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Healthy George Town Launched

The George Town municipality is 
about to undergo a healthy trans-
formation it is set have activties 
avaiable for all demographics. Newly 
elected Mayor Councillor Greig 
Kieser said “We are just so excited 
and Healthy George Town. Its focus 
is on making sure George Town 
residents are happy and healthy as a 
first priority. The healthier people are, 
the more they can contribute to our 

The month of October will be a 
month to remember in the West 
Tamar Community. Community 
stakeholders including West Tamar 
Rotary, North West Tamar Business 
Group, Beaconsfield House are 
coming together to turn areas of the 
West Tamar Pink in an effort to raise 
funds for the Mcgrath Foundation 
breast cancer research. Three major 
events has been planned by com-
munity stakeholders. The first launch 
event was successfully held on Fri-
day the 4th of October at Beacons-
field Neighbourhood House which 
featured an afternoon tea encour-
aging community members to wear 
pink, listen to Mcgrath Foundation 
Breast Cancer Nurse Mary Sweeney 
and enjoy festivities. 
 Future events in October 
include the “Rotary Pink Walk” which 
will be held Saturday 12th of Octo-
ber and features a walk from Beauty 
Point of Beaconsfield. WHEN: Satur-
day, 12th October at Beaconsfield

More on Page 2

West Tamar 
Community
Turns Pink!

community - the potential of George 
Town really does bank on good 
health. “Although our current funding 
is only for 12 months, Council see 
this as a long-term project for our 
community” said Mayor Kieser. 
 George Town Council has 
worked closely with Healthy Tas-
mania Pty Ltd to develop a com-
munity-wide health and wellbeing 
project. Healthy George Town is 

based on the evidance of what’s 
known to work well to create healthy 
behaviours, and has been adapted 
specifically to meet the local needs of 
the George Town Community. 
 George Town Community 
development officer Rhonda O’Sign 
said “Healthy George Town will have 
a wide range of programs and ac-
tivties for all ages and abilities”. 

More on Page 2
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“

Proponates of the program wish to 
make it clear it is not about run-
ning marathons, it’s about creating 
opportunities for people to get active 
and increase their wellness in ways 
that work for them.
 “These free programs will 
not only help to improve the physical 
and mental health of our community 
but they will also build social con-
nections and shine a light on the 
wonderful built and natural assets in 
George Town.” said Mrs O’Sign. 
 Healthy George Town also 
aims to support local business and 
become an economic multiplier. Mel 
Street from Bde Bop Dance Studio 
will instruct “Healthy Dance” during 
the first round of free programs. Mrs 
Street said “This project is a great 
way to encourge more people to get 
active and healthy in fun and inclu-
sive ways. Any community projects 
that can bolster small business and 
bring people into our community is a 
good one. 
 Another significant compo-
nent of the project is to endorse a 
wide-range of existing local services 
and promote them to the community 
to support greater engagement. En-
dorsed programs currently include:
YMCA Launceston
Mindfulness Australia

Reclink
Sherriff Health and Fitness
George Town Neighbourhood House 
Acqua Fitness
Bass Coastal Physiotherapy
COTA - Council of The Ageing
 Healthy George Town has 
been developed in partnership with 
Healthy Tasmania Pty Ltd which is a 
local ‘for purpose’ company working 
across Tasmania to improve health 
outcomes in new and innovative 
ways.
 Managing Director of Healthy 
Tasmania Lucy Byrne said “It is fab-
ulous to see a small regional Council 
like George Town welcoming this 
project with open arms. For these 
types of projects to be successful 
in the long-term there needs to be 
some passionate drivers and we 
certinaly have that here with the team 
from Council and all of the wonderful 
organisations who have stepped up 
to support the initiative” she said. 
 Healthy George Town is fund-
ed by the Australian Government 
Department of Social Services, and 
The Healthy Tasmania Community 
Innovations Grants through the Tas-
manian Government. 

The month of October will be a 
month to remember in the West 
Tamar Community. Community 
stakeholders including West Tamar 
Rotary, North West Tamar Business 
Group, Beaconsfield House are 
coming together to turn areas of the 
West Tamar Pink in an effort to raise 
funds for the Mcgrath Foundation 
breast cancer research. Three major 
events has been planned by com-
munity stakeholders. The first launch 
event was successfully held on Friday 
the 4th of October at Beaconsfield 
Neighbourhood House which fea-
tured an afternoon tea encouraging 
community members to wear pink, 
listen to Mcgrath Foundation Breast 
Cancer Nurse Mary Sweeney and 
enjoy festivities. 

