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A Christmas Message...

Dear Readers, 

The year 2020 has been a challenging year for us all, with the COVID-19 pandemic causing
disruption, fear, illness and unfortunately claiming a number of lives from around the globe. 

For the Tamar Valley in particular it has meant difficult times for local businesses, so I want to
congratulate those who have made it through what has been a rather difficult time. 

As you may already be aware, we acquired Hyperlocal Media, which owns and operates Tamar
Valley News, in July this year. 

Since then we have been grateful for the outpouring of support from the community. 

In particular we would like to thank our advertisers, as this free-to-read publication could not exist
without them. 

We encourage all of our readers to make an effort to support our advertisers, and tell them you
saw their ad in Tamar Valley News when buying their products or services. 

Throughout the past few months, we have implemented a number of changes and improvements
to Tamar Valley News, and we will continue to work on further improvements moving forward. 

In the past, Tamar Valley News has published a combined edition for December and January,
however we have made the decision to publish separate editions for each month moving forward,
to help you stay better informed and up to date with local news - so keep an eye out for our
January 2021 Edition! 

If you have any local news stories that you think the community should hear about, please email
us at news@tamarvalleynews.com.au. 

You can also submit a Letter to the Editor at tamarvalleynews.com.au 

If you would like to advertise your business with us, please don't hesitate to contact me directly
to discuss how we can work with you. 

Should you have any other feedback or suggestions for the publication, please feel free to email
them to me. 

On behalf of the team at Hyperlocal Media and Tamar Valley News, I'd like to wish you and your
family a very Merry Christmas, and a safe and prosperous New Year. 

Best Wishes, 

www.TamarValleyNews.com.au2
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A welcoming place for local families

An exciting milestone has been 
achieved in the development of a new 
Child and Family Learning Centre 
(CFLC) for East Tamar, with the release 
of concept designs showing how the 
new centre might look and function.

The new CFLC will be located on the 
East Tamar Primary School site, with 
construction set to commence in the 
second half of 2021.

Minister for Education and Training, 
Jeremy Rockliff MP, said the new CFLC 
would offer a variety of services to sup-

port local families all in one place. 

“The East Tamar CFLC will be a wel-
coming place where parents and carers 
can get advice on health and family 
matters, education and training, while 
their children play in a fun, friendly and 
caring environment,” said the Minister.

 “The 12 existing Child and Family 
Centres around Tasmania have proven 
highly successful and are providing 
critical health and wellbeing services for 
children from birth to age 5.”

“A crucial element to their success has 
been the ongoing involvement of par-
ents, carers, and service providers in the 
design and operation of the centres so 
that they are tailor-made for their com-
munities by those who will use them.”

“This is again the case in the devel-
opment of the six new CFLCs being 
delivered across the State, with Local 
Enabling Groups comprising local lead-
ers, service providers and community 
members established to guide the de-
sign and service delivery for each one.”

ABOVE: Artist impression of the East Tamar CFLC  BELOW: Artist Impression from the North-West Perspective (Photo: Supplied)

Principal of East Tamar Primary School 
Karen Hay said the Local Enabling 
Group (LEG) had been instrumental in 
the development of the concept designs 
for the new Sorell CFLC.

“The LEG has played a key role in 
influencing the design of the spaces 
and layout so that from day one when 
the doors open, the new CFLC will be 
fit-for-purpose and a great place that 
welcomes families when they come in,” 
said Ms Hay.

 “I know our whole school and the 
wider community are excited about 
the prospect of having a new CFLC to 
support families in the region – to have 
these facilities located here on our site 
will be a great outcome for the East 
Tamar community.”

To view the concept designs for the new 
East Tamar Child and Family Learning 
Centre and provide feedback, visit:
www.education.tas.gov.au/easttamarcflc

Renewable Hydrogen a possibility for the Tamar Valley
Having successful hydrogen proponents 
based in Northern Tasmania is terrific news 
for the region, Northern Tasmania Devel-
opment Corporation says.

The state government today announced 
$2.6 million for feasibility studies for three 
renewable hydrogen projects, two of which 
are based at Bell Bay.

NTDC chief executive Mark Baker wel-
comed the state government’s announce-
ment of feasibility studies for three large-
scale renewable hydrogen projects.

The projects are:
• Origin Energy’s export scale green 
hydrogen and ammonia plant producing 

about 420,000 tonnes of green ammonia 
per annum, expected to be located at Bell 
Bay
• ABEL Energy’s 100 MW green 
hydrogen and methanol for export project 
at Bell Bay
• Grange Resources’ 90-100 MW 
renewable hydrogen project to provide 
process heat at its Port Latta facility.

Mr Baker said hydrogen production had 
the potential to be a game-changer for 
Northern Tasmania, employing thousands 
of people and further cementing the state’s 
renewable energy reputation.
“Bell Bay is perfectly placed to maximise 
employment, access to power and water 
and export opportunities,” he said.

“The precinct is well-known for its industry 
and innovation and has a supportive busi-
ness culture in organisations such as the 
Bell Bay Advanced Manufacturing Zone, 
George Town Chamber of Commerce and 
George Town Council.

