this too. 

“Most folk have heard of the concept called 
Tamar Lake.” Said Mr Lovitt

“A barrage on the river, as has been done on 
many other rivers and estuaries around the 
world, creates a freshwater lake above the 
barrage with locks for vessels, ladders for 
eels etc.”

“This would be best based at Point Rapid 

near Rowella.”

The idea of a barrage would be expensive, 
a fact that the Tamar Action Group do not 
deny, however they say that according to a 
feasibility study by an international consul-
tant, there was no doubt the project would 
pay for itself. 

“The economic benefits would be enor-
mous.”

 “Houseboats would be able to use the lake 
and be popular all year round. They cannot 
currently because of the dangerous speeds 
of the tides.”

“Thanks to the natural beauty of the valley, 
it would be hailed as Australia’s version of 
Lake Como.”

“This would also make it more attractive 
for cruise ships to visit Beauty Point and do 
local tours including the vineyards.”

“Fresh water for the proposed irrigation and 
hydrogen projects would be more economi-
cally available.”

“Both these projects would provide employ-
ment along with ancillary industries and 
services.” 

 “Real Estate values would rise dramatically 
all along the valley - Not just for those with 
river frontage.”

“Think of the Gold Coast and other resort 
areas around the world. If you are only 1-2 

km from beach or the river your property 
value would still rise significantly.”

“The eradication of the rice grass would 
free up access to the river for other forms of 
boating and the lake would be a mecca for 
freshwater fishing as it would be stocked in 
much the same way as the highland lakes.”

Although the idea of a barrage is well-sup-
ported, it is not without its critics. 

“There are, of course, doubts and misin-
formation about a project to this size and 
scope.”

“For example the fear that a barrage would 
push the silt and sediment problem further 
up the river on the sea side of the barrage.”  
 
“Such a conclusion is not supported by the 
scientific analysis of the 3D hydrodynamic 
modelling done by a specialist consulting 
firm, BMT – which is why the Tamar Action 
Group is calling of an Independent Author-
ity to evaluate this, and other projects – to 
select the best and then implement it.” 

The Tamar Action Group, as part of their 
campaign for action on the Tamar Estuary, 
have produced signs and bumper stickers 
calling for action to fix the rice grass and fix 
the mud. 

For those wanting to get a sign or 
bumper sticker (Pictured Bottom-Left), 
you can contact the Tamar Action 
Group via email at Info@tamarac-
tiongrop.org.au 

Above: Gravelly Beach before the Rice Grass Infestation (Photo:  Supplied) Above: Gravelly Beach Now (Photo:  Andrew Lovitt)

Show your support for action - tamaractiongroup.org.au

RICE GRASS!
FIX THE

Tamar Action Group

PLEASE

65149_tamar river action group sticker_Final.indd   165149_tamar river action group sticker_Final.indd   1 4/2/21   3:36 pm4/2/21   3:36 pm

Left: The “Fix the Rice Grass” bumper 
sticker design from the Tamar Action 
Group. (Supplied)
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The Tamar River, as we’d all agree, is a major asset we share – its history, its health and its influence on
our economic future. We feel the river has been neglected – particularly in regard to the rice grass now
spreading along the mid reaches of the river from Legana to the Batman Bridge.   

There have been decades of concern and very little action. It’s surely time for the people of the West and
East Tamar to speak up. 

The vast majority of the river have been ‘let go’ and the rice grass continues to spread – destroying
property values as well as our enjoyment and access to the river. 

If you care for the Tamar and would like to register your concern, please go to tamaractiongroup.org.au

You’ll have the option to sign up for regular e-mail bulletins on our progress.
 If you have any questions please e-mail info@tamaractiongroup.org.au

IF YOU CARE FOR THE TAMAR
ADVERTISEMENT

Sign our petition and join TAG, the Tamar Action Group.

It’s free and only takes a few seconds when you go to tamaractiongroup.org.au

Gravelly Beach Then Gravelly Beach Now

Windermere prepares for upcoming elections

The electorate of Windermere is gearing up 
for the upcoming legislative council elec-
tions, with both major parties announcing 
their candidates, as well as the announce-
ment of independent candidates. 