Future events in October include 
the “Rotary Pink Walk” which will be 
held Saturday 12th of October and 
features a walk from Beauty Point of 
Beaconsfield. WHEN: Saturday, 12th 
October at Beaconsfield
WHAT: The Pink Walk along the path 
from Beauty Point to Beaconsfield 
with pink-minded friends (rest & wa-
ter stops provided along the way)
WHERE: Starting 8.30am at Bea-
consfield Mine and Heritage Centre 
Entry - $10 per adult & $1 per child
HOW: 1 - Pre-purchase tickets at 
Beaconsfield House, Moon Lily 
Kitchen & Cakes in Beaconsfield or 
Heritage Classic Collectibles in Beau-
ty Point
2 - Dress up in pink and bring your 
friends
3 - Meet at Beaconsfield Mine & Heri-
tage Centre, West Street & catch the 
FREE bus to Beauty Point at 8.30am.
4 - Sign an indemnity form & register 
then walk the walk.
5 - Enjoy festivities at Beaconsfield

The third and final event will be 
held at the moon Lily Kitchen & 
Cafe with the event titlied “Pink 

Mocktail Party”. Friday, 18th Oc-
tober from 6pm. Tickets are still 
able to be purchased by calling 
Lucinda 6383 1120

The Mcgrath Foundation funds 
McGrath Breast Care Nurses 
who support individuals and their 
families experiencing breast can-
cer. Our nurses provide physical, 
psychological and emotional sup-
port from the time of diagnosis, 
throughout treatment.
Support is available for anyone 
with breast cancer, whether 
you’re in public or private care. 
Our McGrath Breast Care Nurses 
provide care and support for early 
or metastatic breast cancer.
No referral is required. Simply use 
the Mcgrath Foundation website 
and give your nearest nurse a call.
Support is absolutely free. Thanks 
to our generous donations from 
the community, corporate part-
ners and the government there 
is nothing to pay and nothing to 
claim back.

Jane McGrath is the late wife of 
Australian cricketing great, Glenn 
McGrath and the co-founder of 
the McGrath Foundation. Her 
public experience with breast 
cancer and the impact of her own 
breast care nurse set her com-
mitment and the mission for the 
Foundation: to ensure that every 
family experiencing breast cancer 
would have access to a breast 
care nurse no matter where they 
lived – for free. Every year in Jan-
uary, we celebrate Jane McGrath 
Day at the Pink Test at the Syd-
ney Cricket Ground (SCG).
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Think Local, Buy Local - George Town
Want to include your business? Contact us 0477779232 - kyle@hyperlocalmedia.info

HOT FOOD
FISHING TACKLE & BAIT

TOYS
PRODUCE

PIZZA

(03) 6382 1182 90 Macquarie Street
George Town TAS 7253

Riverside Swimming Pool
Riverside Swimming Centre opens 
for the 2019/2020 season on Mon-
day the 14th of October. Details on 
pricing and opening hours can be 
found in the Community section 
of our website. https://www.wtc.
tas.gov.au/Your-Community/Rec-
reation-and-Community-Facilities/
Swimming-Pool

Kelso Pontoon
A section of the pontoon at Kelso will 
be removed on Thursday 3rd of Oc-
tober 2019 to undergo maintenance.
This will leave approximately half the 
pontoon in the water which will be 
accessible from Friday 4th Oct. It is 
anticipated to have the section of 
pontoon back on the water by Friday 
18th October. We apologise for any 
inconvenience caused. Any enquires, 
please contact our Facilities Manage-
ment Officer on 03 6323 9300 or via 
wtc@wtc.tas.gov.au

Hardwaste Collection
Registrations are still open for the 
Annual Hard Rubbish Collection. This 
is a free service to dispose of small 
to medium size items that cannot be 
collected by the normal residential 
wheelie bin service. Residents wish-
ing to participate, must Pre-Register 
before 1 November 2019.
Pre-registering can be done prefera-
bly via Council’s website (www.wtc.
tas.gov.au, using the Services and 
Facilities drop down tab) or alterna-
tively by phoning or visiting Council 
offices at Riverside (6323 9300) or 
Beaconsfield (6383 6350).
After pre-registering, you will be con-
tacted early November and advised 
of your collection day. If you do not 
pre-register, your items will NOT be 
collected.

Residents and 
community leaders 

gather at Beaconsfield 
House for the first of 
three events to raise 

funds for the Mcgrath 
Foundation.
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6391 1836 or 0418 330 146 Call us today for a free 
quote and consultation on
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Outdoor living has never looked better
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We will guide you on what best suits your home and 
make your project easy and hassle free. We welcome 
new customers to contact us for a quote! The durable 
aluminium frame with twinwall polycarbonate sheeting 

makes for great outdoor entertainment areas, 
carports or door/window coverings. 

We are now distributors for
Ziptrak Blinds

The George Town Community Bowls 
Club held its season Open Day on 
Thursday 19 September at the club.
Club President Craig Stringer wel-
comed everybody who attended and 
especially those new club members. 
He also thanked the ground staff, 
licensee and bar volunteers, kitchen 
helpers along with board members all 
of whom are working hard to make 
the club a success. Mr Stringer also 
said it would be good if the club 
could win a pennant this year as we 
had not won one for some time.
 A minutes silence was held 
for those members and family mem-

bers who had passed away during 
the last year. The club flag was 
raised by Martin Gee and the first 
bowls of the season were rolled by 
Jack Harris and Linda Leaver who 
is our newest bowls member. A light 
luncheon was served after 10 ends 
of bowls were played on the grass 
rink.
 The club Patron Michelle 
O’Byrne MHA addressed members 
prior to the luncheon and talked 
about supporting the club. Member-
ship at the club is growing and you 
can be a social member and just 
come along and enjoy the facilities at 

George Town Seniors Event
The 2019 Seniors Variety Concert 
will be held on Thursday 17th Oc-
tober, 1.30pm at the George Town 
Memorial Hall.
Tickets available from Council Office, 
George Town Dry Cleaners, or you 
can purchase at the door upon entry.
Tickets only $5.00, and includes 
afternoon tea.

