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For those unfamiliar with Tamar Sea Rescue, the large shed at Beauty 
Point is simply a part of the local landscape, but for boaters and locals 
the Tamar Sea Rescue is truly a life saving organisation. 

Stepping into the large shed at Beauty Point, the amount of work done by 

the volunteer crew is highly visible. From the stack of equipment in the 
radio room, through to the capabilities of the training room, and finally 
into the boat shed, where the aging training/rescue vessel is dwarfed by 
the larger, newer Rescue vessel. 

Under New Ownership! Read more on Page 2!
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Change of Ownership
Dear Readers, 

As you would already be aware, the Coronavirus Pandemic has had a catastrophic effect on many small, local businesses, and Tam-
ar Valley News has not been exempt. 

Kyle Barrett, the previous owner of Hyperlocal Media, which owns and operates the Tamar Valley News, made the difficult deci-
sion to cease printing of the Tamar Valley News temporarily throughout the pandemic. 

As the situation worsened, it was looking likely that Tamar Valley News may not return to print at all. 

On the 1st of July, 2020, Kyle transferred ownership of Hyperlocal Media & Tamar Valley News to myself and my business part-
ners. 

We would like to take this opportunity to congratulate Kyle on his efforts to start and grow this important, local news publication, 
and wish him the very best for his future endeavours. 

When we took over ownership, we knew that our number one priority was to get the publication back in to print, and to ensure 
that the publication remains free to read for members of the Tamar Valley. 

In addition, for the Legislative Council Elections in Rosevears, we worked to deliver a live-streamed candidates debate, in which 
five out of six candidates attended and were able to answer questions from the community and give voters the opportunity to hear 
from each candidate. 

The debate was live-streamed on Facebook and YouTube, and received over 2,000 views. 

We received a lot of positive feedback for this event, and we look forward to providing this service again for future local elections. 

In addition to hosting the candidates debate, we also worked to develop a new and improved website for Tamar Valley News. You 
can visit www.tamarvalleynews.com.au 24/7 for local news and stories that are free to read - we are committed to never hiding our 
content behind a paywall. 

We are dependent on the support of our local advertisers to keep this important publication in print, and free to read. If you value 
local, independent journalism, we encourage you to shop local and support our advertisers, as without them this paper would not 
exist. 

If you would like to advertise your business with Tamar Valley News, please feel free to email me directly, or visit  
www.tamarvalleynews.com.au/advertise for more information. 

If you have any news, stories or local events you would like to see featured in the Tamar Valley News, please email them to  
news@tamarvalleynews.com.au. 

If you would like to contact us with any feedback, suggestions or to discuss any matters relating to Tamar Valley News, you can 
contact me using the methods listed below.

Thank you for your support, and we look forward to continuing to provide you with local news & stories in the future. 

Kind Regards,

Zac Lockhart
Managing Director

Email: zac@hyperlocalmedia.info
Phone: 0427912642
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Close Battle For Rosevears

With the election for the Legislative Council Divi-
sion of Rosevears on the 1st of August, the elec-
torate headed out to vote for their next member of 
the legislative council. 

From early on, the results showed extremely close 
numbers between Liberal Party Candidate Jo 
Palmer, and Independent Candidate Janie Finlay. 
Ultimately, it was Jo Palmer who won the election 
with 11,492 votes, a mere 260 votes more than 
Janie Finlay. 

Speaking with Tamar Valley News, Janie Finlay 
told us she was really proud of how close it was. 
“Clearly I was hopeful that it would have been 
closer for me in the other direction,” said Janie, 
“but for an independent candidate with the sup-
port of community, working in an election against 
a massive team, which is a big party, a successful 
government and a popular premier and someone 
with a career over a long period of time across 
all of Tasmania, I think it was an extraordinary 
outcome.” 

“The only downside, was not winning but there 
were multiple upsides that I’m really proud of ” 
said Janie. 

Janie also pointed out the work of her team of scruti-
neers, working in the tally room after the election. 

“For me, the most encouraging feedback from my 
scrutineers was that of all the candidates who votes 
1 – Liberal, 95% of them votes 2 – Janie Finlay.” 

So what’s next for Janie?

