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THE TAMAR VAL-
LEY is home to many 
community minded 
individuals and or-
ganisations who put 
their communities 
first. Australia Day 
awards are a corner-
stone for community 
celebration around the 
country and this is no 
different for members 
of the West Tamar and 
George Town munici-
pal areas. 
 The West 
Tamar Council official 
ceremony was held 
at the Windsor Com-
munity Precinct and 
welcomed fifteen new 
Australian citizens 
from the United King-
dom, United States, 
Tanzania, India and 
Ghana. 
 Citizen of the 

year was awarded to 
Frances Graham for a 
lifetime of volunteer-
ing, providing services 
and continuously 
giving back to the 
community within the 
West Tamar munici-
pality. 
 Young Citizen 
of the Year was award 
to Josh Partridge for 
contributions to youth 
activities and services 
in the West Tamar, 
sporting achievements, 
focus and building 
awareness of mental 
health in sport, as well 
as playing an active 
part in the Youth Ad-
visory Council since 
2012. 
 Young 
sportsperson of the 
Year was awarded 
to Hayley Older for 

her achievements 
with junior Netball, 
Northern Tasmanian 
Netball Association, 
State League Netball 
and Netball Tasmania, 
as well as the count-
less hours of support 
Hayley provides to her 
local sporting clubs. 
 Community 
Group of the Year was 
awarded to Neigh-
bourhood Watch (Riv-
erside) for the ongoing 
support and services 
provided to the com-
munity.
 Community 
Event of the Year was 
awarded to St Antho-
ny’s Fireworks Night 
2019 for brining a fam-
ily friendly, affordable 
community building 
event to the West Tam-
ar. 

 Mayor Christi-
na Holmdahl said “The 
West Tamar Council 
Australia Day Awards 
recognise those in our 
community who have 
made outstanding 
contributions to our 
municipality. They 
come from all walks of 
life and give selflessly, 
often over a number of 
years. On behalf of the 
West Tamar Council 
and everyone in our 
community, I thank 
them most sincerely 
for their contribu-
tions”.
 George Town 
Council celebrated 
Australia Day 2020 
with our Awards 
Ceremony which saw 
a highly regarded 
citizen, a local com-
munity organisation, 

and a community 
radio station all receive 
Australia Day Awards 
and the welcoming of 
eight new Australian 
Citizens. 
 Jason Orr was 
awarded with Citi-
zen of the Yearfull of 
energy, Jason is not 
the sort of person to 
sit back and let some-
one else do the work.  
He volunteers his 
time freely – he wears 
many hats through his 
association with the 
East Tamar Landcare 
Group, George Town 
Coastal Communities 
Action Group, George 
Town Destination Ac-
tion Plan Leadership 
Group, and is the Lul-
worth representative 
on the George Town 
Safety Committee.  In 

all of these roles, Jason 
gives 100% commit-
ment and devotes 
much of his time and 
resources.
 Community 
event of the year was 
awarded to Soropti-
mist International of 
George Town - In-
ternational Women’s 
Day Breakfast Sorop-
timist International 
of George Town was 
established in 1982 
and has always rec-
ognised the need for 
young people to be 
engaged in the educa-
tion system and sports, 
which enables them to 
realise their potential 
and become 
future leaders in our 
community.
CONTINUED PAGE 2

Tamar Valley celebrates local champions

(Left) West Tamar Citizen of the Year Frances Graham with West Tamar Mayor Christina Holmdhal (Right) Jason Orr George Town Citzien of the Year
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Tamar Valley News is a 
product of Hyperlocal Media, found 
in 2019 to provide 
community members with a show-
case of local 
celebrations, story telling.

Have a local story? Or want to make an 
article contribution? Email us! 
news@tamarvalleynews.com.au

Interested in advertising your local 
business or service? 
kyle@hyperlocalmedia.info or call 
0477779232

for developing stra-
tegic, marketing and 
customer capability, 
and the marketing 
strategy for the Groups 
tourism business unit, 
including the recently 
opened Macq01 Hotel. 
Where: Bass & 
Flinders Centre, 8 Eliz-
abeth St, George Town
When: Thursday 27th 
of February 5.30 for 
6pm start
RSVP by Friday 21st 
chamber@georgetown-
chamber.com.au 

program to increase 
demand and grow 
visitor numbers to Tas-
mania. Prior to joining 
Tourism Tasmania, 
Emma has held a 
number of senior mar-
keting positions within 
the Government and 
private sector, includ-
ing at Entura (Hydro 
Tasmania) as Director 
Strategy Sales and 
Marketing and Fed-
eral Group as Group 
Manager Customer 
and Strategy, where 
Emma was responsible 

& visitor strategies. 
Who is visiting Tas-
mania and our area? 
How can my business 
capitalise on visitation? 
What opportunities 
are there to grow or 
diversify my business 
to visitors? How can 
local businesses start 
to prepare for Moun-
tain Bike Trail tourism 
to capitalise on the 
opportunity? 
 Emma is 
responsible for the 
delivery of Tourism 
Tasmania’s marketing 

THE GEORGE 
TOWN Chamber of 
Commerce & East 
Tamar Tourism Net-
work are co-hosting 
a free networking 
function with Emma 
Terry who is the Chief 
Marketing officer from 
Tourism Tasmania. 
Presenting on the topic 
of “Destination Mar-
keting” the evening 
will provide insight 
on how to grow your 
business through 
utilising Tourism 
Tasmania’s marketing 

They are a small Club, 
but nevertheless have a
proud record of 
serving both the local 
community and inter-
national communities.
In 2019, they held 
their inaugural Inter-
national Women’s Day 
Breakfast.  This very 
successful event was 
attended by 150 mem-
bers of the community 
(both men and wom-
en), with guest speaker 
Jo Palmer.
Whilst the event was 
held primarily to give 
the community the 
opportunity to come 
together to celebrate 
International Wom-
en’s Day, it was also an 
opportunity to raise 
the profile of this very 
dedication community 
organisation.
Accepting the award 
was President, Mrs 

Nora Wood
 The communi-
ty recognition award 
went to Tamar FM 
95.3
The crucial ethos of 
the existence of Tam-
ar FM is to serve the 
community as a voice 
that ensures infor-
mation is heard by as 
many listeners within 
our community and 
the northern region.
Apart from the bril-
liant broadcasts heard 
each day, the volunteer 
team at Tamar FM 
assist the community 
at local events with live 
broadcasting, provide 
work placements for 
students  way, and 
importantly work with 
all levels of the com-
munity to promote our 
region and tourism.
Accepting the award 
was TamarFM Pres-

ident, Warwick El-
dridge.
 Mayor Greg 
Kieser said “I am truly 
excited to be conduct-
ing my first Citizen-
ship Ceremony as 
Mayor of George Town 
Council.  It is just over 
20 years since I under-
took my citizenship 
ceremony in Sydney.  It 
has taken me the past 
two decades to actually 
understand what my 
citizenship means to 
me.  From a multicul-
tural prospective, Aus-
tralia unites varying 
ethnicities giving us 
the opportunity to join 
and respect common 
values that make us 
proud of not only of 
being Australians, but 
calling Australia, Tas-
mania home”

