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George Town Destination Action 
plan has been officially launched 
in February by The Hon Peter 
Gutwein MP.
The Destination Action Plan 
initiative is a new initiative of the 
Tasmanian Government which 
has committed $220,000 to 
develop 32 action plans for key 
destinations across Tasmania with 

George Town being identified as 
1 of the 32 locations. The Tamar 
River has also been identified as 
an area which will have an 
individual Destination Action Plan 
launched.
Key elements of the plan include
- Developing a comprehensive 
communication plan and market-
ing plan.

- Working with the George Town 
Council to develop a Tourism 
Master Plan.
- Advocate for the development of 
a recreational mountain bike park 
in George Town area.
- Promoting the value of the visitor 
economy to the community
The Destination Action Plan 
process has brought together 
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The Exeter Show committee are 
very pleased with attendance at 
the 2019 Exeter Show. 
According to long standing 
members of the committee the 
crowd of over 3,000 has broken 
previous attendance records. AFL 
great Tony Shaw was said to be a 
favourite with young football fans 
at the 2019 show.
Wood chopping created a great 
stir as David Foster and his son 
were up against each other with 
his son winning. 
Weather was kind to the event 
with locals and the wider Tasma-
nian community making it to the 
event. 
The committee wish to thank all 
volunteers and sponsors who 
are loyal to the event each year. 
Without volunteers and sponsors 
the Exeter Show would not have 
experienced its 106th year. 

Strong 
attendance at 
Exeter Show

Insist on quality
eye care.

Eyelines are your local optometrists and 

we take out role of primary care very 

seriously. Your individually tailored eye 

test will include the use of state-of-the-art 

equipment and professional advice.

Look after your eye health - it is vital for 

getting the most out of life.

Book your eye test today at

eyelines.com.au or call 03 6330 2188. 
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Mayor Bridget Archer and The Hon Peter Gutwein MP at the launch of George Town Destination Action plan and 
Windmill Point Playground opening.



over 3 years, will enhance com-
petitiveness of George Town as a 
primary visitor destination of the 
region. These strategies will also 
facilitate regional collaboration 
and cooperation.” 
The action plan highlights the 
opportunities for the municipali-
ty  include; event development, 
history & heritage attractions, 
improval of townscape & presen-
tation, development of foreshore, 
George Town and West Tamar to 
cooperatively market, fresh pro-
duce availability & farmers market.
10 recommendations have been 
identified as a high priority re-
quiring action within 1 year in the 
areas of establishing leadership 
capacity to drive Destination Ac-
tion Plan, raise community aware-
ness of the value of the visitor 
economy, develop infrastructure, 
product and visitor services to 
match demand and marketing.
The follow George Town destina-
tion action plan can be viewed on 
the George Town Council web-
site. www.georgetown.tas.gov.au

representatives from all stakehold-
er groups that benefit from the 
visitor economy. MORE PAGE 2
George Town Council, Tourism 
Northern Tasmania, the George 
Town Chamber of Commerce, 
industry and the community rep-
resentatives, who have all worked 
in collaboration to develop the ac-
tion plan. The plan was prepared 
by a facilitated workshop followed 
by regular meetings which con-
sidered and reached a consensus 
on the collective strengths and 
opportunities available in the area 
as well as the challenges that the 
areas faces. 
Mayor Bridget Archer said “A 
core strategy is to recognize that 
visitors to the region are primar-
ily attracted to destinations and 
experiences. Therefore, the devel-
opment, marketing and manage-
ment of the region’s destinations 
are pivotal to the success of the 
whole region. Through the col-
laboration of all stakeholders, the 
DAP identifies priority strategies 
and actions which, if implemented 

New Exeter Park, 
nearly compelte

West Tamar Council launch Youth Survey
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Exeter residents will soon beneift 
from an exciting new local 
development. The creation of a 
new park in Exeter is now taking 
shape next to the Exeter Libary 
on corner of Biloo Street and 
Main Road Exeter. The new space 
will feature seating, both paced 
and grassed areas with a public 
toilet. At this early stage planter 
boxes and irrigation has been 

installed. Council are very proud 
that the project has been contr-
structed with community feed-
back and based on the Exeter 
Structure Plan 2014. Works are 
expected to be complete by April 
2019. If you are interested in 
more information visit the West 
Tamar Council website.
www.wtc.tas.gov.au

As work continues at the Exeter project site.

