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Young George Town artist sends powerful 
message on new, mobile canvas 

Caring for the environment is something 
that is becoming more widely spoken about 
amongst many communities with more and 
more places starting to provide recyclable 
utensils such as Café’s opting for reusable 
coffee cups rather than a throw away only 
option.

The George Town council launched an art 
competition earlier this year for anyone 
under the age of 21 wishing to put forward 
their design for the artwork on the side of 
the garbage truck with the theme for the 
design being, ‘What does a waste free Tas-
mania look like’.

George Town Council General Manager 
Shane Power, Deputy Mayor Tim Harris, 
and some key representatives from the 
Councils Waste Department attended the 
presentation to congratulate competition 
winner, and local George Town artist Alys-
sia Sky.

“We are becoming more aware of the local 

talent we have in all of our artists right 
across all demographics and here is just 
another example from Alyssia who’s 9, and 
have a look at what she’s produced” said 
Shane Power, who was gleaming with pride 
at the end result of the artwork.

In keeping with the theme, Shane stated that 
Alyssia’s artwork does a number of things, 
including giving pride and ownership to 
the community about what responsible 
environmental management might look like 
along with emphasising the importance of 
reusing, recycling and repurposing. 

“I think Alyssia has absolutely nailed it in 
her artwork.” He said. 

Shane also stated that he believed the 
artwork symbolised what we are here to 
achieve and that is that, “we are all respon-
sible for preserving our planet for the next 
generation” and “it also looks good”.
Shane confirmed that they received many 
entries, however the quality produced by 

Alyssia stood out from the crowd. 

Alyssia received a $500 ‘Why leave town?’ 
gift card for her entry that can be redeemed 
within the local township along with two 
lovely bunches of flowers. 

Her name is also underneath the artwork 
on the truck which Shane stated she will 
be able to look back at and be proud of her 
achievement. 

The community will also get to see the art-
work and put a name to the picture.

When asked about how she felt when the 
competition winner was announced, Alyssia 
said she was “extremely excited.”

She wanted her design to show the impor-
tance of caring for Tasmania and started 
to brainstorm some ideas about what that 
might look like. 

Alyssia also said that she wanted to show 

people the value of reusing and recycling 
because it is important, and we need to keep 
Tasmania clean. 

Alyssia’s mum Delanie Sky said that she was 
very proud of her daughters achievements 
and stated that Alyssia had always been in-
terested in environmental issues and social 
justice.

It was clear by the work produced that Alys-
sia had really taken the time to think about 
her design to get the right end result, with 
the first couple of designs being thrown in 
the bin according to mum Delanie.

Delanie also commented that they don’t 
always put out their bin with the red lid and 
recycling is something they speak about at 
home, “everyone has to do it” she said.

Advertise here!
Email zac@hyperlocalmedia.info

Local George Town artist Alyssia Sky, aged 9, stands next to her artwork, now displayed on a George Town garbage Truck. (Photo: Zac Lockhart)
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Live music events return to the 
Tamar Valley

Local events are starting to regain their 
dominance following the COVID-19 pan-
demic, with local winery Tamar Ridge set 
to host a series of live music events in their 
new summer program. 

Bec Jones, of Tamar Ridge said that 
COVID-19 had definitely impacted their 
business. 

“We used to be open 7 days, from 10-5, we 
are now open 5 days, Wednesday to Sunday, 
and we’re open from 11-4.” 

“We’re about to increase that back up to 
10-5 because we’ve got the trade coming 
back with the borders reopening.” 

“On a normal Friday, we’d have proba-
bly anywhere between 50 to 100 people 
through, and now we have between 15-20 

people through in twos and threes.”
But despite the negative interference from 
the global pandemic, it’s not been all bad. 

“It’s kind of affected us for the better,” said 
Bec, “because now we’ve been able to move 
our wine tasting to seated and actually en-
gage with people a little bit more intimately, 
rather than have 20 people around the bar 
that get a dribble of this and a dribble of 
that, we are able to actually give people 
really intimate wine experiences and chat to 
them one on one.”

Tamar Ridge is hosting a range of events, 
including vinyl in the vines, and live music. 
“Our big week starts on boxing day, and it 
goes through to the 3rd of January.” Said 
Bec Jones.

“It should be an awesome two weeks!” 

Local DJ Kevin Turner said that Vinyl in the 
vines was a fun idea of matching music with 
wine. 

“People always talk about matching food 
with wine, but I love this idea that you can 
sort of pick up on the atmosphere and the 
crowd that are in there and read their reac-
tions with the music that you play and then 
try and build up the atmosphere around it.”

“It’s a really good combination, I’ve been 
doing it for 7 years and its just a lovely fun 
thing to do.” 

“I really like soulful funky music, I find that 
goes really well with Tasmanian wine.”

For further information or to make a 
booking, visit tamarridge.com.au 

The Launceston Women’s Shelter has been 
successful in obtaining $1.9 million Federal 
Government funding through the Safe Plac-
es Emergency Accommodation program.

Federal Member for Bass Bridget Archer 
said the funding will enable the shelter to 
further support Tasmanian women and 
children escape domestic violence with the 
construction of extra accommodation.

“Sadly the home environment is not always 
a safe and secure place for some in our 
community,” she said.

“Domestic violence is a leading cause of 
homelessness, which is why I’m a strong 
advocate for ensuring organisations like 
Launceston Women’s Shelter are supported 
in their important and valued work.

“Shelters ensure women and children have 
somewhere safe to sleep as well as provid-
ing access to specialist family and domestic 
violence services to create change amid 
traumatic circumstances.

“When women make the brave decision to 
leave it is vital that they are supported by 
our community.”

The Launceston Women’s Shelter’s Jennifer 
Bertram said the funding will mean the 
construction of additional units.

“It will allow us to increase emergency 
accommodation and provide women and 
children somewhere safe to escape vio-
lence,” she said.

“The grant is additional to the Tasmanian 
Government’s $4 million as a priority under 
Action 7 of the Affordable Housing Action 
Plan.”

Nationally, about 700 new safe places will be 
built under the Morrison Government’s $60 
million Safe Places initiative for new and 
expanded emergency accommodation. 

Under the program 40 projects will be fund-
ed, supporting 6000 women and children 
each year.

For more information on the Safe Plac-
es Emergency Accomodation Grants, 
visit communitygrants.gov.au/grants/
safe-places-emergency-accommoda-
tion

Safe places for 
Tasmanian wom-
en and children 
escaping violence 

Aurora Energy has released its 2020 Energy 
Charter Disclosure, reinforcing their focus 
on supporting Tasmanians in response to 
the COVID-19 pandemic and those experi-
encing vulnerability or affordability issues. 

This included launching a series of new 
affordability tools on its website, extending 
aurora+ to Residential Flat Rate customers 
to provide greater control and convenience, 

and enhancing its regular winter campaign 
to remind customers of the need to keep on 
top of their increasing energy costs. 
CEO Rebecca Kardos said the energy retail-
er was committed to helping deliver a more 
affordable, reliable and sustainable energy 
system. 