Chamber put tourism in focus

GEORGE TOWN 
Council in collabora-
tion with local volun-
teer community organ-
isations, are devoted 
to raising funds for the 
Kangaroo Island May-
oral Relief & Recovery 
Bushfire Fund and will 
be hosting a Morning 
Tea tomorrow 7th 
February between 
10am -11.30am at the 
George Town Graham 
Fairless Centre in 
Macquarie Street.
 The cost of ad-

mission is $5, the entry 
fee includes morning 
tea and a lucky door 
ticket.  There will be 
raffles and auctions 
throughout the morn-
ing and all prizes have 
been donated by the 
generous businesses 
of the George Town 
municipality with all 
revenue raised to be 
donated to the Kian-
garoo Island Mayoral 
Relief and Recovery 
Bush Fire Fund.
 While the 

fires have brought 
the Kangaroo Island 
community to its 
knees mourning loss of 
lives, homes, national 
park lands, animal and 
koala populations and 
more,  the KI Council 
and its residents have 
vowed to rebuild.  It is 
this fighting spirit that 
the George Town com-
munity embraces and 
is wanting to support 
with their fund raising 
efforts.
 Rhonda O’Sign 

the event coordinator 
from George Council 
said “the immediate 
response from the 
local community 
organsations to as-
sist in hosting the 
morning tea was to 
be commended. It is a 
true testament to the 
people of our munici-
pality their willingness 
to rally, give and assist 
other communities 
in need of support is 
admirable”

George Town Unites for Bushfire Relief
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George Town TAS 7253

account on his prom-
ises to deliver more in 
health and affordable 
housing,” David said.
 Cricket North 
President Paul Clark 
today welcomed Da-
vid’s decision to stand 
for the seat of Rose-
vears.
“Cricket North has 
gone from strength to 
strength under David’s 
administration, and 
whilst we would be 
sad to see him go, he 
would be an outstand-
ing representative for 
the people of Rose-
vears and we wish him 
all the best,” Mr Clark 
said.
 “I am commit-
ted to driving better 
outcomes for our 
community and, if 
elected, I will fight for 
better access to quality 
health care, more jobs, 

DAVID FRY is the 
most recent candidate 
to declare his candida-
cy for the Tasmanian 
Upper House seat of 
Rosevears. Mr Fry a 
former Bass MP and 
current Cricket Tas-
mania administrator 
A true local candidate 
with longstanding 
ties to the Rosevears 
electorate, David has 
lived in the electorate 
most of his adult life 
and has a long history 
of active involvement 
in the community of 
the West Tamar and 
Launceston area.
 “Northern 
Tasmania deserves 
true independent rep-
resentation to deliver 
genuine results for our 
local area. Now more 
than ever it is vitally 
important to hold 
the new Premier to 

better living standards, 
improved educational 
outcomes, and the pro-
tection of our pristine 
environment,” David 
said.
 The Rosevears 
electorate covers the 
entirety of the West 
Council municipal 
area including some 
sections of the Laun-
ceston municipal 
area (Summerhill, 
West Launceston and 
Trevallyn). Other 
candidates that have 
annouched their inten-
tion to stand as candi-
dates include former 
Launceston Mayor 
Janie Finley, business 
woman Vivienne Gale, 
union representative 
Labor candidate Jess 
Greene and social 
worker Green candi-
date Jack Davenport. 

Fry to run as Independent 

THE 107th Exeter 
Show is on Saturday 
29th February 2020 
and is well on the way 
to being a spectacular 
show.    
The free entertainment 
includes Roy Maloy 
and daughter Julietta, 
circus
performers with stilt 
walking, fire eating 
and juggling skills, 
Borys, extreme stunt 
bike
performer, Ricky 
Possum performing 
her children’s show – 
Grandad’s Farm, Laser 
Tagging, and Reptile 
Rescue. Jerome Hillier 
and Fiddlestix will 
provide musical enter-
tainment and every-
one can have a go at 
the sheaf and gumboot 
tossing! The Exeter 
Show continues to be
a wonderful agricul-

tural show with eques-
trian events, wood 
chopping, animal 
nursery, pet parade 
and dog jumping, 
sheep shearing and 
of course the Grand 
Parade with trucks,
vintage cars, fire 
engines , tractors and 
animals, is a must see.
The Home industries 
in the show hall caters 
for every form of local 
talent from all age
groups and includes 
photography, art and 
crafts, cooking, flow-
ers, vegetable, home 
brewing
preserves and much 
more.
 Food is always 
a big deal for patrons 
and they can choose 
from a variety of food 
and coffee vans plus 
the Show Kiosk, BBQ 
and Apple Crate Café 

for those who wish to 
relax in a quieter envi-
ronment.
As always we are 
grateful for the huge 
amount of volunteers 
who turn up on the 
day to
assist with everything 
from manning the 
gates to parking, main-
taining the grounds to
cleaning up the rub-
bish! Similarly we are 
always blown away 
with the amount of 
support we
receive from business-
es and clubs in the 
Valley.

Gates open from 9am 
– 4.00pm
Entry Adults $10, 
Children $5, under 5 
free
All enquiries to: sec-
retary@exetershow.
com.au or phone 
Hilary on 0438944725

107th Exeter Show bigger than ever
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Local business backs 
fire appeal

the Stem and Crown 
Boring Moth and the 
Ragwort Plume Moth. 
“These agents are
another weed manage-
ment tool, particularly 
useful for control in 
difficult terrain
where access is prob-
lematic” Mr. Tyshing 
said.
 The three 
dedicated “ragwort 
raiding” days are East 
Tamar - Saturday 1st 
February,
meet at 9.00 am, Pipers 
River Fire Station; 
West Tamar - Sunday 
2nd February 2019,
meet at 9.00 am, Win-
kleigh Hall, Winkleigh; 
Launceston and sur-
rounds -
Wednesday 5th Febru-
ary, meet at 9.00 am at 
Waverley Lake Car-
park, Naroo Street,
Waverley.
More information 
from the Tamar NRM 
website at www.tama-
rnrm.com.au.

to reduce ragwort on 
their properties. Mr 
Tyshing said “Join us 
on one of the dedicat-
ed ragwort days, or, 
importantly, just deal 
with any infestations 
you have. By
doing that you will 
be adding value to 
the volunteer road-
side ragwort control, 
adding value to your 
property and helping 
control the spread of 
this insidious weed 
that can invade nat-
ural and agricultural 
areas and is toxic to 
livestock.”
Tamar NRM’s inte-
grated weed program, 
the Tamar Valley 
Weed Strategy, will 
also monitor for the 
presence of biological 
control agents in rag-
wort infestations.
 Tasmanian 
releases of various 
host specific insects 
includes the Ragwort 
Flea Beetle

to ute loads. Our vol-
unteers do a splendid 
job preventing
ragwort from getting a 
major foothold in the 
region.”
Regular “ragwort 
raider” and this year’s 
ragwort raid coordina-
tor Jo Lyall said “I am
looking forward to 
working with the com-
munity, three Tamar 
councils, partner
organisations and 
funding partner Royal 
Automobile Club of 
Tasmania (RACT), on
this practical on-
ground project. If you 
can help out on this 
year’s ragwort raids 
you
will be provided with 
all the required in-
struction on ragwort 
identification and
removal.”
 Tamar NRM 
wants landholders, 
no matter how big or 
small, to do whatever 
they can