“For now, teaching my 16 year old to drive and sup-
porting my husband Dave in his company. He was a 
massive support to me in my campaign, so now I’m 
returning that favour.” 

“Obviously with the city of Launceston there are 
some massive projects in the COVID space in the 
current environment around recovery and re-build-
ing.” Said Janie. 

“There’s always lots on the agenda, but for now it’s 
about recasting what that pathway is, I’m no rush to 
do that, but what I know is that I’ll always be com-
mitted to Tasmania.” 

Jo Palmer did not respond to our requests for an 
interview. 

Local Distill-
ery Wins Gold 
Medals
Local Distillery Turner Stillhouse took 
home four medals at the prestigious In-
ternational Wine and Spirits Competition 
(IWSC) for all four of their gins. 

Being the only Tasmanian gin to have 
won gold, Justin Turner, the founder of 
Turner Stillhouse, said these achievements 
have been exactly what the craft distillery 
needed. 

“These awards came just at the right time 
to give us the lift in mood that we needed. 
It has been a challenging market with the 
covid pandemic within our first two years 
of operating the distillery.”

“It is such a good feeling to know that 
while the current situation has not been 
ideal, we have continued to push forward 
and have made products we can be proud 
of.”

“As of last week, we further expanded into 
the mainland market having been picked 
up by several large bottle shops in Victo-
ria.”

Turner Stillhouse is a shining example of 
the remarkable products being produced 
in Tasmania right now. 

While the current landscape for manufac-
turing and tourism may appear bleak at 
the moment - small Tasmanian businesses 
continue to produce and provide excel-
lence across the board.

Turner Stillhouse offers tours, tastings and 
cocktails 7 days’ a week from 10am to 5pm 
in their recently renovated distillery just 
outside Launceston, along the picturesque 
Tamar Valley Wine Route. 

Advertise Here
Visit: www.TamarValleyNews.com.au/Advertise OR Email: zac@hyperlocalmedia.info

Jo Palmer MLC (Left) and Candidate Janie Finlay (Right)
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New Bank a Success For the Community

(PHOTO: Supplied) Left-to-Right: Mayor Christina Holmdahl, Janie Finlay, Jodi Lowe and Kim 
Hansen

When the Bank of Heritage Isle informed it’s mem-
bers that their Beaconsfield branch would be clos-
ing, anger and disappointment surged through the 
community. 

It was through this anger that one member of the 
community picked up the phone to call Janie Finlay, 
who was at the time a candidate for the Legislate 
Council in Rosevears. 

“A member of the local community picked up the 
phone to me and said, this is not OK, what can we 
do about it?” Said Janie Finlay. 

“From that I spoke to a lot of people and asked a lot 
of questions, and put together a working group to 
address the issue.” 

“Initially to call the Bank of Heritage Isle to account 
for their decision, but also to discuss what we are 
going to do about it?” 

Given that not all members of the community use 
online banking, and that many prefer the old-school 
face-to-face system, the working group set out to 
restore banking services to the local community. 

Supporting our West Tamar businesses.

Authorised by B. Archer, Liberal Party of Australia, 100 St John St, Launceston TAS 7250. 

FEDERAL MEMBER FOR BASSBRIDGET ARCHER MP

It has never been more important to support our local economy. 
Now is the time to get behind your favourite small businesses and shop local. 

“We engaged with Commonwealth Bank, Bank of 
Us and Bendigo Bank initially.” 

“Everyone were fantastic, with Commonwealth 
bank deeply committed to Exeter, they have physi-
cal services there, and we were able to confirm there 
was no indication of them contracting that.” 

“Bank of Us obviously rebranded and re-operation-
alised recently with a high commitment to digital 
engagement, and wanted to make sure that the 
community were aware of their offering” Said Janie

“Bendigo Bank hands down were the organisation 
that understood and had experience with starting 
up agency model banking services successfully 
across the country, and so we engaged in a discus-
sion with them.” 

“They needed to be sure there would be sufficient 
long-term banking in the community to sustain 
an offering long term, which involved a minimum 
commitment from the community and the commu-
nity actually pledged the minimum requirement, 
and we are seeing that business coming through and 
accounts opening up” Said Janie

The second issue was they needed a host 
site that the community would trust and 
support, which through community en-
gagement and feedback the community 
identified Beaconsfield H Hardware, Nurs-
ery & Building Supplies as the ideal loca-
tion. 

