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Day one of Targa Tasmania 2019 
has provided a needed boost to 
the Tamar Valley in particular the 
George Town township. Hun-
dreds of locals and visitors alike 
lined the streets of George Town 
to witness over 350 vehicles 

participate in the 28th anniversa-
ry event. The event this year has 
provided much apprecited expo-
sure for communities of the Tamar 
Valley including; George Town, 
Kayena and Holwell. Sentiment 
from local business was positive 

with a greater number of visitors 
to the area boosting sale partic-
uarly in hospitality. Targa Tasma-
nia is supported by George Town 
Council which has been a long 
term major sponsor.

Windsor 
Precinct
Funding 
Boost

East Tamar
Tourism
Launch

Tamar Valley
ANZAC Day
Ceremonies

PAGE 6

PAGE 7

PAGE 8



2 Always Local - Proudly serving communities of the Tamar Valley

Insist on quality
eye care.

Eyelines are your local optometrists and 

we take out role of primary care very 

seriously. Your individually tailored eye 

test will include the use of state-of-the-art 

equipment and professional advice.

Look after your eye health - it is vital for 

getting the most out of life.

Book your eye test today at

eyelines.com.au or call 03 6330 2188. 

LEGANA - Shop 2 Legana Grove

Shopping Centre

Rotary Club of George Town, 
support Targa Tasmania

Tamar Valley News is produced by 
Hyperlocal Media.

Delivered to suburbs and townships of Riverside, Le-
gana, Exeter, Beaconsfield, Beauty Point and George 
Town.

Delivered to over 100 local businesses and public 
locations in West Tamar and George Town muncipal 
areas.

If you have local story or issue let us know!
news@tamarvalleynews.com.au

Interested in promoting your business to local hyperlo-
cal audience? 

kyle@hyperlocalmedia.info - 0477779232

Targa Tasmania participants 
were treated to a Targa Lunch 
in George Town, courtesy of the 
Rotary Club of George Town.
Club President Rod Green said “I 
am very happy with the way the 
lunch went, rotary members have
spent in some cases four days 
doing all the prep and cooking to 
make sure the lunch was a suc-
cess.”
Just four days previously, the club 
was busy providing an ANZAC 
day breakfast for the RSL, Mr 
Green said “It was a big call for us 
to follow up on our ANZAC Day 
Breakfast given there was only a 
four day gap.”

Meal options provided by the club 
included salad, roast beef and 
boiled potatoes, vegetable curry
and rice, zucchini slice, fresh fruit 
apple slice with cream, as well 
chocolate brownies.
The club has been praised for it’s 
efforts by Veteran navigator (re-
tired) Barry Oliver, who said it was
a great lunch, and this was 
echoed by other Targa Crews.
“This was our biggest Targa lunch 
yet” said Mr Green, “and to pull it 
off with ease is a credit to
George Town Rotary members 
and friends of rotary who put it all 
together.”

outings are a great way for people 
to get out of their homes.’ ‘The 
research tells us the best way for 
the older members of our society 
to remain healthy is for them to 
stay engaged within our society 
and we know that transport is a 
big part of this.’ Mr Stevenson 
went on to say, ‘we want our 
clients to be able to have access 
to the many great activities and 
opportunities that exist within our 
vibrant community.’
As well as medical appointments, 
CTST can provide transport to 
sporting events, fairs, markets,
lunches, shopping, and even the 
traditional Sunday drive.
For those who have found them-
selves with a bit more time on 
their hands, CTST are always on 
the lookout for new volunteer driv-
ers. Driving is a great way to keep 
busy, remain connected to the
community and meet new people. 
As a driver you will be provided 
with a uniform, undertake a small
training course and be supported 
by a team of regional coordinators 
to ensure you are able to get
our clients where they need to be.