Outgoing Legislative Council Member for 
Windermere Ivan Dean announced he will 
not be standing for re-election, instead en-
dorsing independent candidate Will Smith, 
who was named Tasmania’s Young Austra-
lian of the Year in 2020 for his work helping 
disadvantaged young people. 

“I have made the decision to run as an Inde-

pendent, against the major political parties. 
The support of Windermere will be needed 
to make sure they continue to be represent-
ed by an independent person with strong 
values.” Said Mr Smith

Tasmanian Labor announced Geoff Lyons 
has been endorsed as their candidate for 
the seat of Windermere, having previously 
served as the Federal Member for Bass from 
2010 until the next election in 2013 when 
he was defeated in the election by Liberal 
Candidate Andrew Nikolic. 

Labor Leader Rebecca White said with 

Mr Lyons as the candidate, voters had the 
opportunity to install a passionate voice for 
jobs and Tasmania’s economic future in the 
Upper House.

“Labor has a clear, fully costed Working for 
Tasmania jobs plan that will deliver jobs for 
35,000 Tasmanians and Geoff is passionate 
about training our workforce of the future, 
getting Tasmanians secure, rewarding em-
ployment and keeping them in jobs,”

Meanwhile the Liberal Party have followed 
on with the trend to endorse a television 
personality, with Hook Line & Sinker star 

Nick Duigan being endorsed as the Liberal 
Candidate. 

Premier Peter Gutwein said that Nick is 
well-known in the electorate. 

“I am confident Nick will be a great addition 
to the Liberal team, and a fantastic advocate 
for the Windermere electorate, should he be 
successful at the May election.”

Above: Will Smith, independent 
candidate for Windermere. 

(Photo: Facebook)

Above: Geoff Lyons, Labor 
candidate for Windermere. 

(Photo: Facebook)

Above: Nick Duigan, Liberal  
candidate for Windermere. 

(Photo: Facebook)

Above: Ivan Dean, Retiring Mem-
ber for Windermere. 

(Photo: Facebook)
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The West Tamar draft Local Provisions 
Schedules (LPSs) were submitted to the
Tasmanian Planning Commission (TPC) 
on 5 December 2019 and post lodgement,
approval was given on 2 February 2021 to 
publicly exhibit the draft LPSs for 60 days.

“We’re pleased to be able to share the Draft 
Local Provisions Schedules with our
community and receive their feedback. 

The LPSs will enable the implementation 
of
the Tasmanian Planning Scheme in the 
West Tamar and direct the future planning 
in our region for years to come,” Mayor 
Holmdahl said.

This is part of the Tasmanian Govern-
ment’s reform of the State’s planning 
system to
implement a single planning scheme, the 
Tasmanian Planning Scheme, which is
made up of the State Planning Provisions 
(SPPs) and the Local Provisions Schedules 
(LPSs).

The SPPs are designed to provide a consis-
tent set of planning rules and provides for
23 zones and 16 codes that apply State-
wide, making up a suite of controls that are
to be applied by local councils.

The LPSs include zone and overlay maps 

(indicating where the zones and codes
apply), local area objectives, code lists, par-
ticular purpose zones, specific area plans, 
and any site-specific qualifications. 

Each Council is responsible for preparing
the LPSs for their municipal area.

The draft LPSs will be publicly exhibited 
from 22 February 2021 to 30 April 2021.

“Overall, there have not been significant 
changes to zoning, however people in rural
resource and rural living areas in particu-
lar should check what changes might have
been made to their zones, as the Tasma-
nian Planning Scheme has introduced new
requirements in these areas,” Mayor Holm-
dahl said.

The Land Use Planning and Approvals Act 
1993 (The Act) provides that any person
can make a representation (submission) 
on the draft LPSs within the exhibition 
period. Representations must be in writing 
and sent by email to wtc@wtc.tas.gov.au or 
post to the West Tamar Council, PO Box 
16, Riverside TAS 7250. 

They should also include their name and 
contact details (email or postal address).

Representations can be made regarding the 
Local Provisions Schedule but cannot be 

made about the State Planning Provisions 
which contain most of the regulatory
provisions for zones and codes – includ-
ing minimum lot sizes and development 
controls. 

Representations must be received by 5pm 
on 30 April 2021.