OVER February, don’t 
be surprised to see 
community volunteers 
from
Landcare groups, 
rural fire brigades (if 
they are free), friends 
groups and farmers re-
moving ragwort from 
roadsides. The annual 
Ragwort Raid, run by 
Tamar NRM, is
in its 21st year, and 
aims to control the 
spread of the declared 
agricultural and
environmental weed, 
ragwort (Jacobaea 
vulgaris).
 In calling for 
more volunteers for 
this year’s event, Mr. 
Roger Tyshing, presi-
dent of
Tamar NRM, said that 
“Those of us around 20 
years ago, will remem-
ber how heavily
infested with ragwort 
some areas in Tas-
mania were. We have 
gone from collecting
truck loads of ragwort 

Annual Ragwart Raid provides envrionmental results

Meet the George & Matilda collection, 
Inspired by Australia, for Australia

RANGE OF STYLES  
FROM $149

Legana Grove Shopping Centre 
PHONE 6330 2188

eyelines.com.au

Tamar Valley News 
wish to congratulate 
the team at Shakers 
Takeaway at Exeter 
who have donated a 
total of $1836.00 for 
the Bush Fire appeal. 
The small business 
donated $1 from every 
pizza sold and col-
lected extra donations 

in tip jars. This act of 
generosity is a great 
example of local com-
munity spirit assisting 
our fellow Australians. 
National bush fire do-
nations from business 
and individuals have 
totaled in excess of 
$500 million dollars. 
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WORK has started on 
an innovative smart 
traffic monitoring and 
signalling system in 
central Launceston 
that will bust con-
gestion and improve 
liveability. 
 Federal Min-
ister for Population, 
Cities and Urban 
Infrastructure Alan 
Tudge said the system 
would monitor traffic 
flows in real time and 
synchronise traffic 
signals, easing conges-
tion.
 “The Austra-
lian Government is 
funding this project 
through the Smart 
Cities and Suburbs 
Program and it is also 
included in the Laun-
ceston City Deal,” Mr 
Tudge said.
 “The Smart 
Cities and Suburbs 

Program supports 
local governments to 
use technology-based 
solutions to improve 
the liveability of cities 
and regional centres.”
 Tasmanian 
Minister for State 
Growth Michael 
Ferguson said the 
smart traffic system 
was exactly the type of 
project the Launceston 
City Deal was intended 
to deliver.
  “By being 
smarter in how we 
plan and manage 
traffic by using new 
and emerging tech-
nology, we are making 
Launceston the most 
liveable regional city in 
Australia,” Mr Fergu-
son said.
 “The Launces-
ton Smart Traffic proj-
ect will transform how 
we plan and deliver 

transport infrastruc-
ture and ensure we 
can effectively manage 
current demands and 
the future growth of 
the city.”
 Federal Mem-
ber for Bass Bridget 
Archer said the invest-
ment in a live-stream-
ing multi-modal 
traffic system would 
also encourage use of 
alternative modes of 
transport.
 “Generating 
more accurate data 
will inform greener 
land-use planning 
and infrastructure 
investment, support-
ing more people to get 
about Launceston by 
walking, cycling and 
catching public trans-
port,” Mrs Archer said.
 “Inspiring peo-
ple to use and connect 
with the ‘internet of 

things’ will not only 
make Launceston an 
even better place to 
live but encourage 
more entrepreneurs 
and start-ups to set 
up here in northern 
Tasmania, benefitting 
the economy.“
  West 
Tamar Council Mayor 
Christina Holmdahl 
said the project was 
proof that the City 
Deal is working to 
benefit the whole re-
gion.
 “For our mu-
nicipality, the most 
important part of the 
City Deal is that it 
delivers right across 
Greater Launceston, 
because we know the 
impact that traffic 
flowing from the West 
Tamar has on the city,” 
Mayor Holmdahl said.
 “This project 
will deliver better 
coordinated traffic 
management and 
long-term planning 
across Council bound-
aries, providing more 
reliable travel times, 
particularly on main 
corridors through the 
region.”
 The $6.8 mil-
lion smart traffic signal 
system is jointly fund-
ed, with the Australian 
Government commit-
ting $2.9 million and 
the Tasmanian Gov-
ernment, Launceston 
City Council, Univer-
sity of Tasmania and 
Enterprize Tasmania 
providing the re-
mainder. West Tamar 
Council and Meander 
Valley Council pro-
vided non-financial 
support.

New Smart Traffic System Will Ease Congestion

GRANTS of up to 
$10,000 are available to 
local Northern Tasma-
nian community groups 
and organisations to help 
conduct commemorative 
activities to mark the 
75th anniversary of Vic-
tory in the Pacific Day.
 Federal Member 
for Bass Bridget Archer 
said the Saluting Their 

Service (STS) Commem-
orative Grants program 
was recently expanded to 
place a focus on the Sec-
ond World War and later 
wars, conflicts and peace 
keeping operations.
 The guidelines 
now allow for a diverse 
range of projects to be 
funded under the STS 
Commemorative Grants 

program, including 
documentaries, digital 
projects, and podcasts as 
well as community me-
morials and preservation 
of wartime memorabilia.
 “It is important 
that future generations of 
Australians learn about 
the critical role of our 
service personnel and 
these grants will help 

groups in the northern 
Tasmanian community 
to commemorate their 
local servicemen and 
women,” Mrs Archer 
said.
 “Victory in the 
Pacific Day marked the 
end of the Second World 
War – a war that impact-
ed the lives of so many 
Australians.

 “I encourage 
groups in our communi-
ty to consider making an 
application for a project 
that commemorates our 
local Second World War 
history.”
 “These projects 
will leave a lasting legacy 
in communities and ed-
ucate the next generation 
so that the memory of 

Australian service men 
and women will live on.”
Applications for the 
Saluting Their Ser-
vice Commemorative 
Grants program are 
now open on the 
Community Grants 
Hub (https://www.
communitygrants.
gov.au/) and close on 
Tuesday, 31 March 
2020.

JOIN George Town 
Council and Friends 
of Low Head Penguins 
at this year’s Dog’z 
Day Out - An event to 
showcase our com-
munity penguins and 
dogs.
 Visit the in-
formation booths and 
learn about the Low 
Head Little Penguins 
and their environment, 
responsible dog man-
agement, chat with 
our Wildlife Discovery 
Officer, and meet the 
event’s ambassadors 
Macca and Penny 

 Children’s 
Activities - Skate Park 
League, Badge Making, 
Balloon Artist, Face 
Painting, YMCA Laun-
ceston Activities, Food 
& Refreshments, Dis-
count Microchipping!