As the days get shorter, CTST – 
Community Transport Services 
Tasmania Inc. are expanding their
service to make sure you get out 
and about more this winter.
CTST provides door to door 
transport services for Tasmanians 
over 65 who are deemed isolated 
or at risk of being isolated and 
those who are disadvantaged and 
unable to access transport.
Clients are driven door to door by 
a volunteer driver and you pay a 
nominal fee to go towards
recovering expenses such as fuel 
and vehicle maintenance. Vehicles 
are replaced between 5-7 years,
serviced regularly and their team 
of volunteer drivers must hold a 
working with vulnerable people
card and are subject to a police 
check.
The not-for-profit organisation is 
funded by the Federal and State 
governments to enable
independence and social inclu-
sion for the over 65s and for 
people with a disability.
When discussing the new ex-
panded program that includes 
social outings, CTST CEO Lyndon
Stevenson said, ‘These social 

Driven to help others
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6391 1836 or 0418 330 146 Call us today for a free 
quote and consultation on

www.optimoawnings.com.au

OPTIMO AWNINGS
Outdoor living has never looked better

TA
52

61
41

9

We will guide you on what best suits your home and 
make your project easy and hassle free. We welcome 
new customers to contact us for a quote! The durable 
aluminium frame with twinwall polycarbonate sheeting 

makes for great outdoor entertainment areas, 
carports or door/window coverings. 

We are now distributors for
Ziptrak Blinds

The TamarSew-Ciety has recently held a sew-in to create 
a quilt to raffle with all proceeds going to the George Town 
Neigbourhood House. The quit will be drawn on the 2nd of 

June. 

Tickets are $2 and can be purchased at Patchworks Plus, 
The Signature Cafe, Style Menswear and George Town 

Neighbourhood House. If you are interested in joining Tamar 
Sew-Ciety, contact Sarah at Patchworks Plus for details.

Think Local, Buy Local - George Town
Want to include your business? Contact us 0477779232 - kyle@hyperlocalmedia.info
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Australian Hearing Visit George Town

Exeter Park development near completion 

AGFEST activates Rural Youth Tamar
The Tamar Rural Youth Club is 
busy getting ready to have several 
of our members volunteer at this 
years’ AGFEST. AGFEST is run by 
Rural Youth members from clubs 
across the state and is Tasmania’s 
Premier Field Day event. This year 
our club has members on the 
organising committee as well as 
general volunteers. 
Throughout April we have wel-
comed new members to our club 
and had a social catchup with 
members from the Oatlands Club 
before Easter in Campbell Town. 
We are planning another social 
gathering after AGFEST which will 

be in the East Tamar and likely 
held in June. If you would, or you 
know someone who would like to 
come along, please get in con-
tact with our Club President Cam 
Willis. 
Rural Youth is a social organisa-
tion for all Tasmanians aged 15-
30. The Tamar Club is the local 
group for all people in the Tamar 
region. Annual memberships not 
only include club membership, 
but also access to a significant 
number of benefits in the state 
organisation. We are always 
welcoming new members and 
hold our monthly catchups in and 

around Launceston with a mix 
of social activities and working 
towards Club projects. 
Our next meeting is our Annual 
General Meeting. This will be on 

Tuesday 4th June at 7pm and will 
be held at 62 York Street, Laun-
ceston. For any enquiries, please 
contact Club President Cam Willis 
on 0448 965 038.

The Australian Hearing Bus ar-
rived in George Town on Tuesday 
16th April. “Hearing loss is a prev-
alent issue in the community. One 
in six Australians is affected by 
hearing loss. And with an ageing 
population this is expected to in-
crease to one in four by 2050 said 
Trent McHugh of Australia Hear-
ing Launceston. As well as having 
a hearing check, visitors to the 

bus can also find information on a 
range of common hearing issues 
and view a display of easy-to-use 
hearing devices for around the 
home. Over 175,000 free hear-
ing checks have been provided 
to communties across Australia 
since the first Australian Hearing 
bus was launched in 2009. For 
more details Call Australian Hear-
ing Launceston 03 6332 4700

The West Tamar Council are  
pleased to provide Exeter visitors 
and residents with a new 
recreational space. 
Paving and garden edging has 
finished being layed with new 
tables and chairs also installed. 
West Tamar Council have com-
mited that after Easter a new 
public toilet will be installed on the 
northern side of the Libary in mid-
late May.

