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New Recreation Facility for George Town

George Town’s Regent Square recently 
completed stage two, of the $2.45 million 
dollar re-development project funded by the 
Government, with stage one being complet-
ed some time ago.

The playground is just a portion of the wid-
er re-developments planned for the area and 
was completed just in time for the school 
holidays. 

Member for Bass, Bridget Archer con-
firmed that the play space cost around $600 
thousand dollars and was “a show piece of 
George Town”. 

The next stage will consist of improving the 
toddlers play area and parking. 

Read More on Page 7

ABOVE: Federal Member for Bass Bridget Archer MP and George Town Council General Manager Shane Power test the new flying fox

Pump Track gets tick of approval 
from local youth
“Legana residents have been asking us for 
a youth space as the suburb continues to 
expand, so we consulted with the young 
people in the area about what they wanted 
it to look like and we’ve been working to 
create a youth recreation space to suit the 
diverse range of needs which were identi-
fied,” Mayor Christina Holmdahl said.

“I am pleased that we can now provide this 
area for Legana Youth to call their own, 

with the first pump track in our municipal-
ity to satisfy the increasing popularity of 
bike activities.”

“I know when all the landscaping grows it’s 
really going to be a very welcoming place.”
She said

Read More onPage 2
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New Legana pump track gets tick 
of approval from local youth

West Tamar Council Mayor Christina 
Holmdahl is pleased to officially open the 
Legana Pump Track alongside the Honour-
able Jo Palmer MLC, and West Tamar Youth 
Mayor Chloe White.

Consultation undertaken in 2017 with 
Legana’s young people identified that a 
recreation area should have spaces for active 
sports such as climbing, parkour (obstacle 
course), ball courts, bike activities and areas 
with skating elements.

Liberal member for Bass Michael Ferguson 
MP provided $136,000 in funding for the 
Recreation area in February 2018, support-
ed by the Tasmanian Government. 

Upgrades were officially opened in May 
2019, including a full-size basketball court 
with down ball line markings, tables
and seating to compliment the new BBQ 
area, free Wi-Fi, rock climbing Bloqx and 
multi shared pathways with skating ele-
ments.

Further consultation was undertaken in 
2019 for the new Youth Strategy, with 
respondents identifying that mountain bike 
tracks and bike friendly facilities were need-
ed in the West Tamar. 

This was reiterated by members of our 
Youth Advisory Council who suggested that 
a pump track would be a valuable addition 
to the Legana Recreation Youth Space.

The West Tamar Council’s Stimulus Cap-
ital Works Package 2020/2021 allocated 
$150,000 for the construction of a pump 
track, ancillary landscaping and civil 
infrastructure in Legana, with an addition-
al $50,000 added to the project from the 
Tasmanian Government’s Improving
the Playing Field Grants.

At the September 2020 Council Meeting, 
the tender from DirtArt and Rob Potter for 
the construction of a 500m2 pump track 
was approved, and work started in October. 
Council’s Infrastructure Department also 

undertook drainage and landscaping work 
around the track to complement the project.

“You can see it was certainly a fast-tracked 
project” Mayor Christina Holmdahl said.

“Legana residents have been asking us for 
a youth space as the suburb continues to 
expand, so we consulted with the young 
people in the area about what they wanted 
it to look like and we’ve been working to 
create a youth recreation space to suit the 
diverse range of needs which were identi-
fied,” Mayor Christina Holmdahl said.

“I am pleased that we can now provide this 
area for Legana Youth to call their own, 
with the first pump track in our municipal-
ity to satisfy the increasing popularity of 
bike activities.”

“I know when all the landscaping grows it’s 
really going to be a very welcoming place.”
She said

Member for sport and recreation the hon-
ourable Jane Howlett was unable to attend 
the official opening of the Legana pump 
track, however Jo Palmer, MLC said she was 
delighted to be there. 

“I Look out here today and think this is a 
great indication,” said Mrs Palmer, “of the 
new and wonderful, exciting things that are 
coming our way in 2021.” 

