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Airport Future in Question

Local Tasmanian aircraft owners, 
pilots and aviation businesses have 
called on the Aircraft Owners and 
Pilot Association and  Australia for 
assistance, following news that the 
George Town Council in the state’s 
north has resolved to move forward 
with a formal Expression of Inter-
est for the sale of the George Town 
Aerodrome.
Operated as an ALA, the George 
Town Aerodrome is located to the 
north of Launceston on the coast at 
the mouth of the Tamar River and 
is home to a broad range of recre-
ational and private aviation users, 
including well established flight train-
ing providers.  The airfield hosts a 
900m sealed runway with a unsealed 
cross-strip, with associated taxiways 
and includes 17 hangar facilities 
onsite, accommodating some 30+ 
aircraft.  See: http://www.george-
townairport.com.au/
The new George Town Aerodrome 
was instigated by the George Town 

Chamber of Commerce with help 
from the Tasmanian Aero Club under 
the management of the George Town 
Airport Association.  The strip was 
opened in April 1973 by the Minister 
for Transport, Mr Batt. Lindsay Miller, 
one of the hardworking volunteers, 
landed the first plane on the day.  
The first strip was 750m by 100m 
wide.
“The resolution to move forward 
with an Expression of Interest for the 
sale of the local community airport is 
dissapointing and places an enor-
mous question mark over it’s future.”, 
Benjamin Morgan; Chief Executive 
Officer, AOPA Australia.
“Tasmania is a great state, with great 
people; it is imperative that George 
Town Aerodrome remain locally 
owned and operated, now and into 
the future, ”
“It would be a terrible outcome to 
see the control of the airport handed 
away to either interstate or offshore 
interests, who would undoubtedly in-

troduce significant fees and charges, 
rendering aviation at George Town as 
unsustainable, ”
“George Town Airport is a valuable 
community asset that provides a 
broad range of aviation recreation 
and amenity to the local and state 
community, along with being an 
invaluable resource during times of 
emergency and disaster releif, high-
lighted by its use for aerial fire fight-
ing during 2018,”
“AOPA Australia has today spoken 
at length with Mayor Greg Keiser to 
gain a better understanding of coun-
cil’s position and will attend a council 
airport planning meeting on Tuesday, 
22nd October 2019, to discuss alter-
natives to selling off the community 
airport,”
“Our association has also been in 
contact with the Member for Bass, 
Mrs Bridget Archer MP and Tasma-
nian Senator Ms Jaquie Lambie, 
calling on their support to protect 
George Town Aerodrome.”, he said.
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Tamar Valley News is produced by 
Hyperlocal Media.

Delivered to suburbs and townships of 
Riverside, Legana, Exeter, 

Beaconsfield, Beauty Point and George Town.
Delivered to over 100 local businesses and public locations 

in 
West Tamar and George Town muncipal areas.

If you have local story or issue let us know!

news@tamarvalleynews.com.au
Interested in promoting your business to local hyperlocal 

audience? 
kyle@hyperlocalmedia.info - 0477779232

Legana Grove Shopping Centre 
PHONE 6330 2188
eyelines.com.au 

Terms and conditions apply. See in store for details.

The next round of legislative council 
elections are due in Tasmania on the 
first Saturday of May next year with 
West Tamar based seat of Rosevears 
set to be a major contest. Former 
Launceston Mayor and sitting Laun-
ceston Councillor Janie Finley has 
announced that she will be a candi-
date. Finley announced this in late 
October to her social media followers 
stating “Tasmanians want the Legis-
lative Council to remain independent, 
and anyone who has observed or 
experienced me at work will know, 
without doubt, my commitment to 
interrogate all challenges and oppor-
tunities before me, with an indepen-
dent mind.”
Sitting MLC Kerry Finch has held the 
seat since 2002 and has been elect-
ed at three elections but is known to 
be considering his future and to date 
has made no further announcement 
on his potential candidacy. The seat 
of Rosevears was a major target for 
the Liberal Party at the last election 
for the seat in 2014 with concerns 
MLC Finch did not have a voting re-
cord which support the Liberal Party. 
With only two candidates on the 