The project has been well re-
cieved among long residents 
which many saying it has the po-
tential to hold both personal and 
community gatherings. 
The development supports to 
local tourism econamy by pro-
viding a much needed stop over 
space centrally within the town-
ship and place to rest, relax and 
enjoy offerings from local small 
businesses.
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Partnership provides School Based Traineeships
The West Tamar Council in con-
junction with The Department of 
Education, TAFE Tasmania and 
MEGT Australia Limited have es-
tablished a partnership to ensure 
young members of the commu-
nity have the oppournity to build 
skills which can be transfered into 
employment oppourtunities. 
Exeter High School student 
Ross Mohr will be undertaking 
a Certificate II in Resources & 
Infrastructure Work Preparation 
with Jarrod Dusuatoy from Laun-
ceston College will be working 
with Parks & Recreation to oba-
tin a Horticulture II/III Certificate. 
Both students will become paid 
staff members of the West Tamar 
Council working two days a week 
and continuing their studies other 
the other three days. The trainee-
ships are the equivalent to three 
years of study, with the option to 
pick up extra hours during school 

holidays to fast track the qualifica-
tions.
Mayor Holmdahl said “The West 
Tamar Council believes that giving 
students in year 10 the opporunity 

to gain a TAFE qualification along-
side their normal studies, will help 
to further enhance future employ-
ment oppotunities”. 
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The East Tamar Tourism Net-
work held the groups launch on 
Tuesday, 16th of April at the Jim 
Mooney Gallery, George Town. 
Hosted by George Town Cham-
ber of Commerce guests enjoyed 
an update of developments in 
the Tamar Valley tourism sector. 
Guests included a number of local 
small business operators, com,-
munity groups and volunteers 
from accross the community. The 
guest speaker for the evening 
was Executive Chair of Tourism 
Tasmania, Chris Griffin. The event 
provided 

East Tamar Tourism Network Launch

Exeter - Stage 1 Wildmore Crescent 

Build Your Dream Home
All blocks fully serviced 
Live a relaxed country lifestyle, only 25 minutes away from Launceston CBD 
Block sizes ranging from 800m2 - 5,559m2 (approx.) 
Be surrounded by quality homes
Now is the time to build with the $20,000 first home builders grant still in place

For Sale
Prices starting from $90,000
 
www.harcourts.com.au/TTM9663
 
Andrew Michieletto
M 0408 006 455 P 03 6382 2366 
andrew.michieletto@harcourts.com.au
Kate Worley
M 0418 379 701 
kate.worley@harcourts.com.au 
97 Macquarie Street, George Town
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Windsor Precinct Park Run recieves funding boost
Health Minister Michael Ferguson 
recently launched a new round 
of Healthy Tasmania Community 
Innovation Grants.
The Tasmanian Government’s 
Healthy Tasmania Five Year Stra-
tegic Plan is investing $1 million 
into community health projects 
lasting up to 12 months.
The Government wants to make 
Tasmania the healthiest state abd 
the second round of Healthy Tas-
mania community grants are set 
to help more people live healthier 
and longer lives.
Applications were sought from 
non-government orgonisations 
and 24 succesful applications 
were awared seed funding of up 
to $25,000 to focus on combi-
nation of physical activity, healthy 
eating, smoking cessation and 
building connections.
Mr Ferguson made the annouce-

ment at Windsor Precinct with 
Parkrun Tasmania who were one 
of the successful applications 
based in the West Tamar area. 
The funds will be used to estab-
lish an addtional three park runs 
and bring people together while 
creating a positive sense of com-
munity. 