Young members of the West 
Tamar municipality are invited 
to have their voice heard on the 
2019 West Tamar Youth Survey. 
Results will be used to inform the 
2020-2022 youth strategy which 
priorities what programs, facili-
ties and activities young people 
within the West Tamar community 
desire. Residents and/or enrolled 

students of a school located with-
in the West Tamar municipal area 
aged between 10 and 24, are 
eligible to complete the survey. 
Participants have the option to 
remain anonymous and all infor-
maiton is confidential. The Mayors 
Choice Award is available to a 
participant who has provided the 
most thoughtful, insightful and 

constructive answers to assist wit 
the 2020-2022 youth strategy. 
West Tamar Council recognise 
the important role young people 
play in our community and has 
regularly updates its youth strate-
gy to reflect the needs, concerns 
and vision held by our youth. In 
the last youth survey undertaken 
3 years ago participants said that 

the biggest issue which would im-
prove West Tamar was less litter 
in the community at 8.90%, more 
improved community facilities eg. 
swimming pool, sporting facilities 
and parks 7.54% and more activi-
ties for young people 7.16%.
Visit the West Tamar Council 
website for more information on 
the survey. www.wtc.tas.gov.au

Tamar Valley News is owned and operated by Hyperlocal Media.

Founded in Tasmania and locally owned.

Hyperlocal Media believes local communities a deserving of better hyperlocal content which 
best represents the people that visit, live and work in the Tamar Valley.
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We will guide you on what best suits your home and 
make your project easy and hassle free. We welcome 
new customers to contact us for a quote! The durable 
aluminium frame with twinwall polycarbonate sheeting 

makes for great outdoor entertainment areas, 
carports or door/window coverings. 

We are now distributors for
Ziptrak Blinds

Tamar Valley plays key role in possible May Federal Election.

ZAC LOCKHART
With the fast-approaching federal 
election we have contacted Labor 
and Liberal candidates to
provide Tamar Valley News with 
a statement for their plans in the 
Tamar Valley area of Bass.
Current sitting member Ross Hart 
MP (Labor) grew up in Northern 
Tasmania who lives locally with
his wife Annie, and son, Pete.
“My mum was a nurse in aged 
care and at the Launceston Gen-
eral Hospital. She taught me the
importance of looking out for oth-
ers and giving people a fair go.” 
Mr Hart said in a statement to
Tamar Valley News. “That’s why I 
am fighting to improve the lives of 
people in Northern Tasmania;
with better local health services, 
new clean energy and advanced 
manufacturing jobs, and more
training opportunities for our 
young people.”
Ross Hart MP says that his top 

priority is fixing the health crisis, 
promising support to doctors,
nurses, and other health workers 
in reducing emergency waiting 
times, as well as an additional 
$30 million to provide 3,000 more 
urgent operations and halve Tas-
mania’s elective surgery waiting 
list.
Having previously operated a 
small Launceston Business for 
over 30 years, Mr Hart says he 
knows that small business is the 
backbone of Northern Tasmania. 
“If elected, Labor will secure more
funding for TAFE and scrap up-
front fees for apprentices in key 
trades.”
“But once trained our workers 
need good, well paid jobs, so that 
people can stay here and build a
life.”
“We have a plan to create new 
local jobs by investing in cheaper, 
cleaner energy and boosting
advanced manufacturing and 

research in Tasmania.” Said Mr 
Hart.
Liberal Candidate Bridget Archer 
says she is a proud resident of 
the Tamar Valley who stands up 
for regional Tasmania. She is the 
current mayor of George Town 
after recently being re-elected 
and has a background in farming, 
business, and hospitality.
Bridget holds a Bachelor of Arts 
with a Graduate Certificate in In-
ternational Politics and lives with
her husband and five children on 
their family farm outside George 
Town.
In a statement to Tamar Valley 
News, Mrs Archer said, “We have 
a strong future and under the right
conditions, the opportunities for 
innovation and investment are 
growing.”
“The Tamar Valley is an increas-
ingly desirable place to live and I 
am working to continue the
renewed growth and confidence 

that we are currently experiencing 
in our region.”
“History shows that only a Liber-
al Government can produce an 
economy that benefits regional 
areas like Northern Tasmania.”
Mrs Archer went on to say, “At 
this stage I am focussed on 
getting around the Bass region, 
including in the Tamar Valley, and 
listening to what is important to 
the community. I welcome the 
opportunity
to talk to people and encourage 
them to get in touch and share 
their ideas.”
Bass is historically a swinging 
electorate, the last time a member 
was re-elected in Bass was Labor
MP Michelle O’Byrne from 1998 – 
2004 while previously this had not 
occurred since Liberal MP

Warwick Smith from 1984 – 1993.
The election is likely to be called 
for May 11 th or 18 th .