“Hands down that was the supported loca-
tion for the agency” said Janie
“Bendigo bank put them through deep 
scrutiny to ensure they met all their re-
quirements, and they were successful.” 

“The building is nearly complete now, and 
they are hoping for a spring opening.” 

“For Bendigo Bank to be committed to 
and recognise why it’s so important for the 
community, we really appreciate that.” 

When asked what advice Janie Finlay has 
for other local communities who are facing 
situations like these and want to come 
together as a community and overcome 
challenges like these, she said it had to be 
community lead. 

“Without that one phone call of someone 
saying ‘this is not OK, what are we going 
to do about it?’ and then putting together 
a working group of locals who are directly 
impacted, but also have the skills to deliver, 
it’s not something you can do on your own, 
you have to do it together.”

“You have to be persistent and determined” 
said Janie. 

“As a working group we drove the process. 
We were calling for meetings, attending 
meetings and catching up weekly over 
those first few months.”

“It’s not just a short term process, as a 
working group we’ll probably continue 
working through the year ahead to support 
it and make sure that it is sustainable.” 

“My advice is to get a great team around 
you that are dedicated, passionate and 
skilled, and are willing to do the hard work, 
for the long term, because that’s what it 
takes.” 
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New Vessel To Deliver

Tamar Sea Rescue Volunteer Tony Gerding (Left), President Neville Gray (Centre) and Volunteer Brian Fitzgerald (Right)

For those unfamiliar with Tamar Sea Rescue, the 
large shed at Beauty Point is simply a part of the 
local landscape, but for boaters and locals the 
Tamar Sea Rescue is truly a life saving organisa-
tion. 

Stepping into the large shed at Beauty Point, the 
amount of work done by the volunteer crew is 
highly visible. 

From the stack of equipment in the radio room, 
through to the capabilities of the training room, 
and finally into the boat shed, where the aging 
training/rescue vessel is dwarfed by the larger, 
newer rescue vessel. 

It is this aging training/rescue vessel that is in 
need of replacement. 

“Our existing smaller training/rescue vessel is 
mainly used for recreational boat licence training, 
but is sometimes used for small assistance jobs 
where it is more cost and time effective to tow 
the smaller vessel, than launch the larger vessel, 
and use a large amount of fuel, for a smaller job, 
where someone may just need ten litres of fuel to 
get back to the boat ramp.  The use of this vessel 
is limited by us, for use only inside the Tamar 

River.” Said Matthew O’Neil, the Operations Manager of 
Tamar Sea Rescue. 

Using the vessel, Mr O’Neil said that Tamar Sea Res-
cue averages training in excess of 150 recreational boat 
licence students per year. 
But the vessel is growing increasingly old, and needs 
replacing. 

“The replacement vessel will be used for these same 
roles, but will also have a much broader capability. This 
vessel will also be more than capable of responding 
to incidents along our coastline, and is more suited to 
work close to shore.”
“The large vessel has an alloy hull, which is not de-
signed or suited to work close in to rocky coastlines.  
This replacement smaller vessel, given its HDPE 
(High-density polyethylene) construction, has a high 
impact resistance, and is capable of low speed manoeu-
vring and contact with rocks without jeopardising hull 
integrity.”

It is this ability to work closer to the rocky coastline that 
will allow Tamar Sea Rescue the ability to potentially 
evacuate people from rocky beaches in the event of a 
bushfire, adding yet another crucial capability to its 
already long list of life saving services. 
“This vessel in particular is a massive leap in capabil-

ity for our group, and also for the local 
coastal communities that we serve. Our 
communities will now have a solid evac-
uation option for areas that have no boat 
ramp or piers, or nice sandy beaches. A 
large proportion of our inhabited coast-
line has rocky shores, that aren’t suited to 
traditional alloy or fibreglass hulls.” Said 
Mr O’Neil. 

“Once our new (second-hand) vessel is 
commissioned, we will then sell the near 
new outboards, and the trailer.  These 
funds will be used to repay a loan we 
have negotiated for part of the funding.”
“These same vessels have been purchased 
by Queensland Police for remote areas 
where they are required to be low main-
tenance and flexible in capability.”