“With Bell Bay’s workforce largely split 
three ways between George Town, West 
Tamar and Launceston municipalities, it 
is significant news for the greater Tamar 
Valley region.”

Tasmania has set an ambitious but achiev-
able goal of producing renewable hydrogen 
for the local market by 2022-2024, building 
to exports by 2025-2027 and becoming a 
global producer and exporter by 2030.

“Tasmania has what the world wants - clean 
and renewable energy and abundant water 
supply, which are the key ingredients for 
green hydrogen,” Mr Baker said.
“As major international players look to 
de-carbonise their economies, Tasmania 
has a competitive advantage it is laying the 
groundwork to maximise this emerging 
opportunity.”

Prefer to Read Online?

Visit www.TamarValleyNews.com.au/Sign-Up 

Sign up to have the Digital Edition of Tamar Valley News emailed to you each month - for FREE! 
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Enjoy the summer!
Spend less time managing your online marketing, and
more time exploring what Tasmania has to offer! 

Talk to your local digital marketing experts today!

contact@flareleap.com

(03) 6327 1731

Salvos Launch Christmas Appeal

The Salvation Army is launching their an-
nual Christmas Appeal, aiming to raise $12 
million to ensure Aussies in need have the 
Christmas they deserve, particularly after a 
devastating year of bushfires, drought and 
COVID-19.

This year, through our frontline mission, 
we have helped more than 80,000 people 
impacted by COVID-19, providing over $10 
million worth of financial assistance.

Although Christmas is a time of joy for 
many Australians, those doing it tough will 
find the festive season ahead the most chal-
lenging and difficult time of the year. Many 
Australians are living below the poverty 

line, struggling to afford the necessities. 
This year, will also see increased numbers 
of people spending the Christmas period 
alone, due to the impact of COVID-19.

“Christmas is the busiest time of the year 
for our Salvation Army personnel, and 
we are expecting to see a large increase in 
demand for our services this year due to the 
challenges raised through drought, bush-
fires and COVID-19.  We would ask you 
to support our Christmas Appeal this year, 
to help us leave no one in need this Christ-
mas,” says Envoy Andrew Parkes.

At Christmas, our Salvation Army’s teams 
will distribute more than 30,000 hampers 

and vouchers, give out over $1.3 million 
worth of gifts and toys and support more 
than 50,000 families in need. 

We will also provide more than 130,000 
meals, more than 65,000 beds for those who 
need a place to stay and provide more than 
7,600 families with accommodation during 
the festive season. 

“Anyone in need this Christmas can reach 
out to us by calling 6380 0370 and we’ll do 
all we can to support you.  We don’t want 
anyone to go it alone this year, if you need 
food, gifts, financial support or are feeling 
lonely, please get in touch with us.” says 
Envoy Parkes. 

“After the devastating year that has been, it 
is more important than ever to look out for 
one another, to connect with each other and 
embrace the true meaning of Christmas,” 
Andrew said.  

“This Christmas may you experience peace, 
joy and hope, as we focus once again on the 
birth of Christ. From all of us at The Salvos, 
we wish you a very happy Christmas.”

To leave no one in need this Christmas, 
please donate to The Salvation Army’s 
Christmas Appeal at salvationarmy.org.
au or by calling 13 SALVOS (13 72 58). 

Donations can also be made in person 
at any Kmart store, or round up your 
instore purchase at any Myer store.

The Salvation Army Launches their Christmas Appeal (Photo: Supplied)

New Lights for 
George Town Foot-
ball Club
The community of George Town has wel-
comed improvements at its football club, 
thanks to the Federal Government’s invest-
ment in community sporting infrastructure.

The George Town Football Club received 
$250,000 through the Community Develop-
ment Grants (CDG) Program.

It aims to improve local community infra-
structure to encourage greater participation 
in sport and physical activity.

“The investment in the George Town Foot-
ball Club has allowed it to install new AFL 
standard lights,” Mrs Archer, The Federal 
Member for Bass said.  

“This includes towers to house the lights, 
footings for the towers and an upgrade to 
the power supply.”

“The club is a hub for community sport, 
fielding teams in all levels and age ranges, 
and this upgrade has made the George 
Town oval even more accessible to the local 
community.”

“The grounds are used by Auskick, junior 
competitions, under 18’s, reserves, senior 
men’s and women’s squads.”

The George Town project is one of 125 
funded under the Australian Government’s 
CDG program, part of its 2019 election 
commitments.
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Contact Andrew for an
obligation-free chat today! 

andrew@financialstreams.com.au

03 6338 9224
Retirement & Superannuation Planning

Financial advice for the people of the Tamar Valley

Christmas Not Cancelled

The pandemic has had an overwhelming 
impact on all of us, and children are no 
exception. 

With interruptions to school and home 
life, it’s welcome news that Santa will not 
be letting the pandemic get in the way of 
Christmas. 

Speaking to Santa over the phone he reas-
sured us that the children of the Tamar Val-
ley will still receive their visit this Christmas 
Eve, with the Tamar Valley being one of his 
favourite places to deliver presents to. 

“Comet and Prancer have an obsession 
with flying under the Batman Bridge, while 
Dasher and Dancer love to take a detour 
through the Launceston Cataract Gorge, 
and Blitzen loves to visit the Low Head 
Lighthouse” said Santa.