Where: Regent 
Square ,George Town
When: Saturday 8th 
February, 11-4pm 
Cost:  FREE Com-
munity Event

Grants Available for Organisations to Commemorate Victory in the Pacific Day

to offer that service to 
the families of George 
Town and surrounds.” 
The program runs ev-
ery Wednesday morn-
ing 9:00am to
10:30am during term 
time in the College’s 
Kinder room and 
is free. “SetUp is a 
service the College is 
offering to all families, 
so we want to make it 
as accessible as pos-
sible,” Mr Chapman 
says. Families don’t 
need to attend every 
week but can come 
whenever they are
available. For more in-
formation families can 
contact the College 
office on 6382 1242.

STAR OF THE SEA 
Catholic College has 
recently launched its 
Birth to 5 Early Learn-
ing program for the 
George Town commu-
nity. Called SetUp for 
Success, but commonly 
known as SetUp, the 
program is designed 
to promote learning 
for life for both young 
children and their 
families. 
 “Caring and 
supportive environ-
ments that promote 
early childhood devel-
opment greatly in-
crease a child’s chances 
of a successful transi-
tion to school,” Col-
lege Principal Richard 
Chapman says. “We 
hope that SetUp is able 

New early learning 
program

Dog’z Day Out
Event
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6391 1836 or 0418 330 146 Call us today for a free 
quote and consultation on

www.optimoawnings.com.au

OPTIMO AWNINGS
Outdoor living has never looked better

TA
52
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We will guide you on what best suits your home and 
make your project easy and hassle free. We welcome 
new customers to contact us for a quote! The durable 
aluminium frame with twinwall polycarbonate sheeting 

makes for great outdoor entertainment areas, 
carports or door/window coverings. 

We are now distributors for
Ziptrak Blinds

Summers Farmers 
Market launch

THE GEORGE TOWN 
Summer Farmers 
Markets kicked off 
on Saturday 25 Jan 
2020. It was our first 
George Town Farmers 
Markets for the year. 
It was a great morning 
at the RSL with over 
240 people through 

the door to look at our 
wide range of goods. 
The atmosphere was 
happy and vibrant with 
lots of sales happening 
for all. It was great to 
see everyone helping 
with the breakdown, 
pack-up and clean at 
the end of the day - a 

community working 
together.   The George 
Town Summer Farm-
ers Markets is a project 
of the George Town 
Placemaking Commit-
tee in partnership with 
the George Town RSL 
(Sub Branch).

Liberals must act urgently on Launceston’s serious crime spike
A SERIOUS  spike in 
criminal activity in 
Launceston must be 
treated as a matter of 
urgency if the Liberals 
are to be trusted to 
keep our communities 
safe.  
  A drive 
by-shooting in Kings 
Meadows overnight is 
the latest in a series of 
serious crime inci-
dents that have un-
folded in Launceston 
this past week.  
  Shadow Minis-
ter for Police, Fire and 
Emergency Manage-

ment, Jen Butler, said 
communities deserve 
leadership from their 
Government, not 
silence and inaction.
  “If the Liberals 
are serious about the 
safety of the commu-
nity and their tough 
on crime mantra then 
they must act urgently 
to address Launceston’s 
crime spike,” Ms Butler 
said.
  “It is inexcus-
able that Peter Gut-
wein has remained 
silent while a series of 
disturbing and serious 

crimes have unfolded 
in his own backyard.
  The 2018-
19 Police Corporate 
Performance Report 
reveals that last year 
in Launceston total 
crime increased by 27 
per cent, with serious 
crime increasing by 17 
per cent. Since then 
public place assaults 
have increased a fur-
ther 19 per cent.
  Ms Butler said 
serious understaffing 
within the Tasmanian 
police force must be 
addressed immediate-

ly.
  “Police officers 
are working incredibly 
under extreme pressure 
and face significant 
fatigue due to under-
staffing, long shifts and 
doing non-core duties 
and the Liberals are 
doing nothing about it.
  “The Liberals 
are proving that they 
are not up to the task 
of keeping our commu-
nities safe.
  “Tasmanians 
deserve better than the 
Government’s tough on 
crime spin.” 
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THE Tamar Valley re-
gion is undoubtedly a 
good place to live. Just 
ask anyone who has 
just returned from liv-
ing or travelling away. 
Or ask people like 
new mayor of George 
Town, Greg Keiser, 
who is a well-travelled 
South African who has 
chosen to live here. 
But there is still much 
to do and that’s where 
community comes in. 
 The Tamar 
Valley is made up of
towns of a size where 
people know each oth-
er and generally look 
out for each other. So, 
why not harness that 
community spirit to 
make the region not 
just good but great. In 

fact, one of the great 
regions of the world! 
To test whether this 
was possible the organ-
isers of the Great Re-
gional City Challenge 
asked local businesses 
and philanthropists 
if they’d put money 
behind this. And they 
did. Iconic names like
Harvest Market, 
MONA FOMA and 
James Boags, large 
organisations like 
UTAS, Hawthorn 
Football Club and 
Forico, innovators like 
Launtel and Get Paid 
in Bitcoin, The Exam-
iner, 7 Tasmania and 
7LAFM pledged cash 
and in-kind support, 
which with the support 

of City of Launceston 
and West
Tamar, George Town 
and Meander Valley 
councils, is being used 
to offer $100,000 to 
support projects that 
the people and groups 
of the region feel could 
make it one of the best 
in the world. Projects 
will focus on ways to 
build on our innova-
tion and creativity, on 
our liveability, on our
diversity and on our 
connectedness. Proj-
ects will have a project 
team and a clear con-
cept for how they will 
achieve this. Project 
applications can be 
submitted up to mid-
night 15 March, 2020. 

 A short
application and pho-
to should be sent to 
challenge@launces-
tontogether.com.au 
and will be posted on 
launcestontogether.
com.au website where 
the community can 
vote for the projects 
they think are the best. 
Selected projects will 
be given funds and 
support at a major 
event at Country Club 
Tasmania in June 2020. 
Anyone in the West 
Tamar, George Town, 
Launceston and Mean-
der regions can form 
a team and propose a 
project. An example of 
project ideas already 
being discussed is 

around getting sports
groups, events and 
conferences to con-
vince their mainland 
and out of town at-
tendees to consider 
moving their busi-
ness to or investing 
in Launceston. Other 
projects are focused on 
new business
opportunities, art 
projects, better use of 
the region’s gigabit fast 
speeds and making the 
region friendly and 
liveable.
Projects don’t all have 
to be big - innova-
tive local and smaller 
projects can still make 
a big difference with 
less funds needed. The 
challenge to the com-

munity is to dust off 
project ideas they’ve 
always
had and also to think 
up new ways to make 
this one of the GREAT 
regional cities of the 
world!
 By Owen Til-
bury, Great Regional 
City Challenge Incor-
porated.
See more details at 
https://launcestonto-
gether.com.au/grcc-in-
troduction

$100,000 to help us move from Good to Great

Water Restrictions 
Stage 1, 2 & 3

This map is a representation of the information currently held by
TasWater. While every effort has been made to ensure the
accuracy of the product, TasWater accepts no responsibility
for any errors or omissions.                
Basedata The LIST © State of Tasmania.
Asset Data Services TasWater.