Council will consider representations 
received and provide a report to the Tas-
manian Planning Commission on those 
representations. The TPC will undertake a 
statutory assessment of the draft LPSs, the 
representations on the draft LPSs together 
with other matters it is required to consid-
er about each draft LPS.

A Planner is available between 10am and 
3pm Monday to Friday at Council’s
Riverside Office at 2-4 Eden Street.

For detailed enquiries, it is recommended 
to make an appointment with the Munic-
ipal
Planner by calling 03 6323 9300.

Further information and supporting 
documentation, including online map-
ping, can be found on our website:

www.wtc.tas.gov.au/Your-Property/
Planning/Draft-Local-Provisions- 
Schedule

West Tamar Draft Local Provisions Schedules  
Released for Public Consultation

Letters to the Editor

Rebecca - George Town

I am currently living in George Town and 
today took my children for a walk along 
the water but I did not expect to be picking 
up rubbish. 

Luckily, I had a shopping bag in my stroller 
which I over filled with rubbish I found 
along the beach, unfortunately there was 
still a lot I could not collect which will 

make its way out to the ocean. 
George Town is not the first place in Laun-
ceston and surrounding suburbs .

I have noticed a particularly large amount 
of rubbish, in fact every time I’m in the 
car driving, I see a substantial amount 
alongside the roads which usually consists 
of mostly bottles and cans, which gets me 
thinking... 

Container Deposit Scheme? 

Above: Photo of rubbish picked up from the beach in George Town (Photo: supplied) WHY ARE WE NOT ON BOARD WITH 
THE CONTAINER DEPOSIT SCHEME? 

I went to Curries River Reservoir yesterday 
and it looked as though it is being used as a 
dumping ground.

I am originally from Ipswich, Queensland. 
Just before I moved to beautiful Laun-
ceston a year ago, the container deposit 
scheme arrived in Ipswich and I noticed a 
huge difference in cleanliness and littering 
within the city. 

My closest collection centre was run by 
Torma and I would highly recommend 
them.

Not only is having deposit centres a means 
on employment for people (which is 
especially important during this time) it 
had other uses too. It was a way for people 
on the poverty line and young people to 
make extra money, plus it is better for the 
environment.

Send a Letter to
the Editor
Visit
www.TamarValleyNews.com.au/Letter-To-The-Editor/

Exeter structure 
plan review
Council has commenced a review of the 
Exeter Structure Plan which was adopted 
in 2014 and provides a 20 year vision for 
the area.

A number of projects included in the 
plan have now been completed and it is 
time to undertake a review and update of 
the Structure Plan.

To get things started, we would like 
answers to these questions from as many 
people in the Exeter community as 
possible:

• What do you like most about Exeter?
• What would you like changed in 

Exeter?
• What is missing in Exeter?
Please complete the form on the Exeter 
Structure Plan page of our website, or 
download and complete this form and 
email it to wtc@wtc.tas.gov.au or post to 
PO Box 16, Riverside TAS 7250 by 5pm 
Wednesday 31 March 2021– remember 
to include your name and contact details 
(email address or postal address) so we 
can keep you up to date with the review.

Council staff will be available to discuss 
the review at drop-in sessions at the 
Exeter Community Hub in Murray Street 
on:
Monday 22 March 2021 between 4.00pm 
and 7.00pm; and
Wednesday 24 March between 10.00am 
and 2.00pm.
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287 Invermay Road, Invermay, 7248 
kyle@parryproperty.com.au 

0499 440 141 

KYLE
BARRETT 
Northern Tasmanian Real Estate Specialist 

Contact Kyle today for a no obligation,
FREE market update of your home or
investments. 

Hardworking agent
for hardworking
people. 

Study tracks down the genes that spread the beans

Research into how plants respond to 
seasonal changes has identified a gene that 
has a major influence on where and when a 
major crop species can be grown.

University of Tasmania plant biologist Jim 
Weller led the international study, published 
in the journal Current Biology, in collabora-
tion with researchers from Spain and China. 

“Our work examines the factors that control 
how long a plant takes to flower, and in this 
study we focused on the common bean,” 
Associate Professor Weller said. 