Federal Labor MP for Bass, Ross Hart Liberal Candidate for Bass, Brdget Archer 
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Over 120 George Town residents 
attended a public meeting on 
the February the 7th held by the 
George Town Council to discuss 
the progress of the proposed 
George Town Mountain Bike Trail. 
The meeting discussed findings 
from a feasibility study undertaken 
by specialist consultant AirtArt, 
and a draft design of the first 
85km stage of the trail.
Three local residents expressed 
concern about issues such as 
traffic on Mt George Road and 
costs to local rate payers. Con-
cerns were addressed by re-
viewing the proposed tracks this 
highlighted that the track does 
not use public roads which only 

one crossing on Bridport Road. 
Over ten residents spoke highly of 
the proposal which was met with 
a high level of applause through-
out the room. Some community 
identities that spoke in favour 
were Jeanne Bolton (Port Dal-
rymple Principle), James Cam-
eron (Chamber of Commerce), 
Mayreen Lacey (Harcourts) this 
included a number of youth of the 
town. The point was clearly by the 
facilitators of the meeting that the 
proposal was not to compete with 
the Derby mountain bike trails 
but to create another reason to 
visit Tasmania but also to draw in 
people who might not be willing 
to make the drive to Derby from 

Meeting the Zaadstras in Gravelly Beach
ROSEMARY ANDERSON
Meeting the Zaadstras in their 
home in Gravelly Beach, I was 
greeted first by Tanya in the 
Stables Gallery with its crisp 
clean, scents of paint from 
Pieter’s artworks mixing with 
wood. Pieter and Tanya are 
amongst those who discovered 
the beautiful Tamar Valley and 
moved in. Our well known 
qualities met the desire for a 
change of pace some 14 years 
ago. With a splash of the artistic, 
Pieter and Tanya had married 
on an ocean rock, on a Monday 
morning before taking the plunge 
to move to Tassie. Pieter, the 
eldest son of a Friesian family, 
born in an art studio in Holland,
emigrated to Australia when he 
was twelve. His father, with an 
arts background in the Dutch 
ateliers, was a major influence 
in Pieter’s early art. In 1970, in a 
hairdressing salon in Mt Gambier, 
fifteen year old Pieter sold his
first work. He was paid five dollars 
less a one dollar commission. He 
was on his way to a successful 
art career. Initially trained as an 
accountant, he progressed
to owning his own gallery by age 
twenty. Pieter’s work developed 
through the tradition of the 1870s 

’Grey School’ of Impressionism 
from the school of Den Hague 
and The School of Amsterdam.
Teaching of the time involved 
both correction and drilling in 
techniques. He is one of the last 
from the era and awarded for his 
heirloom portraits, landscapes
and animal studies. Also an au-
thor, Pieter’s works include, “The 
Artist and the Fly Fisher” and
“Tamar Valley – an Essay in Art”. 
Now he also publishes eBooks, 
and there are 6 editions of Tales 
of the Atelier to follow the two 
already published. Amongst his
developing works are the untold 
stories out of Europe in the period 
prior to emigration. Pieter contin-
ues to exhibit both in Tasmania 
and interstate. Driven by a desire 
for self-determination and as a 
self identified ‘old school’
European artist, Pieter is proudly 
free enterprise. Today he ob-
serves, post modernist thinking 
is oft ‘decor’ - transient, disallow-
ing maturation of work over a life 
time. Perhaps funding approach-
es and changes to critiquing-
works is a cause. Pieter is teach-
ing the ability to connect with long 
gone artists’ works such as the
Impressionists; allowing a sense 
of the artist. His daughter Anneke 