Stage 1

Stage 2

Stage 3 

to be used between the 
hours of 6am - 8am, and 
8pm -10pm
• Automatic** wa-
tering systems are only 
to be used between the 
hours of midnight and 
4am
• Handheld hoses 
with a trigger nozzle, 
buckets or watering cans 
may be used at any time
Paving, concrete and 
other hard surfaces
• Spot cleaning 
for safety, health, animal 
welfare or emergency 
reasons with a hose fitted 
with a trigger nozzle 
or with high pressure 
cleaning equipment is 
permitted
• For construc-
tion, using water for dust 
or pollutant suppression, 
or earth compaction by 
means of a hose fitted 
with a flow cut-off device 
or a vehicle fitted with 
sprinklers is permitted
• Hosing for 
general cleaning of hard 
surfaces such as paths, 
driveways and paved 
areas is not permitted at 
any time
Washing vehicles
• A bucket, 
high-pressure cleaning 
device or commercial car 
wash may be used at any 
time
• A handheld 
hose fitted with a trigger 

nozzle may be used for 
pre-rinsing and rinsing 
at home
Residential or commer-
cial pools and spas
• • Topping up 
of pools and spas only 
using a hand-held hose 
fitted with a trigger noz-
zle, a bucket, watering 
can or auto-device
• Emptying and 
refilling existing pools 
and spas, and filling new 
pools and spas: -• Up to 
2,000 litres: may only be 
refilled, or filled for the 
first time, using a hand-
held hose fitted with a 
trigger nozzle, a bucket 
or automatic water top-
up device
• More than 

STAGE ONE water 
restrictions are now in 
place for much of George 
Town and the West 
Tamar. 
What do stage 1 water 
restrictions mean?
The aim of Stage 1 
restrictions is to reduce 
non-essential water us-
age by 20 per cent. This 
can be achieved through 
sensible water use and 
minimising outdoor 
water use.
Residential, public and 
commercial gardens and 
lawns
Garden and lawn wa-
tering is allowed on any 
day during the following 
times:
Watering of sports 
grounds is allowed on 
any day during the fol-
lowing times:
• Manual* wa-
tering systems are only 
to be used between the 
hours of 6am - 8am, and 
8pm -10pm
• Automatic** wa-
tering systems are only 
to be used between the 
hours of midnight and 
4am
• Handheld hoses 
with a trigger nozzle, 
buckets or watering 
cans may be used at any 
sporting grounds
Sporting Grounds
• Manual* wa-
tering systems are only 

2,000 litres: may only 
be refilled, or filled for 
the first time when the 
property owner has an 
approved Exemption – 
swimming pool or spa 
filling from TasWater
*Manual watering sys-
tems are those that phys-
ically require a tap to be 
turned on, this includes 
taps with shut off timers
**Automatic watering 
systems are any systems 
that include electronic 
control units
For further information 
please visit: www.taswa-
ter.com.au/waterrestric-
tions

Locals impacted by water restrictions

with police attending 
the scene and speaking 
to witnesses. Police are 
yet to locate and speak 
to the man responsi-
ble, however, he is not 
considered a risk to the 
general public.  The 
pair are known to each 
other.
 Anyone with 
information relating to 
the incident is asked to 
contact the Northern 
Criminal Investigation 
Branch on 131 444 
or crime stoppers on 
1800 333 000.

ON Saturday evening 
15th February 2020 a 
35 year old man from 
Karoola was shot in 
the arm at an address 
in Underwood near 
Launceston during an 
argument with another 
man.
 The injured 
man was taken to the 
Launceston General 
Hospital where he 
remains in a stable 
condition following 
surgery to his arm.
 An investiga-
tion has commenced 

Police seek information 
on Karoola incident
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The RSL George Town 
Sub-Branch is current-
ly finalizing details to 
begin upgrading the 
Memorabilia
Display at 44 Mac-
quarie Street, George 
Town. A team of 
volunteers and Board 
members have been
painstakingly up-
dating records with 
photographs as well as 
cataloguing everything 
in the display
from uniforms and 
weapons to badges and 
historical records. The 
display is growing with 
donations
from individuals who 
have served and loans 
from families of ser-
vice personnel, making 
the collection
quite extensive. RSL 
Sub-Branch President, 
Vince Davis, said the 
new cabinets will make 
for a more
professional display 
with a greater measure 
of security for items in 
the area. The RSL Sub 
Branch
encourages locals and 
visitors to George 
Town, to consider a 
reflective stop at Max 

Harris Memory
Reserve, Victory 
Bridge and the Mem-
orabilia display. As is 
the case with many 
small communities
scattered throughout 
the country, these 
areas, have been most 
respectfully embraced 
by the
community and hold 
special significance, 
whether through ser-
vice or family connec-
tions.
Mr Vince Davis, will 
have been in the role 
of President for 12 
months come March 
this year. He
stated recently that 
indeed it will be 18 
months since the 
branch had moved 
into the 44 Macquarie
street George Town 
location, the time has 
passed quickly. Since 
Mr Davis’ was elected 
he has been
ably assisted by the 
Board of Management, 
who are generous with 
their time and effort in 
matters
to do with the Sub-
Branch. “Members of 
the Board bring a wide 

range of skills, and 
their expertise
and experience, are 
valued immensely “ 
said Mr Davis. “The 
core business of the 
RSL Sub-Branch is
to assist Veterans, 
and their families in 
Welfare and Advocacy 
with a sense of mate-
ship and
comradery, under the 
umbrella of under-
standing, support and 
belonging. Much of 
the money
needed to undertake 
this work is raised 
through fundraising 
efforts and donations”, 
said Mr Davis.
We continue to be 
grateful for the com-
munity support we 
receive.
Mr Davis recently 
highlighted some ways 
the Sub Branch has 
started the year. Priori-
ties remain in
commemorative oc-
casions significant to 
our community. The 
partnership developed 
many years ago
with council, find us 
working hard together 
to ensure these days 

are marked with in-
volvement from
Schools and the 
broader community, 
not only to remember 
WW1 &amp;WW2, 
but conflicts that
followed where Aussies 
were involved. Mr Da-
vis said “we are keen 
to have service persons 
from
more recent conflicts 
and peacekeeping be 
part of the new direc-
tion of our RSL Sub 
Branch, and I
encourage such indi-
viduals to make con-
tact with the branch 
and help the board to 
understand the
needs of our more re-
cent service people”.
“We have taken ad-
vantage of the George 
Town Council initia-

tive to hold Summer 
Farmers Markets,
said Vince. For the 
next two months in the 
Sub-Branch Building 
home grown produce 
is available.
“It’s great to see the 
community embrace 
this market, with many 
taking advantage of 
the
opportunity to support 
local growers”. The 
Farmers Market is held 
each Saturday morn-
ing from 10-
12PM. We will be 
holding Bus trips 
which will be open to 
members, families and 
guests, as will the
Movie nights, which 
we hope to have up 
and running soon, 
which may interest 
community. Watch

Face Book and Website 
for details.
Mr Davis requested a 
note be made that he 
and the Board cannot 
thank volunteers and 
supporters
enough for their con-
tributions. Many hours 
of time given to all the 
small and large jobs 
that would
usually take precious 
funds from oppor-
tunities to support 
Veterans. Membership 
numbers are
increasing each year. 
He encourages this 
who want to renew 
their social member-
ship to become
affiliate members, they 
would be most wel-
come.