“Having a magical sleigh, and 12 reindeer 
means I’m not impacted by the lack of inter-
national flights.” Said Santa. 

“I’ve been speaking with all the govern-
ments of the world and have been granted 

exemptions to carry out my deliveries this 
Christmas.” 

When asked how he intends to stay safe, 
Santa said he has always taken safety seri-
ously, and is adding extra precautions for 
this year. 

“I always wear gloves, even before the pan-
demic,” said Santa, “but this year I’ve also 
hired more elves to produce extra gloves, 
and hand sanitiser, so that I can change my 
gloves and clean my hands in between each 
delivery.” 

Mrs Clause echoed these statements, “Santa 
is always very clean and careful, and we 
have even more safety measures in place for 
this Christmas.” 

Speaking to the Chief Elf at the North Pole, 
we were assured that all elves were taking 
good care of their health, and that the 
pandemic had not reached the North Pole, 
so the elves were able to continue making 
presents while the rest of the world was in 
quarantine, meaning there will be no short-
age of gifts. 

“Even the reindeer have been tested for 
COVID-19,” added Santa, “They are all in 
perfect health, although the health profes-
sionals testing Rudolf said they had never 
seen a nose so red!” 

Santa said that just like every year, children 
should make a special effort to go to bed on 
time on Christmas eve. 

“I know it’s an exciting night but going to 
bed on time helps me make all of my deliv-
eries while you’re asleep.” 

Santa finished by saying it’s important to 
remember that Christmas is not just about 
gifts, and that spending time with those you 
love is what matters the most. 

“Make the most of being with your friends 
and family at Christmas,” said Santa, “and 
remember that not everyone has an enjoy-
able time at Christmas, so spare a thought 
for those who might not be as fortunate, 
and be kind to others.” 

Santa pictured in front of the Tamar Valley’s Batman Bridge

Exeter Show 
not to go 
ahead as 
planned
As the COVID-19 pandemic has forced 
many local events to be cancelled or post-
poned, another local event has been can-
celled, with The Exeter Show Society issuing 
a statement regarding the 2021 Exeter Show.  

“After much deliberation, the Exeter Show 
scheduled for 27th February 2021 has been 
cancelled due to restrictions relating to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

The Society was extremely fortunate to host 
our 2020 show just prior to COVID-19 
restrictions being implemented.

The Society has been working closely with 
local and state government departments to 
ascertain the feasibility and viability of the 
2021 and would like to thank them for their 
support and guidance.

The welfare of Society volunteers and all 
participants were at the forefront of making 
this decision. 

Given the current guidelines surrounding 
the COVID-19 pandemic and the future 
uncertainty, it was reluctantly decided to 
cancel next year’s event. 

The Society will meet with the committees 
that undertake the organisation of different 
aspects of the Show to consider whether 
some activities and events could occur in 
isolation. 

Any such events will be communicated 
through our Facebook page. 

The Society has an extraordinarily strong, 
vibrant committee that will focus on com-
pleting maintenance and minor works in 
readiness for a reinvigorated 2022 Show. 

The Society would like to thank all spon-
sors, exhibitors, volunteers, stakeholders, 
and patrons and look forward to your 
support in 2022.

Stay safe and we look forward to seeing you 
all for our 2022 Exeter Show.”

You can find the Exeter Show Society 
Facebook Page at 
www.facebook.com/exetershowtas 
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SENATOR
WENDY ASKEW
LIBERAL SENATOR FOR TASMANIA

46 Cameron Street (PO Box 97)
Launceston TAS 7250

03 6331 8501

Senator.Askew@aph.gov.au

SenatorAskew

Authorised by W. Askew, Liberal Party of Australia, 46 Cameron St, Launceston TAS 7250.

Wishing you a very Merry Christmas 

and a Happy New Year!

The Tamar Valley is home to many talented 
people, one of them being Beaconsfield 
business owner Phillip Ragan. 

Phil, the owner of Samsons Bedding in 
Beaconsfield, also happens to be a talented 
musician, with his newest album set to be 
released in early December. 

Growing up originally in Perth, Western 

Australia, Phil moved to Melbourne in 2015 
where he met his wife Rachel. 
Travelling to Tasmania regularly to visit 
family, Phil said they always had a heavy 
heart going back to Melbourne. 
“In about 2018 we made the decision that 
we wanted to live in the West Tamar” Said 
Phil.

“We’ve gotten to know the area, and we just 

love it here, the people have been so friend-
ly, and very supportive.”

With the Tamar Valley having such a mean-
ingful impact on Phil, it isn’t surprising that 
his music often features local towns and 
places, with his newest album titled ‘By the 
Tamar’. 

“It’s hard not hard to be inspired when 
you’re driving through the valley.” Said Phil. 
A standout song in the album, titled 
‘Town of Gold’ is written about the town 
of Beaconsfield, and has already received 
many positive reactions when it was shared 
in the ‘Beaconsfield Community Connect’ 
Facebook group. 

As an independent musician, Phil said it 
was good to be in control of his own music. 
“It’s more enjoyable knowing you have com-
plete creative control, and you don’t have to 
answer to anyone or have a certain look or 
change your lyrics.” 