“This important crop originated in South 
and Central America around 8,000 years 
ago but is now grown around the world, 
mainly for use as a dry grain but also as a 
fresh vegetable.” 

Around 40,000 metric tonnes of green 
beans are produced in Australia, and they 
are also a significant crop for Tasmania with 
local growers accounting for around one 
quarter of the national total. World-wide, 
annual production of dry beans and green 
beans is over 30 million tonnes in each case.

Associate Professor Weller said work of this 

nature is helping the agricultural sector in 
several ways, allowing more efficient devel-
opment of improved varieties, providing 
increased options for farmers, and enabling 
expansion beyond conventional growing 
regions.

“Flowering time is an important part of 
a plant’s adaptation to its environment, 
whether it is a wild plant growing in nature 
or a crop plant grown for human purposes,” 
Associate Professor Weller said. 

“The wild ancestors of many of our crops 
had quite restricted distributions, and major 

genetic changes were required before they 
could spread and be successfully grown at 
different latitudes and in different climatic 
zones.”

The researchers conducted detailed genetic 
analyses of diverse wild and domesticated 
bean varieties and identified the genetic 
variants that allow beans to complete their 
growth cycle during summer at higher 
latitudes around the world. 

“Wild beans come from the tropics – they 
need warmth to grow but also short days 
during their growing season in order to 
flower,” Associate Professor Weller ex-
plained. 

“They would be a complete failure anywhere 
temperate, as the long days of summer 
would prevent them from flowering. Luckily 
for us in Tasmania, and for millions of 
others around the world, varieties in which 
this gene has naturally become inactive no 
longer care how long the days are and as a 
result they flower and mature much earlier.”

The team’s results also shed light on the 
ancient history of common bean, suggest-
ing that early flowering may have been an 
important characteristic selected during its 
initial domestication in the central Andes 
mountains of South America.

Above: Green beans study reveals genetic changes (Photo: Chris Gibbins Dorrigo)
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Crossword
Across

Hire (4)1

Tourist spot south of Denmark (5,5)4

Establishes (4,2)9

Dinner site (8)10

Atherton Tableland pine (10,5)11

"Know thyself" philosopher (8)12

Profane expression (4)15

Spot (4)18

Lineage (8)19

Rat only found way up North (4,4,7)21

Desert runner --- Gash (8)25

Bread (6)26

Abandoned (4,6)27

Barbie staples (4)28

Down

They obey one's will (9)2

Preference (5)3

Pope is to upset another performer 
(8)

4

Beyond what is usual (5)5

Unimportant person (6)6

They're uplifting (9)7

Church singers (5)8

Former Richmond centre half-
forward (5,4)

13

Vast amount (3)14

Rugby's "The Back-up man" (5,4)16

Yelled (8)17

Footwarmer (6)20

Up (5)22

Dull yellowish brown (5)23

Scent (5)24

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10

11

12 13 14 15 16

17

18 19

20

21 22 23 24

25 26

27 28

senator.abetz@aph.gov.au (03) 6224 3707
Authorised by Eric Abetz, 136 Davey St, Hobart TAS 7000

Liberal Senator for TASMANIA
EricABETZ

Serving all 
Tasmanians

Crossword answers: (Turn page upside down)

R
1

E
2

NT
3

O
4

CE
5

AN
6

BE
7

AC
8

H

XAPXOLH

S
9

ETSUPT
10

ABLETOP

CTOROVI

Q
11

UEENSLANDKAURI

TIYT

S
12

OCR
13

ATES
14

O
15

AT
16

H

ROEES
17

RE

E
18

SPYA
19

NCESTRY

CH
20

RR

C
21

A
22

PEYORK
23

MELO
24

MYS

WHTHADL

S
25

AMANTHAM
26

OOLAH

KRIKEUM

L
27

EFTBEHINDR
28

IBS

Clues:

Jokes:
Want to hear a joke about construction? I’m still working on it.

Why did the picture go to jail? Because it was framed.

What do you call a bear without any teeth? A gummy bear!

5/4 of people admit that they’re bad with fractions.

The rotation of earth really makes my day.

I thought about going on an all-almond diet. But that’s just nuts.

Why did the scarecrow win an award? Because he was outstanding in his field.

What do you call a man who can’t stand? Neil.