Geroge Town RSL Memorabilia Display Update

ON Saturday 15th Feb-
ruary 2020 a large fam-
ily were gathered at the 
Tailrace Park Riverside.  
Shortly before 8pm, a 
member of the family, 
a 28 year old female, 
who was four months 
pregnant was alleged-
ly assaulted by a male 
and a female.  Another 
female was reported to 
have been pushing and 
harassing young children 
at the gathering.
 The male is de-
scribed as being aged in 

his late 30’s, 160cms tall, 
short black hair, facial 
hair, three ear piercing 
wearing a black tee shirt, 
black shorts and thongs.  
 The female is de-
scribed as in her late 30’s, 
165cms tall, obese build, 
reddish/brown hair in a 
ponytail wearing a black 
singlet top with a bright 
pink bra, black shorts 
and no shoes.
 The second 
female is described as 
being tall and slim with 
blonde hair in a ponytail 

wearing a yellow singlet 
and black shorts.
 The trio had 
two young children with 
them and all left the park 
on foot.
 Police would like 
to speak to anyone who 
witnessed the incident or 
can provide any further 
information.  Please con-
tact police on 131 444 or 
Crime stoppers on 1800 
333 000.

West Tamar Councillors 
and West Tamar Land-
care members for an 
informal meeting, and 
a sausage sizzle lunch at 
the Kelso Community 
Centre, on Sunday 23rd 
February from 11am. 
The meeting will include 
a short outline of the 
project, and presenta-
tions from specialists in 
cat management. 

cats in the Kelso, Greens 
Beach and Clarence 
Point areas.
 The Kelso 
Community Centre are 
holding a public infor-
mation session at Kelso 
to share ideas with the 
community and outline a 
cat management project 
which has been funded 
in the local area by the 
Australian Government’s 
Communities Environ-
ment Program.
 You are invited 
to join NAAG members, 

FERAL and stray cats are 
significant threat to our 
native wildlife and live 
stock. They kill birds and 
small mammals and they 
spread diseases including 
toxoplasmosis, which 
affects sheep, marsupials 
and humans.
 The West Tamar 
Council Northern 
Area Advisory Group 
(NAAG) and West Tam-
ar Landcare Group have 
decided to work togeth-
er to help reduce the 
impact of feral and stray 

Fourm to be held on Cat Managment Tailrace Park Assault: Police seek help
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Government fishing survey provides interesting results
THE MOST recent 
statewide survey of 
recreational fishing 
shows that almost one 
in four Tasmanians 
cast a line and that flat-
head continues to be 
the catch of the day.
 Conducted 
every five years, the 
Statewide Survey of 
Recreational Fishing 
(Marine and Inland) in 
Tasmania by the Uni-
versity of Tasmania’s 
Institute for Marine 
and Antarctic Science 
(IMAS) provides a 
snapshot of the peo-
ple who fish, where 
they go and what they 
catch.
 Minister for 
Primary Industries 
and Water Guy Bar-
nett said the informa-
tion gathered from 
the survey highlights 
recreational fishing’s 
overall significance to 
Tasmania’s lifestyle and 

economy.
 “The survey 
found fishers spent an 
average of $1800 per 
person or a total of 
$161 million on boats, 
fuel, fishing gear and 
other equipment, de-
livering economic and 
social benefits to the 
local community,” Mr 
Barnett said.
 The Depart-
ment’s Director of Ma-
rine Resources Dr Ian 
Dutton said more than 
3,000 households were 
surveyed in 2017/18 
with almost 600 of 
these households then 
providing details of 
their fishing activities 
in a 12 month period.
 “The survey, 
funded by inland and 
sea fishing licence fees, 
along with added sup-
port from Inland Fish-
eries Service, provides 
authorities with vital 
information to ensure 

that our recreational 
fisheries continue to 
be responsibly and 
sustainably managed,” 
Dr Dutton said.
IMAS scientist and 
study leader, Associate 
Professor Jeremy Lyle, 
said the survey is de-
signed to understand 
recreational fishing 
participation and catch 
as well as any recent 
developments in the 
fishery.
 “Since the first 
statewide survey in 
2000/01, we have seen 
changes in the fishery 
as well as some con-
sistency. For instance, 
Flathead have contin-
ued to be the mainstay 
of the marine fishery 
while Trout are the 
most common fresh-
water catch,” Assoc 
Prof Lyle said.
 Other key 
results from the most 
recent survey show:

almost one in four 
Tasmanians (aged 5 
or older),  or almost 
106,000 people, went 
fishing during the 
2017-18 survey period;
Flathead was the most 
popular recreationally 
caught fish in Tasma-
nia accounting for 70 
per cent of all scalefish;
Around 1.7 million 
flathead were caught 
with 56 per cent re-
leased;
Almost 75 per cent of 
fishing days were in 
salt water; the remain-

der in fresh water;
Males aged between 
45-59 years represent-
ed the highest num-
bers of fishers.
The survey also iden-
tified other important 
information - for ex-
ample recent findings 
show that the recre-
ational harvest of sand 
flathead continues 
to be larger than the 
commercial harvest in 
Tasmania.
 This finding 
supports other re-
search which shows 

that sand flathead 
populations are subject 
to heavy recreational 
fishing pressure and 
means the Department 
will maintain a watch-
ing brief on the stock 
status for the species, 
including conducting 
more research.

More information 
about the survey re-
sults including copies 
of the full IMAS report 
are available at: www.
fishing.tas.gov.au/
whats-the-catch

DID YOU KNOW that 
the Tamar River Estuary 
sits within the Rosevears 
electoral boundary? 

Unlike
many other area bound-
aries, the entire river to 
the low tide mark of the 

opposite bank sits within
the electorate. And for 
me that is exciting.
 Everyone has a 
connection to, and cares 
about the river in some 
way or another. We all 
have an
opinion and a passion to 
see the river at its best.
 Significant funds 
have been secured to 
support improvements 
in the upper reaches of 
the estuary
system. Riparian fencing 
and tree planting and 
other small projects will 
be funded as part of the
Estuary Taskforce work. 
Significantly almost 

$100million has been 
committed to reducing 
the loadon the network 
of treatment plants, 
which currently are seri-
ously overloaded in high 
rainfall events,
spilling untreated waste 
from the combined 
sewer and stormwater 
system into the River 
Tamar.
 TasWater have 
also committed unprec-
edented funds towards 
the Launceston Sewerage 
Improvement Project 
(LSIP). Combined this 
sees almost half a billion 
dollars committed to 
improvements to our 

Janie Finlay; On the future of the Tamar River & being independent
health are maintained.
 The river con-
nects us all. The Legis-
lative council serves to 
protect all Tasmanians 
from rubber stamps
and blatant opposition. 
As an Independent I 
want to see our river 
system thrive. So our 
kids can always fish off 
the pontoons. So any 
raw sewerage sills fall 
well below world’s best 
practice and, so
our river can forever be 
enjoyed by locals and 
visitors alike.