ballot Kerry Finch polled 60.28% with 
Liberal candidate Don Morris only 
achieving 39.72% of the vote.
Among all Legislative Council seats 
in Tasmania, Rosevears is seen as a 
swing seat which could go to either 
a candidate from the political right or 
left as a result this is attractive a large 
amount of interest. Other potential 
candidates for the seat that are con-
sidering their options have rumoured 
to be MP Rene Hidding, David Fry, 
Jess Greene and Geoff Lyons. Both 
the Liberal and Labor parties are ex-
pected to run endorsed candidates 
for the seat. 
Political parties are increasingly 
having a more successful impact 
on Legislative Council elections with 
Labor holding 4 seats and Liberal 2 
with the remaining 9 seats going to 
independent members. 
The seat of Rosevears covers all of 
the West Tamar municipal areas with 
sections of Summerhill and Treval-
lyn included within the Launceston 
municipality. At the time of the last 
election 25,047 were eligible to vote 
in the seat. 

Over the course of the 2019 year the 
West Tamar Council has surveyed 
young residents of the municipality to 
provide activities, programs, facilities 
and priorities which form the basis 
of the 2020-2022 West Tamar Youth 
strategy. 
The report provides a number of key 
findings relating to the perceptions, 
values and future opportunities of 
young residents. The main issues 
identified in the survey include bully-
ing at 54.6%, 49.5% mental health, 
49.4% smoking, 46.8% drug and 
alcohol and 41.2% online safety.
“The West Tamar Council under-
stands the importance of the engag-
ing young people as they play a vital 
role in our community. We endeavour 
to work with them in a meaningful 
way to build shared understand-
ings, promote inclusion and provide 
opportunities for them to realise their 
potential.” Said Mayor Holmdahl

A total of 951 young residents partic-
ipated in the survey with the assis-
tance of local schools. 
The West Tamar Council run a range 
of initiatives which are designed to 
support youth of the municipality 
including a school holidays program 
which is open to people aged 10 to 
16 years, Beaconsfield Youth and 
Community Festival that is designed 
to provide free activities and bring 
all youth together, and school based 
training regarding being party safe, 
online safety and leadership.
The West Tamar Youth Advisory 
Council are a committee of young 
members of the community aged 
12 to 25 who work with West Tamar 
Council to improve  council strate-
gies which impact the lives of young 
community members. Membership is 
open to anyone in the youth demo-
graphic by contacting West Tamar 
Council. 

Rosevears Election Nears 
in 2020

West Tamar Launch Youth Plan
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Think Local, Buy Local - Tamar Valley
Want to include your business? Contact us 0477779232 - kyle@hyperlocalmedia.info

The popular Carols by the Sea 
service will be held again at St 
Pauls by the Sea
Church, Low Head, at 2.30 p.m. 
on Sunday December 8.
This will be the third consecutive 
year for people to sing “traditional 
carols, in a
traditional setting, to traditional 
music” with compere Kevin Ellis, 
organist John
Osborne, and a Christmas mes-
sage from Rev. Trish Anderson. 
Anyone interested in
forming a choral group as part of 
the service is invited to arrive from 
1.30 pm, to practise the music to 
lead the audience.
An enjoyable afternoon for all is 
promised as a musical introduc-
tion to the Christmas
season.

In series of three events to sup-
port the McGrath Foundation 
the Rotary Club of West Tamar 
hosted the Rotary Pink Walk. 
74 participants walked from 
Beauty Point to Beaconsfield to 
raise funds and show aware-
ness for breast cancer. Ap-
proximately $800 dollars was 
raised as apart of this singular 
event with two other events 
held being the “Launch into 

Pink” held at the Beaconsfield 
Neighbourhood House event 
and “Pink Mocktail Party” held 
at the Moon Lily Kitchen. 
The McGrath Foundation is 
a breast cancer support and 
education charity in Australia, 
which raises money to place 
McGrath Breast Care Nurses 
in communities across Austra-
lia and increase breast health 
awareness.