I’m thinking about removing my spine. I feel like it’s only holding me back.

Why couldn’t the bicycle stand up by itself? It was two tired.

What’s an astronaut’s favorite part of a computer? The space bar.

Do you think glass coffins will be a success? Remains to be seen.

What lies at the bottom of the ocean and twitches? A nervous wreck.

From as little as $50
Your Ad Here

Contact 
zac@hyperlocalmedia.info

Riddles:
1. What 4 letter word 

can be written 
forward, backward 
or upside down, and 
still be read from left 
to right? 

2. What is so fragile 
that saying its name 
breaks it?  

3. What can fill a room 
but takes up no 
space?  

4. The more you take, 
the more you leave 
behind. What are 
they?

Answers: (Upside 
Down)

1 - NOON, 2 - Silence, 3 
- light, 4 - Footsteps
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Future plan for UTAS Stadium 
released

The City of Launceston has endorsed its 
$208 million UTAS Stadium Future Direc-
tion Plan at its ordinary meeting today. The 
plan aims to create a sustainable model for a 
fit-for-purpose sporting stadium in Laun-
ceston.

City of Launceston Mayor Albert van Zetten 
praised the Council’s endorsement of the 
proposal, and said the journey ahead was 
particularly exciting.

“There is an exciting future ahead for not 
only the city, but for all potential users of 
the stadium if this plan can be realised,” 
Mayor van Zetten said.

“This future direction plan outlines a path 
forward now, which will encompass a multi-
tude of uses, including research, education, 
high performance and commercial, as well 
as for grass roots and elite sports alike.”

The plan contains a number of proposals 
that would see the most significant expan-
sion of Launceston’s sporting infrastructure 
since the 1960s by increasing the stadium’s 
seating capacity to 27,500, the construction 
of a high-performance sports centre, as well 
as the development of an adjoining 5000-
seat, multi-use indoor sports facility capable 
of hosting national-level sporting competi-
tions and events.

Mayor van Zetten said that under the pro-
posal, ownership and management of the 
stadium will move to a Trust governance 
model, with the Council divesting owner-
ship of the stadium. “The plan also responds 
to a shortfall in the quantity and quality 
of indoor sporting venues and associated 
infrastructure in Launceston,” Mayor van 
Zetten said.

“We know there is a distinct lack of func-
tional and modern sporting infrastructure 
across Northern Tasmania. There hasn’t 

been an indoor facility of this kind build in 
the city for three decades.

“And in that time, those sports that use our 
current facilities - basketball, futsal and the 
like - have been experiencing tremendous 
growth in participation. The shortfall in 
what we can provide the community has 
been holding our region back and limiting 
the potential growth of those sports.

“There’s no doubt that this proposal will 
bolster UTAS Stadium’s role as Tasmania’s 
premier sporting facility.”

Mayor van Zetten said the benefits to the 
city of a redeveloped UTAS Stadium went 
far beyond the sporting sphere.

“The jobs that would be created during the 
construction stage alone would be im-
mense, but it goes much further than that,” 
Mayor van Zetten said.

“Our initial economic impact studies show 
that a fully upgraded stadium and associat-
ed indoor sport and entertainment facility 
would inject an expected $62 million a 
year into our economy, in addition to the 
expected $60 to $70 million direct eco-
nomic contribution to Launceston and the 
broader Northern region, which is based 
on attracting events that are not currently 
hosted at the stadium including NBL and A 
League games, large-scale concerts and one-
off sporting and cultural events.”

In 2019, major events at the Stadium at-
tracted more than 83,000 people — includ-
ing 63,400 for AFL, and almost 22,000 for 
Big Bash matches - all of which represented 
a net economic benefit of more than $30 
million to the Northern Tasmanian econo-
my.

“This plan aims to meet growing commu-
nity needs and expectations in terms of 

contemporary sporting infrastructure, as 
well as to cater to the needs of a future AFL 
team,” Mayor van Zetten said.

A 2019 report commissioned by the State 
Government stated that a Tasmanian AFL 
team will require access to a high-perfor-
mance facility and an AFL-standard stadi-
um capable of hosting 27,500 patrons.