“On behalf of the Government, we are so 
thrilled that we could play a part in bringing 
this to this community” She said.

One of the councils very own YAC’S (Youth 
Advisory Council Members), Gabriel 
Turner provided a demonstration of how 
the track could be used alongside the many 
other local youth who were busting to get 
out and have a go. 

ABOVE: West Tamar Council Youth Advisory Council Member Gabriel Turner provides a demonstration of the Legana Pump Track
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Contact Andrew for an
obligation-free chat today! 

andrew@financialstreams.com.au

03 6338 9224
Retirement & Superannuation Planning

Financial advice for the people of the Tamar Valley

A new $2 million incentive fund to attract 
doctors to Launceston and across northern 
Tasmanian communities is being created to 
help address longstanding GP shortages in 
northern and north-western Tasmania.   

The Coalition Government will establish the 
General Practice Incentive Fund Tasmania 
(GPIFT) to attract and retain doctors in 
Tasmania’s north and north-west by pro-
viding a suite of incentives for doctors who 
relocate to the region.

Improving access to primary care services 
and addressing workforce issues in rural 
communities, such as Lilydale in the state’s 
north east, is a priority for the Australian 
Government.

Data from the last decade shows GP num-
bers in Australia have increased at triple 
the rate of the population. The bulk of this 
growth has unfortunately been in capital 
cities.

Addressing the maldistribution of GPs and 
health professionals in Australia is complex 
and requires a mix of short, medium and 
long-term solutions.

There are many rewarding lifestyle and 
career opportunities across northern Tas-
mania and a dedicated fund will support 
current and future doctors with accommo-
dation, training and workforce support.

Building on the investment in the 2020-21 
Federal Budget, the new fund will include 
support for the local health sector to de-
velop a collaborative primary care model 
to better integrate services and create a 
more sustainable workforce for the region, 
including building IT capability to support 
telehealth and other technologies to im-
prove patient access.

A strong rural health workforce is central 
to improving the health of people living in 
rural, regional and remote Australia.

The Coalition Government understands 
that no two rural communities are the 
same, which is why we are supporting local 
communities to develop their own flexible, 
innovative and integrated primary care 
models.

The incentive fund will enable our local 
health professionals in Launceston and 
across northern Tasmania to look at new 
approaches to workforce and training mod-
els to meet the needs of our rural commu-
nities.  

Finding local health care solutions will help 
address the distribution of doctors across 
Australia and deliver improved access to 
services for rural communities.

The GPIFT will be managed by the Tasma-
nia Primary Health Network in collabora-
tion with the local Rural Workforce Agency.

Government Establishes General 
Practice Incentive Fund (GPIFT) to 
attract more Doctors to Northern 
Tasmania

ABOVE: File Image

Aurora Energy reimagin-
ing Tasmanians’ energy 
experience
Aurora Energy continues to be focussed on 
empowering customers to make informed 
decisions about their energy usage follow-
ing the release of the Tasmanian Renewable 
Energy Action Plan.

The State Government launched the Plan 
today in Launceston, highlighting Tasma-
nia’s immense potential in renewable ener-
gy, which can grow the economy, attract in-
vestment, create jobs and support Australia’s 
transition to renewable generation.

Aurora is perfectly placed to work alongside 
the Government to empower customers to 
manage their energy needs and take advan-
tage of new technology and market offer-
ings, as the energy market undergoes rapid 
transformation and technological change.

Aurora Energy Chief Product and Custom-
er Officer, Andrew Crozier said the retailer 
was providing industry-leading tools that 
puts the power in customers’ hands.

“Our digital product aurora+ is the perfect 
example of that. It enables customers to 
better understand and control their energy 
costs, and conveniently be able to manage 
them via whichever device suits them,” Mr 
Crozier said.

“aurora+ increases awareness of daily 
energy patterns and behaviours, assisting 
customers to shift or change habits around 
the home to ultimately help them save on 
their energy bill.

“We will continue to invest in developing 
new products and services that provide 
value for our customers and empower them 
to make informed decisions about their 
energy usage.”