Tourism Operators Workshop
The Department of State Growth 
invites local tourism operators, busi-
nesses and organisations to share 
their ideas about the Tasmanian 
Journeys project.
 The Tasmanian Journeys 
Project is one of a number of prior-
ities identified within the Tasmania 
Visitor Engagement Strategy, and will 
deliver a total of five driving experi-
ences throughout the state (including 
the Western Wilds and Great Eastern 
Drive) to encourage people to ex-
plore regional Tasmania.
 The concept and content of 
each of the new Tasmanian journeys 
will be developed in consultation 
with industry, and backed up by 
research insights. Stakeholders of 
the visitor economy in the north of 
Tasmania, no matter whether you’re 
a tour guide, farmer or shop owner 
we encouraging you to come along 
to one of the sessions below to offer 
your input and help shape the future 
of George Town.
WHERE: George Town Hub, 12 Eliz-
abeth Street
WHEN: Wednesday, 16th October 
2019
HOW: Register at https://www.
eventbrite.com.au/e/tasma-
nian-journeys-industry-con-
sultations-george-town-tick-
ets-72475814111?fbclid=I-
wAR3VkF-So5cpUtdi9KsJzRCJP-
Wd2WwRzSemoktsd9XroPkl4jG-
CaBKvuj5k

the club. The club bar is now open 
on Friday evenings and it’s hoped 
to introduce barefoot bowling as 
the weather warms up. We are also 
holding live music jam sessions on 
the fourth Sunday with the next one 
being Sunday 6 Oct 3pm to 5pm so 
if you play an instrument, sing or just 
want a toe tapping time come along 
and join in.
If you are an adult or junior interested 
in joining the George Town Commu-
nity Bowls Club to play bowls or cro-
quet or just as a social member then 
please contact club secretary John
Glisson on 0497 261 316.

Michelle O’Byrne with the Board of GTCBC – L – R Des Sturzaker (Vice President), Janet Pecar (Treasurer), Craig Stringer 
(President), Michelle O’Byrne MHA, Dick Jansen, Pam Richie, Jill Bell, Carol Glisson and John Glisson (Secretary) miss-

ing is Ian (Fritz) Freeburn

George Town Bowls Club
“Open Day”
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52 South Street 9 Gunn Parade 4263 Bridport Road

LOOKING AT SELLING?  Talk to the leading agents on the East Tamar today!

Maureen: 0400 561 078 maureen.lacey@harcourts.com.au
Andrew: 0408 006 455 andrew.michieletto@harcourts.com.au 

Erin : 0490 495 527 erin.oconnor@harcourts.com.au

52 South Street 4263 Bridport Road 59 Adelaide Street

97 Macquarie Street, George Town, TAS 7253

Surf Life Saving Tasmania partner 
with Healthy George Town to provide 
a FREE 8 week program for young 
community members. Being held 
from Sunday October 20th until Sun-
day 8th December. 
Healthy Paddle provides an introduc-
tion into paddle boarding. Included in 
the sessions will be an introduction 
to required saftey checks, introduc-
tion in the use of poaddle board, 
negotiating the board, completing 
a rescure in the water and baord 
paddling around a pre determine 
course. All equipment is provided to 
participants. 
Every participant must be able to ef-
fectively swim at least 20m unaided. 
Please bring a hat and sunscreen. 
We ask that you arrive 15 minutes 
prior to your session. Children U16 
must be accompained by an adult. 
Maximum number of participants 
is 15. Please book your session by 
phoning 0408 031 217.
Two sessions to be held 2.00pm 8 
years to 12 years and 3.00pm 13 
years and above.

The Lions Club of George Town will 
host the 2019 “Light the Night” event 
at Windmill Point George Town. 
 Now in its 12th year, Light 
the Night is a special event bringing 
Australia’s blood cancer community 
together in more than 140 locations 
as a sign of support and solidarity. 
This event will see the young and 
old, people living with blood cancer, 
families and friends, doctors, nurses 
and researchers walking as one. 
 Held in the month of Octo-
ber, more than 35,000 people will 
gather to walk, remember and reflect 
during a moving ceremony at Light 
the Night events across the country. 