Bike Trail Public Meeting - Community Broadly Supportive

is among his students. His own 
art and writing also captures this 
ideal. The master likens the pres-
ent day art world to that of the 
May Fly in his work with Emerg-
ing Artists. Regardless of artists 
dancing poorly or well, if they are
shaky at all, they can be gobbled 

up and forgotten. Unlike Pieter, 
who can be found online at www.
zaadstra.com.au. His studio is 
well worth browsing and a
possible new acquisition. Open 
by appointment or when sign out. 
Call 0439 220 997

the Launceston area.
The feasibility study believes ten 
full time jobs would created during 
construction of the trail with ten 
full time jobs creased as a direct 
result of the project with 40,000+ 

annual visits (post stage two of 
the construction)
The full feasibility study and draft 
design can be found on the 
George Town Council website 
www.georgetown.tas.gov.au

Pieter exhibiting his works.

Artwork of the Zaadstras
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Local Dance Studio; from Tamar Valley to LA.

Tamar Valley based dance studio 
Bee Bop Dance Studio are cur-
rently fundraising to ensure 30 
students can attend an overseas 
dance trip.
The dance studio have been on 
2 overseas trips previously and 
seek to continue their global 
dance tour every 4 years.

“So many children would not get 
this opportunity without the sup-
port of everyone who helps us on 
our fundraising journey. 
The group has already been 
fundraising for 12 months but the 
next 12 months will be full steam 
ahead with monthly raffles, drives 
and loads of local events. 

“We try not to saturate our little 
home town by taking on oppor-
tunities outside of George Town 
however we have received amaz-
ing support locally and we are 
forever thankful to be a part of 
such a supportive community”
Some of Bee Bop Dance Studio’s 
coming fundraisings include 3rd 

March Car Rally, 15th March Cup 
Night (novelty horse racing), 24th 
March enchanted fairy afternoon 
studio. 

More information can be found 
on the Bee Bop Dance Facebook 
page.

Students of Bee Bop Dance Studio Bee Bop Community Fundraising



Windmill Point Playground Offically Open
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The new windmill Point play-
ground was opened on the 10th 
of February. Planning for the play 
ground commenced in 2014, 
following Government funding 
of $100,000 to develop a play-
ground area at Windmill Point. 
Mayor Archer said “the begin-
nings were already in place, with 
the beautifully carved trees in 
a maritime theme, undertaken 
by renowned tree carver Eddie 
Freeman. In line with this, and 

the maritime history of the site, 
Council commissioned the build 
of a replica ship HMPS Buffalo; 
the ship which brought Lieutenant 
Colonel Paterson to our shores. 
This ship, coupled with the family 
barbecue area, swings and ame-
nities, is a very welcome addition 
to our municipality and an area 
which is sees much use by mem-
bers of the community and visi-
tors to George Town.”

Freeman keeps making the Tamar Valley proud
George Town residents have been 
watching the BBL closely with the 
inclusion of George Town local 
Jarrod Freeman while the sea-
son has now concluded Jarrod’s 
inclusion in the Hobart Hurricanes 
team allows young locals consid-
ering taking the up sport that high 
goals can be achieved. 
Jarrod said that he believes grow-
ing up in George Town has cer-
tainly assisted me in my success 
to this point. In such a small town 
the support you receive from 
everyone is almost surreal. I’ve 
been very luck to have fundrais-
ers for me at times when heading 
overseas, and without a doubt 

the community has helped me get 
there and support me. 
In deciding what made Jarrod 
choose cricket he said I grew up 
watching dad play at Beacons-
field cricket club for a long as I 
can remember. Which lead to 
me wanting to play the game, 
and from then on my love for the 
game grew. I like the environment 
cricket brings and the families 
cricket creates. Which is why I 
chose to play the game. 
In advice to younger players he 
says stick with it and listen to 
coaches. No matter your skill lev-
el, if you have enough passion for 
the game and continue to work 

hard you will have success. which 
may come in different forms for 
different people. 
Jarrod’s major successes in the 
last 12 months include Under 19 
World Cup, Tasmanian Sheffield 
shield team, Tasmanian under 19 
team, Australia under 19 tour of 
Sri Lanka.  Long term goals for 
Jarrod include being in a position 
to consistently play for Tasmania 
and dream to play for Australia. 
While it’s important to have high 
goals Jarrod and cricket is his pri-
mary focus he says it’s important 
to well rounded and have other 
focus outside of cricket to have 
something to lean back on. 