The taskforce recommended the redevel-
opment of UTAS Stadium as the initial 
primary football venue in the State - but 
went on to state that the stadium will need 
to undertake upgrades to provide additional 
seating capacity.

“The AFL Taskforce report really is one of 
the key drivers of the Council Plan - to have 
a stadium capable of hosting high-profile 
games between powerhouse clubs capable 
of drawing crowds up to 27,500,” Mayor van 
Zetten said.

Mayor van Zetten said the delivery of the 
draft plan would rely on the three tiers of 
government working together to provide 
the necessary funding.

“Launceston is in a fortunate position to 
have a City Deal in place and we believe that 
by all three tiers of government working 
together, this bold proposal can be achieved. 
It will no doubt open up many new oppor-
tunities for Northern Tasmania,” Mayor van 
Zetten said.

“It is an exciting proposition for the city and 
while it is does require a significant invest-
ment, we believe now is the perfect time to 
start looking seriously at this proposal.”

Mayor van Zetten said the next step was to 
formally send the plan to the State Govern-
ment for further consideration, engagement 
and hopefully implementation.

New cat  
management laws in 
effect
The Tasmanian Government is strength-
ening Tasmania’s cat management with 
important changes to the Cat Management 
Act 2009 coming into effect today. 

These changes deliver on recommendations 
for legislative change identified in the ‘Tas-
manian Cat Management Plan 2017-2022’ 
which is Tasmania’s first comprehensive 
plan addressing management of domestic, 
stray and feral cats.
 
The amendments are the result of extensive 
consultation with industry, local govern-
ment, animal welfare groups, environmental 
and agriculture stakeholders, and I thank 
them for their important feedback through 
all stages of this process.
 
From the 1st of March 2021:
•    A cat that is being cared for at a cat 
management facility must be microchipped 
and desexed before being reclaimed from 
the facility. Exemptions to microchipping 
will apply where a vet has certified micro-
chipping will affect the health and welfare 
of the cat; and exemptions to desexing will 
apply to cats owned by registered breeders 
for the purpose of breeding or where a vet 
has certified desexing will affect the health 
and welfare of the cat. The costs of micro-
chipping, desexing and care of the cat at the 
facility are the responsibility of the owner of 
the cat.
•    A person will be permitted to trap a 
cat on their private property, provided the 
trap is checked at least once within every 
24-hour period after the trap is first set; and 
a trapped cat is either returned to its owner; 
or taken to a cat management facility or a 
nominee of a cat management facility, with-
in 24 hours of being trapped. Arrangements 
should be made with cat management 
facilities before setting a trap.  
•    In addition to trapping cats, primary 
producers will also be able to euthanise a cat 
on primary production land and production 
premises. Persons undertaking lethal cat 
management action would need to comply 
with other relevant legislation, such as the 
Animal Welfare Act 1993 and the Firearms 
Act 1996.

 Further changes will be rolled out over the 
next 12 months to give people time to adjust 
to the new requirements.
 
Key amendments commencing in March 
2022 are:
•    Cats over the age of four months must be 
microchipped and desexed;
•    A person must not keep more than four 
cats, over the age of four months, on their 
property without a multiple cat permit;
•    The State Government will no longer be 
registering cat breeders. Anyone wishing to 
breed a cat in Tasmania will be required to 
be a member of a cat organisation or will 
have the option of applying for a condition-
al permit to breed a cat.
•    The option of a Care Agreement on the 
sale of a cat will be removed.

The amendments are good news for Tas-
mania, balancing strengthened cat manage-
ment laws with community education and 
awareness around responsible cat ownership 
and management.
 
For more information visit the TassieCat 
website: www.tassiecat.com

Above: Architecture illustrations of the proposed plan (Photo: Supplied, City of Launceston)
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By Maggie Fletcher

At daylight, on Tuesday the 3rd June 1845, 
men under the command of Matthew 
Curling Friend were sent to assist with the 
rescue of the crew off the coal-laden brig 
Tobago which had foundered on the reef 
below the Shear Beacon near the Tamar 
Heads.  