Most Light the Night events, par-
ticularly the capital city events are 
held on Friday 11 October 2019. 
Participants will hold coloured lantern 
during the evening walks to repre-
sent their journey with blood cancer. 
These colours are:
 Gold lantern – to remember 
loved ones lost to blood cancer, 
while fundraising to help others fac-
ing a similar challenge.
White lantern – for people who have 
been diagnosed with blood cancer 
themselves, while raising money to 
make a better future for those who 
may have to follow in their footsteps.
Blue lantern – raised high by the 

community that surrounds us all, 
funding the lifesaving support ser-
vices that their families or someone 
they know may one day need.
The night will take your breath away. 
It’s an empowering, beautiful and 
supportive event that brings family 
and friends together with a united 
goal: to fund research that will help 
beat blood cancer.
Sign up to the event at lightthenight.
org.au
WHEN: Friday 11th October
WHERE: Windmill Point George 
Town
HOW: Register at lightthenight.org.
au

“Light the Night” George Town
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Cardiac Arrest Education
The public are invited to an event 
held by Ambulance Tasmania para-
medics and volunteers to provide 
better education on the process 
of supporting a person if they are 
suffering a cardiac arrest. On ground 
events are being held around the 
state from Oct 12 - 19. The local 
event will be held on the 19th of 
October at the Deviot Community 
Hall 512 Deviot Road. Ambulance 
Tasmania wish to state the seconds 
count in a cardiac arrest and if a 
bystander starts CPR within 3-4 
minutes it may increase the chance 
of survival by up to 50 per cent. 

Community Workshop
NRM North and the Tasmanian 
Landcare Conservancy will be 
hosting a WildTracker workshop 
in Deviot on 27th October, to train 
interested community members 
in wildlife survey skills. The work-
shop will support NRM North’s 
Eastern Barred Bandicoot project, 
supported through the National 
Landcare Program. 

27th October, 9.30am - 12.30pm 
Deviot Community Hall, 514 Devi-
ot Rd, Deviot.

Ilegal Dumping Problem

Hard Rubbish Collection
Registrations are still open for the 
Annual Hard Rubbish Collection. This 
is a free service to dispose of small 
to medium size items that cannot be 
collected by the normal residential 
wheelie bin service. Residents wish-
ing to participate, must Pre-Register 
before 1 November 2019.
Pre-registering can be done prefera-
bly via Council’s website (www.wtc.
tas.gov.au, using the Services and 
Facilities drop down tab) or alterna-
tively by phoning or visiting Council 
offices at Riverside (6323 9300) or 
Beaconsfield (6383 6350).
After pre-registering, you will be con-
tacted early November and advised 
of your collection day. If you do not 
pre-register, your items will NOT be 
collected.
HAZARDOUS WASTE: FREE house-
hold hazardous waste drop off - 27th 
of October 2019.
The drop-off is an unregistered 
service for all residents of Northern 
Tasmania including the Break O Day, 
George Town, Launceston, Meander 
Valley, Northern Midlands and West 
Tamar areas, for domestic quantities 
of household chemicals.
Please note: pack material in a stur-
dy box & transport this in the boot of 
your car. Make sure individual con-
tainers are no larger than 20kg or 20 
litres.
Sunday October 27: 8am - 4pm | 
Launceston Recycling Centre - Cav-
alry Rd, Mowbray

Illegal dumping is a scourge on 
the Tasmanian community. On 
the 2nd of October local George 
Town resident Grantley Johnston 
came face to face with this com-
munity wide program. Disgusted 
by the find the images were post-
ed to social media gaining com-
munity wide interest. The rubbish 
was found on a track near Curries 
River Dam, an area frequented 
by walkers and those who enjoy 
four-wheel driving. “I’m not exact-
ly sure how the problem can be 
fixed, a lot of people talk about tip 

fees” Mr Johnston said. 
The George Town Council offer 
a weekly kerbside bin collection 
to service for residents. Large 
amounts of domestic waste is 
able to deposed for the George 
Town Waste Transfer Station for 
$70 per ton which is open 12pm 
to 4pm 7 days per week.
Tasmania has a “Litter Hotline” 
to which incidents can be report-
ed 1300 135 513. Littering can 
attract a fine of up to $280 and 
illegal rubbish dumping a maxi-
mum fine of $7000.

The George Town Community Bowls Club 
and  croquet palyers held a pink day to
raise money and awareness of breast 

cancer.
The day consisted of all participants wearing 

something pink, games of bowls and 
croquet.

We also held a raffle.
All proceeds from the day went to the 

Cancer Council for breast cancer 
awareness. The total raised was over $850.
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In 2019, Baha’is in Australia and 
throughout the world are celebrating 
the bicentenary of the birth of the 
Báb, the Herald of the Baha’i Faith.
The Báb, whose name was Siyyid 
Ali-Muhammad, was born in Octo-
ber 1819 in Shiraz, Persia. He was 
a young merchant when, in 1844, 
He was recognised as a messenger 
or Manifestation of God. His writ-
ings revitalised religious teachings, 
calling for spiritual and moral renewal 
including improving the status of 
women and the situation of the poor.
Thousands rapidly became followers 
of the Báb. They were inspired to 
transform their lives and to undertake 
acts of great heroism and sacrifice in 
defence of this new religion and the 
spiritual revolutionary who founded it.
 Alarmed by the Báb’s grow-
ing influence, the Persian authorities 
had him executed by firing squad 
in 1850, at the age of 31. His short 
but incandescent ministry lasted for 
just six years. The Báb’s title means 
“the Gate”. He declared it was his 
mission to prepare the way for a 
new messenger who would fulfil 
the prophecies of the past and usher 
in an age of peace and justice. His 
followers found this messenger in 
Baha’u’llah, the prophet and found-
er of the Baha’i Faith. Baha’u’llah’s 
teachings provide the principles for 
a pattern of individual and collective 
life based on the oneness of human-
ity. These principles include belief in 
the essential nobility of every human 

