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Who will be the next 
Mayor of George Town?

Nominations have closed for the 
positon of George Town Mayor 
and Councilor  due to the  vacan-
cy left by Bridget Archer after her 
successful bid to be the Federal 
Liberal Member for Bass.
Three candidates have put their 
names forward to be George 
Town’s next Mayor. With eleven 
candidates nominating for a single 
councilor postion. 
Chris Barraclough, Greg Kieser 
and Tim Harris all sit on council 
currently and have decided they 
are the best community members 
to lead George Town until the 
next local government elections in 
2022.
Ballots will be sent directly to 
electors commencing from Tues-
day the 2nd of July with voting 
closing Tuesday the 23rd of July.
The postion of councillor has 
attracted strong interest from the 
George Town community with 
eleven candidates nominating for 
one position. 
Find candiate statements from the 
candidates for Mayor and Coun-
cillor on page 8 of Tamar Valley 
News

The Beauty Point community 
came together in mid June to 
support a fellow community mem-
ber. Ron Spiteri unfortunatly lost 
his home in  a house fire during 
the month of May caused by a 

a Beaconsfield residence with 12 
month paid rent. A large number 
of local businesses from around 
the Tamar Valley. Find photos 
from the event on page 9.

TV set. The Beauty Point service 
station held an event called “sup-
port your neighbour day” held on 
June 15th. The fundraising event 
managed to raise nearly $10,000 
for Ron who now will move into 

ADVERTISEMENT
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pockets´ the Acting Mayor said. 
“ For the 55% of ratepayers on 
residential average area rates in 
George Town and Low Head, 
will receive an increase on rates 
of $37.00 per annum. Outlying 
residential areas will see higher 
increases due to Council’s cur-
rent rating strategy which is to 
deliver parity across all residential 
areas”.
“The LGAT Council Cost Index 
recommended increase will help 
Council meet the rising cost of 
doing business so that we con-
tinue to provide a high level of 
service to the community.”
The waste charges will rise by 
5% annually to help cover the 
increased cost of recycling. “This 
increase is unavoidable,” the Act-
ing Mayor said. “All councils are 
trying to manage rising recycling 
costs due to the impacts of the 
changing international market,” 
the Acting Mayor commented.
The General Manager Shane 
Power said “This budget aims 
to deliver a high level of service 
with as minimal financial impact 
on our ratepayers as possible, as 
well as investing in new initiatives, 
community programs and infra-
structure projects”
For further information on George 
Town rates for all categories 
please see Council’s website 
https://georgetown.tas.gov.au/ 
in the coming weeks to view the 
rates calculator and see how the 
change in property valuation will 
impact you.

George Town Council delivers a 
responsible budget for residents
George Town Council on Tuesday 
adopted its $12M 2019/2020 
operating budget.
It includes a $3M capital works 
program on top of the $3.8M 
required to maintain assets such 
as roads, bridges, parks and 
buildings.
Big-ticket capital program com-
mitments include completion 
$545K allocated to bridge re-
placements; $320K Gerzalia Drive 
renewal; $470K on resealing and 
re sheeting roads program and 
$120K irrigation system at George 
Town’s sporting complex.
Various improvements will be 
made to community infrastructure 
as well as $20K going to commu-
nity groups via Council’s grants 
program.
Acting Mayor Cr Tim Harris says 
“the Council has increased it rates 
revenue by 3.38%, in line with the 
Council Cost Index as provided 
by Local Government Association 
of Tasmania, which measures the 
annual increase required to deliver 
council services each year.”
“Council has kept the rise to a 
minimum, even though George 
Town municipality capital values 
will rise by an average of 14% as 
at July 1st according to the Valuer 
General,” the Acting Mayor said. 
“In fact, total capital value in the 
municipality jumped from $1.15 
billion to $1.65 billion.”
“We’ve made every effort to min-
imize the effect of the valuation 
increases on our ratepayers’ hip 

George Town budget 
open for public comment

FREE OROTON SUNGLASSES WITH 
ANY OROTON FRAME PURCHASE*

*OFFER ENDS 31 JULY 2019
LEGANA GROVE Shopping Centre. Ph 6330 2188     eyelines.com.au

Scams come in many shapes 
and sizes, and target many 
different people across the 
globe.
Unfortunately, these scams are 
incredibly effective, or else they 
wouldn’t still be so popular.
One of the keys to avoiding being 
the victim of a scam, is to be able 
to identify a scam early.
Email scams are one of the most 
common types of scam, but the 
good news is that it’s also one of
the easiest types to detect. To 
start with, if you receive an email 
that you think may be a scam, 
look
and see who is sending it.
For example, the email may say 
it is from the Australian Taxation 
Office, but upon closer
examination, it’s actually being 
sent from a provider like gmail, 
yahoo or bigpond. Legitimate
businesses and government bod-
ies will have their emails sent from 
a custom email address, e.g.
contact@flareleap.com.
Another useful tip is to hover your 
mouse over the top of a link (long 
press on a touch screen phone
or tablet device) and see where 
the link is taking you. Look closely 
at the start of the web address.
It should look something like this 
– flareleap.com
This is called a Domain Name. 