The Tobago entered the heads on an 
unusually dark and foggy night with gale 
force winds. Mr. Foster the Pilot, had taken 
the precaution of sending a boat out with a 
light to show the beacons, but the advance 
vessels had been unable to put these in place 
because of the extreme weather conditions. 
He mistook the fire onshore from the salt 
works for the lantern that was supposed to 
have been placed on the barrel beacon, and 
the vessel went on the reef below the shear 
beacon on the west side of the channel. 
The extreme weather conditions caused the 
Tobago to be driven high up onto the rocks 
with the sea breaking over her, holing her 

badly.

The Port Officer, Lieut. Friend, manned a 
Government launch and other boats to the 
vessel with anchors to heave her off the reef, 
but when he arrived at the wreck two hours 
before high tide, it was impossible to under-
take the rescue due to the wild weather. He 
later stated: ‘from the state of the weather, 
could do nothing’.

At daylight, he investigated the situation 
and in his own words: (found) the brig in a 
most fearful condition, lying to windward 
of the reef bilged, occasionally  swaying to 
windward, with a tremendous sea breaking 
over her and into her.

By dawn, the Port Officer could see the ves-
sel was being swept by heavy winds which 
had increased to gale force through the 
night with a heavy sea, and the brig was be-
ing swept by waves breaking over her decks 
as high as the maintop platform. He decided 
that he had to take the crew off the ship to 

save lives, but the rescue boat was swamped, 
and the boatsmen, including the Port 
Officer, were thrown onto the reef amongst 
the breakers. While being thrust against the 
reef, they all managed to swim to relative 
safety, and reached the beacon where they 
held on with great difficulty until two boats 
managed to get them on board.

Newspaper reports from that time state:  the 
boat’s crew however, succeeded to a man in 
reaching the Shear Beacon. To which they 
contrived to hang on with the seas flying 
over them for a considerable time, until 
assistance could reach them from the Pilot’s 
station on shore, at which several pilots and 
inhabitants were watching the progress of 
the boat – when two boats were launched 
which succeeded in reaching the reef in 
safety.

After this rescue, the Port Officer and two 
of his boats’ crew although exhausted, 
accompanied Messrs, Huiton and Vivian 
to the wreck of the Tobago to bring off the 

remaining men on board.

Amongst those rescued from Shear Reef 
were fifteen convicts, most of whom as a 
result of their efforts were given tickets-
of-leave, and favourable considerations for 
their meritorious conduct. Those not able to 
be granted this indulgence were awarded in 
other ways. 

One, Peter Casey was noted for an indul-
gence as he would be free before the Queen’s 
approval, since he was already holding a 
ticket-of-leave. James Saunders had his 
extension of sentence remitted. Another, 23 
yr old Scotsman, John Leitch from Paisley 
in Renfrewshire who had been transported 
for theft in 1839, was given a conditional 
pardon, available in the Australian Colonies 
and New Zealand.

The boats and oars from the Marine 
Department were destroyed as well as the 
Tobago. Neither the brig nor the cargo were 
insured, yet amazingly, no lives were lost. As 
well as the paid marine staff, the convicts, 
young boatsmen, faced this incredible chal-
lenge with courage and fortitude, and were 
rightfully recognised for their actions.

The letter from Captain Moriarty of the 
Royal Navy stated: Reward for Meritori-
ous Conduct. His Excellency Sir Eardley 
Wilmot, has been pleased, on the represen-
tation of the Port Officer, to reward all the 
men belonging to the marine department 
who exerted themselves in so praiseworthy 
a manner to rescue the brig Tobago from 
their perilous situation on the occasion of 
the wreck of that vessel near the west head.
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Tamar Tales 
Convicts rescue crew frm the brig Tobago

Meetings are held on the 3rd Monday each month, starting at 7.30 pm, usually at The Grove, 25 Cimitiere St, George Town. 
January, February and March meetings are held at Low Head, Hillwood & the Piper District respectively.

Meetings are free and open to the public, but a gold coin donation towards supper is appreciated.

Annual Memberships:  $15 single; $25 couple; $5 students - due in October.

NEXT MEETING

MONDAY, 15th March in Tam O’Shanter Golf & Community Club at 7.30 pm

Speaker: Stuart Bryce

“Experiences as a pilot during the Vietnam War”

Website: www.gtdhs.com Email: info@gtdhs.com

GEORGE TOWN & DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC.
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