Strong community involvement and 
the foresight to plan well into the 
future is behind the new Pipers River 
Boardwalk.
  The 180 metrer boardwalk’s 
official opening, was held on Satur-
day September 14th. 
“The 180 meter structure has been 
built over five years by East Tamar 
Landcare members, with the assis-
tance of the George Town Council, 
Bay of Fires Winery, Tamar NRM, 
NRM North, volunteers and Correc-

tive Services,” said Jason Orr Presi-
dent of East Tamar Landcare
  “While this infrastructure will 
add another facet to the local com-
munity and tourism experience, it is 
part of a 15 year programme to re-
move the introduced weed of Nation-
al Significance Crack Willows from 
an extensive section of the River.
  The board walk allows visi-
tors to to imerse themselves in the 
natural habitat, that is home to many 
rare plants and perhaps see a platy-

pus or trout.  
  “These Willows cause a 
range of problems, including block-
ing the river, increasing floods, reduc-
ing biodiversity habitat, lowering 
water oxygen, which effects the fish 
and platapus population”. 
  Fourth generation farmer 
Brian Baxter, said “since the work 
has been completed on the board-
walk and associated clearing, there 
have been fewer floods of the river 
with Platupus and fish  numbers 

being, the equality of women and
men, and the importance of col-
lective decision-making based on 
consultation. The transformative 
power of the cause heralded by the 
Báb is reflected in the activities of the 
Baha’i community today, which help 
build a vibrant and inclusive commu-
nity based on worship and service 
to humanity. Prayers and writings 
revealed by the Báb form a much-
loved part of Baha’i scripture, and 
the events of His mission are com-
memorated as Baha’i holy days. The 
golden-domed Shrine of the Báb, 
located at the heart of the Baha’i 
World Centre on the slopes of Mount 
Carmel, is a place of pilgrimage for 
Baha’is worldwide. The Báb and 
Baha’u’llah were born on successive 
days, two years apart, so Baha’is 
celebrate their births as consecutive 
or “twin” holy days. In 2017 Baha’is 
worldwide celebrated the bicentena-
ry of the birth of Baha’u’llah. In 2019 
we are celebrating the bicentenary of 
the birth of the Báb.
In the Tamar Valley there are two Bi-
centenary celebrations being held.
 Tuesday 29 October 2019, 11AM 
at Senior Citizens Centre, Sorell 
Street, George Town.
(contact Debra – 0429 085 083)
 Tuesday 29 October 2019, 
7:30PM at Windsor Community 
Precinct, 1 Windsor Drive, River-
side.
(contact Daniel – 0439 370 032)

Scooby

Camilla

Zelda

Jazz

Tamar Valley News - Pet of the Month
Want to include your furry friend? 

Send a picture through to ...
news@tamarvalleynews.com.au

experiencing a revival. The water also 
is cleaner and we can now see the 
river bottom for the first time in my 
lifetime. “
  The area around the board-
walk is in its natural state and never 
has been farmed.
 The boardwalk was opened 
by local farmer, Irene Michieletto who 
is active in the community, and lived 
on the river for 80 years, and George 
Town Deputy Mayor, Tim Harris.

Commuinty helps create Pipers River Boardwalk 
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 Pat Bottle and his business 
partner Barry Snare were inducted 
into
Rotary on July 3, 1980. They were 
two of several former Apexians who
wished to continue their community 
service contributions. Pat was the
club president in 1989-90, but he 
must have been terribly hard on his
secretaries, as he had four of them – 
Ron Johnson, John Osborne, Frank
Richards and Graeme Nielsen.
Presidents can always look back 
favourably on what the club achieved
in their Presidential Year. During 
1989-1990 there were 26 members.
The Annual Rotary Auction raised 
$9,000, Miss Australia, Rebecca
Noble, was here to present Pride of 
Workmanship Awards to locals at a
fundraising event, a Newcastle Earth-
quake Appeal Concert raised
$1250. Paul Harris Fellowships were 
awarded to Ray and Millie Horton
who had been involved in 15 Rotary 
Auctions. Jenny Bottle
represented George Town at the 
Rotary Youth Leadership Awards
week-long personal development 

seminar.
 Pat will always be remem-
bered as the person who came up 
with theconcept of the Memorial 
Rose Garden at the George Town 
Cemeteryand supervised the project 
through to completion in 2002-2003. 
JohnWatts remembers the pleasure 
he had working with Pat two days 
per week for several months, assist-
ed by Work-for-the-Dole employees,
other Rotarians and members of the 
public. But this wasn’t the end of
the work as Pat went straight on to 
the Wombat Walk in the bush
beside South George Town Primary 
School.
 Because of Pat’s involvement 
with the George Town Airport and his
interest in old cars, he was instru-
mental in the establishment of Wings
and Things, an extremely important 
annual event run by the Rotary
Club in our community.
Pat was awarded a Paul Harris Fel-
lowship in May 1996 and was later
made a Life Member of the club as 
he found it more difficult to attend
regular meetings.