“We have been a strong supporter of the 
Energy Charter since its inception. Our 

business is committed to the success of this 
important initiative aimed at addressing 
customer expectations,” Mrs Kardos said.

Aurora Energy is one of 19 energy compa-
nies from across the supply chain, and the 
only Tasmanian organisation at this point in 
time, to have voluntarily committed to the 
Energy Charter.

Aurora Energy committed to improving customer outcomes

DJ Kevin Turner with Bec Jones at Tamar Ridge ahead of the upcoming music events (Photo: Zac Lockhart)
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The Tamar Yacht Club has a proud history 
of sailing in the Tamar since 1837, being 
one of the oldest clubs in Australia, and 
their capacity to not only continue sailing, 
but to also get more people and vessels out 
on the water has been increased, thanks to a 
new storage shed, and boat ramp. 

Even for those who are not avid sailors, the 

club is still an important part of the com-
munity, being the organiser of the ‘Outdoor 
Boat and Caravan Show’ held each year in 
the Tamar Valley, giving members of the 
community an opportunity to see the latest 
products and services in the outdoor leisure 
industry. 
Michael Breen, a Committee member at the 
Tamar Yacht club said it was through that 

Northern Tasmanians living with Multiple 
Sclerosis (MS) and various forms of cancer 
will have greater access to life saving medi-
cines from 1 November.

Federal Member for Bass Bridget Archer 
said the Morrison Government is investing 
more than $86 million over the next four 
years to list five medicines on the PBS.

 “Over 25,000 Australians live with MS 
and in Tasmania, we sadly have the highest 
number of MS diagnosis in the country, 
with approximately 138.7 people diagnosed 
per 100,000,” Mrs Archer said.

 “There is a high clinical need for effective 
treatments for patients with progressive 
forms of relapse onset multiple sclerosis.”

For the first time, Mayzent® (siponimod) 
will be listed on the PBS to treat those pa-
tients with secondary progressive multiple 
sclerosis.

“Without PBS subsidy, these patients 
would pay more than $25,000 per year for 
treatment with approximately 800 patients 
benefiting from this listing each year,” Mrs 
Archer said.

“The PBS subsidy now means patients will 
only need to pay $41 per prescription, or 
$6.60 with a concession card.”

 In addition to this listing, Australians 
diagnosed with Cutaneous T-cell lympho-
ma, a rare type of lymphoma which affects 
the skin, will receive subsidised access to a 
new medication and specialised treatment, 
Uvadex® (methoxsalen).

“This medication will be listed on the PBS 

for the first time for treatment of patients 
with erythrodermic cutaneous T-cell lym-
phoma who have not responded to other 
treatments,” Mrs Archer said.

“Without PBS subsidy, these Australians 
would pay more than $3,400 per year.”

Other PBS listings from 1 November  – 
announced in the Budget 2020-21 – include 
the expanded listing of:

Tecentriq® and Avastin® (atezolizumab 
and bevacizumab) for use in combination 
to treat patients with advanced unresect-
able hepatocellular carcinoma, the most 
common type of primary liver cancer. An 
average of 500 patients per year may benefit 
from this. They would normally pay up to 
$170,000 for a course of treatment without 
PBS subsidy

Lynparza® (olaparib) for the treatment 
of newly diagnosed advanced high grade 
epithelial ovarian, fallopian tube or primary 
peritoneal cancers. An average of 300 pa-
tients per year may benefit from this listing 
and would normally pay around $140,500 
per course of treatment for this medicine.
 
These PBS listings have been recommended 
by the independent Pharmaceutical Benefits 
Advisory Committee.

Since 2013, the Australian Government 
has approved over 2,450 new or amended 
listings on the PBS.

This represents an average of around 30 
listings or amendments per month – or one 
each day – at an overall investment by the 
Government of $11.8 billion.

event that they were able to finance the new 
facilities. 

“That’s been going for several years, and 
that’s provided us with the opportunity to fi-
nance the new shed and the ramp, covering 
it all ourselves.”

The storage shed is being used to house the 
clubs rescue boats, which according to Greg 
Hall, the commodore of Tamar Yacht Club, 
are an essential part of racing. 

“The rescue boats are used for our training 
and racing.” 

Prior to the new facilities, the rescue boats 
required towing to the public boat ramp to 
be launched, however now the vessels can 
be towed the short distance from the shed 
to the new boat ramp, and launched directly 
from the Tamar Yacht Club. 

The Tamar Yacht club has approximately 
180 members, with many members taking 
part in international sailing events, includ-
ing the Sydney to Hobart Yacht Race, as well 
as the training and racing events undertak-
en by the club locally. 
Mr Hall said the club was run by volunteers, 
commenting that more volunteers are need-
ed, as even the shed and ramp was done 
mostly by volunteers. 

“We had some contractors, but it was all 
done really, by volunteers.” 

For those interested in joining the club, 
learning to sail or becoming a volunteer, 
Mr Breen said the best way is to come along 
on a Saturday morning and make yourself 
known to the club. 

“It’s a great sport” said Mr Hall. 

Left-to-Right: Greg Hall, Commodore of Tamar Yacht Club, Michael Breen, Committee member & Ken Gourlay standing in front of the new boat shed

New medicines for those living 
with Multiple Sclerosis and cancer

New facilities for Tamar Yacht Club
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Labor calls for a rethink over 
TAFE

Shadow Minister for TAFE, University and 
Skills, Michelle O’Byrne MP has expressed 
her concerns over the current job crisis and 
the apparent drop in student enrolment 
numbers for TAFE.

Michelle O’Byrne MP has called for a 
rethink on skills and training, suggesting 
that the Liberal government should adopt 
Labor’s Free TAFE policy which would 
offer free TAFE courses in the building and 
construction, hospitality, aged care and 
disability services sectors.

“The 2019-20 TasTAFE annual report shows 
student numbers in 2019 before COVID-19 
hit, were down to 21,189.” Ms O’Byrne said.

“That’s a drop of seven per cent on the 
previous year and a massive 27 per cent fall 
since the Liberals came to power in 2014.”

According to Michelle O’Byrne, currently 

there are approximately 38,000 job seekers 
all competing to gain employment from a 
total of 1,800 jobs advertised. 

“What worries me the most is that we have 
a government that have been happy to 
spread good employment news whenever 
it’s there but have gone silent on issues such 
as this” Ms O’Byrne said. 

Ms O’Byrne has stated that Labor are push-
ing for free TAFE so that local people can 
get the skills that are required to fulfil local 
jobs.

“We’ve got to start investing in things that 
create jobs, we need a government that’s 
going to talk about plans to create jobs, 
to invest in pre-TAFE, to invest in proper 
training now and to ensure there are proj-
ects for these people. 

Ms O’Byrne stated, “We are in a jobs crisis. 

This crisis is only going to get worse, what 
we don’t have from this government is a 
response or a way out”

“The Liberals have promised to build Tas-
mania out of recession, but the building and 
construction sector is already experiencing 
critical skills shortages while people are des-
perately looking for jobs.” Ms O’Byrne said

“More than 20,000 Tasmanians lost their 
jobs at the height of the pandemic and, 
sadly, around 11,000 people remain out of 
work, with young people particularly hard 
hit.”