Zavier, South George Town Primary 
Ella and Erin Star of the Sea, George Town

Jarrod Freeman

BACK TO SCHOOL - Tamar Valley News wishes students 
furthering their education this year every success for 2019.
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Jye was successful in obtaining 
a role with television show “Get 
Arty” and is regularly invited on 
Channel 7’s morning show, where 
he has demonstrated some of his 
craft work. Community Event of 
the Year was awarded to the 
Rotary Club of George Town 
“Wings and Things” with the 
inaugural event held at the 
George Town Aerodrome in Feb-
ruary 2014. The event is attended 
by local and statewide patrons 
hosting a large collection of vin-
tage and veteran vehicles, aircraft, 
live music, food and refreshments. 
Both municipal areas were thank-
ful to welcome new citizens who 
have chose the Tamar Valley as 
their home. Eight new Australian 
citizens in total undertook their 
Citizenship Ceremony at George 
Town and West Tamar events.

other community events. “These 
awards are a great opportunity to 
recognize the outstanding contri-
butions of those who give self-
lessly to out community and we 
acknowledge their efforts” said 
Mayor Christina Holmdahl. Kevin 
Ellis received George Town Citizen 
of the Year who was recognuised 
for his ongoing volunteer services 
to a braod range of community 
groups including Senior Citziens, 
Theatre Groups, George Town 
Boxing Club and local community 
events.
Jye Marshall received Young 
Citizen of the Year having had 
success as both a young de-
signer winning the 2015 Fashion 
Designer of the Year for Tasmania 
and runner up for the national 
awards. He hosted 2018 National 
Runways Fashion Showcase in 
Melbourne and has been invited 
back for the 2019 year. At just 15 

a month long Work Challenge 
expedition to Vietnam and Cam-
bodia where she spent her time 
teaching classes and building 
school facilities. Community Event 
of the Year was awarded to “Book 
Week Celebrations Beaconsfield” 
this event a special partnership 
between many community stake-
holders including Beaconsfield 
Primary School, Child and Family 
Centre, NBN Childcare, Neigh-
bourhood House, Beaconsfield 
Police, West Tamar Council local 
business and many community 
members. The Mayors Award 
was presented to Brian & Mary 
Bates who have been members 
of the West Tamar Rotary Club 
and various Council and State 
committees working as mentors 
at Exeter High School having 
conceived and driven the Christ-
mas dinner which is still running at 
Beaconsfield and delivering many 

Australia Day is a great time 
of reflection and celebration 
of achievements in the Tam-
ar Valley with West Tamar and 
George Town Councils awarding 
their Australia Day awards and 
welcoming new citizens to our 
community. Nigel Burch is a well 
known identity to many senior 
residents as the “go to guy” at the 
Windsor Computer Hub, a highly 
respected and dedicated volun-
teer. His work is widely valued 
with the computer hub being as-
sessed as one of the best in the 
country. Nigel has donated hun-
dreds of hours to the hub to help 
others learn or to those that need 
a chat. Young Citizen of the year 
was awarded to Rose Donnelly 
holding positions such as being a 
long standing member of the Riv-
erside High School representative 
council and Fundraising Prefect. 
Rose was selected to attend 

Local heros receive Australia Day awards

Nigel Burch receives West Tamar Citizen of the Year award. Rose Donnelly recieves Young Citizen of the Year award.

Jye Marshall recevies George Town Young Citizen of the Year award. Kevin Ellis receives George Town Citizen of the Year award.



Thousands enjoy local “Wings and Things” event.
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ZAC LOCKHART
This weekend, thousands flocked 
to George Town to see the many 
aircraft displays, emergency
service rescue demonstrations 
and vintage cars. Some even 
enjoyed an introductory flight 
learning
to fly an aircraft, while others en-
joyed aerobatics above the airfield 
and the coastline.
For the Georgetown SES and Fire 
Brigades it was an opportunity to 
demonstrate the life-saving
rescue equipment that the 
George Town Rotary Club had 
donated the funds for.
Craig Stringer, Acting President 
of the George Town Rotary Club 
said, “Wings and Things is our
annual fundraiser. Funds raised 
support Rotary Projects both in 
the local community and
internationally.”
“This year we will be supporting 
the Bass and Flinders centre in 