You may notice that there is 
another section at the start of the 
web
address, for example, up-
date-payment-method.flareleap.
com
In this case, the part highlighted 
in red is called a Subdomain. A 
subdomain can be anything that 
the
website owner wants it to be, so 
what many scammers do, is use 
a seemingly legitimate subdomain
such as update-netflix-payment.
flareleap.com to trick the user 
into believing that they are visiting
the official Netflix website, to 
update their payment methods. 
Remember to always look at the
subdomain AND the domain 
name. If they don’t look right, 
then don’t take the risk.
If you would like to learn more 
about avoiding scams, Flare Leap 
offer an online course that teach-
es
you how to recognise and deal 
with various types of online 
scams. This short online course, 
could
save you thousands of dollars 
and many hours spent trying to 
rid your computer of viruses and
malware. You can enrol in the 
course on our website, simply 
visit Flareleap.com/courses
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Government, coupled with 25 
years of experience in the Me-
dia and Corporate Public Affairs 
sectors, have equipped her well 
to take on this new role.” 
Mayor Christina Holmdahl joins 
former West Tamar Mayor Barry 
Easther who also has held the 
role of President of LGAT. 
LGAT is the voice of Local Gov-
ernment in Tasmania and works 
to protect the interests and rights 
of councils, to promote the effi-

Mayor Christina Holmdahl has 
been elected as President of the 
Local Government Association of 
Tasmania (LGAT) for a two year 
term.
The General Management Com-
mittee comprising of eight mem-
bers, provides oversight to LGAT 
operations. The GMC is elected 
by the LGAT member council 
representatives every two years 
and includes the popularly elected 
President, the Lord Mayor, and six 
other members elected by region-
al groupings of councils. 
Mayor Holmdahl has been a 
member of the GMC for three 
terms as well as ten years rep-
resenting her municipality, as a 
Councilor for four years, Deputy 
Mayor for two years, and Mayor 
for four years and counting.
“Christina’s appointment reflects 
the high regard in which she is 
held in Local Government and we 
are honoured to see her elect-
ed as President of LGAT,” West 
Tamar Council General Manager 
Rolph Vos said. 
“Her ten years of service to Local 

Popular George Town Cafe 1069 
is for sale. The cafe currently 
trade five days per week from 
Wednesday to Sunday and enjoys 
a loyal clientele and growing rev-
enue. Current owners will ensure 
smooth transition in showing the 
new owners the rops, recipes and 
introducing you to local suppliers 
so you can hit the ground run-
ning. Cafe 1069 is located only 
minutes from the banks of the 
Tamar River seating 40-50 with a 
modern fit out. 
In March George Town recieved 
6.85 Million dollars in funding and 
4.4 million of that doing towards 
the all new Mountain Bike Trails. It 
is expected George Town will see 
similar growth to that of northern 
Tasmanian town Derby.
For all enquirers contact via
Email cafe1069bar@gmail.com 

cient operation of Local Govern-
ment and to foster strategic and 
beneficial relatinships. 
LGAT has been the peak body for 
Local Government in Tasmania for 
over 100 years founded in 1911. 
It is funded by councils and other 
income earned through projects 
sponsored on behalf of Local 
Government, and range of ser-
vices and sponsorship.

HOT FOOD
FISHING TACKLE & BAIT

TOYS
PRODUCE

PIZZA

(03) 6382 1182 90 Macquarie Street
George Town TAS 7253

Mayor Holmdahl, elected LGAT President
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6391 1836 or 0418 330 146 Call us today for a free 
quote and consultation on

www.optimoawnings.com.au

OPTIMO AWNINGS
Outdoor living has never looked better

TA
52

61
41

9

We will guide you on what best suits your home and 
make your project easy and hassle free. We welcome 
new customers to contact us for a quote! The durable 
aluminium frame with twinwall polycarbonate sheeting 

makes for great outdoor entertainment areas, 
carports or door/window coverings. 

We are now distributors for
Ziptrak Blinds

The West Tamar Council and 
Steering Committee has over the 
past 18 months been working 
with the Tasmanian Government 
to create a greater awareness 
of living with landslip. The draft 
report from Dr Derek Pennington 
from Pennington Geotechnics Pty 
Ltd, is now available for viewing 
on the West Tamar Council web-
site. A printed version is also able 
to be viewed at both the West 
Tamar Council Riverside and 
Beaconsfield offices. 
Comment is being saught on the 
report and can be forwarded to 
andrew.brown@wtc.tas.gov.au by 
the 8th July 2019. 
Once the opportunity to com-
ment has closed, they will be 
summarised and incorporated 