Dr. Ikechi Gbenimacho, who 
serves the George Town area in 
medical practice, will be speak-
ing Sunday Morning, October 20 
at 10:30 at a combined church 
service with Riverlinks Anglican, 
the George Town Uniting and the 
George Town Baptist Church. 
Friends both old and new are 
welcome to attend. The service 
will be held at George Town Bap-
tist Church, 48 Goulburn Street, 
George Town.  Dr. Gbenimacho 
has a strong Christian back-
ground and brings a message 
of encouragement and direc-
tion.  For more information, call 
0434028179.

Local community groups and organ-
isations in northern Tasmania are en-
couraged to apply for new swimming 
grants to enable or improve opportu-
nities for people with disabilities and 
from diverse backgrounds to enjoy 
this great Aussie past-time.
Federal Member for Bass Bridget 
Archer said the Community Swim-
ming Grants Program, in partnership 
with Swimming Australia, allows 
organisations the opportunity to 
apply for grants of up to $10,000 
and has been delivered as part of the 
Morrison Government’s $28.9 million 
Move It AUS – Participation Grants 
Program.
“Swimming is a big part of our way of 
life in our community and is a great 
way to stay active and healthy at any 
age,” Mrs Archer said.
“However, some people in our com-
munity need a bit of extra support 
to be able to enjoy the benefits of 
swimming, particularly if they have 
a disability or don’t have a strong 

swimming culture in their family.
“These new Community Swimming 
Grants provide a great opportunity 
for local community groups to get 
funding to share the love of swim-
ming with more people in the elector-
ate of Bass.”
Minister for Youth and Sport Richard 
Colbeck said the initiative aimed to 
make swimming as accessible as 
possible so more Australians could 
benefit from sport and physical 
activity.
“Within this program, grants may be 
used to subsidise the costs associ-
ated with delivering swimming and 
aquatic activities such as entry fees, 
lane hire or membership fees,” Minis-
ter Colbeck said.
For more information and to apply 
for Swimming Australia’s Community 
Swimming Grants Program, go to 
www.swimming.org.au/communi-
ty-swimming-grants.

 After delving into length of 
service in the Rotary Club, it was de-
termined that Pat is ranked second. 
Charter Member Lindsay Ervin was 
a member for 43 years, Pat Bottle 
a member for 39 years and John 
Osborne will reach 39 years later this 
year. That is a huge amount of val-
ued community service. Pat leaves 
us with a wonderful legacy thatwe all 
recognise. A Rotarian who has been 
called to higher service.

The Hillwood Berries Farmgate 
Spring Community Bonfire is again 
on for 2019. The community event 
in the past has proven to be hugly 
popular with locals. S’mores, tunes, 
beers, burgers, platters and of 
course a big bonfiure in the middle of 
all the festiviles. 

Joey Paul and Dream Sister will be 
playing at this event, both local to 
Launceston. Multiple food offerings 
from the Hillwood Berries Farmgate 

cafe as well as Stonesthrow Laun-
ceston and Hillwood Football Club. 
Beverages will be for sale from the 
outdoor bar and cafe. We will be 
selling marshmallows and s’mores 
boxes for roasting over the fire. All 
ages welcome, free event.

WHEN: Saturday 12th October 
6.00pm to 10.00pm
WHERE: Farmgate, 105 Hillwood 
Road
Free Community Event

A loyal member remembered

Federal Swimming funds 
available
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The George Town & District Histori-
cal Society reminds all organisations 
across the George Town Council 
area, that activities for the 2019 
FOUNDERS FESTIVAL
Calendar of Events in November and 
December, should be registered with 
Tamar FM by Friday 11 October.
Events; might be a regular meeting 
(perhaps used as an;open day; to 
gain new members), a public event 
or a special event for members. 
Groups are responsible for their own 
activities. What, where, how and 
when they happen during Nov - Dec, 
is each groups decision.
Activities will be included on the 
Calendar of Events, for distribution 

throughout the community and pro-
motion through radio and other me-
dia. The aim is to promote communi-
ty end-of-year activities to encourage 
local and visitor
participation, and increase aware-
ness and recognition of George 
Towns unique heritage. The George 
Town area Aboriginal heritage 
stretches back many thousands of 
years prior to the arrival of Euro-
peans, when the Letteremairrener 
people inhabited the area as the 
first founders. They had their own 
names for the land and geograph-
ic features, which we are gradually 
learning and in some cases using - 
like kanamaluka for the Tamar River. 