“As Labor’s COVID-19 Recovery Package 
points out, we need to buy local, build local 
and employ local and, by making TAFE 
courses more meaningful and accessible we 
can give businesses the support they need 
to recover and help Tasmanians get back to 
work.”

FIVE years in the making, Tasmanian 
sparkling wine guru Natalie Fryar this week 
releases Bellebonne’s first non-vintage drop, 
Bellebonne “bis” Non-Vintage Rosé.

‘Bis’ is inspired by the French for ‘the space 
in-between’, which encapsulates the
process and inspiration it took to make the 
exquisite non-vintage rosé.

“This is our inaugural release and will set 
the tone for what bis will be,” Natalie said.

“I’m excited to create a non vintage wine 
that can maintain the unique Bellebonne 
style across and between vintages.

“Your job as the winemaker is to have those 
reserves; have those blending options so you
can maintain house style and quality no 
matter what nature throws at you season to
season.”

In the face of a challenging year for the 
industry and people alike, Natalie said 
Bellebonne bis represents an opportunity 
for people to discover the brand for the first 
time.

“It’s definitely a response to the unique 
circumstances of 2020, we wanted to create 
wines that people can approach, that have 
more availability, that people can access 
more easily,” she said.

“For those who don’t know the Bellebonne 
brand, this is a fantastic way to understand 
what Bellebonne is.

“The name Bellebonne means beautiful and 
good, beautiful and good like Tasmania.
“It is the absolute epitome of me trying to 
interpret Tasmania and capture its beauty 
and its strength in a bottle.”

As for tasting notes, Natalie said the aromas 
of Bellebonne bis are a melody of strawber-
ry, Turkish delight and rose petal.

“The palate is elegant and long with textures 
of fresh cream, brioche and delicate fruit.”

Last month Bellebonne was named only one 
of two, seven star sparkling wine producers 
by internationally recognised judge and 
author Tyson Stelzer in his Sparkling Wine 
Report
2020.

Tasmanian wine guru 
launches new wine 
amid  a challenging 
year for the industry

Advertise here!
Email zac@hyperlocalmedia.info

Shadow Minister for TAFE, University and Skills, Michelle O’Byrne MP (Photo: Zac Lockhart)
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When the only bank in the Beaconsfield 
closed its doors earlier this year, the com-
munity, already struggling with the Coro-
navirus Pandemic, was faced with an added 
struggle. 

Local banking services are incredibly 
important to the community and is relied 

upon heavily by residents and businesses. 

Luckily, following extensive work by a com-
munity group, spearheaded by Janie Finlay, 
Beaconsfield once again has a local bank. 

This weekend saw the grand opening of the 
new Bendigo Bank Agency in Beaconsfield. 

Housed in the Beaconsfield H Hardware 
store, this agency will provide locals with 
banking services, and advice the ‘old fash-
ioned way’ with a strong focus on customer 
service. 

“The people here responded to the fact 
that they lost their only bank,” Said Martyn 
Neville, the Regional Manager of Bendigo 
and Adelaide Bank in Tasmania, “A really 
good group of volunteers approached us 
and worked really hard to get community 
interest.” 

“It was really driven by the people, which is 
fantastic.” 

“The confidence that gave us, we pushed 
ahead with the agency idea which is basi-
cally a business within the business, so Lisa 
Goss and the Home Hardware business 
here, she now has another part of her busi-
ness which is the agency.” Said Mr Neville. 

The Bendigo Bank Agency has only just 
opened, but Mr Neville said the community 
has already shown a lot of support. 

“Leading up to the opening, over the last 
few months we’ve had lots of people already 
open accounts and move their banking 
across to us.” 

“We’ve got all our specialists, whether it be 
home loan lenders or business lenders, they 
can come and talk to customers, and they’re 
already talking to quite a few people about 
moving their loans across as well.” Said Mr 
Neville. 

The addition of the bank agency to the 
Hardware store has meant that staff have 
undergone training to be able to work in the 
banking system. 

“This is all under the banks licence, so 

they have to follow all of the banks rules, 
the government regulations and privacy is 
really important to us, so there’s really strin-
gent privacy controls in place as well so our 
customers are really safe and their privacy is 
respected.” Said Mr Neville. 

Mr Neville also said that the more the com-
munity support the bank agency, the more 
things they can do. 

“We’ve already given a donation of $750 to 
the rascal robots program, and the money 
raised today at the opening is going to the 
Beaty Point Tigers.” 

Speaking to Tamar Valley News about the 
opening, Janie Finlay said that from day 
one, it’s exciting. 

“It is a feeling of masses of pride, but there’s 
also this gratitude for the fact that Bendigo 
Bank came to the call and delivered for the 
community.” 

The work is not over yet though said Ms 
Finlay. 

“The community demonstrated that they 
had a complete expectation that they would 
have great, face-to-face, old fashioned 
service, and it’s here now so we encourage 
everyone to support the investment that’s 
been made by the hardware store, and the 
support of Bendigo Bank, and get behind 
the team that’s supporting the community.”
 
The Bendigo Bank Agency inside of the 
Beaconsfield H Hardware Store will be open 
3 days a week, on Mondays, Wednesdays, 
and Fridays. 

New Beaconsfield Bank

Martyn Neville, Regional Manager of Bendigo and Adelaide Bank in Tasmania (Left), Taylar Goss, Beaconsfield H Hardware Store, and the Bendigo Bank Mascot 
stand outside the newly opened Bendigo Bank Agency in Beaconsfield. (Photo: Zac Lockhart)
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Waverly ‘Wallaby Picnic’ a success

On the 25th October, Waverley locals gath-
ered for the Waverley Wallaby Picnic at the 
local park.

Instead of the normal teddy bears picnic 
which is known to so many people, June 
Wise from Grow Waverley, thought it would 
be nicer to hold a picnic that was more 
‘locally minded’. 

With so many wallabies jumping around in 
Waverley of an evening, June said ‘I thought 
it’d be much icer for the children to gain 
an affection for what they’ve got out in the 
backyard rather than a throw away teddy. 

‘I love teddy bear picnics, I’ve had them 
with my kids, but I thought it would be 
much nicer to do something focussed on 

wallabies’ June said. 
June has already started thinking of ideas to 
add to the event if it goes ahead next year, 
with the suggestion of welcoming some 
story writers and/or dancers with the theme 
to be concentrated around wallabies. 

The activities that took place at the Wallaby 
Picnic included story reading, constructive 
play, an array of craft activities, seed potting 
and other learning activities which were 
coordinated by locals. 

The seed potting was part of the concept 
to ‘keep with the idea of caring about the 
things around us and doing things as natu-
rally as possible’ said June.

June said that the event was run by Grow 

Waverley which started with her friend 
Dannielle who runs the Waverly Commu-
nity Co-Op and was originally going to be a 
Teddy Bears picnic. 