into the report as appropriate, 
for the Steering Group’s consid-
eration prior to the report being 
submitted to Council. 
The core aim of the Deviot Land-
slide project aim is to establish 
cooperatin between landowners, 
State Agencies, and Council to 
develop a collaborative landslide 
assessment of the Brickmakers 
Point landslide, investergate and 
understand mitigation options, 
and create an ongoing landslide 
mvement monitoring program. 
The presence of landslide in the 
landscapes of the Tamar Valley is 
not a new phenomenon but goes 
back millions of years as the val-
ley has been progressively carved 
out by the Tamar Rivier and its 
Estuary. This is indeed a natural 

process that is controlled by the 
geological materials, groundwater 
and streams. 
As densification of developments 
occured in the Tamar, landslide 
activity began to impact on the 
settlements, exacerbated by 
a wetter climatic regime in the 
1950’s to mid- 1970s. This is 
reached the attention of the State 
Government who commissioned 
the then Department  of Mines to 
undetake an extensive survey of 
the valley. The outcomes of this 
work included the production of a 
5 class advisory landslide zoning 
map series and some site-specific 
studies to better understand the 
soil mechanics of the landslides.

Draft Report on Tamar Valley landslip available 

Nominations are currently 
being sought from residents in 
the West Tamar Municipal Area 
for a new Riverside/Trevallyn 
Local Area Advisory Group.

The Group will generally meet 
bi-monthly to:
- Act as a representative, con-
sultative, and advisory body to 
Council on behalf of the wider 
community.
- Act as a conduit between Coun-

cil and the wider community.
- Provide advice to Council about 
a particular issue or project.
If you are interested in becoming 
a member of the above commit-
tee please forward a completed 
nomination form to:
The General Manager
West Tamar Council
PO Box 16
RIVERSIDE 7250
Nomination Forms and Terms 
of Reference are available 

here: www.wtc.tas.gov.au/
Your-Community/Community-Ser-
vices-Guide or at the Council 
offices at Beaconsfield, River-
side and Windsor Community 
Precinct. For further information 
please phone the Community De-
velopment Officer on 6323 9200.
Nominations close at 5pm on 
Friday 26 July 2019. All nominees 
will be notified in writing with the 
outcome of their nomination by 
30 August 2019.

The pontoon at Tailrace Park will 
be removed on Monday 1st of 
July 2019 to undergo mainte-
nance
and an upgrade.
The work is expected to take two 
weeks with the pontoon being 
reinstalled by Friday 12th of July
2019.
Any enquires, please contact our 
Facilities Management Officer on 
03 6323 9300 or via
wtc@wtc.tas.gov.au
We apologise for any inconve-
nience caused.

Queensland Fruit Fly 
Independent Review Public 
Meetings will be held accross 
Tasmania.
The Tamar Valley late last year had 
exposure to fruit fly however has 
recently been cleared of the pest. 
Public comnent is being saught at 
locations accross 
Tasmania. 
George Town
Wednesday, 3rd July 2019 5.30-
7.30pm
George Town Memorial Hall



5Have local news? news@tamarvalleynews.com.au

of the George Town Sub Branch
in recent years. Mr Davis included 
a strong message of thanks to all 
those who participate in many
and varied ways at the Sub 
Branch. He encouraged people to 
continue to be involved, encour-
aged
those in the community who have 
renewed their membership and 
extended welcome to recent new
Members.
President Vince was called upon 
to make a donation from the 
George Town RSL Sub Branch to
Legacy. President of Launceston 
Legacy Mr Russell Hogarth spoke 
to the many and varied ways that
Legacy help widows and de-
pendents of service personnel in 
the state. He mentioned that the 
need
was evident, for families to con-
tinue to seek Legacy support, as 
times were challenging for many
families. He commented on the 
rise of the number of children that 
Legacy was supporting. He was
surprised and appreciated the 
monies donated to Legacy from 
the George Town Community
through the Sub Branch.

In response to the toast to the 
League made by Don Mackrill, 
State President Robert Dick, 
spoke of
the direction the State RSL would 
be heading, including the journey 
to becoming Peak Body in
Tasmania. Towards that end, he 
informed those in attendance, 
of the need for the RSL State 
Branch
to move towards independent 
and non-independent directors 
coming into the RSL Leadership
Group. These directors were 
needed to enable State Branch 
to have people on the board with 
skills
and attributes that would guide 
and assist the organization in the 
Peak body role. This was the first
visit Mr Dick had had to George 
Town, since the move into 44 
Macquarie Street. He praised the 
work
of the George Town RSL Imme-
diate Past Executive and was 
impressed with the Military display 
and
the general set up of the facility.
MC called on President Vince Da-
vis, who also spoke of the journey 

Annual Luncheon
On Sunday 23 rd June The 
George Town RSL Sub Branch 
held its annual Luncheon at 44 
Macquarie
Street. Close to 60 invited guests 
and members attended the func-
tion. Secretary and MC for the
Function, Robyn Moody, wel-
comed invited guests Robert 
Dick, recently elected RSL State 
President,
State Vice President, President of 
Launceston Legacy, Director of 
RSL Tasmania, Don Mackrill, Ivan
Dean, GTC General Manager 
Shane Power, and Acting Mayor 
Tim Harris. Robyn also welcomed
members and family along with 
representative and visitors from 
other Branches.