Mr Crozier said a range of free online tools 
have also been made available on Auro-
ra’s website this year – fast-tracked as a 
COVID-19 support measure – designed to 
help customers to stay in control of
their energy costs, including right plan 
calculator, usage estimator and a high bill 
checklist.

Prefer to Read Online? 
Sign up to receive the

digital edition delivered via
email for FREE!



Phone: (03) 6327 1731

Email: contact@flareleap.com

Get in touch today for a zero-obligation chat about how we
can work with your business to improve your online presence!

More and more business
 is being conducted online...



Have News? Email: News@TamarValleyNews.com.au 5

Fragrance Hotel set to go ahead 
after appeal fails

A proposed new hotel for Launceston is set 
to be reality after an appeal to the planning 
tribunal to overturn the original decision 
of the City of Launceston to approve the 
development application. 

Although the appeal against the develop-
ment of the Hotel has failed, there will now 
be amendments made to their development 
permit, which will require further consider-
ation regarding any potential site contami-
nation. 

The 5-star Hotel will comprise of 230 rooms 
of accommodation, a ground-floor bar & 
restaurant, conference facilities & function 
rooms capable of seating 590 people, as well 
as a Gym, day spa and pool on level 5. 

An existing heritage hotel will be refur-
bished and extended to increase the size to 
accommodate a total of 55 rooms, increas-
ing from the existing 18 rooms on offer.
The Warehouse Hotel will also be home 
to 125 car spaces, 18 bike parking spaces, 
and 2 motor bike spaces, while the exist-

ing heritage hotel will have 12 car parking 
spaces within the courtyards, together with 
pick-up and drop-off facilities. 
Minister for State Growth, Michael Fergu-
son MP, said that The Tasmanian Govern-
ment welcomes the news that the Fragrance 
Hotel is set to go ahead. 

“This project is exactly the kind of invest-
ment we’re looking to attract to our state as 
we recover and rebuild from the pandemic.” 

“It is especially encouraging to see vital 
projects like this moving forward.” 

“This will grow business and jobs in the 
region,” added Mr Ferguson, “and have 
flow-on benefits for the entire state.” 

ABOVE: a digitally rendered view of the proposed new Fragrance Hotel from 
Tamar Street. (PHOTO: Scanlan Architects/Fragrance Group

A year after the Stony Head Bushfire that 
threatened the nearby coastal communities 
is being remembered appropriately with a 
Bushfire Ready Expo. 

The Expo, set to be held at the Tam 
O’Shanter Golf Club at Lulworth on the 
14th of January 2021, from 6pm - 9pm, will 
provide life-saving advice on how to prepare 
a bushfire survival plan, as well as the latest 
advice on protecting your property from the 
threat of bushfire. 

Presentations will be made by the Tas-
manian Fire Service, Tamar NRM, and a 
special guest yet to be announced. 

The presentations will be followed by a 
panel discussion to answer questions from 
community members. 

Topics to be covered include Risk Planning, 
Property Preparedness, Fire Behaviour and 
Threat Response. 

Light refreshments will also be provided, 
and all community members are welcome 
however RSVP’s are required by the 12th of 
January. 

You can RSVP to Alison Hugo on 0438 
265 792  / tamarnrm@launceston.tas.
gov.au or to Jason Orr on 0407 329 060 /  
lulworth@landcaretas.org.au 

Bushfire Expo to enhance 
safety for George Town 
Coastal Communities
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Digging has officially begun on the inter-
national-standard mountain bike trails in 
George Town. 
 
Federal Member for Bass Bridget Archer 
said construction of the 80km trail by 
internationally renowned trail builders 
World Trail is an exciting step forward for 
the project. 
 
“The funding of $4.4 million from the 
Federal Government’s Community Devel-
opment Grant has created an incredibly 
exciting opportunity for the George Town 
area to create a world-class mountain bike 
trail,” Mrs Archer said. 
 