Tamar Sea Rescue, having already raised 
$70,000 is calling for donations to help 
with the cost of replacing the aging ves-
sel.

“This vessel replacement project is valued 
at around $85,000, which includes the 
purchase of the vessel and transport to 
Tasmania, upgrading the existing naviga-
tion electronics to suit the new role, and 
also some survey changes.”

“Given Tamar Sea Rescue have reached 
$70,000 of the $85,000 project, we have 
contingency plans in the event we receive 
no more funding.  Unfortunately, that 
would mean that our operational budget 
for maintenance, and our fuel budget 
would be impacted for some years.  Based 
on $1.30/litre, our large vessel costs over 
$700 to fill. We are reimbursed for our 
Search and Rescue work, but assistance 
jobs where we are not activated by police, 
we receive no funding.”

“Our ageing training/rescue vessel is 
crucial to our funding model. Without it, 
we don’t have money for fuel and main-
tenance, as all our instructors are volun-
teers, and our recreational boat licence 
courses provide our operational income.”

“We hope to gain the last $15,000 prior 
to close of business Friday 11 September 
2020.”
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Enhanced Capabilities
Help Those

Who Help Us
Tamar Sea Rescue have

already raised $70,000 but
need your help to reach the

$85,000 required.  

To donate, visit: 

www.gf.me/u/ymgdxn

Or scan the QR code below

Help Those Who Help Us

Tamar Sea Rescue is a local volunteer organisa-
tion providing sea rescue services, and recre-
ational boat licence training. In the 2018-19 
financial year, they launched 39 times, provid-
ing 151 vessel hours. 

During the period from the 1st of July and 
March 2020, Tamar Sea Rescue spent the 

following volunteer hours patrolling, or conducting 
search and rescue, or assistance jobs in the waters of 
the following Local Government Areas: 
 West Tamar – 664 hours 
 George Town – 611.5 hours 
 Launceston – 83.5 hours 
 Dorset – 34.5 hours 

“An average callout would be something 
along the lines of a small vessel, e.g. a tinny, 
that is having engine troubles within 30mins 
of Beauty point. Given it’s not life threaten-
ing, and most of our crew and skippers have 
full time employment, it may take an hour 
or so to get a crew on the water, then once 
the job is done, the crew need to prepare 
the vessel, including wash and refuel for the 
next job.  If the job is more serious, we then 
prioritise our response as needed by Tasma-
nia Police Search and Rescue.” Said Matthew 
O’Neil, Operations Manager for Tamar Sea 
Rescue. 

“These would average out to only 3 or 4 a 
month, however you may not have a call for 
a month, then you have a day with 2 sepa-
rate callouts. Even a short 30min on water 
assistance job means at least 2 hours work for 
at least 2 volunteers, for travel and pre- and 
post-voyage preparation,  maintenance and 
cleaning, plus the time spent on water.”

“We currently have about 40 volunteers, but 
not all with seagoing roles.” 

“We have no minimum amount of service for 
volunteers. Our previous President, Hen-
ry Jacobs always said, “Your Family comes 
first, then your job, if you can give us a few 
hours a year, that’s more than we had without 
you.” There are minimum levels of training 
required for crew and skippers to maintain 
skills.”

Tamar Sea Rescue Volunteers Brian Fitzgerald (Left) and Tony Gerding (Right)



2020
WorkSafe
Month 2020
Safe Bodies, Safe Minds. 

Join us online this October 
for free health and safety 
webinars and training

worksafetasmonth.com.au
Register now at
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Health Speak Podcast to Build Resilience 

A new series of Health Speak podcasts 
hosted by Healthy Tasmania Pty Ltd as 
part of the George Town Council’s Healthy 
George Town initiative will focus on helping 
community members be resilient during 
COVID-19 conditions. 

Funded through a $10,000 partnership 
between Bell Bay Aluminium and George 
Town Council, a series of five special ep-
isodes focuses on supporting community 
members to re-enter the world with the key 
skills they need to live well during a pan-
demic. 

The partnership is one of a number of major 
investments the smelter has supported in 

the George Town municipality as part of a 
US$25 million commitment Rio Tinto has 
made to support communities around the 
globe during the COVID-19 pandemic and 
recovery, through its Partnership to Progress 
program. 