Years Ahead
Presented by RACT

1.30pm Friday, 19th July 2019
The Community Hall
Windsor Community Precinct
1 Windsor Drive, Riverside
‘Years Ahead’ is a free presenta-
tion designed for seniors. This is a 
great opportunity to discuss safe 
driving tips, the importance of 
choosing a safe vechicle, pedes-
trian saftey and the importance of 
being physically fit to drive. 
Tea and coffee will be provided.
How can you register your inter-
est?

In person at the Windsor Commu-
nity Precinct
Call 6323 9200
Email elizabeth.nye@wtc.tas.gov.
au

Low Head - Stage 2B Lord Liverpool Drive 

Coastal Land Sales
Blocks ranging from 992m2 to 1,822m2 
Stunning views of Bass Straight
Couple minutes walk to the beach
Unspoiled healthy environment
Only 8 blocks remaining

 
George Town is less than a 10 minute drive and you can be in the city of Launceston within 45
minutes and the airport within an hour.
 
 
 

For Sale
 
www.harcourts.com.au/TTM9663
 
 
 
Andrew Michieletto
M 0408 006 455 P 03 6382 2366 
andrew.michieletto@harcourts.com.au
97 Macquarie Street - George Town TAS
 
 
 
 

Prices starting from $105,000

George Town RSL: July Update 
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A speech provided by incoming 
President Craig Stinger at a re-
cent Rotary Club of George Town 
meeting. Outlining the 2019-20 
year ahead.

With the proposed bike track at 
Mount George we are already 
seeing and influx of people into 
our town. We need to consider 
what else we can develop to hold 
tourists and visitors to our town in 
our town.
The plan and vision for the year 
ahead is one that is bold, brave, 
courageous, ambitious and 
challenging and will leave a lega-
cy for George Town in the years 
to come. This plan will not be 
achievable in my term of office 
and I have discussed it with my 
president elect who is willing to 
carry it on. It will also be expen-
sive and require a lot of research 
and that is why partnerships will 
be critical for this project.
The major item in this plan is to 
develop a historical walk around 
George Town using QR signs to 
give both locals and tourists a self 
guided walk with the history of 
George Town. This walk can later 

be built upon to take in Mount 
George and Low Head.
The plan will need to involve 
partnerships with the following 
bodies, George Town Council, 
George Town and District Histori-
cal Society, Lions, Probus, Sorop-
timist, the community, state and 
federal governments.
This year we will build those 
partnerships and we will put our 
efforts into this project and other 
local projects that will benefit the 
community. I will be requesting all 
my board members to be out in 
the community seeking their input 
and views on a range of things 
and then report back to the board 
and our members.
WINGS AND THINGS is our Feb-
ruary event and this year we plan 
to make this a two day event.
We have proposed to include a 
family picnic evening with music 
being supplied by local students. 
This will require a partnership with 
the airport association, George 
Town Council and their youth offi-
cer and all our local schools.
We have not organised our major 
attraction for Wings and Things 
yet but you can be assured we 

will find something of interest.
If anybody has ideas they think 
would be of a benefit to Wings 
and Things please let us know. 
We would love to boost the num-
ber of stalls we have and we are 
open to ideas.
By growing Wings and Things we 
will bring people from outside of 
our community into our communi-
ty and increase our local commu-
nity participation in the event.
TARGA continues to be a big 
event for George Town and is 
now our major fund raising event. 
This event does bring a lot of 
money into our town and the Ro-
tary Club has spent $4,000 on the 
event just gone all of which was 
spent in George Town. The Rotary 
Club provides catering for the Tar-
ga competitors and officials and 
we are advised that we provide 
the best lunch of the whole event.
The Rotary Club of George Town 
will undertake more vocational 
visits in the next 12 months. We 
would like to visit as many local 
businesses as possible to learn 
how they run, operate and what 
they produce. These visits can 
also be in the Tamar Valley and/
or areas around north and north 
eastern Tasmania.
Other Rotary Projects will be con-
sidered by the board as they arise 
throughout the year ahead but as 
I have previously stated the focus 
is on George Town.
I am hoping that the community 
will get behind our bold, brave, 
courageous and ambitious proj-
ects and help us develop our plan 
for the years ahead and support 
our efforts to both fund these 
plans and see them come to light.
I would just like to thank my 
partner of over 30 years Margaret 
Ryan who is a George Town girl 
and without her support it would 
not be possible to take on the role 
of President.

Presidents of the Rotary Club of George Town.
Outgoing Rod Green and incoming Craig Stringer.

Have you heard about Tasma-
nian Farmers & Graziers Asso-
ciation’s Living Next Door to a 
Farmer Campaign?