George Town, as well as some 
other
local projects.”
“Some may also go to our over-
seas projects, like ending polio 
and fighting malaria.” Mr Stringer 
Said.
Wings and Things won the com-
munity event award at the recent 
Australia day awards, and al-
though
there are some uncertainties as 
to the future of the event, with a 
solar panel farm being planned to
be built in the paddock currently 
being used for parking, and the 
George Town councils plans to 
sell
the airport, Mr Stringer remains 
positive that the event will contin-
ue, having already received an
offer to utilise a neighbouring pad-
dock for parking next year.
With well over 1500 people in 
attendance this year, it is a large 
volunteer effort on behalf of the

George Town Rotary Club.
Mr Stringer said there were about 
30 volunteers helping to run the 
event this year, “We have about
25 rotary members and some 
friends of Rotary helping.”
If you are interested in joining the 
Rotary Club in George Town you 
can contact Craig Stringer at
cstr123@bigpond.com or by call-
ing 0409 319 607



A female doctor, with a second doctor 
planned to start from July 2019.
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Why is Single Touch Payroll 
so important now? 
 
On the 12th of February 2019, 
new legislation was passed 
making Single Touch Payroll 
lodgements mandatory for all 
small businesses with 
employees.
 
This means every time you do 
a pay run, you will need to be 
reporting this directly to the 
tax office.
 
The new rules require small 
business owners to have Single 
Touch Payroll system in place 
and effective from the 1st of 
July 2019.
 
If you are found to be in 
breach of these new payroll 
laws, you could be up for a 
range of administrative fines 
from the Australian Tax 
Office.

Examples of Non-
Compliance
 
Calculating and recording 
payroll on excel sheets, sticky 
notes, cash books and other 
forms of manual records are 
no longer a reporting option 
under Single Touch Payroll.
 
It is possible that the 
Australian Tax Office may 
take a more friendly approach 
in relation to the enforcement 
of these penalties. However, 
they could also seek to make 
an example of those 
businesses in violation, in an 
attempt to ensure everyone 
takes these new regulations 
seriously.
 
Yep – this means that all small 
business owners must now 
face the reality of processing 
their payroll via a cloud based 
bookkeeping product.
 
 
 
 

At DK Chartered Accounting, 
we understand the immense 
and overwhelming impact this 
legislative change will have on 
small business owners. Call us 
to book our standard one hour 
of free small business 
consultation so we can help 
discuss your Single Payroll 
options and obligations.
 
Additionally, David will be 
presenting on the topic of One 
Touch Payroll in his talk, 
hosted at 24 Paterson Street by 
Enterprize Launceston, on the 
16th of April later this year.

What is Single Touch Payroll?
 
Stated simply Single Touch 
Payroll is lodging your 
weekly/fortnightly/monthly 
payroll with Australian Tax 
Office.
 
As all small business owners 
are aware, they already have to 
report annual wage figures via 
end of financial year 
employee payment summaries 
and report quarterly gross 
wage and tax withheld figures 
via their business activity 
statement.
 
Single Touch Payroll goes a 
step further and requires 
employers to report salaries 
and wages, tax withholding 
and superannuation to the 
Australian Tax Office each
time they make a pay run.
 
Ouch.
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Dear Editor,
The question was asked in the 
February issue: ‘Should the 
Tamar Valley be one council?’; OF 
COURSE it should!
A recent survey commissioned 
by West Tamar Council showed 
direct savings to ratepayers of 
$1.3 million ‘annually ‘ would be 
achieved if George Town and 
West Tamar Councils were to 
merge; imagine what other sav-
ings could be made if these two 
Councils were to amalgamate 
with Launceston to form a single 
Greater Tamar Valley Council; or 
indeed what even more economic 
benefits could be achieved if Dor-

set and Meander Councils were 
also included in the mix?
An online poll conducted by The 
Examiner newspaper in October 
2018 showed there ‘is’ wide-
spread support in the community 
for council amalgamation with 
respondents returning a whopping 
80 per cent in favour of such a 
move.
The Launceston Chamber of 
Commerce and the Tasmanian 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry have publicly supported 
council amalgamation.
The current Local Government 
Minister may well prefer voluntary 
amalgamation but the truth of 

the matter is that this will never 
happen as, due to self preser-
vation and vested interest, most 
councillors and councils want to 
maintain the status quo.
Inevitably however frustrated 
Tasmanian ratepayers, full of 
angst, will insist the Minister of 
the day takes stronger action to 
introduce compulsory amalga-
mation. 
Talk about being over governed; 
Tasmania with its minuscule 
population is presided over by 
29 councils, an upper and lower 
house of state parliament plus an 
upper and lower house of federal 
parliament; our tiny island state 