Phil said there is now a large marketplace 
for independent musicians, meaning that 
getting a record-deal isn’t your only path-
way to success. 

“I was speaking to this older musician who 
said back in the day you either made it or 
you didn’t, now there’s this huge area in the 
middle where you can be independent.” 

Along with his locally-themed music, Phil 
also prides himself on having locally made 
mattresses and bedding in his Beaconsfield 
store, Samsons Bedding. 
Selling locally manufactured SleepMaker 
products Phil said you don’t have to pay 
extortionate amounts for a quality mattress, 
adding that he is now offering free delivery 
to the entire West Tamar area. 

Phil, who describes his music genre as 
Christian-folk, is hoping to release his new 
album on the 8th of December, and you can 
find it at phillipragan.bandcamp.com – with 
physical copies available in the new year.

In the meantime, you can listen 
to Phil’s new song about Bea-
consfield, ‘Town of Gold’ at phil-
lipragan.bandcamp.com/track/
town-of-gold 

Alternatively, Phil said you can 
call Tamar FM and request them 
to play his songs. 

Local musician to release new album

Local musician Phillip Ragan, soon to be releasig his next album.
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Authorised by B. Archer, Liberal Party of Australia, 100 St John St, Launceston TAS 7250. 

 100 St John Street, Launceston TAS 7250    03 6334 7033

 bridget.archer.mp@aph.gov.au    bridgetarcher.com.au

 BridgetArcherMP
BRIDGET ARCHER MP
FEDERAL MEMBER FOR BASS

The strength of our community has shone through in 2020.
     Wishing you all a peaceful Christmas and a prosperous 2021.

Maritime museum thrives following pandemic

The Low Head Pilot Station Museum was 
originally started by a group who used to 
work in the pilot service, beginning with 
just one room, the museum now boasts a 
large collection of exhibits. 

As you enter the museum you are greeted 
by their volunteers, and can begin your 
journey through the museum, with ample 
historical artefacts to look at, and loads of 
interactive activities for the young (and 
young at heart!) to have fun while learning 
more about the local history. 

The museum is open daily between 10-4 but 
had to close down during the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

Early in September, the museum was once 
again able to open its doors to the public, 
and since then has experienced a high 
amount of support from the Tasmanian 
Community. 

“September and October, we had a record 
number of Tasmanians who visited, even 
though our overall numbers are down” Said 
Lorraine Wootton from the Pilot Station 
Museum. 

The museum has 13 rooms of displays, with 
each room covering a specific topic. 

Ranging from signals and the use of morse 
code and the semaphore system, through to 

shipwrecks and diving, there’s something of 
interest to everyone. 

“Our main drawcard is our divers’ suit, 
which we had refurbished at many thou-
sands of dollars fairly recently.”

“That was quite an expensive exercise but 
certainly worth it” Said Mrs Wootton. 

What is lesser-known about the Low Head 
Pilot Station is it’s strong connection to Tas-
mania’s convict history, with a number of 
records and artefacts showing that convicts 
were heavily involved in the running of the 
Pilot Station, with the first two pilots having 
been convicts. 

Des Wootton, from the Low Head Pilot 
Station Museum said he is working on a 
database of convicts who worked there, but 
this is no easy task. 

“It’s very, very difficult to find them, but I’ve 
probably got 30 so far.” 
“They don’t very often name the convicts.” 
Said Larraine, “They’re included in the news 
item, but they don’t say their names.” 

The Low Head Pilot Station is 
open daily from 10-4. To find out 
more visit their website at
 www.museum.lowhead.com

Advertise Here!
Email zac@hyperlocalmedia.info to see how we can help your busienss grow!

Lorraine and Des Wootton from the Low Head Pilots Station Museum.
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New group formed to ad-

It’s no secret that the Tamar River Estuary 
has a number of problems. 

From the water quality, through to the mud, 
silt, rice grass and flooding, there is no 
shortage of issues to choose from. 

A new group of concerned citizens has 
formed, calling themselves the ‘Tamar Ac-
tion Group’ or TAG. 

Chair of the Tamar Action Group, Andrew 

Lovitt, said the group was non-political, 
non-profit, pro-environmental and run 
completely by volunteers. 

Pointing out the advantages to fixing the is-
sues in the Tamar, Mr Lovitt said that Laun-
ceston is one of the most well-managed, 
attractive, and liveable cities in Australia.

“Our city has blossomed under the guid-
ance of the Councils, State Governments 
and citizen groups and volunteers.” 

“We live on the confluence of 3 rivers,” said 
Mr Lovitt, “a situation virtually unique in 
Australia.” 

Pointing out the importance of looking after 
the Tamar, Mr Lovitt said that surveys have 
continually found that the Tamar is consid-
ered our most important asset. 

The group claims that Launceston, and 
the Tamar Valley’s river system, is suffer-
ing from neglect and inaction. Claiming 

that activities such as rowing, sailing, and 
boating are in danger of being squeezed out 
of existence. 

Tamar Rowing Club Captain Henry Youl 
said that as the sediment builds up, the 
channel becomes smaller and more difficult 
to navigate. 