A number of other organisations 
were succesful in the Tamar Val-
ley. It is envisaged that all projects 
will draw on existing community 
strengths, services and resources 
to make healthier choices easier 
in homes, workplaces, schools 
and in broader community.
The projects demonstrate innova-

tion, forward thinking, inclusive-
ness and will involve a wide range 
of community members through-
out the state. 
In the longer term these projects 
support the Government’s plan to 
keep Tasmanians healthier for lon-
ger and out of the health system.
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George Town RSL & ANZAC Community Update
Our George Town RSL Sub 
Branch is settled into the fully 
owned new building after much 
planning, forethought and due 
diligence by the past and present 
Boards of Management under the 
consistent leadership of the Exec-
utive team of Don Mackrill (Im-
mediate Past Pres), Vince Davis 
(Current Pres) and Robyn Moody 
(Secretary/Treasurer). Much of 
the evolution and change to new 
premises has been due to a very 
small group of members, volun-
teers and their supporters. We 
acknowledge their work and
thank them for all their efforts. 
There is momentum moving for-
ward, with a new Board of
Management being elected at our 
recent Annual General Meeting. 
We are looking toward ways to
continue to improve and incorpo-
rate Best Practices in the opera-
tions of our Sub Branch, whilst
maintaining an ethos of Service, 
Welfare and Support with Integri-
ty, for existing and new members.

The new Board of Management 
will be considering short and long 
term aims, objectives and issues
being faced by many Sub 
Branches around the state and 
indeed the country. We recognize 
the need to continue to bring to 
our Sub Branch consideration for 
all veterans including contempo-
rary Vets who have been and are 
involved in recent conflicts, and 
peacekeeping efforts. We need 
their voice in our Sub Branch. 
We hope they would think about 
becoming members and contrib-
uting to the Sub Branch with in-
novation, to enable a broader un-
derstanding of needs and issues 
faced by today’s veterans. We 
encourage all veterans and ser-
vicemen and women in our com-
munity to contact the Sub Branch 
to join, become involved and offer 
a voice. The Tamar Valley Support 
Centre is in it’s first year with a 
dedicated advocate, office space 
for private discussions and facili-
ties to assist with paperwork and 

support with DVA claims.
ANZAC Day commemorations, 
on the 25 th April will be a day 
to think about all Veterans and 
service personnel. The Dawn 
service at the Cenotaph followed 
by Gunfire Breakfast, Hot toddies 
and Two Up in the memorial Hall 
begin the day. The morning March 
beginning at approx. 10:30am 
from the Cenotaph opposite 
the RSL Sub Branch to the Max 
Harris Memorial Reserve, will 

be followed by a short service. 
Our community connections are 
strong, with schools involved in 
services before and after the
school holiday break. On the 9 th 
April Port Dalrymple School held a 
service, we thank Port Assistant
Principals Luke Padgett and Mike 
Flanagan for their invitation to ser-
vicemen to attend. Our thanks to
Major General Dave Chalmers, 
guest speaker, and RSL members 
for attending.

A SELECTION OF PHOTOS FROM 
ANZAC DAY CEREMONIES HELD IN 

BEACONSFIELD



A female doctor, with a second doctor 
planned to start from July 2019.

As well as the usual general practice 
services, we o�er electro and photo- 
biomodulation therapy. Bulk billing is 
available for concession card holders.

Beacons�eld Doctors Surgery
144 Weld Street
Beacons�eld

03 6383 1770
beacons�eld@yhcgroup.com.au

YHC Group Company
info@yhcgroup.com.au
yhcgroup.com.au



  
 

 

Those earning over $90,000
get progressively less and less
of the $1,080 tax cut, until
finally those earning between
$126,000-$200,000 get their
tax cut pegged at $135.
Individuals earning over
$200,000 get no tax cut at all.
 
When will the tax cuts occur?
 