June said she is currently studying design 
at Foundry and wanted to help the group 
develop a style guide. 

The group were given a grant which went 
towards several items to help facilitate the 
event. 

June mentioned some of the highlights for 
her were talking with parents and interact-
ing with everyone, seeing the children look 
happy and getting to see her mums work 
with the wallaby tales having been made by 
her mother.

Tasmania’s Australian of The Year 
Recipients announced
2021 Tasmanian Australian of the Year – 
Grace Tame (Bellerive, Hobart) 

2021 Tasmanian Senior Australian of the 
Year – Brian Williams (Blackmans Bay, 
Hobart) 

2021 Tasmanian Young Australian of the 
Year – Toby Thorpe (Huonville) 

2021 Tasmanian Local Hero – Edna Penn-
icott OAM (Kingston, Hobart) 

The 2021 Tasmanian Australian of the Year 
Awards were announced on 30th October 
2020 at Hobart Town Hall in the presence 
of Her Excellency Professor the Honourable 
Kate Warner AC, Governor of Tasmania, 
and the Honourable Peter Gutwein MP, 
Premier of Tasmania. 

The four Tasmanian recipients will join 
those from the other states and territories 
for the national awards to be announced on 
25 January 2021. 

The 2021 Tasmanian Australian of the Year 

is advocate for survivors of sexual assault 
and #LetHerSpeak campaigner Grace Tame.

Grace is an outspoken advocate for sur-
vivors of sexual assault, particularly those 
who were abused in institutional settings. 
From age 15, Grace was groomed and raped 
by her 58-year-old maths teacher, who was 
found guilty and jailed for his crimes.

However, under Tasmania’s sexual-assault 
victim gag laws, Grace couldn’t legally speak 
out about her experience – despite the per-
petrator and media being free to do so.
Working with the #LetHerSpeak campaign, 
Grace applied to the Supreme Court to win 
the right to publicly self-identify as a rape 
survivor – becoming the first Tasmanian 
woman to do so.

Now 25, Grace has demonstrated extraor-
dinary courage championing the #LetHer-
Speak campaign – using her voice to push 
for legal reform and raise public awareness 
about the impacts of sexual violence. She 
is a regular guest speaker for high-profile 
events and television programs and uses her 

media profile to advocate for other vulnera-
ble groups in the community. 

Scout leader and mentor Brian Williams is 
the 2021 Tasmanian Senior Australian of 
the Year. 
Brian has devoted more than 50 years to 
Scouts and has been a highly respected 
mentor to thousands of youth.
Under his leadership, the Blackmans Bay 
Scout Group has become one of the largest 
and most successful in Tasmania.

Brian organised the inaugural Australian 
Venture in Launceston, bringing together 
young people from around Australia and 
overseas for 12 days of fun and activities.
Due to the success of this event, the state 
has been invited to run several additional 
national events.

At 73, Brian is deputy chair on the commit-
tee for A Day on The Beach, a local Aus-
tralia Day celebration of Australian life and 
culture.

His efforts mean his scouts can participate 

in these local events, gaining valuable com-
munity engagement and life experience.
Since 1983, Brian has been on the state 
training team, where he has trained and 
nurtured more than 100 leaders in the Ven-
turer Scout Section – ensuring the ongoing 
success of the organisation. 

The 2021 Tasmanian Young Australian of 
the Year is advocate for youth empower-
ment and climate action, Toby Thorpe.

At 18, Toby is a passionate advocate for 
youth empowerment and climate action.
Through his initiatives, Huonville High 
School became the second Australian win-
ner of the international Zayed Sustainability 
Prize – launching Tasmania as a global 
leader in renewable energy innovation.

Toby organised the first state-wide climate 
leaders’ conference in three Tasmanian 
cities, attracting more than 350 student 
participants.

Now in its third year, the Global Energy 
Award-winning program empowers young 
people to lead sustainability projects that 
will contribute positively to the environ-
ment and their communities.

Toby has twice led the Tasmanian Youth 
Delegation, as part of the United Nations 
Climate Change Conference.

He worked tirelessly to enable students to 
meet with Australian Government repre-
sentatives as well as international change-
makers such as Greta Thunberg.

Toby is executive director at the Climate 
Justice Initiative, which runs in-school 
workshops to help young people under-
stand their power to make a positive impact 
and connects them with activists around the 
world. 

Founder of Kingborough Helping Hands, 
Edna Pennicott OAM, is the 2021 Tasma-
nian Local Hero. 

Edna’s organisation provides support to 
people facing financial hardship.
Kingborough Helping Hands (KHH) deliv-
ers care packages of food and other essential 
items for community members who have 
fallen on hard times.

Edna collects these goods herself and per-
sonally delivers many of the packages.
At Christmas, she organises the packing and 
delivery of around 250 hampers and 300 
children’s presents for families in need.

Through KHH, Edna supports several local 
women’s shelters, providing household 
essentials, furniture and clothes for wom-
en and children who are fleeing domestic 
violence.

She also operates an after-hours mobile van 
service that offers hot food and support to 
people who are sleeping rough.
The majority of KHH’s programs are com-
munity-funded, and Edna is the driving 
force behind all fundraising activities.
Now 73, Edna recently received an inaugu-
ral Aurora Energy Lifetime Achievement 
Award in recognition of 40 years of dedicat-
ed service to the most vulnerable members 
of the community. 

For more information on the Austra-
lian of the Year Awards 
visit australianoftheyear.org.au.

June Wise from Grow Waverly enjoying the sun at the Waverly Wallaby Picnic
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The Cape Hope Foundation have part-
nered with George Town Council’s Healthy 
George Town (HGT) initiative for the next 
two years.

George Town Council’s Mayor Greg Kieser 
said “Council is thrilled that the Cape 
Hope Foundation have partnered with the 
Healthy George Town program, under-
standably so, given how successful it has 
been since its launch in October 2019.”

“We look at the adoption and uptake num-
bers from our community, and they are very 
compelling.”

“Aside from the obvious health benefits that 
the participants get, there is a profound 
community benefit that brings everyone 
together.” 

“We are very grateful for the assistance both 
from the state government, as well as the 
Cape Hope Foundation for allowing us to 
extend the program for a further two years.”
 
“I was fortunate enough to actually be part 
of one of the programs called healthy bikes, 
where myself and Paul and Jenny Butler 
actually repaired the youth and the com-
munities bicycles so that they could get out 
there and use their bikes, and that was just 
incredibly rewarding.” Said Mayor Kieser.

The Foundation will contribute a total of 
$40,000 to the program.  These funds will 
be in addition to the $194,945 grant funds 
received from State Government’s Healthy 
Tasmania Fund. The additional funds will 
assist in the delivery of the Healthy GT 
program over the next 2 years.

Penny Hewitt from the Cape Hope Founda-
tion said they were delighted to be support-
ing the program. 

“The Cape Hope Foundation supports local 
charities and this really resonated with us, 
our ethos has always been giving communi-
ties or organisations a hand up not a hand 
out, and seeing what’s happening here with 
all the classes is an example of everyone 
getting out and helping themselves, which is 
what we’re all about.” 