McGrath Foundation funds 
Breast Care Nurses in com-
munities right across Australia. 
They currently have 135 Mc-
Grath Breast Care Nurses, who 
help individuals and their fami-
lies experiencing breast cancer 
by providing physical, psycho-
logical and emotional support, 
for free.

The annual George Town com-
munity art show will be held in the 
Jim Mooney Gallery, George Town 
Memorial Hall. This years show is 
called “Art Works - Skylines” with 
artists taking their inspiration from 
the word Skylines, interpreted 
how ever they wish. The show 
opening evening in on Friday 
November 8th at 6pm to 8pm 
and is open to all with the show 
continuing on Saturday the 9th of 
November 9am to 1pm and then 
Monday the 11th of November 
until Friday 15th 10am to 4pm. 
This is a free community event 
presented by Lighthouse Regional 
Arts and supported by George 
Town Council.

 Rotary Pink Walk A Success
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6391 1836 or 0418 330 146 Call us today for a free 
quote and consultation on

www.optimoawnings.com.au

OPTIMO AWNINGS
Outdoor living has never looked better

TA
52

61
41

9

We will guide you on what best suits your home and 
make your project easy and hassle free. We welcome 
new customers to contact us for a quote! The durable 
aluminium frame with twinwall polycarbonate sheeting 

makes for great outdoor entertainment areas, 
carports or door/window coverings. 

We are now distributors for
Ziptrak Blinds

Stronger protections are now 
available to households having 
trouble paying their energy bills.
The Australian Energy Regulator 
has taken action to assist vul-
nerable customers experiencing 
payment difficulties by introducing 
an enforceable Customer Hard-
ship Policy Guideline.
Energy retailers have important 
responsibilities in helping vulnera-
ble customers. The Guideline re-

quires energy retailers to provide 
consistent minimum standards of 
assistance, ensure hardship pro-
grams are easily accessible and 
put processes in place to identify 
customers who may need help.
Customers participating in a 
hardship program will get access 
to different payment options, help 
finding a better energy plan, tips 
on energy efficiency, and infor-
mation about government con-

cessions, relief schemes, energy 
rebates and financial counselling 
services.
Other help may also be avail-
able – All energy providers have 
a hardship policy that tells you 
how they can assist you if you are 
having trouble paying your energy 
bills due to hardship. You can find 
it on their website or ask them to 
post you copy.
If you are in a hardship program 

and meetings its conditions your 
energy provider cannot discon-
nect you.
When life is tough call your ener-
gy retailer and talk to them about 
your situation.
For more information, visit the 
Australian Energy Regulator’s 
website at www.aer.gov.au/con-
sumers/my-energy-bill/help-for-
customers-in-hardship.

TasPorts, Tourism Northern Tas-
mania and the West Tamar Coun-
cil in early November welcomed 
Caledonian Sky on her maiden 
voyage to Beauty Point.
The small luxury expedition vessel 
called alongside Inspection Head 
Wharf bringing more than 180
passengers and crew to the Tam-
ar region.
TasPorts Executive General Man-
ager Growth, Matthew Johnston 
said the company’s previous $4
million investment has enabled 
sustainable growth of the cruise 
industry at Beauty Point.
“TasPorts is supporting regional 
dispersal of cruise ship passen-
gers and has invested in infra-

structure upgrades at Inspection 
Head Wharf to enable expedition 
ships to call in the Tamar. The call 
by Caledonian Sky is the third of 
her seven scheduled Tasmanian 
calls and is the first of two luxury
vessels scheduled to call to Beau-
ty Point this cruise season.”
On Caledonian Sky’s maiden call 
to Inspection Head, TasPorts Ex-
ecutive General Manager Matthew
Johnston and West Tamar Coun-
cil Mayor Christina Holmdahl 
presented Captain Håkan Gus-
tafsson with a plaque and gift 
to welcome them to the Tamar 
region.
Mayor Christina Holmdahl said 
“We’re pleased to see another 
cruise ship docking at Beauty 
Point, with its passengers able to 
explore the West Tamar.”
“The third ship to dock at Beauty 
Point in the past two years pro-
vides a great boost for our local
economy and encourages us that 
we’re on the right track with the 
planned upgrades to the area as