The tax cuts are for the
financial year ending 30th
June 2019 – so the tax cuts are
retrospective, meaning that
when people get their 2019 tax
lodged, they are likely to see
their refunds increase by the
amount of their tax cut.
 
Labour has guaranteed to
match all the tax cuts
proposed for individuals
earning between $18,200
-$126,000, so tax cuts are
certainly coming. The only
twist for most individuals is
who will be implementing
these tax cuts.
 

Instant Asset Write-off:
 
Christmas is also coming in
July for small/medium
business clients, with some
pleasant chances proposed in
relation to the instant asset
write-off.
 
From budget night onwards,
the eligible write off amount
has been bumped up to
$30,000 – with businesses
earning between $10-30
million turnovers also now
able to access this tax
advantage also.
 
Luxury Car Tax Refunds:
 
From the 1st of July 2019, a
suite of changes are set to click
in for the Luxury Car Tax. As a
result, eligible farming or
tourism businesses will have
their maximum potential
luxury tax refund claimable on
new vehicles increased from
$3,000 to $10,000.
 
 
 
 

Tax cuts – but who gets them
& how much?
 
Tax cuts – that was the buzz
word of the current
government’s 2019 budget.
But who are the tax cut
winners - how much will they
get and when? Let’s break it
down.
 
If you were not earning
enough to be paying tax, there
is no tax to cut – so for those
earning less than the tax-free
threshold of $18,200, you will
continue to pay no tax. No
surprises.
 
If you are earning between
$18,201-$37,000, you only
receive a $255 tax cut. If you
are earning between $37,001-
$48,000 you receive a $480
tax cut. If you are on the
$48,001-$90,000 income
bracket, you will be looking at
a tax cut of $1,080 - the
biggest tax cut of all.

Final Thought:
 
There is a strong
possibility that the current
government may not survive
to have their budgeted voted
on in Parliament. This makes
the opposition's budget reply
extremely crucial.
 
The opposition has made
various commitments to
match many of the
government's taxation
concessions, but many points
of difference remain.
 
Be sure to seek the advice of a
tax professional before relying
on any item in the current
budget.
 
 

10 Always Local - Proudly serving communities of the Tamar Valley

96 Gleadow Street, Launceston TAS 7250 
0447 277 825 | agency36.com.au

Buying or selling in the 
Tamar Valley?

Contact

Steve Crawford | 0447 277 825

Steve Crawford
Agency 36 Launceston
Exeter is approximately 25.3 
square kilometers and currently 
has a population of 804 residents 
with an average age of 40-59. 
The average income for Exeter 

residents is $618 with 79% of 
propeties currently being owned 
with 21% being rented. The 
median house price has risen by 
over 5.94% in the past 12 months 
bringing the median price for Ex-
eter to $399,000. Last year there 

Suburb Profile Report For Exeter TAS (7275)
was 16 houses sold in Exeter with 
an average time to sell of 43 days.
The average house in Exeter is 
rented for $350 per week and 
returnes a rental returrn of 5.29%. 
The median weekly rental price on 
units is $280 and rental return is 

5.52%.
Each edition of Tamar Valley News 
we will be taking a look at differ-
ent suburb with the next suburb 
report to be for Beaconsfield. 
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The Australian Golf Industry 
Council has issued to call to 
Federal election candidates in the 
seat of Bass to help community 
golf clubs with much-needed up-
grades to highly in demand local 
golf facilties. As part of a national 
campaign, AGIC chairman Gavin 
Kirkman has called on all MPs 
and candidates to get behind golf 
and support the great communi-
ties, clubs and people associated 
with golf clubs. Tam O’Shanter 
Golf and Community Club is 
seeking $180,000 badly need-
ed to upgrade the club house to 
keep up with growth and as a 
means of encourging even further 
community use. AGIC has made 
the call as part of its ‘Pitch In: 
Grow Community Golf’ advocacy 

campaign - a new endeavour by 
golf sector designed to improve 
the capability and sustainability of 
golf clubs and facilities around the 
nation, making the game easier 
for more Australians to access, 
learn and play.  Mr Kirkman said 

“golf facilities are more than just 
places for playing golf. They are 
community hubs that include a 
place for weddings, birthdays, 
funerals and charitable events - 
they are a place for everybody 
to use and enjoy. AGIC have 

Tam O’Shanter Golf and Community Club in 
need of upgrade.