The objective of the project is to 
develop a comprehensive infor-
mation package that will educate 
and engage the community.
The TFGA are in the process of 
surveying local councils, farmers 
and non-farming rate payers who 
live next to farmland, with the 
aim to identify and compile a list 
of issues and ideas on what to 
include in the Living Next Door to 
a Farmer information package.
If you would like to have your say 
on what it is like to have a farm-
ing, or non-farming neighbour, 
please take the time to fill out the 
survey that relates to you via this 
link: www.tfga.com.au/environ-
ment/living-next-door-to-a-farmer

West Tamar Council and City 
of Launceston are participat-
ing in a program funded by 
NRM North to improve the 
health of the Tamar Estuary.

The primary objective is to identify 
instances of sewage in the urban 
stormwater systems.
Paneltec, as authorised officers of 
the West Tamar Council, will be 
undertaking inspections of storm-
water systems throughout Treval-
lyn and Riverside from July 2019, 
for approximately 4 months.
Inspections may be undertaken 
on private property but Paneltec 
employees can produce Council 
identification cards upon request.
Any enquires, please contact 
Council’s Engineer on 03 6323 
9300.

Rotary Club of George Town Changeover Dinner
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he referred to as “the Main Head 
of the River Dalrymple”. In No-
vember 1804 Lt. Colonel
Patterson headed upstream to 
check on the accuracy of the 
charts drawn by both Flinders and
William Collins and arriving at 
what Collins called the “Main 
Head”, Patterson named the
two rivers flowing into the “Main 
Head” the North Esk and South 
Esk. Patterson also
renamed the River Dalrymple, the 
River Tamar, all names from Corn-
well in England.
In today’s Maritime charts the 
Tamar River flows into Port Dalry-
mple at the Southern end of
Long Reach.
At one time in the mid 1800’s 
the area just to the south of the 
Inspection Head was known as
Kings Jetty after the Postmaster, 
a Mr King who built a jetty so that 
the mail could be landed
safely from the delivery vessels.
During this time the House Cow 
of the well-known Garrett Family, 

By Bob Silberberg, OAM

A lot of Beauty Point Residence’s 
do not know where the name 
Inspection Head came from.
In November 1798 Matthew 
Flinders was exploring Bass Strait 
during his circumnavigation
of Van Diemen’s Land. He found 
the entrance to a wide estuary 
and sailed in and explored
the estuary. Upon arriving at a 
large expanse of water he went 
onto the western shore and
climbed a small hill to get some 
idea of the extent of the estuary, 
which he named
INSPECTION HEAD. In front of 
this hill is the current Inspection 
Head Wharf, with
Seahorse World and the Platypus 
House situated in the old cargo 
sheds.
Governor Hunter gave the name 
PORT DALRYMPLE, to the dis-
covery when Flinders
returned to Port Jackson in Janu-
ary 1799, after Alexander Dalrym-
ple the British
Hydrographer of the time. In 
January 1804 William Collins ex-
plored and charted up to what

called “Beauty”
disappeared and eventually her 
body was found on a point. Lo-
cally it became referred to as
“Beauty’s” point. As time pro-
gressed the area around the point 
was officially named
BEAUTY POINT. That point is 
where the Beauty Point Hotel now 
stands.
BEAUTY POINT became the 
name for the area East of the top 
of the hill behind PORT
DALRYMPLE, from Inspection 
Head to what is now known as 
Pease’s Creek. From the top

Historical Highlights of Beauty Point & Port Dalrymple

Vonda Anne’s Fashion at 
Exeter is celebrating their first 
year at Exeter after moving 
from Grindelwald where they 
were located for twenty years.

The new bigger and brighter  
location has allowed the business 
to accommodate a growing mar-
ket of customers; as a business 
Vonda Anne’s Fashion love being 
located at Exeter.
That’s no small feat for a small 
business and Vonda Shields said 
the secret to her success was 
keeping the business diverse.
Having moved from Grindlewald 
to Exeter approximately one year 
ago, Fashion at Vonda Anne’s 
now accommodates a larger 
range of clothing, for a growing 
market of customers. 
“When I first took over the busi-
ness it was called the Gardners 

Boutique; I expanded the gift lines 
and changed the name to Cot-
tage Treasures, but with chang-
ing markets I found that it was 
really the clothing lines that were 
proving popular so I changed the 
name again, now called Fashions 
at Vonda Anne’s. 
There is an extensive range of 
clothing lines in the store, which 
is hand selected from Melbourne 
every six weeks or so. Although 
there is a variety of different styles 
the business always makes sure 
the lines selected are modern and 
designed to be flattering.  
Mrs Sheilds said there was noth-
ing more satisfying then helping 
customers mix and match items 
in the store to create an individual 
look.
“I really enjoy seeing a happy 
customer walk out of the shop 
with a brand new outfit. I always 

get complimented on not just 
the range of garments but my 
reasonable prices as well and I 
think that’s why my regulars keep 
coming back” she said.
Vonda Anne’s also has compre-
hensive gift lines with an extensive 
range of jewellery, scarfs, bags 
and shoes so finding the perfect 
gift is very easy.
Another reason her business 
has been such a success is her 
friendly staff.

of the hill West the area was 
known as SANDY BEACH.
When a manual telephone ex-
change was established in Sandy 
Beach, the telephone area
which included Beauty Point was 
called ILFRAVILLE. This lead to 
confusion as Sandy
Beach became known as Ilfraville 
and it was not until in 1980’s 
when the Beauty Point Post
Office was closed, and all facilities 
moved to the Ilfraville Post Office, 
that the whole area
was re-named BEAUTY POINT 
including the Ilfraville Post Office.