detailed in the Beauty Point Fore-
shore Master Plan,” Mayor Holm-
dahl said.
Tourism Northern Tasmania Chief 
Executive Officer, Chris Griffin said 
“we hope cruise ship visits to
the Tamar Valley, such as that of 
the Caledonian Sky, become a 
regular summer occurrence at
Beauty Point.”
“The valley offers exactly what 
these discerning visitors are look-
ing for in a Tasmania port visit; 
great food and wine experiences 
enjoyed while meeting real Tas-
manian’s and sampling our unique 
way of
life.”
“These visitors are great ambas-
sadors for our destination, which 
in turn will see more discerning
visitors seek us out into the fu-
ture,” he said.
The second cruise ship for the 
season, MS The World, will make 
her maiden voyage to the Tamar
region in February 2020.

Energy Regulator protects vulnerable Australians 

Cruise Ship boost 
for Tamar Tourism  
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Friends of the Low Head Penguin 
Colony are promoting a presentation 
on cat management on Saturday 
16th November at the Low Head 
Bowling Club starting at 2 pm. The 
talk will be delivered on behalf of the 
Cat Management Project by Shane 
Westley who is the Regional Cat 
Management Coordinator for the 
Northern Region. The object of the 
talk is the protection of wild life and 
to demonstrate to cat owners how to
at the same time protect their pets 
from cat fights resulting in injury, ab-
scesses, and sometimes cancer and 

West Tamar Seniors’ Advisory Group held an event for Seniors’ Week at the 
Riverside Olympic Football Centre. With ‘West Tamar Connections’ stories 
brought by Humans of Launceston’s Adam Page, who also interviewed re-

tired anaesthetist and published author, Dr John Paull, and performed some 
old style sing-a-longs from the 40’s through to the 60’s. Congradulations to 
all who were involved in organising a fantastic event to celebrate the senior 

members of our community.

Julie and Shane Cottrell are cele-
brating one year since they took 
over the ownership of George 
Town institution Dino’s Takeaway. 
Julie and Shane said their great-
est challenge was adapting from 
their old forms of work interstate 
in delivery driving and butchering 
into running a very busy takeaway 
and milkbar. The couple love the 
opportunity to meet and greet lo-
cals and tourists alike. “The peo-
ple of George Town have been 
wonderful since we took over 
the last year and we’ve gotten to 
know quite a few of them so it’s 
great to have a chat” said Julie. 
Dino’s is proud to provide the 
community a more diverse prod-
uct range in the weeks ahead 
with an expanded range of fish-

ing gear, toys with camping gear 
soon to be added. Julie and 
Shane have made the decision to 
take over the a-joining shop (shop 
2) and have now joining both 
shop fronts together. 
The community should expect an 
ever changing menu as Shane 
loves to add new items to the 
burger menu but also an expan-
sion of more tables and chairs so 
locals and visitors can enjoy their 
meals without leaving the store. 
On Saturday, November the 16th 
a celebration will be held to mark 
the first year of new management 
with free cakes provided, a sau-
sage sizzle and lucky door prize. 
Dino’s Take Away & Milkbar is 
located on Macquarie Street and 
can be contacted on 03 6382 
1182.

other night time hazards. These feline 
nigh time sorties can also cause 
friction between neighbours.
Following the talk and questions 
which will conclude at approximate-
ly 3:30 pm the Friends of the Low 
Head Penguin Colony will have a 
fundraiser in the form of a High Tea. 
If you wish to join in the cost is $15 
per head and you can look forward 
to bubbly, tea and coffee and of
course food that sum of the best 
cooks in Low Head can provide. For 
catering purposes please RSVP to 
Jo : MOB 0409089651.