Tamar River Estuary. But 
we’ve seen and heard this 
all before.
 As an Indepen-
dent candidate in the 
up and coming election 
for the Legislative seat 
of Rosevears, I see the 
role of the Upper House 
as the essential checks 
and balances for such a 
monumental
investment. I believe in 
this project and have the 
determination to ensure 
the funds are spent
according to those 
commitments and that 
the priority outcomes of 
improving river health 
and public

REVELATIONS that 
retail giant Coles has 
been responsible for 
around $20 million 
worth of wage theft 
from Australian work-
ers should concern 
every Tasmanian.
 Shadow Min-
ister for Workplace 
Relations Michelle 
O’Byrne said this was 

the latest in a series of 
massive cases of work-
er exploitation around 
the country.
“Tasmanian workers 
are paid on average 
$10,000 less than peo-
ple in the same jobs on 
the mainland – that’s 
almost $200 every 
week.  Wage theft 
makes it even hard-

er for Tasmanians to 
make ends meet,” Ms 
O’Byrne said.
“We understand that 
up to 50 Tasmanian 
workers may have 
been impacted.  That 
is 50 people who have 
not been paid fairly for 
the work they under-
took for their employ-
er.

“Wage theft is hurting 
hundreds of thousands 
of workers across the 
country and this is 
another illustration 
that Tasmania is not 
immune. 
“Let me be clear – 
wage theft is theft. If 
the Liberals really want 
to be tough on crime 
they should be tough 

on employers that steal 
from their workers.” 
 Ms O’Byrne 
said a Parliamentary 
Inquiry into worker 
conditions is needed.
“Labor will seek to es-
tablish a Parliamentary 
Inquiry in 2020 into 
wage theft and inse-
cure work. 
“There is a need for 

new wage theft laws 
to combat systematic, 
widespread or blatant 
under and non-pay-
ment of wages and 
other employment 
benefits.
“Such an inquiry must 
not be limited in a way 
that would prevent 
investigation of labour 
hire practices.”

Labor; All workers deserve fair conditions and protection from exploitation



Always Local - Proudly serving communities of the Tamar Valley 10



Have local news? Let us know! news@tamarvalleynews.com.au 11

Ferguson 
Michael

Liberal Member for Bass 

Phone: 6777 1032
michael.ferguson@dpac.tas.gov.au

providers can play a 
significant role in help-
ing patients to under-
stand their treatment 
options, including the 
charges and expected 
out-of-pocket costs of 
each option. Informed 
decision making must 
include attention to the 
potential for financial 
hardship,” Professor 
Aranda explained.
 Affordability of 
cancer services was also 
the top issue for Amer-
ican respondents to the 
global survey. Both the 
US and UK also ranked 
supporting and funding 
cancer research and 
ensuring equal access to 
cancer care for every-
one as top issues.
 World Cancer 
Day is an initiative by 
UICC that aims to unite 
the world with the aim 
to save millions of can-
cer deaths every year. 
2020 marks the 20th 
anniversary of World 
Cancer Day.

to address the rising out 
of pocket costs experi-
enced by people with 
cancer and continued 
attention to this issue 
will be required.”
 The survey re-
sults support a separate 
study that found 19% 
of people with cancer 
reported that a cost-re-
lated factor had influ-
enced their decision 
making about treatment 
– including the costs 
of travelling to and 
from treatment, loss of 
income and actual costs 
of treatment.
 “Research from 
the Consumer Health 
Forum concluded that 
more than a quarter of 
people having treatment 
for cancer incurred out 
of pocket costs of more 
than $10,000 in the two 
years prior to the re-
search being conducted.
 “Aside from 
reducing out of pock-
et costs for patients, 
doctors and healthcare 

all Australians believe 
we should be making 
cancer services such as 
medicines, treatment 
and care more afford-
able and we know that a 
cancer diagnosis comes 
with significants costs 
at an already incredibly 
stressful time.”
 Of the 20 coun-
tries surveyed, only 
Kenyans and South 
Africans were more 
likely to rank affordable 
access to services as one 
of the top issues with 
59% and 46% ranking 
it as a top issue respec-
tively.
 Professor Aran-
da said that any action 
needed to take account 
of Australia’s complex 
national/state and 
public/private health 
system and explained 
some of the steps 
Governments could 
take to improve cancer 
outcomes for vulnerable 
Australians.
 “Australia has a 
comprehensive public 
health system however 
the concerns expressed 
in this survey about 
equal access show that 
more needs to be done 
to help some Austra-
lians take advantage of 
our great health sys-
tem, particularly those 
with low incomes, First 
Nations Australians 
and those in rural and 
remote communities.
 “We need to 
ensure that cost does 
not hamper people 
from accessing optimal 
cancer care. Attention 
is needed to ensure 
there are appropriate 
income support options 
available and that travel 
and accommodation 
support for those who 
must leave home for 
diagnosis and treat-
ment reflects the costs 
incurred.
 “Cancer Coun-
cil supports the Federal 
Health Minister’s efforts 

This World Cancer Day 
(Tuesday 4 February), 
Cancer Council Aus-
tralia is calling for more 
action to reduce inequi-
ties in cancer outcomes, 
following a new global 
survey showing nearly 
half (45%) of all Aus-
tralians believe Govern-
ment should be doing 
more to make cancer 
services more afford-
able.
 The survey led 
by The Union for Inter-
national Cancer Con-
trol (UICC) and con-
ducted by IPSOS, asked 
respondents around 
the world to nomi-
nate which issues they 
believed Governments 
should be addressing 
when it comes to can-
cer.
 Almost one in 
three Australians also 
believed Government 
should be doing more 
to support and fund 
cancer research (32%) 
and to ensure equal 
access to cancer care 
for everyone, without 
regard to gender, race, 
income or age (30%).
 Professor 
Sanchia Aranda, CEO 
Cancer Council Austra-
lia said “Australia has 
some of the best cancer 
outcomes in the world 
with nearly seven in 10 
Australians surviving 
beyond five years after 
a cancer diagnosis how-
ever, there are a number 
of groups within our 
community who have 
significant lower surviv-
al rates.
 “We know that 
our poorest Australians 
are 37% more likely to 
die from cancer than 
the wealthiest Austra-
lians so World Cancer 
Day is an opportunity 
for us to look at our 
success but also ac-
knowledge where there 
is still more work to be 
done.
 “Nearly half of 

Reduce inequaities in 
cancer outcomes

Tamar Valley News Event 
Calander 
Proudly Sponsored by 
Michael Ferguson MP
Would like your local 
event included?
Email: news@tamarvalleynews.
com.au with the subjet *Events 
Calander*

Every Saturday 10am-Noon. 
25th Jan - 28 March
Summer Farmers Market
44 Macquarie Street, George 
Town

Firsts Sunday of each month. 
9am - 1.30pm West Tamar 
Lions Exeter Market @ Exeter 
Show Grounds.