Bell Bay Aluminium general manager Shona 
Markham said, “We are delighted to support 
this series of podcasts in partnership with 
the George Town Council. People are craving 
information that will support and help them 
through this pandemic and they want it from 
a trusted source like Healthy Tasmania’s 
Creative Director and host of Health Speak, 
Penny Terry. 

“As well as talking to experts, Penny has been out in our 
local community and into businesses to see what people 
are doing to deal with this pandemic, as we all do our best 
to live through and recover from it. I am looking forward 
to listening to this new series for some tips from the 
experts.” 

Designed to provide listeners with a “COVID kit“ of 
life skills to live well during the pandemic, each episode 
shares real stories and practical tips to help community 
members cope with change; including managing stress 
and blame, creating healthy habits and dropping bad 
ones, managing new processes and supporting others 
well, reducing loneliness, and even how to manage pan-
demic-exhaustion. 

Host Penny Terry said, “This podcast is like being given 
a list of the best life-hacks for living through a pandemic. 
It has been incredible to hear community members share 
their experiences, thoughts and challenges so honestly 
and openly, it is the stuff we do not usually get to hear. 
When combined with some simple tips from the experts, 
this podcast is an interesting, easy and fun way to work 
out what life skills will truly be useful right now”

George Town Mayor Greg Kieser said, “Funded by Coun-
cil in April at the height of the pandemic, the initial 
Health Speak podcast delivered enormous benefits to 
our community at a time of great uncertainty. It record-
ed excellent listener reach across our municipality and 
the State. Council believes the next instalment of Health 
Speak podcasts funded by Bell Bay Aluminium will be ex-
tremely valuable to listeners, in what we hope will contin-
ue to be the recovery stage of the pandemic in Tasmania.”

Series three of Health Speak launched on Thursday, 20 
August.

(PHOTO: Supplied) Left-to-Right George Town Mayor, Greg Keiser, Penny Terry and 
Shona Markham, general manager, Bell Bay Aluminium
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Letters To The Editor
I was pleased to see to see that NQ minerals recently acquired the Beacons-
field Mine site with plans to recommence mining operations.
Results have shown there is potentially over 1 billion dollars’ worth of gold 
yet to be mined.

Providing that the mine can be safely re-opened, I believe it would be a 
great thing for our economy, whilst also providing jobs for Tasmanians. 

Kristy, Launceston

Beaconsfield Mine Re-opening Send a Letter

Have your say on local issues by sending a letter to the edi-
tor. You can do this online by visiting 

www.TamarValleyNews.com.au/letter-to-the-editor/
or by emailing us at 

news@tamarvalleynews.com.au 

We look forward to reading your thoughts! 

Tinder for Waste
Northern Tasmanian businesses will soon be able 
to divert tonnes of waste product from landfill via 
a website described as “Tinder for waste”.

The digital platform ASPIRE works on circular 
economy principles and connects producers of 
waste with those who can reuse, repair, remake 
and recycle the products.

George Town, City of Launceston, Meander 
Valley, Break O’Day, Flinders Island, West Tamar 
and Northern Midlands have signed on to the 
platform.
People and businesses in those council areas with 
fewer than 20 staff can use it for free, while larger 
businesses are encouraged to also join for a fee.

ASPIRE was started at the CSIRO and has 
worked with hundreds of councils and business-
es across Australia to drive environmental and 
economic benefits.

One example of a manufacturer of yeast for the 
baking industry saw it divert more than 160,000 
tonnes from landfill to feedstock for supplements 
for nearby farms and produce electricity via 
methane power from biodigestion.

The financial and environmental cost benefits 
were also substantial with the company saving 
more than $40,000 per year in getting the waste 
to landfill and preventing more than 3000 tonnes 
of landfill, more than 700 tonnes of carbon diox-
ide and saving more than 60,000 litres of water.

The construction industry, which accounts for 
about 80 percent of waste products, is also seen as 

a potential user.

The 12-month trial of ASPIRE is being overseen 
by Northern Tasmania Development Corpora-
tion and the Northern Tasmania Waste Manage-
ment Group.