Dino’s Celebrating One Year 
Under New Management 

Low Head Cat Management Event
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FIRE PERMIT PERIOD
If you are planning to do some 

burning on your land, a fire permit 
is required.

To obtain a permit please call 
1800 000 699 and you will be put 

in contact with a permit officer.
Permits are free to obtain.

Just a reminder Permit Officers 
are also volunteers as well. They 
might not be able to issue you a 
permit straight away, so best to 
plan your burn and check your 

local forecast within a good time 
frame to organise and to conduct 

your burn. 
Pictures supplied by Pipers 

Brook Fire Brigade

A number of scholarships to the 
University of Tasmania and TasTAFE 
will be made available to international 
and domestic students wishing to 
study in northern Tasmania next year.
Federal Member for Bass Bridget 
Archer said 20 scholarships in total 
would be available to the amount 
of $759,000 as part of the Coalition 
Government’s $93.7 million Destina-
tion Australia program.
“Our region has a great story to tell 
and we can be an attractive desti-
nation for international and domestic 
students,” Mrs Archer said.
“That’s why I have worked with local 
providers and the Education Minister 
Dan Tehan to secure these scholar-
ships for our electorate.
“Attracting more students to study in 
northern Tasmania will be good for 
our community, good for local busi-
nesses and good for tourism.
“In fact, international students who 
study in regional Australia rate their 
living and learning experience higher 
than students based in metropolitan 
centres yet just three per cent of our 
690,000 international students were 
enrolled in regional Australia last 
year.”
Destination Australia provides schol-
arships worth $15,000 a year to 
students who study at a regional 
university or vocational education 
provider.
Students can apply directly to insti-
tutions. Successful tertiary education 
providers can be found at www.edu-
cation.gov.au/destination-australia.

Join us for the in-augural “A Day 
on the Tamar” music festival run 
by the Rotary Club of West
Tamar. The Rotary Club of West 
Tamar is pleased to announce the 
official charity partner for the
festival is Rural Alive and Well 
(RAW), a not-for-profit statewide 
service that reduces the
prevalence of suicide in rural 
communities by assisting and 
supporting communities and
individual’s respond to challenging 
life experiences.
The event to be held on 21 March 

2020, is a time to enjoy an after-
noon and evening in the valley
and support the work of RAW as 
we near the end of what is pre-
dicted to be a long, hot summer.
The music festival will provide an 
opportunity to recognize the resil-
ience of the rural Tasmanian
community and raise funds to 
facilitate ongoing programs and 
support provided by rural out-
reach workers.
Kick back and relax at Wilmores 
Bluff, located at Rowella as you 
dance into the evening while

listening to some iconic Tasma-
nian and interstate cover bands. 
A selection of local food vendors
and producers from the Tamar 
Valley will be at the event in addi-
tion to local wineries showcasing
the region. Both camping and 
glamping will be on offer at the 
stunning venue that overlooks the
Tamar River. Be sure to save the 
date as it will be a weekend of fun 
and inspiration as patrons
come together to celebrate the 
hard work our farmers and local 
communities do.

If you are interested in assisting 
or sponsoring this event, please 
contact West Tamar Rotary Club.
If you or anyone you know needs 
to talk to a mate phone a RAW 
rural outreach worker today:
1300 HELP MATE
(1300 4357 6283)
Further information: Rotary Club 
of West Tamar Inc Facebook 
page
Event contacts: Carl Cooper - 
0428 250 920, or email mandy-
cooper008@icloud.com

“A Day on the Tamar” 
Event Launch
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community have a long and 
proud history of assisting 
local residents who have 
fallen on though times with 
similar fundraisiers held in 
early 2019. Event orgonisers 
wish to thank the general 
public for their attendence 
and williness to give but also 
local and Launceston based 
businesses which donated 
goods.