“You have to squeeze through a narrow 
channel at low tide, compared to what it was 
2 years ago.” 

ABOVE: Tamar Action Group Chair Andrew Lovitt meets with some of the other members of the group, overlooking the Tamar River Estuary. 
BOTTOM-RIGHT: The Tamar Rowing Club pontoon resting on the mud flats at low tide.  (Photos: Zac Lockhart)
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“It’s not an uncommon occurrence for peo-
ple to get stuck.” 

This also creates a safety issue as more in-
experienced rowers and boaters may panic 
and get out of the boat, and into the mud. 

The Tamar Action Group also claim that the 
mud build-up at the base of the levee banks 
will compromise their effectiveness, making 
us less protected from sea-level increases 
and weakening our flood mitigation. 

The group say that it is ‘incredibly evident’ 
that the build-up of mud is expanding since 
the dredging and raking in the Tamar were 
stopped. 

The mud isn’t the only problem the group 
are focussing on, however, with the concern 
of Rice Grass also a large focus. 

Rice Grass was introduced to the Tamar 
in 1947, with the intention being to help 
stabilise mudflats and improving naviga-
tion, however the plant spread rapidly and 
uncontrolled throughout the estuary and is 
now one of the world’s largest infestations, 
covering a total of 415 hectares. 
“[Rice Grass] creates monocultures, exclud-
ing all other native plants,” said Mr Lovitt, 
“It is progressively squeezing our native 
flora and fauna.”
The group also claims that the Rice Grass 
infestation is narrowing the river, creating 

faster tides, more hazardous navigation and 
discouraging recreational boating. 

“Residents on both sides of the river are 
getting less and less access to the river, and 
less and less attractive vistas.” 

The groups two main objectives are to call 
for both short-term and long-term solu-
tions. 

While the group say they are not wedded to 
any particular solution, they are calling for 
the resumption of dredging or raking as a 
short-term solution to the mud, while long-
term solutions are still being investigated. 

Membership with the Tamar 
Action Group is free and open 
to all. The TAG will run a social 
media campaign calling for 
members. 

SEE
YOUR

AD
HERE

Visit: www.TamarValleyNews.com.au/Advertise 
Or

Email: zac@hyperlocalmedia.info

dress issues in the Tamar
What’s the strangest thing 
you’ve seen lodged in the Tamar 
River Mud Flats? 

ABOVE: An old bike pulled out from the mud at the Royal Park Boat Ramp. 

BELOW: A chair stuck in the mud flats along the Royal Park Boardwalk 
(Photos: Zac Lockhart)Prefer to Read Online? 

Sign up to receive the
digital edition delivered via

email for FREE!
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In The Valley...

Get your photos at www.Photos.TamarValleyNews.com.au
Planning an event in the Tamar Valley? 

Let us know at news@tamarvalleynews.com.au

Enjoying the 
Sunshine
While the Tamar Valley is famous for pro-
viding one with the ability to experience 4 
seasons in a single day, when the sun shines, 
it shines brightly. 

As the weather warms up families are head-
ing out to enjoy the many parks, reserves 
and walking tracks throughout Tasmania.

Just one of many popular areas are the 
picturesque Seaport precinct, Royal Park, 
and the newly developed Riverbend Park in 
Launceston. 

Situated on the banks of the Tamar River, 
the precinct offers plenty of walking tracks, 
pathways, and cafés for the family to enjoy.
 
Our team headed out to grab some photos 
of people, and their pets, enjoying the sun.

If you have an event planned and 
you’d like our photographer to 
attend to take photos for “In The 
Valley” please get in touch with us 
at news@tamarvalleynews.com.au 

ABOVE: Ruth, Mark and their dogs. 

ABOVE: Jennifer, Ochanda, Valentino, Kamil, Riah and Akera. ABOVE: Rachael, Heidi, Gwyn and Eliza. 

ABOVE: James, Zoe and Patrick. 

ABOVE: Belinda and Grant Hinchcliffe.
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ACROSS: 
3. A building where objects of historical, scientific, artistic, or cul-
tural interest are stored and displayed
4. A popular book series focussing on teaching a variety of skills 
6. An ___________ a day, keeps the doctor away
8. Cuts in the business are normal if you are a ___________
9. A term used to describe a decrease in the value of an asset
10. A word used to describe a baby’s bed but is also the name of an 
iconic mountain in Tasmania
12. An individual who is paid to keep, inspect and oversee financial 
accounts
13. A word relating to or focusing on matters concerning a small 
community or geographical area
14. A form of humour
18. A man who goes by a number of names, although is most com-
monly known as
23. A day to celebrate everything that you are thankful for
24. A boat trip to relax and enjoy the scenery is a ___________

DOWN:

1. A book used to group words in a list of related concepts and 
synonyms
2. A fitter of horseshoes
5. A doctor who specialises in the study of hearts
7. The head of a school
11. A person who dispenses prescribed medication
15. A person skilled with locks
16. Laughter is often said to be the best ___________
17. A limbless creature is a ___________
19. An activity most usually do over the summer period
20. A calendar used annually to count the days until Christmas Day 
is called an ___________ calendar
21. The island state of Australia is named ___________
22. An extinct reptile can often be referred to as a ____________

Cross Word Clues

Now Accepting Enrolments for
Kindergarten in 2021

Beaconsfield Primary School

If your child was born in 2016 they will 
attend Kinder in 2021

Please contact Beaconsfield Primary School on 6383 1215 to
register your child's details.