The Cape Hope Foundation were eager 
to partner with the Healthy George Town 
initiative given the success of the initial 
2019/20 program, ensuring that program 
continued into the future.

• Delivery of 91 FREE sessions 
• 1234 hours of activities 

Cape Hope Foundation invests $40K in 
Healthy George Town

George Town Mayor Greg Kieser and Penny Hewitt from the Cape Hope Foundation stand with HGT participants and providers (Photo: Zac Lockhart) 

• 1162 people attended aged 6-89 (with an 
average age of 42 years) 7 endorsed Healthy 
George Town service providers
• Utilised 7 council and commercial venues

Healthy George Town is an evidence-based, 
community-wide, sustainable health and 
wellbeing project.  
The program aims to create a safe, connect-
ed, vibrant, healthy and positive commu-
nity.  

And best of all, it’s FREE to all residents!  

HGT partners with community organisa-
tions, local providers and health profession-
als to facilitate and deliver a broad range of 
activities to the local and broader George 
Town municipal area.

Tomas McIntee, the Assistant Community 
Officer at George Town Council said the 
main benefits of being active in the commu-
nity were plentiful. 

“There’s obviously the physical side of all 
the classes that we run, and also the mental 
side, especially as we are still going through 
the COVID period.” 

Wendy Perry, who has participated in the 
program over the past year said her favou-
rite parts of participating in the Healthy 
George Town program was meeting other 
people and getting out of the house, enjoy-
ing the fresh air.

“I’ll keep going for as long as it runs, and I 
might do a couple of the other classes too, 
the Tai Chi and the Yoga one.” Said Wendy. 

The Free Spring/Summer program offers the 
following sessions: 

• Healthy Mountain bikes
• Healthy Dance 
• Healthy Yoga
• Healthy Minds
• Healthy Boxing
• Healthy Tai Chi 
• Healthy Parks 
• Healthy Armchairs

For more information on how 
you can particpate in the 
Healthy George Town pro-
gram, and to see a copy of 
the Spring/Summer Program, 
visit georgetown.tas.gov.au/
healthy-georgetown 
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As well as reducing greenhouse gas (GHG) 
emissions of agricultural systems, carbon 
neutral farming can provide a marketing 
edge and numerous on-farm and off-farm 
environmental benefits.

National Landcare Program funding is en-
abling Tamar NRM to run a carbon neutral 
farming project focusing on carbon efficien-
cies of farms in northern Tasmania. 

Project coordinator Greg Lundstrom said 
“The project’s objective is to have more 
farmers involved in GHG reductions and in 
doing so improving the profitability, resil-
ience of their farming operations.”

The project aims to show that Tasmanian 
farmers have a greater opportunity than 
most mainland states to become carbon 
neutral and as a consequence gaining
a marketting edge.”

Tamar NRM has engaged RM Consulting 
Group (RMCG) to provide whole farm 
GHG accounting at 5 farms around the 

Tamar Valley to highlight the multiple 
benefits of putting in place adaptation and 
mitigations measures. 

These measures can include on-farm 
recycling, livestock management, genetics, 
feedbase adaptation, conservation tillage, 
and converting to renewable energy. 

The project will also look at carbon offsets 
opportunities through soil carbon and vege-
tation sequestration. 

The participating farms will benefit
from having their farm’s carbon emissions 
calculated and emissions reduction plans 
will assist not only these 5 farms, but the 
broader observer group of farmers that 
attend field days and forums.

Spokesperson for RMCG said “Thinking 
about carbon neutral farming is a whole 
system approach. 

We have used the official methods for 
Australian Carbon Credit Units (ACCU) 

accreditation for estimating carbon emis-
sions at Tamar region farms. 

However, this project explores the multitude 
of benefits from considering emissions in 
farming practices which can include cost 
savings, brand value and improved local
environments. 
These field days offer a chance for producers 
to explore carbon credit opportunities and
have explained to them how to navigate 
accreditation.”

The main GHG emission sources will be 
explained at the field days including meth-
ane emissions from cattle and nitrous oxide 
from nitrogen-based fertilisers.

Greg Lundstrom said “By providing five 
spatially spread farm demonstration sites 
around the Tamar Valley and showcasing 
their operations at field days will allow for 
an observer group of farmers to take suit-
able innovative practices back to their own 
farms for implementation. It’s a win-win”

Tamar Valley benefits from carbon 
neutral farming

Shelter belts double as carbon stores (Photo: Supplied)

Labor is calling for the Make Yourself at 
Home travel vouchers scheme to be extend-
ed to include cafes and restaurants.

Labor Leader Rebecca White said with just 
over a month left for people to spend their 
vouchers it is vital we support all sectors of 
the visitor economy, including providers of 
food and dining experiences.

Limiting the voucher scheme to accommo-
dation and tourism experiences ignores a 
large part of our visitor economy that has 
helped to drive the success of tourism in 
our state, and that’s cafes and restaurants,” 
Ms White said.

“Labor believes adding food and dining to 
the range of experiences the vouchers can 
be applied to would instantly boost their 
redemption, which was last reported at a 
very low 20 per cent usage.

“I am sure anyone lucky enough to get a 
voucher would be excited at the idea they 
could use it to enjoy some of Tasmania’s 
finest produce to support our food and 
hospitality operators.

“The vouchers need to be used by the end 
of November and with such a low rate of 
use to this point, adding in restaurants and 
other food venues would be an effective way 
of providing stimulus to tourism and hos-
pitality businesses and getting the money 
circulating in the economy sooner.

“This becomes even more important when 
you consider the impact being felt from cuts 
to JobKeeper and JobSeeker.

“Now is the time to get more money into 
the Tasmanian economy and nothing could 
be more in keeping with the state’s reputa-
tion as a fine food and dining destination 
than to extend the voucher scheme to our 
hospitality sector.” 

Labor calls on 
the Liberal 
Government 
to extend the 
use of trav-
el vouchers to 
also cover cafes 
and restaurants 
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In The Valley...

Get your photos at www.Photos.TamarValleyNews.com.au
Planning an event in the Tamar Valley? 

Let us know at news@tamarvalleynews.com.au

Sunday Music Session at Tamar 
Ridge
Sunday the 1st of November saw local legend Oscar O’Shea performing live 
music at Tamar Ridge’s Cellar Door. 

Between 12pm-3pm, locals were able to pull up a barrel and relax on the 
deck with all-day food & wine options along with live acoustic sets from 
musician Oscar. 

Tamar ridge is hosting a range of new music sessions as part of their new 
Summer program. For more details or to make a booking, visit tamarridge.
com.au

Trudi & Peter Taylor 

Jack Carter, Mollie White, Lauren Davidson & Evelyn Cunningham

Trishan Morhan & Thana Ramasamy

Callum Davis, Viv Dolbey, Jeff Dolbey & Kelsie Shepherd

Local musician Oscar O’Shea pictured performing live acoustic mu-
sic at the Tamar Ridge Cellar Door
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Australian Made Mattresses & Bedding
Samsons Bedding

Shop 2/128 Weld Street
Beaconsfield 

Comfort without the uncomfortable price tag!