The West Tamar and Row-
ella community turned out 
in great numbers in early 
November to support com-
munity members John and 
Carole Moxham who lost 
their home and possession 
in a fire in the local commu-
nity. The final fundraising tally 
is still being tallied but it is 
known the over $9,500 has 
been made. The West Tamar 

Rowella Community Hall event raises thousands
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When is the right time to sell your 
property?
Steve Crawford, Director, at 
Agency 36 Launceston, says the 
right time to sell property
depends on a number of factors 
including the current market con-
ditions, the time of year
&amp; most importantly what 
suits the home seller.
He says researching the market 
is key, talking to an agent, seeing 
what has sold in the

area and how long it took to sell 
and most importantly understand 
the demand for
homes in your suburb.
“Currently in the Tamar Valley 
there is still very strong demand 
from buyers in the
market, and falling supply means 
those selling will be able to get a 
higher price for their
property”.
Summer, spring, autumn or win-
ter? Crawford says “the season 

shouldn’t determine if
you are going to sell, sure sum-
mer, spring and to a degree 
autumn the sun is out,
gardens are looking beautiful and 
properties photograph exception-
ally well however
these are the peak selling times 
with significantly more properties 
on the market,
ultimately giving the buyer more 
options. If you were to sell in win-
ter you are selling in

isolation with a significantly re-
duced amount of properties on 
the market and the same
amount of buyer’s ultimately 
increasing competition, leading to 
multiple offers and
higher sale prices.”
“When deciding to sell sure, take 
these things into account but 
most importantly make
sure it suits you the vendor.” He 
says.

When is the right time to sell in the Tamar Valley?

 

Your local property agent area specialist is 

Steve Crawford  

0447 277 825  
Contact today for a complimentary appraisal of your property  

35 Reatta Road, Launceston  

  
 

 

When can I claim home-to-
work travel
 
The only time that travel from
home to work can be counted
toward work-related
kilometres, is if you have an
occupation that required tools
that you must transport to and
from work each day.
 
For example, if you are a
music teacher with a drum kit
or a handy man with a toolkit.
 
However, this loophole is not
available to individuals that
have a secure lockup at work
in which tools can be stored.
 
It is also helpful to know that
the maximum distance that
you can claim for a vehicle
under the cents per kilometre
method is capped at 5,000
kilometres.
 

Parked towing capacity
 
To all those tradies out there
that have vehicles with more
grunt: if you have a rig capable
of carrying a load of two
tonnes or more, you cannot
use the simple kilometre-
based method to make your
claim.
 
Not sure if this applies to you?
The towing capacity of your
vehicle should be in your car
manual – or just Google your
make and model.
 
You will need to have a record
of the actual running expenses
of your motor vehicle, such as
fuel, registration, insurance,
repairs, etc, as well as having
kept a logbook for a 6-week
period to establish the
business percentage use of
your vehicle.
 
 
 
 

All this being said, tax
legislation can be notoriously
tricky and the amount
claimable often changes with
individual circumstances. It is
strongly recommended that
you seek the advice of a tax
professional if you wish to get
situation specific advice that
you can rely on.
 
The door at DK Chartered
Accounting is always open.
Please feel free to get in
contact with us via the details
provided.

What can I claim for my Car?
 
Have you had any work-
related travel over the past
financial year? You will need a
record of all work-related
kilometres that you have
driven over this period.
 
For a kilometre to be tax
deductible, it needs to relate to
travel between two locations
of work-related activity. 
 
For example, if you work in
Launceston and drive to a
work-related training session
in Hobart, the kilometres that
you have travelled on that trip
are tax deductible.
 
However, if you live in
Riverside and work in
Launceston, your daily
commute to work is not tax
deductible.
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Ferguson 
Michael

Liberal Member for Bass 

Phone: 6777 1032
michael.ferguson@dpac.tas.gov.au

Tamar Valley News - Events Calander 
Sponsored by Michael Ferguson MP

Have a meeting or event you would like included?
news@tamarvalleynews.com.au

5th November, 1.30pm to 4pm,  Melborune Cup After-
noon Tea, Beaconsfield House

4th of November, Sunday, 8am to 1.30pm Exeter Mar-
ket, 
Exeter Show Ground

7th November Youth Advisory Council Meeting
5.30pm Windsor Youth Space

7th November Exeter-Gravelly Beach Advisory Group, 
8.30pm Exeter Works Depot

14th November George Town Council AGM
6.00pm, George Town Council Chambers 

16th November, Beaconsfield Cricket Club Trivia Night,
$5 per person - 0407 551 902 for more details. 