Northern Tasmania Waste Management Group 
chairman and George Town Council general 
manager Shane Power said consumers were be-
coming more environmentally aware and social-
ly conscious, which was reflected in their buying 
decisions.

“Businesses that demonstrate commitment to 
the circular economy will appeal to this market 
segment as well as doing their bit to reduce envi-
ronmental impacts,” Mr Power said.

“We expect existing businesses will benefit 
through reducing costs associated with landfill 
but also add new revenue streams through max-
imising value from their business processes from 
large manufacturing to small niche industries or 
even service providers.

“We also expect new businesses will evolve in the 
remanufacturing and recycling processing space, 
creating job opportunities, including social en-
terprise, maximising resource value and enhanc-
ing the regional economy.”

Mr Power said Northern Tasmania already had 
some great examples of local business and indus-
try leading the way in the circular economy and 
was confident ASPIRE would provide a mar-
ketplace that complements established circular 

economy ventures.

“It will also encourage existing businesses to em-
brace circular economy principles, knowing it not 
only contributes to a sustainable environment, 
but makes great business sense also.”

NTDC chief executive Mark Baker said the con-
cept of a circular economy was becoming increas-
ingly mainstream and complemented Tasmania’s 
competitive advantage in renewable energy and 
plans to produce green hydrogen.

“Increasingly, the world is moving away from a 
take it, make it, break it and throw it out mentally 
to a reuse, repurpose, repair, recycle,” Mr Baker 
said.
“For generations we have been putting hundreds 
of thousands of tonnes of waste into landfill 
without fully recognising its potential. Such is the 
size and missed opportunity of that waste, some 
countries are actually mining their landfill for 
chemicals and minerals. Northern Tasmania is 
not at that stage but this is a first step in proving 
the benefits of a circular economy approach.”

ASPIRE chief executive Cameron McKenzie 
was thrilled to launch the platform in Northern 
Tasmania.

“We look forward to working with the councils 
and business community to introduce ASPIRE 
as a solution to reduce their landfill levels, build 
business networks and save real dollars by ex-
changing waste as a resource,” Mr McKenzie.

ADVERTISE HERE
Visit: www.TamarValleyNews.com.au/Advertise OR Email: zac@hyperlocalmedia.info
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POWER BILL RELIEF 
NEEDED FOR 
TASMANIANS

Contact My Office on 6324 2020 
if you agree we need a Power Bill 
  

Michelle O’Byrne MP 
For Bass

ADVERTISMENT

Authorised by Michelle O’Byrne MP for the Tasmanian Labor Party. 219 Invermay Road Launceston

Relief for all Tasmanian’s

Teddy Sheean Finally Recognised 

In 1942, during the last few years of World War II, 
Tasmania lost a true war hero, Teddy Sheean.

Edward “Teddy” Sheean, an ordinary seaman of 
the HMAS Armidale unit was onboard a ship 
called Armidale which was out on an operation 
along with two other vessels to undertake a resup-
ply and evacuation mission. 

Unfortunately, the plan went wrong, and Armi-
dale was ordered to return to Betano the follow-
ing night.

Whilst waiting in enemy waters, the ship was hit 
by an airstrike. Two aircraft-launched tornadoes 
hit the ship causing it to rapidly sink.

Despite being wounded, Teddy Sheean refused to 
leave the ship but rather strapped himself in and 
began shooting the aircraft with his Oerlikon as 
the ship was sinking beneath him. 

Remarkably, Sheean shot down two planes and 
continued to keep shooting until the end whilst 
he was being dragged under the water.

Teddy Sheean was aged 18 and one of the 100 
men out of 149 on board that died from the at-
tack.

Despite Teddy Sheean’s heroic and courageous 

efforts, he was not awarded the Victoria Cross.
Scott Morrison asked Dr Nelson, a former di-
rector of the Australian War memorial to form a 
panel to revisit the Teddy Sheean case.

On Wednesday 10th August 2020, Scott Morrison 
announced the findings of the case and stated that 
he received the following information ‘that there 
is compelling new evidence in support of higher 
recognition for Teddy Sheean, that Sheean was 
done a substantial injustice in consideration of his 
actions in the original decision-making period in 
1942-1943, and Sheean’s courageous sacrifice of 
his life to save his shipmates makes him eligible 
for the Victorian Cross for Australia and the high-
est level of recognition should be accorded in this 
exceptional case.’