Ronan Naidoo and Di Aurik add-
ed to their impressive records 
with victory in the Legana Tennis 
Club men’s and women’s singles 
championships in April. 
Naidoo, 17 won his fifth straigh 
men’s title with a 6-0, 6-4 win 
against rising junior Stuart Lake 
16. Aurik was too strong for Judy 
McIntosh in the women’s final, 
triumphing 6-2, 6-2, for her ninth 
club singles title. McIntosh and 
Narelle Ellmers won the women’s 
doubles championships after 
defeating Ros Burr and Bian-
ca Hannah 6-5, 6-1 in the final. 

Andrew Faulkner and Craig Boyce 
staged a comeback from 4-7 to 
8-8 before winning their semi- 
final in a tiebreak against Don 
Aurik and Tony Philips. They faced 
young guns Kiran Naidoo and Ri-
ley Dunn in the rain affected final 
played over two weekends and 
wrapped up the men’s doubles 
title 6-3, 6-4. Boyce and Burr won 
the mixed doubles title 6-5, 6-4 
against Andrew Michieletto and 
McIntosh. Kiran Naidoo, 13, took 
out the boys’ singles title against 
Lake.

Would you like your club featured? Let us know. news@tamarvalleynews.com.au

Denis Broomby
Bridenorth Football Club 
President
The Bridgenorth Football Club has 
had a good start to season 2019 
knocking off South and Bracknell 
in there first 2 games, we had one 
of the biggest crowds ever seen 
at Parrot park to watch us take on 
South in all 4 grades, the Unders 
are playing good footy in there 
first couple of outings and with 2 
win under there belt they look to 
be a very competitive side with a 
good mix of hight and speed so 
coach zach Griffith is thrilled with 
there start and looks forward to 

keep on developing the young 
players at the club. 
The Reserves lost there first game 
against South in a hard fought 
game that went down to the last 
quarter but iut was South who 
got the win but we bounced back 
last week to get over Bracknell 
with a good comfortable win in 
trying conditions with the wind.
The Seniors have been impresive 
in there first couple of games with 
comfortable wins over South and 
Bracknell, we do need to work on 
goal kicking as we have been very 
inacurate in front of goal, Rohan 
Sergeant has been in good form 
in front of goal, Rohan Bones 
has been fantastic in the ruck, 
on ballers Mathew Zanetto and 
Jack McCulloch have been play-
ing well but we have some tough 
games coming up over the next 
few against Hillwood at home, 
Longford away then Scottsdale 
at home so look forward to every 

contacted MPs and candidates 
in marginal accross Australia 
highlighting ‘shovel ready projects 
that need immediate assistance in 
their electorates, including North-
ern Tasmania.

game to see where we are at.
The Women have started the 
season playing good footy against 
some quality oppersition, we 
had a good first up win against 
Scotch but have found the going 

a bit tougher over the last few 
weeks against South, Evandale 
and Scottsdale but coach Bobby 
Beams has been impressed with 
the womens effort in every game 
we have played. 