19th November West Tamar Council AGM & Council 
Meeting, AGM @ 11.30am normal meeting 1.30pm, 
Beaconsfield Council Chambers

23rd November 3pm to 6.30pm, Bee Bop Dance Studio, 
Minute to Win it Fundrasier $10 per person $25 per 
family. 

26th November George Town Council Meeting
1.00pm George Town Council Chambers

1st December, Sunday, Exeter Market,
Exeter Show Ground

5th December Youth Advisory Council Meeting
5.30pm Windsor Youth Space

6th December Christmas in the Park 6pm to 8pm, 
RSL Park Beaconsfield

13th December 5.30pm, 2019 Annual George Town 
Christmas Parade, Macquarie Street

17th December West Tamar Council Meeting, 
Riverside (Windsor Community Precinct)

The Morrison Government is creating 
new regional opportunities provid-
ing $463,100 for the delivery of the 
Seedlab Tasmania project, an incu-
bator focused on helping start-ups in 
the food, drink and agri-food/tourism 
sectors to become export ready.  
Minister for Industry, Science and 
Technology Karen Andrews said the 
Incubator Support initiative helps 
develop entrepreneurial talent and 
introduces regional businesses to na-
tional and international markets.  
“The Morrison Government is sup-
porting the growth of globally-fo-
cused Aussie start-ups to secure 
long-term economic prosperity,” 
Minister Andrews said.
“Through the Incubator Support ini-
tiative, we equip start-up businesses 
with the capabilities to tackle interna-
tional markets and flourish. This will 
ultimately mean a more competitive 
Australia and more jobs, including in 
regional communities.”
Federal Member for Bass Bridget 
Archer said the project funding will 
assist local start-ups to develop 

the capabilities required to achieve 
commercial success in international 
markets and realise their economic 
potential faster.
“I’m thrilled that a significant portion 
of the the Seedlab Tasmania project 
will take place in northern Tasmania,” 
Mrs Archer said.
“Seedlab Tasmania is all about culti-
vating a network of experts, resourc-
es and market insights to accelerate 
these ventures towards exports, and 
high wage jobs in regional Tasmania.
“This funding will help develop Aus-
tralia’s innovation ecosystem.”
Since 2016, over $21.8 million in 
funding has been awarded under the 
Incubator Support initiative, which is 
an element of the Australian Govern-
ment’s Entrepreneurs’ Programme.
For more information on the other 
Incubator Support grant recipients 
go to www.business.gov.au/incuba-
tor-recipients
For more information on how to 
apply for an Incubator Support grant, 
go to www.business.gov.au/assis-
tance/incubator-support

Local
Start-Up 

Business Support



Always Local - Proudly serving communities of the Tamar Valley12

GEORGE TOWN & DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC - MONTHLY MEETINGS
are held on the 3rd Monday, starting at 7.30pm at The Grove, 2 Cimitiere St,

George Town.
Meetings are open to the public. There is no charge, but a gold coin donation

towards supper is appreciated.
Annual Membership is $15 single or $25 for a couple, due in October.

GEORGE TOWN &amp; DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC
NOVEMBER MEETING - Monday, 18 November at The Bass &amp; Flinders Centre - 7.00 - 9.00 pm

Another instalment of George Town’s history, presented by members of the Society and prepared by
Peter Cox &quot;IN THEIR OWN WORDS&quot;.

In 1820 a Royal Commission was held into the management of NSW and Van Diemen’s Land
(Tasmania) and hearings were held at George Town.