“Without them, running the store 
would not be as successful, I 
would really like to thank all my 
staff both past and present for all 
their help in making Vonda Anne’s 
such a great place to work and 
shop” she said.
Vonda Anne’s is open six days a 
week and if you want to check 
out all the latest styles you can 
“like” Vonda Anne’s facebook 
page www.facebook.com/
vondaannes
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BARRACLOUGH, Chris
Candidate for Mayor
Team Leadership. Since Oct 2018 
Council has achieved so much 
as we work well as a team and 
this needs to continue to make 
George Town and it’s surrounding 
area better. With the mountain 
bike track and new industries 
coming to the area, we need a 
strong leader to continue this hard 
work both in the Council and in 
the community. I am this person. 
With my army, business, and fire 
service experience, I fully under-
stand the importance of bonding 
as a team, with a community 
focus making the right decisions 
for the right reasons.

KIESER, Greg
Candidate for Mayor
George Town needs a plan B. Too 
long we have relied on Bell Bay 
and watched our neighbouring 
councils capitalise on Tasmania’s 
growth in tourism. In short we 
must build
a diversified economy focusing 
on tourism to ensure we gener-
ate the growth and jobs that will 
provide a bright future for our 
community and the next genera-
tion. Help me make “Destination 
George Town” a reality which we 
can all be proud of.

HARRIS, Tim
Candidate for Mayor
No Statement Provided.

CROSS, Trudi
Candidate for Councillor
I have lived here my whole life and 
am now raising my family here. 
I believe my passion and knowl-
edge as an active community 
member, and skills developed 

GIBBONS, Dean Robert
Candidate for Councillor
Do you want George Town Mu-
nicipality to be a more likeable 
destination? I will actively support 
any project
that will benefit the community. I 
will work for people of
all ages. I was awarded Citizen 
of the year for 2018. I have been 
a resident of George Town for 
the last 34 years and employed 
in George Town for 32 of those 
years. I have been a member of 
the George Town Fire Brigade for 
over 15 years. I am the Chairper-
son of the Port Dalrymple School 
Association. I was previously a 
Councillor from 2011 to 2014 
serving with passion and pride 
and would do so again if elected.

HARRAP, Wendy Patricia
Candidate for Councillor
I am interested in beautifying 
George Town in Macquarie St. 
with tubs of coloured flowers and 
a new coat of paint on some of 
the buildings. I think this would be 
uplifting for residents and tourists 
alike. We also need to preserve 
and promote the history of the 
town and area along
our beautiful coast for future 
generations to know their Colonial 
history and roots.
My husband and I moved here 3 
1/2 years ago from Queensland to 
enjoy a cooler climate. He retired 
from engineering and I was a pri-
mary school relief teacher some 
years ago. We brought up 4 sons 
in mining towns.

McCREGHAN, Kirsten
Candidate for Councillor
Kirsten McCreghan. Daughter 
of Debbie Currant & Geoff “Bull-
pup” McCreghan. 36, local to the 
bone, fighter & survivor. I speak 
truth and from the heart. I myself 
don’t know to much about “what 
it takes to be a good councillor” 
however I do feel that we as a 
community can help drive change 
and create a better future for 

ORR, Jason
Candidate for Councillor
As a third generation resident of 
our municipality I
bring a range of skills and experi-
ence to the region.
As a successful business owner 
for 27 years I have demonstrat-
ed commitment to hard work 
and getting the job done. I am a 
passionate supporter of commu-
nity groups that work to improve 
our local East Tamar and coastal 
areas. I hold a variety of roles with 
a number of community groups 
and my passion lies with improv-
ing public safety and promoting 
growth whilst remaining sensitive 
to our environment.
A vote for me ensures an authen-
tic, committed community voice 
on our local Council.
PARISH, Tim
Candidate for Councillor
My extensive community involve-
ment over many years in George 
Town demonstrates that I can add 
value to the steady progress that 
Council is making. If elected
I will look after the interests of all 
the residents of our Municipality, 
rather than just narrow sectional 
interests.
I will continually use my Councillor 
vote to ensure that the proposed 
harsh rate increases do not pro-
ceed and that services are not 
neglected across the Municipal-
ity. Please vote 1 Tim Parish for 
Councillor.