The geographic location in the lowest 
reaches of the Tamar estuary, close 
to Bass Strait accounts for George 
Towns leading rôle in European ex-
ploration and settlement in the north
of the island. Bass and Flinders ex-
plored the Tamar River in the &;Nor-
folk; in November 1798 and their
positive reports led to the arrival of 
Lt Col William Paterson and over 
200 convicts, soldiers and crew in 
four ships in November 1804. They 
camped around the Cove for a few 
weeks before moving across to 
York Town on West Arm and later to 
Launceston. They were the first Eu-
ropeans to settle in northern Van Die-
men&#39;s Land. In December 1811 
Govr Lachlan Macquarie selected 

the site for the & Chief Settlementof 
northern VDL, planned the grid of 
streets around the Square on both 
sides of York Cove as it
is today and named it George 
Town. Building only began in 1816, 
but in 1819 it became the Chief 
Settlement of northern Van Die-
mens Land. The Historical Societys 
presentation &quot;In their own 
words&quot;, on Mon 18 December, 
will focus
on the Bigge Report, which resulted 
in the Chief Settlement moving back 
to Launceston in 1825. CONTACT: 
Tamar FM (63 82 3953) or Lorraine 
Wootton (63 82 4412 or 0447 359 
662)
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When is the right time to sell your 
property?
Steve Crawford, Director, at 
Agency 36 Launceston, says the 
right time to sell property
depends on a number of factors 
including the current market con-
ditions, the time of year
&amp; most importantly what 
suits the home seller.
He says researching the market 
is key, talking to an agent, seeing 
what has sold in the

area and how long it took to sell 
and most importantly understand 
the demand for
homes in your suburb.
“Currently in the Tamar Valley 
there is still very strong demand 
from buyers in the
market, and falling supply means 
those selling will be able to get a 
higher price for their
property”.
Summer, spring, autumn or win-
ter? Crawford says “the season 

shouldn’t determine if
you are going to sell, sure sum-
mer, spring and to a degree 
autumn the sun is out,
gardens are looking beautiful and 
properties photograph exception-
ally well however
these are the peak selling times 
with significantly more properties 
on the market,
ultimately giving the buyer more 
options. If you were to sell in win-
ter you are selling in

isolation with a significantly re-
duced amount of properties on 
the market and the same
amount of buyer’s ultimately 
increasing competition, leading to 
multiple offers and
higher sale prices.”
“When deciding to sell sure, take 
these things into account but 
most importantly make
sure it suits you the vendor.” He 
says.

When is the right time to sell in the Tamar Valley?

 

Your local property agent area specialist is 

Steve Crawford  

0447 277 825  
Contact today for a complimentary appraisal of your property  

35 Reatta Road, Launceston  

  
 

 

When can I claim home-to-
work travel
 
The only time that travel from
home to work can be counted
toward work-related
kilometres, is if you have an
occupation that required tools
that you must transport to and
from work each day.
 
For example, if you are a
music teacher with a drum kit
or a handy man with a toolkit.
 
However, this loophole is not
available to individuals that
have a secure lockup at work
in which tools can be stored.
 
It is also helpful to know that
the maximum distance that
you can claim for a vehicle
under the cents per kilometre
method is capped at 5,000
kilometres.
 

Parked towing capacity
 
To all those tradies out there
that have vehicles with more
grunt: if you have a rig capable
of carrying a load of two
tonnes or more, you cannot
use the simple kilometre-
based method to make your
claim.
 
Not sure if this applies to you?
The towing capacity of your
vehicle should be in your car
manual – or just Google your
make and model.
 
You will need to have a record
of the actual running expenses
of your motor vehicle, such as
fuel, registration, insurance,
repairs, etc, as well as having
kept a logbook for a 6-week
period to establish the
business percentage use of
your vehicle.
 
 
 
 

All this being said, tax
legislation can be notoriously
tricky and the amount
claimable often changes with
individual circumstances. It is
strongly recommended that
you seek the advice of a tax
professional if you wish to get
situation specific advice that
you can rely on.
 
The door at DK Chartered
Accounting is always open.
Please feel free to get in
contact with us via the details
provided.

What can I claim for my Car?
 
Have you had any work-
related travel over the past
financial year? You will need a
record of all work-related
kilometres that you have
driven over this period.
 
For a kilometre to be tax
deductible, it needs to relate to
travel between two locations
of work-related activity. 
 
For example, if you work in
Launceston and drive to a
work-related training session
in Hobart, the kilometres that
you have travelled on that trip
are tax deductible.
 
However, if you live in
Riverside and work in
Launceston, your daily
commute to work is not tax
deductible.
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Ferguson 
Michael

Liberal Member for Bass 

Phone: 6777 1032
michael.ferguson@dpac.tas.gov.au

Tamar Valley News - Events Calander 
Sponsored by Michael Ferguson MP

Have a meeting or event you would like included?
news@tamarvalleynews.com.au

4th October “Launch Into Pink” Afternoon Tea
1.30pm-3.30pm Beaconsfield Neighbourhood House

11th October “Light the Night” for blood cancer event
6.00pm Windmill Point George Town

12th October Rotary Pink Walk Beauty Point to Beacons-
field, Starting 8.30am at Beaconsfield Heritage Centre

12th October Spring Community Bonfire Hillwood
6.00pm-10.00pm Farmgate Cafe, 105 Hillwood Road

17th October Youth Advisory Council Meeting 5.30pm Wind-
sor Youth Space

15th October West Tamar Council Meeting
1.30pm Riverside (Windsor Community precinct)