This instalment comes from some of those proceedings recorded in the Historical Records of Australia.
It includes depositions from those in authority and workers like ex-convict Henry Barrett, the York

Town gardener.
There is a $5 charge and there will be a light supper to follow.

Check the Facebook or website for details:
Website: www.gtdhs.com

In December 1922 the whole of 
Regent Square was gazetted as a 
Public Reserve. The plan
shows a small hall and tennis 
court on the Macquarie Street 
frontage, diagonal footpaths 
across
the Square linking the opposite 
corners. The north - south foot-
path was bordered by an avenue
of trees, and the entire Square 
had a Hawthorn hedge around its 
boundary.
The document also contained a 
report from the Surveyor, G.Eddie: 
&#39;Regent Square is where
sports are held, Cricket, Football, 
Tennis &amp;c. Meetings, Con-
certs, Dances &amp;c are held in 
the
Hall. All improvements have been 
made by public subscription. The 
Square being vested in The
Council, a charge could be made 
for entrance, thus providing an 
improvement plan.&#39;
The land was leased to the Coun-
cil for 50 years for recreation 
purposes.
The stimulus for this appears to 
have been a dispute between the 
Council and the Lands
Department over the right of an 
organization to demand entry fees 
to an activity on the
recreation ground.
In March 1935 a frontage along 
Macquarie Street 50 yards deep 
(but excluding the tennis court
and hall) was resumed by the 
Government for car parking. This 
land appears to have been
acquired by the Public Works 
Department, but restored to the 
Square before the 1952 lease.
During the 1920s and 30s the 
Square was used not only for 
cricket and football matches, but
also for public festivities such as 

the annual Anzac Day commemo-
ration and sports, and the
Empire day bonfire and fireworks 
display. Military exercises were still 
being carried out on the
Square. The hall was used for 
badminton matches, concerts 
and dances and meetings.
On Anzac Day 1939 a war me-
morial on Macquarie Street was 
unveiled by local Member of
Parliament and Minister for Lands 
and Works, Major T H Davies, 
who was also President of the
local branch of the Returned Sail-
ors and Soldiers Imperial League 
of Australia. The memorial
was of white gravel and con-
crete and was designed so that it 
would be lighted at night through
three red crosses, facing north, 
south and east.
Buried in the monument in a 
copper tube were the names of all 
returned servicemen of the
municipality, of all present and 
past members of the RSSILA, 
and copies of newspapers, coins
and stamps of the day.
The coming of the aluminium 
industry turned the sleepy village 
of George Town into a fast
growing town. Meetings were 
held between the George Town 
Commission (which administered
the municipality) and the Gov-
ernment about plans for the new 
developments. It decided early
that Regent Square would contin-
ue as the recreation ground and 
the businesses would be
located in Macquarie Street and 
the streets bordering the Square. 
In 1952 a new lease
agreement was made with the 
Government. The Square was 
again leased to the Council for 
use
as a recreation area for 99 years. 

The plan shows the PWD land 
restored to the Square and
covering the same area as the 
1922 lease.
A photo c1960 shows a recre-
ation ground in the NW of the 
Square, car parks at the southern
end and the newly completed 
Memorial Hall. The rest was park-
land.
In 1973 a new 99 year lease was 
negotiated between Government 
and Council with a separate
rectangular title (7,190m²) drawn 
around the Memorial Hall. The 
rest of the square was for recre-
ation. Both titles were included in 
the Reserve. The Council moved 
to the new Chambers

built in its present location over-
looking Regent Square in 1978.
In 1975 major team sports were 
moved to Blue Gum Park and 
Regent Square returned more to
being a public park than a sports 
ground. Nevertheless, it remained 
the focus for most
festivities such as the annual 
Batman Festival in the 1970s and 
80s, George Town on Show
from 2001 to 2013 and Christmas 
Parades, visits of the Showmen’s 
Guild and Australia Day
Breakfasts, 2004 Bicentenary 
celebrations, many motor home 
rallies, and up until 2013 it was
the main spectator area for the 
Targa Prologue.

The Planning of Regent Square 1900 to early 2000s