“The trail will please our growing numbers 
of passionate mountain bike riders and 
will consist of a mix of cross-county trails, 
short-gravity descents and mixed-use access 
trails and it’s incredibly exciting to see the 
project become one step closer to fruition.”

George Town Council’s Mayor Greg Kieser 
said the Council is thrilled to have work 
commence on the highly anticipated moun-
tain bike trails.

“Mark your calendars, March we’ll be open-
ing the first part of our trail network.” 

“Our community is keen to enjoy this new 
recreational pursuit which is receiving 
much interest from the mountain biking 
community across the state, and the main-
land,” Mayor Kieser said.

It’s estimated that the track will bring an 
extra 40,000 visitors per annum to the area. 
“We actually personally believe it will be a 
lot higher than that.” 

The George Town bike trail is the closest 
mountain bike trail network to Launceston 
allowing many people the opportunity to 
enjoy the track after work during the sum-
mer period.

“I anticipate that visitors will also get off the 
plane in Launceston and then they’ll want 
to go to George Town, followed by Derby, 
followed by St Helens” 

The trail in George Town will be built by 
World Trail who were also responsible for 
building the trails in Derby and St Helens.

“The trails are going to be very different, but 
consciously very complimentary.” Said Mr 
Kieser.

The second stage of the development that 
goes through to Tippogoree Hills will be 
designed for the scenic rider wanting a 
longer ride whilst still enjoying an exciting 
mountain biking experience.

The second stage of the trail is expected to 
start after the wet season and be completed 
by October/ November 2021.

“We are incredibly grateful to the Federal 

Government in providing the funding for 
this exciting project.” Said Mr Kieser.

Access for emergency services has been at 
the forefront of everyone’s mind throughout 
the designing process of the new mountain 
bike trail. 

The George Town council and the Break 
O’Day council have worked together to 
collaborate an efficient emergency response 
plan.    

“The planning is extensive, right down to 
helicopter extraction points, fire trail access 
for ambulances, you name it, we’ve pretty 
much thought about it all” Said Mr Kieser. 

Digging commences for new George 
Town Mountain Bike Trails

ABOVE: George Town Mayor Greg Kieser and Federal Member for Bass Bridget Archer MP commence digging for the new Mountain bike Trails. 
(PHOTO: Zac Lockhart)
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George Town’s Regent Square recently 
completed stage two, of the $2.45 million 
dollar re-development project funded by the 
Government, with stage one being complet-
ed some time ago.

The playground is just a portion of the wid-
er re-developments planned for the area and 
was completed just in time for the school 
holidays. 

Member for Bass, Bridget Archer con-
firmed that the play space cost around $600 
thousand dollars and was “a show piece of 
George Town”. 

The next stage will consist of improving the 
toddlers play area and parking. 

First impressions of the playground were 
feelings of excitement, as the General Man-
ager, Shane Power and Federal Member for 
Bass Bridget Archer MP enjoyed a ride on 
the flying fox. 

“It’s great and as a parent of 5 kids, I’m real-
ly excited” Bridget Archer stated. 

“We’re going to have the chance for our 
whole town to really enjoy this great space”

The playground offers the opportunity for 
kids and grown-ups to enjoy a ride on the 
flying fox at the same time. 

George Town held similar facilities for chil-
dren prior to the re-development, although 
it was spread out across the town.

“What this really represents is an oppor-
tunity to consolidate everything into one 
central space” said Mayor, Greg Kieser.

The Mayor commented that the prime 
objective is to encourage people to stay local 
and shop local and the kids now have a 
great world class facility to play in.

With a big focus in the George Town com-

munity of shopping local, the mayor stated 
community spaces such as the playground 
were important. 

“If you give your community spaces to do 
things that they want to do, chances are 
they will stay local and they will spend their 

money local.”

According the mayor, Launceston has an ‘al-
most comparable facility’ to George Town, 
but commented, “ours of course is absolute-
ly world class.”

“We’ll continue to develop these kinds of fa-
cilities for our people so they can stay local.”
 
The parking area will also be designed to 
host food markets with powered sites for 
food caravans and events. 