Letter to the Editor - news@tamarvalleynews.com.au
is most definitely over loaded 
with politicians and bureaucrats 
all a drain on the already limited 
financial resources of rate and tax 
payers; LUDICROUS!
Jim, Legana

It was such a pleasure to attend 
the Exeter Show, a wonderful 
number of locals and visitors 
enjoying the offerings of Exeter. A 
very authentic country show with 
many attractions. A credit to the 
orgonising commitiee. I hope all 
stakeholders will continute to sup-
port this event well into the future.
Helen, Beaconsfield
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LEGANA PROPERTY MARKET ONE OF THE FASTEST
GROWING SUBURB IN THE NORTH.

96 Gleadow Street, Launceston TAS 7250 
0447 277 825 | agency36.com.au

Buying or selling in the 
Tamar Valley?

Contact

Steve Crawford | 0447 277 825

WHEN IS THE RIGHT TIME TO SELL YOUR HOME?
Steve Crawford, Director, at 
Agency 36 Launceston, says the 
right time to sell property
depends on a number of factors 
including the current market con-
ditions, the time of year
&amp; most importantly what 
suits the home seller.
He says researching the market 
is key, talking to an agent, seeing 
what has sold in the
area and how long it took to sell 
and most importantly understand 

the demand for
homes in your suburb.
“Currently in the Tamar Valley 
there is still very strong demand 
from buyers in the
market, and falling supply means 
those selling will be able to get a 
higher price for their
property”.
Summer, spring, autumn or win-
ter? Crawford says “the season 
shouldn’t determine if
you are going to sell, sure sum-

The Legana property market has 
quickly become one of the fastest 
growing suburbs in
Northern Tasmania with a popu-
lation of 3678 residents with an 
average income of
$722. The median house price 
has significantly risen by over 
16% in the past 24 months
bringing the median price for Le-
gana to $417,145, (a 3 bedroom 
house being $370,000

&amp; a 4 bedroom house total-
ling $449,000.) Throughout 2018 
there has been a huge 54
houses sold in Legana and 11 
units with an average time to sell 
of 70 days.
The rental market has seen some 
stable growth over the past 12 
months with the
average house in Legana being 
rented for $400 per week with an 
average rental return

of 5.24% with Legana unit’s medi-
an weekly rental price of $350 per 
week with a rental
return of 6.82%.
If you are looking to sell your 
property in Legana chances are 
your property value will be
significantly higher than 24 
months ago with the search term 
‘Legana’ booming to the
top 3% of suburb searches for 
Tasmania according to realestate.

com.au with an
average on 669 property views 
per property.
Each edition of the Tamar Valley 
News we will be taking a look at a 
different suburb with
the next suburb report to be for 
George Town. (stats according to 
homesales.com.au)

mer, spring and to a degree 
autumn the sun is out,
gardens are looking beautiful and 
properties photograph exception-
ally well however
these are the peak selling times 
with significantly more properties 
on the market,
ultimately giving the buyer more 
options. If you were to sell in win-
ter you are selling in
isolation with a significantly re-
duced amount of properties on 

the market and the same
amount of buyer’s ultimately 
increasing competition, leading to 
multiple offers and
higher sale prices.”
“When deciding to sell sure, take 
these things into account but 
most importantly make
sure it suits you the vendor.” He 
says.

THE 106TH EXETER SHOW - SELECTION OF PHOTOS 
FROM THE EXETER SHOW 2019.