Call Phil on 0431400264

www.samsonsbedding.com.au

6 The first known explorer to reach Tasmania was called 
_______________

9 The name of a lookout where a Bushranger was known for 
hiding out

10 The mine that collapsed in 2006 was located in 
__________

11 The name of the town where the Platypus house is locat-
ed in Northern Tasmania

12 Located in Underwood is a tourist attraction called 
___________ tree tops.

16 The name of the suburb where Rose Bay Park is located

20 Located within the Queen Victoria Museum and Art 
Gallery, the _______________ allows you to visually learn 
about all things astronomy and space related.

21 Construction for the _____ Bridge started in the year 
1966

22 The Low Head lighthouse has a _________ that can be 
heard approximately 30kms out to sea

23 A water driven ________ mill used to operate out of the 
Supply River which was built in 1825 and closed in 1889

1 A village located 7.5km out of Beaconsfield, _________ 
was the fourth oldest permanent settlement in Australia 
behind Sydney, Norfolk Island and Hobart

2 Tasmania was first called Van ________ Land

3 If you take away the first letter of the word ‘Hyena’ and 
replace it with two different ones, you would have a suburb 
in Northern Tasmania called ___________

4 The month in 1929 Tasmania experienced the worst flood 
throughout Invermay

5 A winery situated in Kayena with a type of animal as part 
of its name is called _______ Hill Wines

7 The suburb where Temco is located

8 A challenging water and land event held annually between 
1989 and 2013 that started in Beauty Point and finished in 
Hobart

13 Total number of schools located in Beaconsfield

14 A city at the junction of the North and South Esk river, 
called ___________ was the first Australian city to have 
underground sewers and to be lit by hydroelectricity

15 The scientific name of a Tasmanian Tiger is called a 
__________

17 The name of the wine region near Launceston is called 
the _______ Valley

18 The ________ Strait is the body of water that lies along 
the Northern side of Tasmania

19 A suburb ending with the letters ‘mere’

20 Flightless birds that can be seen on tours carried out in 
Low Head

Locally Themed Crossword

Answers

ACROSS: 6. Abel Tasman, 9. Bradys Lookout, 10.  Beaconsfield, 11. Beauty Point, 12. Hollybank, 16. Gravelly Beach, 20. Planetarium, 21. Batman Bridge, 
22. Foghorn, 23. Flour

DOWN: 1. York Town, 2. Diemens, 3. Kayena, 4. April, 5. Goaty, 7. Bell Bay, 8. Three Peaks Race, 13. One, 14. Launceston, 15. Thylacine, 17. Tamar, 18. 
Bass, 19. Windermere, 20. Penguins

Want access to free-to-read
Local Journalism?

No Paywall
No Clickbait
Local Tasmanian News

Visit:
www.TasmanianBrowser.com.au
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Proudly Locally Owned & Operated by
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Contact Andrew for an
obligation-free chat today! 

andrew@financialstreams.com.au

03 6338 9224
Retirement & Superannuation Planning

Financial advice for the people of the Tamar Valley

Invermay Intersection Chaos

The Tasmanian Government is funding the 
Goderich Street Intersection Upgrades proj-
ect in Invermay to assist with the suburb’s 
growing traffic demands.

The first phase of the project was completed 
in October 2020 with upgrades to the For-
ster Street and Goderich Street intersection, 
Forster Street between Goderich Street and 
Invermay Road and the Gleadow Street and 
Goderich Street intersection.

The upgrades seen an extra right turning 
lane from Goderich Street onto Forster 
Street and a second lane along Forster 
Street.

Phase 2 is a trial, in partnership with the 
City of Launceston, that will allow only 
left turns at the intersections of Goderich 
Street/Lindsay Street and Esplanade/Charles 
Street.

Based on traffic modelling, the improved 
traffic flow is expected to reduce congestion 
and queuing on the Charles Street Bridge.

During the trial, the right turns from 
Goderich Street into Lindsay Street will 
be removed from both Northbound and 
Southbound lanes, this will leave left turns 
only. 

Right turns will be removed from the Espla-
nade into Charles Street and from Charles 
Street into the Esplanade, this will leave left 
turns only. 

The trial started in October 2020 and will 
run until January 2021.

Motorists have been encouraged to plan 
another travel route if they regularly use the 
intersections to turn right. Suggested alter-
native routes can be found on the Transport 
website at https://www.transport.tas.gov.au/
 
On the Transport website they say they will 
review the trial, together with the City of 

Launceston, using traffic modelling, city 
planning requirements and public feedback 
to determine if the changed traffic condi-
tions should be implemented permanently.

The Department of State Growth and the 
City of Launceston are expected to open an 
online survey where commuters can pro-
vide their feedback about the trial. 

An outcome of the assessment is also said to 
be shared with the public in summer 2021.

Above: The intersection in question, infamous for being one of Launcestons worst traffic intersections

Family Court facilities in Launceston will 
receive a $5.4 million upgrade as part of 
the Morrison Government’s commitment 
to improving legal services for regional 
Australians.

The funding – announced in Tuesday’s Fed-
eral Budget – will see the court move from 
its existing shared premises to a specialist, 
fit for purpose facility within the Launces-
ton CBD.

Once a suitable site is identified, refurbish-
ment works will begin to provide appropri-
ate security and screening points, separate 

judicial entrances, more interview rooms 
and greater physical separation in public 
spaces for parties involved in disputes.
Attorney-General Christian Porter said 
work to identify a new building had already 
begun and it was hoped the facility could be 
ready to open by late 2021.

“Recent incidents at the existing court facil-
ity demonstrated the need for this invest-
ment, which will greatly enhance security 
and the overall experience for everyone 
using the court, including families, court 
staff and legal practitioners,” Mr Porter said.
 “As the local member, Bridget Archer has 

been tireless in her efforts to secure this 
new facility.”

Federal Member for Bass Bridget Archer 
today welcomed the investment in Launces-
ton’s future.
“The court deals with separating families 
who can be going through stressful situ-
ations such as domestic violence, which 
is why we need a modern facility that 
provides a safe and secure environment for 
all parties involved in disputes,” Ms Archer 
said.

“I thank the Government for listening to 

the community’s concerns and for pro-
viding this funding which will make these 
much needed improvements a reality.”

The investment in Launceston is one of 
many initiatives in this year’s Budget de-
signed to help those dealing with a separa-
tion to resolve their matters as quickly and 
efficiently as possible.
An additional $87.3 million has been pro-
vided for family law services that help fam-
ilies going through a separation to resolve 
matters without having to go to court.

Launceston Court Facility to be upgraded



Have News? Email: News@TamarValleyNews.com.au 13

Advertise here!
Email zac@hyperlocalmedia.info

Tasmanian borders re-open

After a long six months or more of border 
closures and strict travel exceptions put in 
place by the Government, to minimise the 
risk of Coronavirus cases in Tasmania, bor-
ders were finally opened to low risk states 
on the 26th October 2020.