The square will also include a small stage 
for events such as live theatre and open-
air music along with another planted area 
where a larger stage will be placed with the 
idea of hosting bigger events and concerts at 
the park. 

“If they can get Bruce Springsteen to come 
to the Hunter Valley, why can’t we poten-
tially have somebody come down here to 
George Town and do something really 
exciting.” Said Greg Kieser.

The area in time will also include a BBQ 
space to maximise the family friendly atmo-
sphere.

Prefer to Read Online? 
Sign up to receive the

digital edition delivered via
email for FREE!

Regent Square home to new recreational facility

BELOW: Federal Member for Bass Bridget Archer MP and George Town Council 
General Manager Shane Power try out the flying fox.

ABOVE: George Town Council General Manager Shane Power, Federal Member for Bass Bridget Archer MP and George Town 
Mayor Greg Kieser at the Regent Square Park (PHOTO: Zac Lockhart)
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Number of Firefighting aircraft in Tasmania 
increased to twenty-eight 

Tasmania’s aerial firefighting capacity has 
been turbo-charged ahead of the summer 
with a fleet of 11 pre-positioned aircraft 
now ready to be deployed as part of the 
Tasmanian Government’s plan to keep 
Tasmanians safe. 

This year we have increased our prepo-
sitioned fleet by over 50 per cent and the 
aircraft include a mix of firebombing, air 
supervision and aerial intelligence gathering 
aircraft, with seven helicopters and four 
fixed wing aircraft.

The fleet will be located in Hobart and 
Launceston so that aircraft can be moved 
quickly around the State to respond to fires 
or staged at strategic locations across the 
state on days of increased bushfire risk.

In addition, local aircraft are available to call 
on to assist where required taking the total 
firefighting aircraft available in Tasmania 
to 28.  

This will ensure a rapid response to bush-
fires that do start, keeping fires small until 
ground crews arrive.

Tasmania is well prepared for the bushfire 
season, and we recognise the importance 
of having access to a sophisticated, flexible 
aerial firefighting capability to respond to 
bushfires, protect communities and to sup-
port firefighters on the ground.

The Tasmanian Liberal Government is 
committed to keeping Tasmanians safer 
from the threat of bushfires, which is why 
we are investing $17.6 million in a compre-
hensive package of mitigation initiatives in 
the 2020-21 State Budget.
 
We are delivering a clear plan for bushfire 
prevention, because we know that when 
landowners, industry, farmers and the wider 
community are supported in this way, all 
Tasmanians will be safer.

Prefer to Read Online? 
Sign up to receive the

digital edition delivered via
email for FREE!

ABOVE: File Image
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Representing our community
Authorised by B. Archer, Liberal Party of Australia, 100 St John St, Launceston TAS 7250. 

FEDERAL MEMBER FOR BASS
BRIDGET ARCHER MP

 6334 7033    bridget.archer.mp@aph.gov.au    bridgetarcher.com.au    BridgetArcherMP

Tasmania Police’s numbers are growing 
again with the addition of 32 constables 
joining the ranks after two police recruit 
courses graduated from the Tasmania 
Police Academy today. 
 
The graduating cohort of new constables 
includes 10 females and 12 men, while 
a further 10 experienced constables 
graduated from the Accelerated Training 
Program. 
 
These new officers will now put their 
rigorous training into action and begin 
serving the Tasmanian community in 
time for the busy Christmas and New 
Year period. 
 
The officers will be stationed across the 
state including:

•    7 in Hobart;
•    4 in Bridgewater;
•    6 at Launceston;
•    2 at George Town;
•    1 at Glenorchy;
•    1 at Bellerive; 
•    6 at Burnie; and
•    5 at Devonport. 
 Today’s graduation brings the total num-
ber of Tasmania Police officers to 1312 as 
part of the Government’s commitment to 
boosting Tasmania Police resources and 
keeping Tasmanians safe.

“I would like to congratulate the gradu-
ates and wish them well as they embark 
on their new careers.” Said Minister for 
Police, Fire and Emergency Management 
Mark Shelton MP in a statement. 