Australian Made Mattresses & Bedding
Samsons Bedding

Shop 2/128 Weld Street
Beaconsfield 

Comfort without the uncomfortable price tag!

Call Phil on 0431400264

www.samsonsbedding.com.au

ACROSS: 3 - museum, 4 - dummies, 6 - apple, 8 - hairdresser, 9 - depreciation, 10 - cradle, 12 - accountant, 13 - hyperlocal, 14 - satire, 18 - santaclaus, 23 - thanksgiving, 34 - cruise 
DOWN: 1 - thesaurus, 2 - farrier, 5 - cardiologist, 7 - principal, 11 - chemist, 15 - locksmith, 16 - medicine, 17 - snake, 19 - camping, 20 - advent, 21 - tasmania, 22 - Dinosaur 

Crossword Answers - turn page upside down

Christmas time in George Town
A Poem by Waldo’s Bush Poetry

Christmas time in George Town is like no other place,
With people here from around the world we’re a multi cultured race.

In this laid back town in Aussie land
 there’s heaps of things to do,
Football, cricket, fishing and 

snow covered mountains just for you.

Santa comes with jingle bells and heaps of different toys,
The kids all get up early, you can tell by all the noise.

Push bikes, scooters, skateboards,
 Santa’s list goes on forever

The sun comes up, the rain pours down,
 who cares about the weather.

Ma and Pa arrive at last and the Christmas dinner’s cooked.
Turkey carved, the vegies served with wings and legs of chook.

Then comes the hot plum pudding with brandy sauce and cream,
This is a special time of year with happiness and dreams.

So enjoy your merry Christmas at this wonderful time of year.
 Soft drinks popped the wine uncorked and don’t forget dads’ beer!

“Merry Christmas George Town and thanks again Santa!”
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Exeter Show & Recreation Centre Rebuild

By Janine Turner-Gill, Subcommittee 
Member

Over the past year or so the Exeter Show 
Society, a volunteer not-for-profit organi-
sation established 110 years ago, has been 
working up plans to replace the old clu-
brooms with a new facility at the Exeter 
Show Grounds. 

The Show Grounds are owned by the Exeter 
Show Society.

The existing clubrooms no longer ‘cut the 

mustard’. 

The change rooms are hopelessly inad-
equate, and the communal area is beset 
with temporary plywood paneling so that 
female footballers can have a separate area 
in which they can get changed. The showers 
are incredibly old and barely usable. 

Currently there are approximately 25,000 
attendances annually at the grounds. 

The Exeter Show Society wishes to cater for 
future community growth, growth within 

its user groups and activities in the West 
Tamar such as its annual Exeter Show, 
junior football, cricket, Lions Club monthly 
markets, wood chopping, sheep dog trials, 
equestrian events, Woodworkers Guild and 
Arts Group.

To help with this project the Exeter Show 
Society has established a subcommittee to 
assist with the development of the design 
and sourcing the necessary funds. 

To this end it now has West Tamar Coun-
cil support and has recently submitted a 

funding application to the State Govern-
ment’s ‘Improving the Playing Field’ grant 
program. 

There will be further funding submissions 
to all levels of government so it can achieve 
the necessary $2 million plus required.
The Exeter Show Society has been substan-
tially supported by its user groups and is 
very appreciative of their encouragement 
and support.

ABOVE: The current clubrooms at the Exeter show society, which are no longer fit for purpose. (Photo: Supplied) 
BELOW: The proposed new centre which would cater to the needs of all those who use the facilities. (Photo: Supplied)
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Art Space Provides Artistic Experiences for 
Tamar Valley Community

Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178 Australian Credit Licence 237879. (1532444–1532440) (11/20)

Your local 
Bendigo Bank 
agency knows 
banking.

Backed by Australia’s fifth biggest retail bank, 
Beaconsfield Agency provides new and existing 
Bendigo Bank customers with a great range of 
everyday banking services and lending opportunities. 

Beaconsfield Agency

Feel good about who you bank with. Search Bendigo Bank 
Beaconsfield Agency or call 0487 303 702. Open Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday 9.00am – 3.00pm.

bendigobank.com.au

Wishing you a Merry Christmas, and a Happy New Year! 

While Beaconsfield locals call it ‘The Old 
Sins’, the building is now home to the Rascal 
Robot Art space. 

The local non-profit provides a space to 
explore your creativity and get involved 
in artistic projects that benefit the local 
community. 

Sara Ferrington, the Atelierista and Artistic 
Director of Rascal Robot Art Space said 
that she had always been interested in the 
creative arts, and that growing up in Sydney 
helped shape her artistic experiences. 

“I grew up in Sydney and it wasn’t until I 
met my husband 8 years ago and started 
talking to him about his cultural experi-
ences living in Tasmania his entire life in 
the North as well that I kind of realised just 
how much Sydney privilege I had because 
we had all the museums and galleries and 
experiences at our doorstep.” Said Sara. 