With borders beginning to open, it is 
important to remain vigilant and ensure 
that we all continue to practice COVID-safe 
behaviours. 

Peter Gutwein has urged everyone to 
remember that this is not the time to grow 
complacent and that we should all remem-
ber the importance of good hygiene practic-
es and social distancing to reduce the risk of 
any Coronavirus cases. 

In total, Tasmania seen around 600 people 
arrive by air across seven flights, whilst 
Devonport also seen the first arrival of the 
Spirit of Tasmania under the new arrange-
ments with more than 80 vehicles disem-
barking on the morning of the 26th October 
2020.

Passengers arriving were health screened 
which also involved answering questions 
about whether they had any known symp-
toms of COVID-19. The premier confirmed 
that despite screening measures, more than 
180 passengers were believed to have passed 
through the airport in just under half an 
hour. 

Peter Gutwein was able to confirm that no 
travellers were referred for a COVID test 

and stated that it was “Very heart-warming 
to see the pictures on the media of those 
families being reunited”

The premier stated that the fact that so 
many families were able to reunite on the 
26th October was as a direct result of Tas-
manians doing the right thing and following 
all the rules put in place by the Govern-
ment. 

Medium and high-risk areas still require 
travellers to use the Good2Go pass system 
with the potential of some travellers still 
being required to quarantine. 

Whilst New South Wales was considered a 
medium-risk area prior to the 26th October 
2020, there are hopes that the Government 
will be able to downgrade them to a low-
risk category as early as the 6th November 
2020.

NSW has only had 6 cases in a population 
of nearly 8 million people within the last 28 
days, however the premier has confirmed 
that the Government would like to ensure 
that there aren’t any major outbreaks that 
could jeopardise the safety of Tasmanians, 
prior to opening the borders back up fully 
to that particular state. 

A special thanks by the premier was given 
to all those involved in keeping our borders 
safe, including Tasmania Police, biosecurity 
staff, airport staff and seaport staff
Even though the borders are being relaxed 
to low-risk areas, travellers are still being 

encouraged to use the ‘Tas-E’ travel system 
prior to coming into Tasmania which will 
help make the transition through the air-
port easier for everyone. 

Peter Gutwein was able to confirm that the 
vast majority of travellers entering our state 
on the 26th October 2020 had used the app, 
with some people completing their paper-
work upon arrival. 

The target date for borders opening back up 
to Victoria is still set for the 1st December 
2020, however it all depends on the number 
of cases and the information provided to the 
Government from Public Health.

Peter Gutwein also provided reassurance 
to casual workers and those eligible for sick 
leave that if they get stuck and are unable 
to work with no available sick leave that the 
Government will support them.

Mr Gutwein stated the importance of re-
maining vigilant and disciplined along with 
taking responsibility for ourselves and our 
own safety and finished off by saying “In 
doing so you’ll keep safe your family, you’ll 
keep safe your community and you’ll keep 
safe Tasmania” 

Further information about the ‘Tas-E’ 
travel system can be found by visit-
ing the Governments dedicated web-
site at coronavirus.tas.gov.au/travel-
lers-and-visitors/coming-to-tasmania

Tasmanians intend to increase their vigilance in 
COVID-safe practices once the State borders open 
amid the common concern that the health system will 
be overloaded if an outbreak occurs.

These are two of the findings of the most recent com-
pleted survey from The Tasmania Project, a program 
of research being conducted by the Institute for Social 
Change at the University of Tasmania. The Tasmania 
Project was set up to give Tasmanians a voice and to 
gather important information during and beyond
the pandemic.

More than 1300 people responded to the latest survey, 
which asked a series of questions about border restric-
tions. Most respondents (86%) agreed that when
borders open, they will be more vigilant with COVID-
safe practices.

Thinking about the most concerning scenarios when 
the borders opened, 66% were extremely or moderately 
concerned about the healthcare system
overloading and 62% were extremely or moderately 
concerned about family and/or friends being infected 
with COVID-19.

The Tasmania Project found that support for keeping 
the Tasmanian borders closed until COVID-19 is erad-
icated in Australia has declined over the duration of
the pandemic.

The Leader of The Tasmania Project and Director 
of the Institute for Social Change, Professor Libby 
Lester, said this was possibly due to COVID-19 fears 
decreasing within the community and an increased 
understanding that management of the virus, rather 
than eradication, is a more plausible future.

Over the duration of the pandemic respondents have 
been asked whether they always followed social/physi-
cal distancing rules. In the first general survey, 81%
agreed, however this proportion decreased substantial-
ly in two subsequent surveys to 64% and 47%. 

A majority of respondents (84%) indicated they 
would wear a mask in public to limit the spread of 
COVID-19. Seventy-six per cent said they would be
vaccinated if a vaccine became available, but 18% said 
they did not know whether they would be vaccinated.

Professor Lester said the Third General Survey also 
asked respondents about broader levels of safety in 
Tasmania. It found that 45% of Tasmanians surveyed 
felt “very safe” in Tasmania when thinking about world 
events. 

“This compares with a recent Lowy Institute finding 
from an Australia-wide survey that found
only 4% nationally said they felt very safe,” she said.

The biggest threats to Tasmania’s future, according to 
respondents, are pandemics, environmental disasters 
and degradation, global economic downturns and 
Tasmania’s lower levels of education. 

The threats considered least critical are international 
protest movements, slow population growth, and
terrorism, both domestic and international.

The Tasmania Project’s current survey invites 
Tasmanian residents aged 18 years and over to 
have a say in Tasmania’s recovery from COVID-19 
by sharing
their ideas and priorities with the Premier’s 
Economic and Social Advisory Council (PESRAC). 
www.utas.edu.au/tasmania-project

Health System 
at the top of Tas-
manians’ COVID 
concerns
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Now Accepting Enrolments for
Kindergarten in 2021

Beaconsfield Primary School

If your child was born in 2016 they will 
attend Kinder in 2021

Please contact Beaconsfield Primary School on 6383 1215 to
register your child's details.

Site of new Legana school confirmed

The new Legana primary school will be 
located at 612 West Tamar Highway.

The Government has secured an in-prin-
ciple agreement with the landowners for 
the joint purchase of 7.2 hectares of land in 
partnership with the West Tamar Council.

The announcement of a site is a significant 
milestone for the project, with the school 
expected to open to students in 2024.

Through our initial public consultation 

undertaken in March this year, community 
members provided suggestions for the pre-
ferred location for the school and the site at 
612 West Tamar Highway is in keeping with 
this feedback.

We have a strong partnership with the 
Council and are working together to deliver 
the new primary school and a community 
sporting precinct for the Legana commu-
nity.

A tender for the lead consultant for the 

primary school project will be issued 
next month and this means we will have a 
concept master plan for the school ready to 
present to the community for feedback in 
the first half of 2021.

We know that schools are the heart of a 
community and that this will be an exciting 
place of connection for people in Legana.

West Tamar Mayor Christina Holmdahl 
said that the West Tamar Community 
would be pleased to see the Legana school 

progressing and the location locked down.