Mr Morrison stated that he ‘accepted these find-
ings of the panel and had written to governor 
general on the basis of the review’

Federal Tasmanian Members, Gavin Pearce MP 
and Bridget Archer MP, have welcomed the 
decision to recommend that World War II hero, 
Ordinary Seaman Edward ‘Teddy’ Sheean, to be 
posthumously awarded the Victoria Cross. 

Federal Member for Braddon and 20-year veter-
an, Gavin Pearce MP, said the Victoria Cross is 
our nation’s preeminent award for valour and is 

sacred within the realm of Defence and Veter-
ans.
 
“I have always maintained my position that Or-
dinary Seaman Teddy Sheean’s actions deserved 
much higher recognition than Mentioned in 
Dispatches and this decision rightfully bestows 
appropriate recognition of his acts of gallantry.”
 
“Throughout this process, it was vital that the 
sanctity and the dignity of the awarding of the 
Victoria Cross were maintained, as well as the 
good conduct and character of Ordinary Sea-
man Sheean. I believe that this rigorous exam-
ination has done that.” 

Federal Member for Bass Bridget Archer said 
the Tasmanian Federal Liberal Team has con-
sistently and respectfully kept the issue above 
politics, working diligently behind the scenes to 
ensure the appropriate process took place. 

“This inquiry considered new information, 
not previously considered by the two previous 
reviews and provides the clarity necessary to 
make this recommendation unequivocally,” Mrs 
Archer said. 

“I especially acknowledge my colleague Gavin 
Pearce. As a veteran of more than 20 years 
distinguished service, Gavin was best-placed to 
inform our team on the sanctity of this award 
and that the integrity of the Victoria Cross was 
maintained throughout.” 

“I would also thank the Prime Minister for his 
willingness to meet with us and consider our 
views.” 

On the eve of the 75th Commemoration of 
the End of World War II, we remember all 
those who gave their lives in the defence of our 
nation, importantly those who have done so 
without formal recognition. 

‘We will remember them.’ 

We will remember them all.

Edward Teddy Sheean Strapped to the gun aboard HMAS Armidale (IMAGE: Australian War 
Memorial)
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Make Yourself At Home

Employment Plus helps you:
n  overcome barriers
n  gain independence 
n  learn new skills
n  find sustained work

Talk to us and receive:
n  obligation-free help
n  Centrelink assistance
n  job hunting resources
n  personal support and guidance

debi.bennett@salvationarmy.org.au 0429 330 449

WORK & HOPE FOR ALL

Due to the ongoing pandemic situation, the Government announced ear-
lier in the month they would be introducing a new $7.5 million incentive 
scheme to encourage Tasmanian’s to get out and experience their home 
state.

To assist as many people as possible, eligible Tasmanian’s will be able to take 
advantage of the Make Yourself at Home travel voucher over the next few 
months.

The initiative is set to run between 7th October 2020 and 1st December 
2020, including through the school holiday period.

The voucher is applicable for people who reside in Tasmania and will allow 
them to claim back money they have spent on items such as accommoda-
tion or tourism experiences.

In a media release issued on 27th August 2020 by Peter Gutwein he stated;
‘The amount we will reimburse for valid travel activity is as follows:’

• ‘One adult can register for one (1) x $100 accommodation voucher 
and one $50 experience voucher.’
• ‘A couple can access up to two (2) x $100 accommodation vouchers 
to use on different nights and two (2) x $50 experience vouchers.’
• ‘Families can register either as a single parent or for two parents and 
can access up to two (2) $150 accommodation vouchers to use on differ-
ent nights.  As well as one (1) $50 experience voucher for each parent, and 
a $50 experience voucher is available for each child up to a maximum of 
three (3) children.’

The full terms and conditions of the vouchers are yet to be determined; 
however, Tasmanian’s are encouraged to make the most of it.

Registrations open from 9am Monday, 7th September 2020 with a limited 
number of vouchers available.

Further information about the vouchers can be found by going to: 
www.makeyourselfathome.com.au/voucher

ADVERTISE HERE
Visit: 

www.TamarValleyNews.com.au/Advertise
OR Email: 

zac@hyperlocalmedia.info
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The Female Factories in George Town 1822 - 1834
By Diane Phillips

There were in fact two premises used as female 
factories in George Town. The first one was in a 
shed in the lumber yard near York Cove. 