New Police Graduates take up roles across 
the state, including the Tamar Valley.

West Tamar Council Mayor Christina 
Holmdahl is pleased to announce the 
winners of the Design Awards for 2020 as 
Stoney Rise Cellar Door at Gravelly Beach 
for ‘Best Non Residential Project’, and The 
Boathouse in Deviot for ‘Best New Single 
Dwelling’.

The winners received a Tasmanian 
hand-crafted specialty timber peg by Brad 
Latham, which was presented at a Coun-
cil Workshop to Lou Holyman, owner of 
Stoney Rise Cellar Door and Murray Grif-
fiths from My Build Collective, designers 
and builders of The Boathouse.

Council has been formally recognising good 

design in the municipality through the De-
sign Awards which began in 2016 and aims 
to encourage good design in a positive way, 
outside of the formal planning and building 
approval process.

Nominations were sought from Council 
staff and Councillors and judged by a three 
person panel comprising of Mayor Christi-
na Holmdahl, Manager Infrastructure and 
Manager Development. 

Judges were looking for designs which have 
the capacity to stimulate, engage and delight 
its occupants, visitors and passers-by. 

As well as considering the extent of inno-

vation, invention and the originality of the 
designs, along with a range of other selec-
tion criteria.

“We were very impressed with the high 
quality of design which our two winners 
showcased,” Mayor Christina Holmdahl 
said.

“Both buildings incorporate a strong con-
nection with the Tamar and are fabulous ad-

ditions to our municipality, drawing visitors 
and locals alike”.

Further information about the properties 
can be found via their websites:

Stoney Rise: http://www.stoneyrise.com/

The Boathouse: https://mybuildcollective.
com.au/portfolio-items/deviot-ii-2019/

BELOW: Lou Holyman, Owner of Stoney Rise Cellar Door and Murray 
Griffiths from My Build Collective stand with West Tamar Council 
Mayor Christina Holmdahl after recieving their awards. (PHOTO: 
SUPPLIED)

Local Designers and Builders Recognised 
for Design Acheivements in the Tamar 
Valley
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Call the local husband & wife
team for reliable, friendly
service today!

P: 6394 9135 M: 0438778577

Australian Made Mattresses & Bedding
Samsons Bedding

Shop 2/128 Weld Street
Beaconsfield 

Comfort without the uncomfortable price tag!

Call Phil on 0431400264

www.samsonsbedding.com.au

CROSSWORD

Advertise your
business here!

Email: zac@hyperlocalmedia.info

Enjoy the summer!
Spend less time managing your online marketing, and
more time exploring what Tasmania has to offer! 

Talk to your local digital marketing experts today!

contact@flareleap.com

(03) 6327 1731

Visit www.TamarValleyNews.com.au/sign-up 

Read Online!
Sign up today and have the

digital edition delivered
directly to your inbox each

month - FOR FREE! 

Answers: 
(Turn page upside down)

Clues:



www.TamarValleyNews.com.au12

Mary Ann Friend (1800 - 1838) - Pioneer, 
Artist, Writer, Wife.

By Maggie Fletcher

27th September 1838. Attractive and pop-
ular 38 year old Mary Ann Friend was with 
her mother at the Government Cottage in 
Cimitiere St, George Town. 

Just a block away on the next corner was the 
stately home that her dashing Port Officer 
husband had built for her, which would 
become known as The Grove. 

Mary Ann was dressing for a ball in Laun-
ceston.  “Mother,” she said, “I feel as I did at 
Demerera”, and collapsed.  

She died from what was referred to as apo-
plexy before Matthew Curling Friend, her 
husband, could be with her. Her funeral was 
held five days later. 

The vessels in the river hoisted their colours 
at half mast, the public houses were shut, 
and all the houses in George Town were 
partially closed as a sign of respect for Mary 
Ann’s funeral. 

She was interred in the large neo-classical 
marble Mausoleum that dominates the his-
toric part of the George Town cemetery.