“Our community have a strong interest 
in the location of the Legana school and 
the associated infrastructure, and we look 
forward to consulting with them further 
as the master plan is created” said Mayor 
Holmdahl.

To view the proposed site plan for 612 West 
Tamar Highway Legana or for more infor-
mation about the new primary school, visit 
www.education.tas.gov.au/leganaps

Men’s Sheds across northern Tasmania have 
been invited to apply for funding as part 
of the newest round of the National Men’s 
Shed Development Programme (NDSP).

Federal Member for Bass Bridget Archer 
said that Men’s Sheds provide a critical ave-
nue for social support and engagement.

“From Scottsdale to Ravenswood, Riverside 
to Kings Meadows, our community is for-
tunate to have access to a number of Men’s 
Shed who provide a variety of programs to 
its members,” Mrs Archer said.

“This funding can help our Sheds deliver 
programs with a strong health, wellbeing 
or safety focus and I urge all local Sheds to 
apply.”

Men’s Sheds can apply for financial support 
across the following funding categories:

Category 1: Health, Wellbeing, and Events 
$8,000 maximum
Category 2: Shed Improvements $8,000 
maximum
Category 3: Equipment $5,000 maximum

 
Since 2013, the Coalition Government has 
provided $5.4 million to support men’s 
sheds across Australia.

Applications for the current funding round 
close Friday 27 November. For more infor-
mation, visit https://mensshed.org

Men’s Sheds invited to apply for funding

Above: The site of the new Legana Primary School at 612 West Tamar Highway
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George Town as a Holiday Resort

By Peter Cox

One of the least known facts about 
the history of George Town is that 
for more than a hundred years it was 
a major holiday resort.

In the late 1820s, George Town 
became a resort for government 
officials and free settlers. It had three 
advantages. First was its location by 
the sea. Its weather in summer was 
much cooler than that of Launces-
ton., and the sea air gave it a repu-
tation as a place to which the sickly 
could repair to recover their health. 
The second was its prolific fishing. 
Third was the availability of cheap 
houses. With the transfer of gov-
ernment to Launceston after 1825, 
many buildings were unoccupied, 
and were sold cheaply. One officer 
wrote that buildings costing over 
£100 to build were offered for sale at 
£2/10/- ($5.00) 

There were, however, problems of 
access. The road from Launceston 
to George Town was little used 
and dangerous, as it passed mostly 
through forest. Until the late 1830s, 
there was always the danger of 
bushranger attacks. There was no 
regular boat service. To get there 
one had to know ships’ captains, or 
be able to hitch a ride in a govern-
ment boat. The journey could not be 

completed in one tide and it usually 
involved an overnight stop.  This 
restricted the visitors to a select few. 

During the 1830s four public houses 
were opened in the town to cater for 
the holiday makers. But there were 
dangers, especially in the late 1820s 
and early 1830s when bushrang-
ers prowled the lower Tamar area. 
During the Brady scare of 1826 
Colonel Balfour made a hurried trip 
to George Town to rescue his chil-
dren and return them to the relative 
safety of Launceston. In December 
1833 the George Inn was raided by 
bushrangers, who held the occu-
pants captive all night. 

 In the latter half of the 1830s the 
land along the river’s edge between 
George Town and Low Head was 
sold to Midlands graziers and Laun-
ceston businessmen for use as holi-
day homes, or “villas”. Only one villa 
was built: ‘Marion Villa’, for James 
Cox of Clarendon. Others, howev-
er, owned houses in George Town 
which were used for holidays.

The first steamship to operate reg-
ularly on the Tamar River was the 
Gypsy, introduced in 1841. It ran 
weekend excursions to George Town 
during the summer months, leaving 
Launceston on Saturday afternoon 
and returning on Monday morning. 

This enabled the wealthier classes 
to spend time in George Town, or 
businessmen to leave families there 
during the summer months, and 
visit them each weekend.  Occa-
sionally there were Sunday trips, 
advertised to reach George Town 
in time for the church service A 
special weekend trip to the regatta 
at George Town in February 1845, 
with the band of the 96th Regiment 
providing entertainment, attracted 
170 passengers. Accommodation in 
the village that weekend was taxed 
to its limits.

One visitor in December 1845 
recorded his weekend in George 
Town. Arriving by the Gypsy on 
Saturday afternoon, he stayed at the 
Steam Packet Inn, near the wharf. 
An after dinner walk around the 
town that evening, was followed by 
an early morning swim at the ho-
tel’s bathing house, and a long walk 
along the banks of the river to ‘Mar-
ion Villa’. He returned to the hotel 
for breakfast, changed for church, 
and in the afternoon took a stroll to 
the signal station on Mount George. 
A 3.30 pm dinner at the inn was fol-
lowed by an evening’s sail down the 
river.  Next morning, he had another 
swim, a walk and a hearty breakfast 
before boarding the Gypsy for the 
return to Launceston. 

The Gypsy was withdrawn in 1851. 
Thereafter a succession of operators 
tried their luck on the trade. Most 
failed within a year, but steamships 
more or less plied the Tamar on a 
regular basis, at least during the 
summer months, until the mining 
developments of the 1870s made the 
trade more viable.

As Launceston grew into a commer-
cial and industrial town, a sizeable 
middle and artisan class developed. 
The monotony of regular hours of 
work and a 5½ day working week 
was relieved by the occasional public 
holidays, when the workers could 
escape the town for a day in the 

country.  One venue was a day trip 
by steamer to George Town. The 
steamship companies relied on these 
excursions for much needed income.  
Boxing Day and New Year’s Day 
were especially popular. 

By the late 1870s there were many 
steamships on the Tamar, taking 
cargo and passengers to the mines 
at Beaconsfield and via George 
Town to Lefroy. They also serviced 
the north west coast towns and the 
tin mining ports of the north east. 
Many doubled as excursion boats on 
holidays. Despite competition from 
the railway, these excursions were 
popular. Clubs, church groups and 
businesses often chartered a vessel 
for a group picnic or for raising 
funds. Bands or portable harmoni-
ums were aboard to entertain the 
passengers, and at George Town the 
whole population usually turned 
out to greet them. The excursion-
ists had from three to four hours 
ashore, picnicking on the beach, or 
in the village square. Many went for 
walks along the shore, even as far as 
the lighthouse some five kilometres 
away. Some of the steamers contin-
ued on past the Heads and out to 
sea, to give the braver passengers a 
“taste of the briny”. On Boxing Day 
1874 three steamships took some 
450 passengers to George Town. 

There were also those who regularly 
spent their holidays in George Town. 
Sir Hudson Fysh later wrote of holi-
days at the turn of the 20th century, 
in the family cottage on the village 
square. Another was John Orchard, 
who spent many a happy vacation 
in his uncle’s holiday cottage on the 
banks of York Cove, boating, swim-
ming and fishing. He also engaged in 
the illegal harvesting of oysters from 
the rocky shores of Bell Bay. The 
oysters were placed in a hemp bag 
over the stern of his boat: if anyone 
caught him, the evidence could be 
quickly disposed overboard.

To be continued in our December Edition...
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