The second was established in the house that had 
been built and occupied by the Reverend John 
Youl and his family in Cimitiere St, on the NW 
corner of the unmade Bathurst St. In these estab-
lishments manufacturing of cloth and shoes was 
recorded. It is likely that these were the earliest 
manufacturing establishments of this type in Van 
Diemen’s Land.

In 1822 Governor Sorell visited the town and 
inspected the original factory. The lumber yard 
was located on the waterfront between Bathurst 
and Anne Sts. This factory consisted of a shed in 
which the women worked during the day. 

Sorell was pleased to see that good quality cloth 
and shoes were being manufactured there. 
However, there was one problem with this in 
that the women were ‘on their own hands’, which 
means they were free to do whatever they wanted 
after work. In these early days in George Town 
convicts who had built themselves a house were 
obliged to provide accommodation for those who 
had no house, including the women. 

So, it is not difficult to imagine what might have 
been going on behind closed doors.

In 1820 John Bigge was commissioned by the 

British Government to investigate Governor 
Macquarie and his spending on public works and 
roads. Bigge visited George Town and said that a 
place should be found to house and employ the 
women, and punish if them if necessary. Four 
years later a place was found.

In 1816 work began on what was to be the town 
and by 1819 George Town became as important 
as Hobart. The island was divided in two around 
Oatlands. It was almost like two states. Each half 
had its own government with Hobart as head-
quarters down south and George Town in the 
north. This only lasted for about five years when 
headquarters were moved back to Launceston in 
1825.

This led to the second factory. The house that had 
been built in George Town for the clergyman was 
left vacant when the Youls had moved back to 
Launceston. It quickly became just the ideal place 
to house and employ the women. 

At times there were as many as sixty women 
housed there. This would have been a bit crowd-
ed so it is likely the women slept in hammocks. 
At first this would have been a very comfortable 
house, but over time it fell into disrepair with 
broken windows and doors falling off their hing-
es. 

The behaviour of the women also left something 
to be desired. There were reports of lewd carry-

ings on with the boatmen transporting the wom-
en to and from Launceston dallying on their way 
up the river. An incident occurred when a ship 
was in port and the sailors went over to the house 
and gave the women some spirituous liquor. An-
other time some bushrangers shot a constable on 
duty and ran off with one of the girls.
In 1997 an archaeological dig was carried out on 
the second site in Cimitiere St. The building had 
been used for various activities, including the 
Magistrate’s home and court. The dig, backed up 
by much research, uncovered an important part 
of the history and significance of the town.

In November 2004, as part of George Town’s 
Bicentenary commemorations, conceptual artist 
Christina Henri’s evocative “Departures and Ar-
rivals” massed 900 bonnet installation displayed 
in the shape of a cross was erected on the site of 
the Female Factory. The bonnets were arranged 
as if the ‘babies’ were looking out of the front 
door across Regent Square to the town. 

This ephemeral installation and the moving 
ceremony that was held, acted as a memorial to 
the many babies who died in Tasmania’s female 
factories. The project is remembered with inter-
pretation and a small showcase of memorial bon-
nets in a room in the Watch House, from which 
visitors frequently emerge in tears.  

GEORGE TOWN & DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC - MONTHLY MEETINGS 

are held on the 3rd Monday, starting at 7.30 pm usually at The Grove, 2 Cimitiere St, George Town. 
January, February and March meetings are held at Low Head, Hillwood & the Piper District respectively.

Meetings are free and open to the public, but a gold coin donation towards supper is appreciated. 
Annual Membership is $15 single or $25 for a couple, due in October. 

    CONTACTS:  Email: info@gtdhs.com  Website:  www.gtdhs.com      
NEXT MEETING (Our First Since COVID) 

MONDAY, 21 September – 7.30 pm - at The Grove - 
“Lancaster F385 – The Crew & Missions – 75th Anniversary” - John Watts

As numbers are limited due to COVID,
PLEASE EMAIL info@gtdhs.com OR Phone 63 82 4412 to book your place! Social distancing will apply. 