A Solid Start for Bridgenorth Football Club

Legana Tennis Club Update
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Diane Phillips 
The significance of early George 
Town history has been largely 
overlloked, but on May 22nd 
2019 we reach the 200th anniver-
sary of the town as headquarters 
of the northern part of the island. 
From 1804 the Port Darrymple 
and the Hobart settlements were 
under separate command, which 
was delineated by the 42nd par-
allel at Ross. Early dwellings were 
erected in George Town, York 
Town and Launceston. 
When the newly appointed Gov-
ernor, Lachlan Macquarie arrived 
in Sydney in 1810 he had been 
instruced to ensure appointed 
Governor, Lachlan Macqurie 
arrived in Sydney in 1810 he had 
been instruced to ensure town-
ships were properly laid out with 
a square and necessary public 

buildings. When he visited Van 
Diemen’s Lan in 1811 he was not 
impressed by Hobart and Laun-
ceston. 
When he reached Outer Cove 
(now York Cove) he was delighted 
. It has all the necessary require-
ments for a new northern capital, 
but it would be a long time before 
Macquarie’s vision was realised. 
In 1815 he got the go ahead from 
England to transfer headquarters 
from Launceston to his new town. 
Macquarie sent orders for what 
was to be built and he also hand-
picked convict workers to be sent 
from Sydney. Progress was slow 
at first with a shortage of tools 
and workers being taken away to 
work elsewhere.
In March 1818, frustrated by lack 
of progress, Macquarie replaced 
the then commandant Stewart 

Mayor Cimitiere, who arrived with 
orders to get on with the building 
program. On 22 May 1819, when 
Cimitiere moved to George Town 
much of the building program 
was well under way. There was 
a joiners shop, officer’s barracks, 
store house, military barracks, 
lime kiln, blacksmiths shop, 
commandant’s residence, officer’s 
barracks, watch house, guard 
house, signal staff and two sentry 
boxes.
By 1820 George Town has be-
come a sizeable settlement con-
taining some 92 buildings which 
consisted of 12 brick buildings, 
37 wooden houses and 43 skill-
ings. Apart from the public build-
ings, such as the clergymen’s 
house and government cottage, 
many of the convicts were given 
land to build their own houses.

The community consisted mainly 
of convicts, civil officers and mil-
itary. They shared problems and 
pleasures in the new town. The 
location was isolated, the town 
did not have the infrrastructure 
associated with an established 
town and the community was for 
away from all that was familiar. On 
the other hand, the buildings were 
new people’s spiritual, scholastic 
and health needs were attended 
to and the convicts had an op-
portunity to start a new lift in a 
healthy, temperate climate.
There was a government potato 
patch and vegtables were grown 
in the convicts’ gardens, which 
augmented their rations. There 
were no shops in the town so 
items had to be made or sourced 
from Launceston. The trades-
men manufactured items which 
they sent to Launceston, some 
of the women had skills such 
as dressmaking to trade, there 
were plenty of fish to catch, some 
families kept chickens and goats, 
and labourers would barter their 
brawn.
Governor Macquarie again vis-
ited his new town in 1821 and 
was pleased with what he saw. 
He returned to England in 1822 
by which time there had been 
an inquiry into his administration, 
which recommended headquar-
ters be moved back to Launces-
ton. This happened when Balfour 
was made commandant, arriving 
in April 1825.
So for six years George Town be-
came headquaters of the north-
ern settlement. 

George Town & District Historical Society Inc - Monthly Meetings are held on the 3rd Monday of each month, 
starting at 7.30pm usually at The Grove, 2 Cimitiere St, George Town

Meetings are open to the public. There is no charge, but a gold coin donation towards supper is apprecited. Annual 
Membership is $15 single or $25 for a couple, due in October.
NEXT MEETING - Monday 15 April at The Grove - 7.30pm

“George Town - the Capital of Northern Van Diemen’s Land” - a bicentennial commemoration of the offical removal of 
the ‘Cheif Settlement’ from Launceston to George Town in May 1819. Diane Phillips, author of “An Eligible Situation” 

will elaborate on this topic. 
This meeting is part of the 2019 Heritage Festival themed: “This placed matters” 

The Low Head Pilot Station Maritime Museum will also hold a free open day from 10am - 4pm Wednesday 15 May 
as part of the Heritage Festival - Donations Welcome.