PARKES, Peter
Candidate for Councillor
Moving forward and growing with 
strength means getting the ba-
sics right. Roads, rates, rubbish, 
growth, lifestyle, and better ame-
nities are all keystones of good 
Council operations and gover-
nance. I stand for families and 
liveability, putting ratepayers first, 
timely and frequent communica-
tion, transparency and account-
ability, responding to community 
needs sustainably, consultation 
and service quality, fair rates for 
fair services and amenities, a cul-
ture of continuous improvement 
and evidence based decision 
making. So lets get a fair go for 
fair rates in all of our municipal 
areas!

POOLEY, Bob
Candidate for Councillor
I have lived and worked in the 
George Town municipality for 35 
years; being actively involved in 
leadership roles with many vol-
untary organisations including 
sporting clubs, Tamar Valley folk 
festivals and community events. 
I hope to be part of a team of 
like-minded people to bring pros-
perity, compassion and a healthy 
vision for our community as your 
Council representative.

SCOTT, Nicole Francesca
Candidate for Councillor
As an individual I have no busi-
ness interests within our commu-
nity or a hidden agenda, I reside 
in George Town because I want 
to and I love it here and would like 
to see a more open, transparent 
and inclusive Council which would 
provide value for the rate payers 
and promote a more family orien-
tated community along with mak-
ing it a place where people want 
to come and visit to enjoy what 
we as a town and wider commu-
nity have to offer.
If given the opportunity to repre-
sent George Town Municipality as 
a Councillor I am sure that I can 
add value for the community as a 
whole.

TIERNAN, Sean
Candidate for Councillor
To bring more employment op-
portunities to George Town for 
now and the future.
Bring more tourism opportuni-
ties to George Town and ensure 
places are open for meals and 
tea and coffee for tourists on long 
weekends.

WIENER, Sven
Candidate for Councillor
Pulp Mill Fight
12 years after fast track approval, 
the site remains vacant & unsold. 
We support responsible develop-
ment for that site. If inappropriate 
development rears its head again, 
rapid response by a large group 
of protesters might be crucial for 
showing the public don’t want it. 
Otherwise the establishment will 
quickly have it half built before 
we get organised to fight. To be 
notified of such a rapid response 
protest, text 0491 057 480. Or 
ideally download the free Signal 
app to your smartphone & sig-
nal message our mobile number. 
www.pulpmillvotersblock.com

everyone. A future that does not 
yet exist. Our people are our voice 
and with more guidance, support 
by being kept in the loop and up 
to date on current affairs we can 
all play an important role in the fu-
ture of our town and build a better 
tomorrow. Vision, determination, 
action.

through my work life to be a huge 
asset in representing you as a 
member of Council. Council has 
the opportunity to have a close 
relationship with the community it 
represents and I strongly believe 
in supporting others to have their 
voices heard. I have a strong skill 
set in leadership, community ad-
vocacy, and collaborative partner-
ships I feel would serve me well 
as your representative. It would 
be a pleasure to work as your 
Councillor.

To find out 
more about 
the George 
Town Council 
by-elections 
visit the link 
below.

https://www.tec.tas.
gov.au
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George Town is currently hot 
property amongst buyers in both 
rentals, sales & even
commercial sales with a large 
number of commercial buildings 
recently going under contract or
selling in the area. George Town 
has 13 properties available for 
rent and 39 properties for sale
with majority under contract. The 

median house price in George 
Town last year was $180,000.
If you are looking for an invest-
ment property, consider houses in 
George Town rent out for
$250 PW with an annual rental 
yield of 7.2% and units rent for 
$165 PW with a rental yield of
8.9%. Based on five years of 
sales, George Town has seen a 

GEORGE TOWN HOT PROPERTY WITH HIGH BUYER DEMANDS!!
compound growth rate of 7.4% 
for houses Director of Agency 
36 Launceston Steve Crawford 
who has been selling a significant 
amount of properties in George 
Town says If you are looking to 
sell your property in George now 
is your time with peak interstate 
investors and the area currently 
having too many buyers in the 

area with a significantly reduced 
number of properties on the mar-
ket resulting in more competition
per property creating a substantial 
growth in the sale price and as an 
example the last 3
properties listed by Agency 36 
Launceston have sold in under 23 
days for prices at or higher
than the original listing price.

 

Your local property agent area specialist is 

Steve Crawford  

0447 277 825  
Contact today for a complimentary appraisal of your property  

35 Reatta Road, Launceston  
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Steve Crawford, Director, at 
Agency 36 Launceston, says the 
right time to sell property
depends on a number of factors 
including the current market con-
ditions, the time of year
&amp; most importantly what 
suits the home seller.
He says researching the market 
is key, talking to an agent, seeing 
what has sold in the
area and how long it took to sell 
and most importantly understand 
the demand for
homes in your suburb.
“Currently in the Tamar Valley 
there is still very strong demand 
from buyers in the
market, and falling supply means 
those selling will be able to get a 
higher price for their
property”.
Summer, spring, autumn or win-
ter? Crawford says “the season 
shouldn’t determine if

you are going to sell, sure sum-
mer, spring and to a degree 
autumn the sun is out,
gardens are looking beautiful and 
properties photograph exception-
ally well however
these are the peak selling times 
with significantly more properties 
on the market,
ultimately giving the buyer more 
options. If you were to sell in win-
ter you are selling in
isolation with a significantly re-
duced amount of properties on 
the market and the same
amount of buyer’s ultimately 
increasing competition, leading to 
multiple offers and
higher sale prices.”
“When deciding to sell sure, take 
these things into account but 
most importantly make
sure it suits you the vendor.” He 
says.