Following a career in Sydney as a project 
manager and business manager, Sara moved 
to Tasmania and decided change was over-
due. 

“When I moved down to Tassie, I was like 
nope, that’s it.”

“I’ve got all those skills, I’m not even all that 
interested in all that stuff, I’m only going to 
work in the arts from now on, and so I did.”

In 2017 Sara and her husband Dan were 
chosen to build the bronze tiger statues in 
the Brisbane Street Mall in Launceston. 

“That was like 18months of our life. It was a 
huge, huge project and we had so much fun 
doing it.” Said Sara. 

Following the bronze Tiger project, Sara 
and Dan had made a name for themselves, 
and Sara was soon asked to do an art project 
at the child and family centre in Beacons-
field. 

“I worked with the kids and families to 
create a mural for their training room, so 
Rascal Robot came out of that. It was a 
drawing from Holly who was then 6 years 
old, and she just smashed out drawing after 
drawing in two hours.”

Following the success of the mural, the pri-
mary school then asked Sara to do a more 
involved project with their students. 

“They gave me two kids from every class 
from prep right up to grade 6, and we had 
two sessions with them.” 

“The first session was getting them used to 
the idea of using ink, brushes and fountain 
pen nibs and stuff.”

“The second one, I said this is going in the 
library, so I want you to think about your 
favourite books and what you like about 
reading, how does it make you feel and they 
created all these incredible drawings, some 
funny little critters, all the way up to this 
girl who spent the entire couple of hours 
creating one amazing drawing that’s now a 
1.5m tall print out on the wall which we had 
printed as wall paper.”

“It was during those projects that I met all 
these kids in the area. All their parents were 
like ‘do you do lessons?’”

Sara, who was working from her home 
studio at the time, then set to work finding 
a suitable location to be able to host an art 
space and provide those requested lessons.
 
“I just put it out there on Facebook and 
within minutes, I had someone saying, give 
me second, I’m going to make a phone call, 
and a few days later I was looking at this 
place and going ‘oh my god’”

The Old Sins building is a characterful 
building originally built in the 1800’s, but 
then rebuilt sometime in the 1900’s follow-
ing a fire. 

The Rascal Robot Art Space was then set up 
as a non-profit organisation. 

“We wanted to community to feel some 
ownership of it” said Sara, “so the board is 
made up of people from the community.” 

Sara Ferrington, Artistic Director at Rascal Robot Art Space pictured with some of her students work.  (Photo: Zac Lockhart)
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“At the core of it, you’ve got the dance 
schools for the dance kids, soccer clubs and 
cricket clubs but for the kids who want to sit 
around and doodle in a notebook, it’s nice 
they’ve got a place where they can come 
now.”

While doodling in a notebook can bring 
hours of enjoyment, Sara said it also has 
positive effects on children’s learning. 

“There is a really strong trend that I’ve 
noticed to get it right and to do it as fast as 
possible.” 

“There’s this kind of efficiency and accuracy 
that’s being pushed.”

“I send all my kids to school, school isn’t 
bad, but there are kids who come here who 
don’t learn that way.”

“I’ve got a student who communicates so 
much better through pictures and he builds 
worlds and he’s always got lots of great 
ideas, great visual memory and he can see 
something and then hang on to that while 
he creates something inspired by it.”

“To build resilience at this age in a com-
pletely safe environment like this, what a 
great way to start building that self-confi-
dence and have fun and make cool stuff as 
well.”

But while painting and drawing are a big 
part of the art space, it’s not all that’s on 
offer.

“We are doing technical stuff, and we’ve 
done ceramics.”

“Dan started teaching wood carving, and 
process art has been a big part of it, which 
is the idea of making something without 
having an end in mind, which frustrates 
some of those kids who want to get it right 
and do it quickly.” 
While the organisation started by creating 
quality art experiences for kids in the local 
area, Sara said it had spread a lot further 
than that. 

“During lockdown, we were sending out 
subscription boxes as far as Sydney, Wagga, 
WA and Hobart.” 

“We’ve got school holiday activities coming 
up all over summer, and in that weird week 
between school finishing and Christmas 
where kids are like ‘ah Christmas’ so I’ve 
just planned stuff to harness the energy”
“We’re doing a paint slip and slide out on 
the lawn next to the shed and a messy art 
buffet where I’m just going to put out all 
the stuff that their not allowed to play with 
like glitter, slime, sand, shaving cream, you 
name it, we’ve got it.” 

“I’ve got some guest teachers organised that 
I’m really excited about.”

“I’ve got the ceramics lecturer from the 
university and we’re going to learn to play 
the ukulele.” 

Sara said that the ukulele classes will be run 
over three weeks.
“You can come for an hour each week and 
you’ll learn a song over those three weeks.”

“Each week you’ll learn some basic chords 
and fingering and my friend is going to 
bring ukuleles if you don’t have one.”

“I’m so excited!” Said Sara. 

While the Rascal Robot Art Space may be 
predominately geared towards children, 
there are also opportunities for adults to get 
involved. 