17th October George Town Seniors Variety Concert
1.30pm George Town Memorial Hall

18th October Pink Mocktail Party
6pm, Moon Lily Kitchen 11 Weld Street Beaconsfield

22nd October George Town Council Meeting
1.00pm, George Town Council Chambers

29th October Exeter Community Hub Management Commit-
tee Meeting, 12.00pm Exeter Community Hub

7th November Youth Advisory Council Meeting
5.30pm Windsory Youth Space

7th November Exeter-Gravelly Beach Advisory Group, 
8.30pm Exeter Works Depot

14th November George Town Council AGM
6.00pm, George Town Council Chambers 

19th November West Tamar Council AGM & Council Meet-
ing, AGM @ 11.30am normal meeting 1.30pm, Beaconsfield 
Council Chambers

26th November George Town Council Meeting
1.00pm George Town Council Chambers

Want to advertise 
to a local 
audience?

Find out more:
kyle@hyperlocalmedia.info
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GEORGE TOWN & DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC - MONTHLY MEETINGS are held on the
3rd Monday, starting at 7.30pm at The Grove, 2 Cimitiere St, George Town.

Meetings are open to the public. There is no charge, but a gold coin donation towards supper
is appreciated.

Annual Membership is $15 single or $25 for a couple, due in October.
GEORGE TOWN ; DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING - Monday, 21 October at The Grove - 7.30pm start
SPEAKER: Debbie Rainbow

TOPIC: “Revd John Youl”to recognise the Bicentenary of the appointment of the first
clergyman to northern Van Diemen’s Land in 1819.

Check the Facebook or website for details:
Website: www.gtdhs.com

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/George-Town-and-District-Historical-Society-
1375090549395357/

By Peter Cox
From the start Regent Square 
was the centrepiece of George 
Town. All the major public build-
ings were planned to be around 
the edge of the Square, with the 
church in Elizabeth Street, the Mil-
itary Barracks in Anne Street, the 
Officers homes in Cimitiere Street 
and the main working areas in 
Macquarie Street. Not all these 
planscame to fruition, but Regent 
Square was kept in government 
hands and was not allowed to 
be alienated to private build-
ers. Newspaper advertisements 
clearly show that properties facing 
Regent Square were regarded as 
having a very desirable
location. A visitor to George 
Town in 1848 wrote: “A very large 
square piece of clear land, per-
fectly level, is the most immediate 
spot before you, as you look to 
the north. The Police Office and 
residence of the police magis-
trate is an excellent building on 
the north side of the green, and 
on the same side is Government 
Cottage, occupied by the port 
officer; and an elegant stone
building on the same side, but 
nearer to the river.”
 Newspaper accounts of 
the Square and of life in George 
Town in the first half of the nine-
teenth century are rather scant. 
There are references to properties 
for sale with desirable locations 
facing the Square and in 1859 
celebrations and a fireworks
display for Queen Victorias birth-
day were held on the Square. 
These were also held in 1863 and 
they included the planting of oak 
trees. There is a newspaper report 
from 1863 that said the Square 
was used for grazing cows and 
that it needed to be
enclosed and planted with trees.
In 1851 Tasmanians were for 

the first time allowed to vote for 
representatives in the Legisla-
tive Council. The polling place 
for George Town was Regent 
Square as it was again in 1855. 
A pencil sketch by Louis Wood 
in 1867 shows Regent Square 
as a grassed area with copses of 
mature trees around its edge and 
fenced with a post and rail fence. 
The Grove is on the corner of the 
Square. The two closer buildings 
originate from the earliest forma-
tion of the town. The smaller one 
was the Commandants cottage, 
and the larger one was built to 
accomodate the first clergyman, 
Revd John Youl and later
became the Female Factory.
 In April 1879 there was a 
committee meeting to arrange 
plans to fence the green into a 
recreation ground. Other improve-
ments occurred, including the 
planting of Oaks in the Square in 
1882. In November 1882 permis-
sion was given to Messrs
Morling, Morris and Warren for a 
quarter acre in the Square to be 
used for a tennis ground. Morling 
was the local Anglican clergyman 
and Warren was manager of the
Eastern Extension Cable Com-
pany that operated the subma-
rine telegraph cable across Bass 
Strait. In 1888 the Tasmanian 
Parliament passed the Recreation 
Act which provided for the
establishment of recreation re-
serves in towns and the elec-
tion of trustees to manage the 
grounds and establish facilities. A 
George Town Recreation Reserve 
was established under this Act in 
1891. Trustees were elected for 
its management; a fundraising 
committee was quickly formed, 
and it was hoped that ;every 
resident within the Recreation 
Ground District will lend a helping 
hand towards improving this

really valuable piece of land 
granted by the Government to the 
inhabitants for recreation purpose.
A cricket/football ground was 
placed in the north-western 
quarter of the Square. Fundraising 

for a public hall began in 1897, 
tenders were called for in March 
1900 and by August the George 
Town Public Hall had been built 
on Macquarie Street facing 
Bathurst Street.

Regent Square - from 1820 - 1900