23rd of February 10am-3pm 
Rotary Wings and Things 
Event, George Town Airpoirt

25th February 5.30pm 
George Town Council Meet-
ing, Council Chambers

8th March 10am Clean Up 
Australia Day Event Lulworth - 
Lulworth Community 
Association

17th March Beaconsfield  
Council Building 1.30pm - 
West Tamar Council Meeting

21st of March, 12pm - 11pm 
A Day on The Tamar, Exeter 
Hotel.
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Why is Regent Square 
Important?

 Regent Square 
is probably the oldest 
public park in Tasmania. 
It predates
Launceston’s Princes 
Square by at least 13 
years and City Park 
by 30 years. Hobart’s 
Franklin Square did not 
become a public park 
until 1862 and St David’s 
Park was a cemetery 
until 1926.
Regent Square has state 
heritage listing as a rare 
surviving Australian 
example of the town 
planning of Governor 
Lachlan Macquarie and 
surveyor James Meehan.
Together between 1810 
and 1812 the two drew 
the plans for Liverpool, 
south west of Sydney, 
the five “Macquarie 
Towns” in the Hawkes-
bury Valley, and the two 
Tasmanian towns of 
George Town and New 
Norfolk. Regent Square 
has always been the 
focus for celebrations 
and important civic 
occasions in the town 
be they the Empire Day 
celebrations, the Anzac 
Day sports,
the military parades, the 
Batman Festival, George 
Town on Show, Christ-
mas Carols, Australia 
Day Awards or Targa.

The Future for 
Regent Square

 In the last 20 
years two reports have 
been commissioned by 
the George Town
Council concerning 
the Square. The George 
Town Central Area 
Strategy was prepared 
by Ratio Consultants in 
1999 to provide com-
prehensive strategies for 
the future planning and 
management of George 
Town’s central area. It 
clearly recognized an 
important role for the 
town’s central square. 
It proposed a Regent 
Square Precinct, consist-
ing of the Square and a 
surrounding area of me-
dium density housing 

such as town houses.
 The Regent 
Square Landscape Guide 
Master Plan prepared 
for the George Town 
Council by Dr. Andras 
Kelly in 2007 gave a 
very detailed assessment 
of the condition of the 
Square. On ground 
conditions it stated: 
‘The surface profile of 
the approximately 6.5 
hectares of the park is 
literally flat with conse-
quent surface drainage 
problems. Much of the 
land is waterlogged in 
the winter and dries out 
hard in the summer. The 
subsoil is impervious 
clay and the overlaying 
topsoil is a shallow, 
part peaty soil, result-
ing from decaying turf 
over many years. There 
is no fixed irrigation in 
the park. The existing 
footpath system is made 
of narrow, poor quality, 
often broken up, unrein-
forced concrete’.
Of the trees it reported: 
‘Generally the condition 
of the existing trees is 
very varied. The health-
iest exotic trees are 
English oaks, Cypresses, 
Poplars, and Radiata 
pines
... Other planted exotic 
trees have varied condi-
tions from fair to very 
poor. Few seem
to be thriving ... The 
conditions of the native 
trees are also varied. 
She-oaks (Allocasuari-
na) seem to do well, and 
some of the Eucalyptus 
species (likely E. ovata 
and E. pauciflora) also 
survive well. A large 
number of the native 
trees ... are,
however, in poor to very 
poor conditions and are 
unlikely to grow into 
healthy,
mature trees.’
The report recommend-
ed a formal area suitable 
for public occasions 
between the bandstand 
and the hall. Further to 
the north a more infor-
mal open space was pro-
posed using clusters of 
trees, and avenues along 
the paths. A playground 
was recommended 

along the western side 
and a skate bowl and 
skating track on the 
eastern side. To the 
north of the bandstand a 
mound was suggested to 
provide protection from 
the wind. It also recom-
mended a tree planting 
program, and suggested 
the species which ‘will 
have a good chance of 
maturing to sizable and 
healthy trees on this 
horticulturally difficult 
site.’
 Heritage Listing 
- On the 20 th February 
2013 Heritage Tasmania 
approved the listing of 
Regent Square on the 
Tasmanian Heritage 
Register. It was listed 
because of ‘its ability to 
demonstrate early urban 
planning in Australia 
and the direct influence 
of Governor Lachlan 
Macquarie (1762-1824) 
upon the design of the 
first country towns 
in Australia, which 
featured grid layouts 
around a centrally lo-
cated square or com-
mon,...Regent Square 
represents a reasonably 

intact and undeveloped 
example of Macquarie’s 
central square concept.’
Regent Square also 
includes two structures 
of individual heritage 
significance, the 1958 
Memorial Hall and 
the 1939 War Memo-
rial (Cenotaph). The 
Heritage Development 
Guidelines stipulates 
that the area occupied 
by buildings, vehicular 
traffic areas and parking 
should not exceed 25% 
of the Square in order 
to preserve enough 
landscaped public 
open space to meet the 
heritage management 
objectives.
 A New Mas-
ter Plan - In 2016 the 
George Town Council 

appointed consultants 
and a reference group 
to develop a new Mas-
ter Plan. They adopted 
much of Kelly’s Plan,
dividing the Square 
into an eastern Active 
Quarter, a northern 
Common Quarter of 
open space parkland, a 
western Natural Area of 
trees, gardens and picnic 
tables, and a southern 
Commercial Area that 
would link with the 
business area of the 
town, through gardens, 
shade trees, and seating 
with tables for eating 
food from the shops. 
Also planned was an 
axis pathway from the 
Rotunda to the SE cor-
ner, where there would 
be an entrance archway 

and interpretation on 
the history of the Square 
from Anne St. This 
was the plan that was 
recently publicised for 
public comment. Regent 
Square has been the 
central feature of George 
Town for more than 200
years. It marks the 
town as a Macquarie 
Town, and it is probably 
Tasmania’s oldest public 
park. The views towards 
The Grove give an 
impression of the town 
Macquarie would have 
imagined. In coming 
years as George Town 
grows, as it surely will, 
the Square will play an 
even more important 
role as the central square 
of a bustling
seaside town.
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History of Regent Square Part IV

GEORGE TOWN & DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC -
MONTHLY MEETINGS are held on the 3rd Monday, starting at 7.30 pm
at The Grove, 2 Cimitiere St, George Town, except in January, February
and March when meetings are held at Low Head, Hillwood & the Piper

District respectively.
Meetings are free and open to the public, but a gold coin donation

towards supper is appreciated.
Annual Membership is $15 single or $25 for a couple, due in October.

CONTACTS: Email: info@gtdhs.com Website: www.gtdhs.com
Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/George-Town-and-District-Historical-Soci-
ety-1375090549395357/