Mary Ann had previously suffered an apo-
plexy in Demerera, in the West Indies. 

She had witnessed slave traders, and sailed 
to Burma, Cape Town, Brazil and Madeira 
and suffered sea sickness. However, it was 
thought that stress had been the major 
factor in her death. 

For the two years prior to her final col-
lapse, her husband had suffered defamatory 
allegations of neglect, embezzlement and 
homosexuality by William Lushington 
Goodwin, the editor of The Cornwall 
Chronicle.

At Mary Ann’s funeral the Rev. Dr. William 
Browne accused Goodwin of murder and 
as a result of a protest he was forced to pay 
damages of 400 Pounds ($800).

Mary Ann Friend was an educated woman 
with a warm sense of humour who was 
trained in the arts. She painted the waterco-
lour of The Lighthouse at George Town. 

The miniature portrait shows her wearing 
a coral bracelet and necklace which would 

have been a gift from her husband Matthew 
as he studied marine sciences and had a 
large collection of corals which he had col-
lected on his voyages.  

Matthew had served in the Royal Navy from 
the time he was 14. He was a decorated sail-
or, navigator, explorer and marine scientist 
who had sailed on the ‘Bucephalus’ which 
escorted Napoleon Bonaparte  to St Helena.  

Mary Ann had been married for three years 
in 1829 when she went as a companion to 
her husband who was the master of the 
‘Wanstead’, commissioned to take settlers to 
the Swan River colony in Western Australia. 

It was during this voyage and the seven 
weeks she spent in that colony and then to 
Hobart, that she kept a journal illustrated 
with watercolours, which shares the first 
hand experience of a young woman who 
dealt with the harsh realities of ship board 
and pioneering life.

“Melancholy appears to pervade all classes 
and great dread is felt lest there should be a 
scarcity of provisions...”   

It had been her ambition to turn this into 
a book. This was not to happen in her 
lifetime. 

In 2012 this historic and beautifully 
illustrated journal came up for auction at 
Christies Auction House and was purchased 
by The State Library of Western Australia 
for $190,000. 

It was restored to its original form by con-
servators with Japanese tissue, and brought 
to life by a short documentary film curated 
by the Western Australian Museum “One 
Thousand Years More: Discovering the 
Journal of Mary Ann Friend”. 

Mary Ann and Matthew returned to En-
gland, then sailed to Tasmania in 1832 with 
Mary Ann’s mother on the ‘Norval’.  

Matthew Curling Friend became Port Offi-
cer at Launceston where he built the home 
known as ‘Newnham’, which later became 
the part of the Maritime College. 

The couple and Mrs Ford, Mary Ann’s 
mother were all living in George Town, 
where Matthew was stationed as Port 
Officer, and he had The Grove built around 

1835. 

Mary Ann’s journal has become a treasured 
historical document.

“The Gentlemen gave me a black swan, 
the only one I saw at Swan River… had the 
swan for dinner and found it very good 
eating; it was dressed the same as goose; the 

flesh is dark but tender and well flavoured.” 
It gives us an opportunity to step back in 
time to experience the life from a woman’s 
perspective.

A link to Mary Ann Friend’s Journal can 
be found here: https://purl.slwa.wa.gov.
au/slwa_b3511109_359 

GEORGE TOWN & DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC.
Meetings are held on the 3rd Monday each month, starting at 7.30 pm, usually at The Grove, 25 Cimitiere St, George Town. 

January, February and March meetings are held at Low Head, Hillwood & the Piper District respectively.
Meetings are free and open to the public, but a gold coin donation towards supper is appreciated.

Annual Memberships:  $15 single; $25 couple; $5 students - due in October.

NEXT MEETING
Monday, 18th January in The Boatshed, Low Head Pilot Station at 7.30pm

Speaker: Don Walton
“The Wreck of the Dredge ‘Nereus’ off low head in 1931”

Website: www.gtdhs.com Email: info@gtdhs.com 

ABOVE: Portrait of Mary Ann Friend Circa 1832 (Source: State Library of Western 
Australia)