George Town - A Mecca for Seaweed Collectors
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LORRAINE WOOTTON
Early explorers collected botanical 
specimens on their journeys. By 
the early 19th century collection 
and preservation techniques had 
been established and networks of 
botanists and collectors around 
the British Empire sent specimens 
and drawings back to Kew
Gardens and the British Museum 
in London. Lt Col William Pater-
son, in charge of the first Europe-
an settlement in northern Van
Diemen Land (Tasmania) in 1804, 

was a keen botanist and avid 
collector. He developed
a botanical garden at York Town 
and sent specimens back to Sir 
Joseph Banks in England. In the 
mid 1800s the Tamar estuary was 
one of the major collecting spots 
in Australia for both seaweed and 
plant species. Specimens were 
generally more superior and large
collections were sent to muse-
ums and herbariums in Australia, 
Ireland, England, Sweden, even 
to exhibitions in Paris. Botanical 

drawings and paintings were also 
a feature of the collectors hobby 
and groups of local collectors 
were based at The Grove, Marion 
Villa and The Rectory.
Some collectors focussed on 
seaweed, classified as algae. 
William Henry Harvey, an Irish bot-
anist, algologist and artist visited 
George Town in 1855 and wrote 
the Algae section in Sir Joseph 
Dalton Hooker’s 930 page Flora 
Tasmaniae, published in 1860. 
There are more than 300 entries 
from George Town and the Tamar 
River in the Algae section alone.
Hooker, the Director of Kew Bo-
tanic Gardens, dedicated Flora 
Tasmaniae to Ronald Campbell 
Gunn (1808-1881) and William Ar-
cher who were probably the most 
prolific collectors in Tasmania of 
all types of flora, including algae, 
from the Tamar Estuary. Ferdinand 
Mueller was government botanist 
of Victoria 1853-96 and he sent 
thousands of specimens to Kew 
Gardens. His George Town col-
lectors included the following:
Revd John Fereday was minster 
at George Town from 1846-1871 
and also a keen photographer. 
His wife Susan collected and 
painted both seaweeds and plant 
species and an album of her 
watercolours is held in the Nation-
al Library of Australia in Sydney. 
Their youngest daughter Elizabeth 
also collected. Emma Oakden, 
daughter of merchant Phillip Oak-
den whose vessel Phillip Oakden 
was wrecked on Hebe Reef, is 
credited with 259 specimens.
Sophia Goodwin, daughter of Wm 

Lushington Goodwin, journalist/
owner of the Cornwall Chronicle 
lived with her family at The Grove.
Charlotte Dumaresq, wife of 
surveyor Edward of Mount Ireh, 
Pateena, lived in Cimitiere
St, George Town. Her daughter 
Sarah Ann Fogg, a renown art-
ist, contributed 12 watercolours 
of native Tasmanian flora to the 
1855 Paris Universal Exhibition.
Flora Mary Campbell was the 
most prolific collector for Mueller 
and other institutions with 183 
specimens. Daughter of Port Fairy 
colonist, whaler, trader, and first 
Harbour Master of Port of Mel-
bourne, Capt. Alex Campbell and 
Ann, nee Coulson of Dilston.
Jemima Frances Irvine, wife of 
Charles was an artist and con-
chologist who collected at 
George Town, The Heads, River 
Tamar. Eliza Cox, daughter of 
James and Eliza Cox of Claren-

don and Marion Villa, married 
Revd John C. Dixon, curate of 
Windermere in 1877, a landscape 
and wildflower artist. Mrs Palmer 
was a friend of Eliza Cox and col-
lected at George Town, Windmill 
Point, Point Effingham, Sea Weed 
Point, Marion Villa. Miss Connell 
had a family connection to Cox 
family of Marion Villa. Charles 
Shum Henty, who represented 
George Town as MHA from 1856-
1862 and died at George Town 
in 1864 also collected.Today, on 
a walk along local beaches you 
will find many different types of 
seaweeds washed up. Extensive 
sponge gardens and soft corals, 
particularly around York Cove, 
and the biodiversity of marine life 
around the estuary entrance are 
a magnet for serious underwater 
divers and photographers.

Portrait of Susan Fereday

Nemastoma Feredayae

GEORGE TOWN & DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC - MONTHLY MEETINGS are held on
the 3rd Monday of each month, starting at 7.30pm usually at The Grove, 2 Cimitiere St,

George Town.
Meetings are open to the public. There is no charge but a gold coin donation towards

supper is appreciated.
Annual Membership is $20 single or $30 for a couple, due in October.

NEXT MEETING - Monday, 18 March at The Grove - 7.30pm start
Retired Launceston anaesthetist, Dr John Paull will divulge his latest discoveries on the

life and work of early Launceston anaesthetist, Dr Wm Russ Pugh.