When is the right time 
to sell your 
property? 
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1. Australian coat of arms

3. Fastest animal on earth

4. Main Street in George Town
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Across
2 Longest Australian River

8 Popular retail fashion in Exeter
9 Known as the “red planet”
10 41st Premier of Tasmania
12 Tallest Australian Mountain
13 Another name for Tasmania

14 Gold Logie Winner 2019

Down
1 Australian coat of arms
3 Fastest animal on earth

4 Main Street in George Town
5 West Tamar location, named after bushranger

6 Worlds second highest population
7 Locally when thinking gold, you think ...

11 Population of 578 in East Tamar

Advertise 
from 

$50/mth.
https://tamarvalleynews.com.
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A History of Low Head
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Australias oldest continuously op-
erating Pilot Station at Low Head, 
with its red roofed
cottages surrounding a mani-
cured green, resembles an En-
glish village. While the pilot
launch still operates from here, 
the cottages and schoolhouse 
now house the Maritime
Museum, the Coxswains Cottage 
Café and heritage visitor accom-
modation.
Other aspects of Low Head in-
clude the old Cable Station (now 
privately owned), old tennis
court / picnic ground at Lagoon 
Bays, the Lighthouse and numer-
ous beaches. Low Head
became a holiday destination for 
many visitors and with holiday 
shacks being updated to
substantial homes.
Since the start of settlement in the 
north, people have lived on the 
Low Head peninsula.
When Lt Col Paterson arrived in 
1804 his ship HMS Buffalo went 
aground between Low
Head and Outer Cove and sol-
diers were sent to the site of the 
present lighthouse to light a
beacon for the remaining ships. 
Captain Kents marines were or-
dered to mark the channel
and erect a flagstaff at the Heads.
In early times shipping was even 
more important than it is today, 
carrying provisions,
passengers, mail, tools and gov-
ernment orders and when George 
Town became the
headquarters of the north in 1819, 
Low Head was the clearing port.
Initially, wooden huts housed the 
boatmen and pilots at the Pilot 
Station. In 1833
Government Architect, John Lee 
Archer, designed the first light-
house at the Heads and in
1835 he also designed new ac-
commodation for four pilot fami-
lies - known as Pilots Row,
which now houses the Mari-
time Museum. Other cottages, a 
schoolhouse and a church
followed as the need arose.
The original lighthouse was de-
molished and the present tower 
was completed in 1888.
By the 1910s Low Head was a 
Mecca for holiday makers. Many 
present day houses began
life as holiday shacks for Laun-
ceston business and professional 
families.

Oral histories recorded in 1985 
tell us that materials to build two 
houses near the Pilot
Station were carried down the 
river by barge and off-loaded at 
Pilot Bay.
The late Max Fotheringham (b. 
1909) first went to Low Head as a 
baby and spent practically
all his school holidays there. His 
family owned a holiday home from 
1917, but before that
rented one of the pilot cottages.
Max recalled & about 23 children 
of the lighthouse keepers and 
pilot station people and
Marine Board employees on the 
pilot station attending school at 
the station.
He described how the children 
entertained themselves: every 
night all the kids used to meet
at the Flagstaff right outside the 
Marine Board office ... I was a 
child growing up there
during World War 1, and 1914-
1920, in those day we had sum-
mer time, in fact at one time
we had double summer time... 
you put your clock back 2 hours 
and it was daylight up until
10 o’clock at night... afterwards 
we used to go play rounders and 
kick the tin, and fill the gap
- all those community games. 
And at 10 o’clock the youngsters 
used to go to bed, and the
older ones would go to a bonfire 
at East Beach where we stay until 
midnight. Sometim
East Beach, sometimes Lagoon 
Bay.

How fortunate we are to have 
such a great location to enjoy the 
views and fresh sea air.
Why not visit and read the his-
tory on the little ‘houses’ dotted 
around the area, call in for a
coffee and a visit to the museum. 
It is a lovely place to visit.

GEORGE TOWN & DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC - MONTHLY MEETINGS
are held on the 3rd Monday, starting at 7.30pm at The Grove, 2 Cimitiere St,

George Town.
Meetings are open to the public. There is no charge, but a gold coin donation

towards supper is appreciated.
Annual Membership is $15 single or $25 for a couple, due in October.

NEXT MEETING - Monday, 15 July at The Grove - 7.30pm start
TOPIC: More Stories from members of the & Lighthouse Writers Group

Check the Facebook or website for details:
Website: www.gtdhs.com

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/George-Town-and-District-Historical-Society-1375090549395357/