“We’re doing an adults Christmas night 
shopping too, I’ve got some friends who 
make t-shirts, Christmas decorations, 
scrunchies, all kinds of really cute things, 
called ‘Totally Mum Made’ and they’re 
mums who live locally, just trying to start 
a business, so they’re going to have a little 
stall here as well.”

“We’ll have wine, and nibbly bits, it’s going 
to be lovely and kid free, so you can come 
and buy for them and they won’t be peering 
over your shoulder, as well as have an adult 
conversation and a drink.”

“If you have been curious at all in 2020 
about what is going on down here, you do 
not have to be a child to just walk in and say 
hello,” Sara said, adding “just come down 
and have a look, I don’t bite!”

For those wanting to get in-
volved with Rascal Robot Art 
Space, you can check out their 
website at www.rascalrobot.art

You can also find them on Face-
book, or drop in to the building 
and say hello. 

Prefer to Read Online? 
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digital edition delivered via

email for FREE!
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George Town as a Holiday Resort
Continued from the November Edition...

By Peter Cox

The early 20th Century saw three major 
developments which changed the pattern of 
holidays. 

The motor car allowed a far greater range of 
venues for holidays and day trips.  

The growth of camping made the holiday 
maker independent of the hotel or guest 
house. The third was the advent of the surf 
and the beach as the main attraction for 
holiday makers. 

This mixture of the old and the new can be 
seen from a newspaper description of the 
Christmas-New Year holidays of 1921-22. 

“During the past week George Town has 
been inundated with visitors, every ho-
tel and boarding house being taxed to its 
utmost, besides numerous tents in various 
localities.  

There is also quite an army of people living 
on the water in motorboats, yachts, etc. 

Every year finds new faces visiting George 
Town, which now claims to be the pre-

mier seaside holiday resort in Tasmania.  
All kinds of sports have been indulged in 
during the past week, including bathing, 
picnicking, cricketing, and impromptu 
dances, ...

On Friday night last a concert and dance 
were held in the local hall, which was 
packed to the doors, the proceeds being in 
aid of the local Tourist Association...

On Saturday both the river and road were 
well patronised with travellers making for 
George Town and the Heads.  In the eve-
ning a dance was held in the hall with pro-
ceeds being in aid of the Church of England 
funds. A watchnight service was held in the 
Methodist Church... 

The ‘Rowitta’ arrived on Sunday with a fair 
complement of passengers.  On Monday the 
town was very lively with motor cars and 
bikes running to and from the Heads, the 
great majority being bound for East Beach 
for surf-bathing.  

The ‘Rowitta’ arrived about midday with 
a fair number of passengers, and left on 
return at 3.30 p.m., when a general exodus 
took place.  There are still a great many fam-

ilies staying in George Town and this state 
of affairs will more or less exist until well 
after Easter.” – ‘Crowds visit George Town’ 
The Examiner, 3rd January 1922, p.5 (www.
nla.gov.au/nla.news-article145812780).

Accommodation was in such demand that 
local families took in boarders, sometimes 
banishing their children to sleep on the 
veranda or in out-buildings. 

There were now many pleasure yachts and 
motor boats on the Tamar, and during the 
holidays they congregated in York Cove.

As river steamers gave way to motor cars, 
camping and holiday shacks replaced the 
hotels and boarding houses, and seaside 
activities changed from sheltered bath-
ing spots to surf beaches, George Town’s 
pre-eminence ended. 

New resorts such as Bridport and Greens 
Beach developed, and the greater propor-
tion of visitors were day trippers in cars, 
travelling to the Heads.

After 1924 only one steamer, the Rowitta, 
remained in service, being withdrawn in 
1941. Construction of the aluminium smelt-

er at Bell Bay changed George Town from a 
holiday and fishing village into an industrial 
town.

Low Head, with its river beaches at Lagoon 
Bay and Pilot Bay, and its surf at East Beach, 
became increasingly popular, and the em-
phasis gradually shifted there. 

The first holiday homes at Low Head had 
been built in the 1870s, and from the begin-
ning of the 20th century Launceston busi-
nessmen adopted it as their holiday venue. 

There was intense competition to hire the 
buildings on the pilot station, and cottages 
were built beside Pilot Bay. Families would 
spend the summer there, with the men 
returning to Launceston to work during the 
week.

Industrialization did not put an end to 
holiday making at Low Head. In fact, the 
number of shacks increased. Today Low 
Head still is a holiday centre, and its beaches 
and heritage maritime buildings are major 
attractions for day trippers and tourists. 

ABOVE: Gibson’s Beach, George Town in 1910 (Photo: Supplied)

GEORGE TOWN & DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC.
Meetings are held on the 3rd Monday each month, starting at 7.30 pm, usually at The Grove, 25 Cimitiere St, George Town. 

January, February and March meetings are held at Low Head, Hillwood & the Piper District respectively.
Meetings are free and open to the public, but a gold coin donation towards supper is appreciated.

Annual Memberships:  $15 single; $25 couple; $5 students - due in October.

NEXT MEETING
Monday, 18th January in The Boatshed, Low Head Pilot Station at 7.30pm

Speaker: Don Walton
“The Wreck of the Dredge ‘Nereus’ off low head in 1931”

Website: www.gtdhs.com Email: info@gtdhs.com 


