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The prospect of a Mountain Bike 
complex in the Mount George 
area took another step forward 
in late 2018 with the release of 
the George Town Mountain Bike 
Feasibility Study. The study was 
completed by specialist trail 
consultants Dirt Art Pty Ltd. 
The study has been submitted 
to Council for their consideration 
who have made the study 
available to the public. The study 
proposes a total of 105.8km of 
bike tracks throughout the 
designated area’s surrounding the 
Mount George complex with the 
potential to be developed over a 
two stage construction process. 
Estimated costs for the project 

total $4,402,300 (ex GST). With 
the study released the Council 
has commenced deliberations on 
it’s findings. At the recent Council 
Meeting held on the 12 Dec 18, 
the acting General Manager, Mr 
Harry Galea, put to the council an 
Officers motion that a business 
plan be developed regarding the 
proposed track for presentation at 
the January Council Meeting. 
This would enable the 
commencement of community 
consultation. The motion also 
called on council to identify a list 
of project priorities for petitioning 
the federal government for 
funding in the upcoming federal 
election.The motion was put and 

was not passed. Amendments to 
the motion included the putting 
forward of potential projects of 
priority that included 1. Dalrymple 
Road upgrades 2. The Glen Road 
upgrades 3. Main Street / Regent 
Square access and 4. The 
Mountain Bike Trail. These 
motions also failed to pass 
before a substantive motion was 
passed that a Business plan for 
the mountain bike trails will be 
commissioned and submitted 
at the January Council Meeting. 
This report will as far as possible 
enable the commencement of 
community consultation. 
Councillors will put forward their 

continued on page 2

By Brent Daire

February 2019February 2019

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

SEE PAGE 2

SEE PAGE 3

SEE PAGE 5

SEE PAGE 4

George Town the new Derby?

SEE PAGE 2

West Tamar
makes

UTAS move

Veterans
support for 

George Town

Tamar Valley
Wine Centre

Opens

George Town
Mayor runs

for Bass

Legana Street
Project nearly

complete

FREE



been collected. 
Mountain bike tracks have 
contributed to a huge shift in 
tourism numbers in the 
Tasmanian North-East town of 
Derby which has gained world 
recognition the result for locals 
has been greater hospitality 
businesses opening in the 
township, more accommodation 
providers and land values 
drastically increasing. 

Tasmanian Tourism Fast Facts
- A total of 1.30 million people 
visisted Tasmania in the year 
end June 2018.
- Of the total 1.30 million, 
645,000 visited Tasmania for a 
holiday. 
- 18,900 jobs in Tasmania are 
directly supported by tourism.
- 31% of all visitors to Tasmania 
during this period were visiting 
the state for the first time.
- The Tasmanian tourism 
industry is made up of about 
1768 separate businesses.

priority projects to advocate for 
funding during the federal election 
cycle by the next council meeting, 
and the money for the 
consultancy of the business plan 
be taking from savings achieved 
in recent council plant purchases.
With the study now complete, 
and council moving to conduct a 
business analysis and 
community consultation, the 
prospect of the future mountain 
bike trail in the George Town 
Municipality has never been 
closer. It remains to be seen if 
council will vote to make the 
project it’s priority for petitioning 
for project funding during the 
federal election. 
Interested residents, groups and 
local business’s have commenced 
a petition that can be signed at 
participating business’s calling for 
the council to make the Mountain 
Bike Trail it’s priority project for 
funding requests. As the petition 
is ongoing, it is unknown at this 
stage how many signatures have 

Legana Street Project,
on track for April

West Tamar Council fight for fair share
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Works have resumed on the 
Legana Street project as of the 
14th January 2019.
The project was approved by 
West Tamar Council in October 
2018. It includes the development 
of two plaza areas in the Legana 
business district. Public assets 
such as bike racks, seating, rub-

bish bins, garden beds and tree 
planting are to be included. 
This project is a part of the 20-
year Legana strategic plan which 
seeks to equip Legana with 
proper infrastructure for a 
rapidly growing population. 
Legana is currently Tasmania’s 
fastest growing area.

As work continues at the Legana Street project site.

West Tamar Mayor Christina Holmdahl

West Tamar Council successfully 
pasted a notice of motion moved 
by Mayor Holmdahl relating to the 
University of Tasmania’s future in 
Northern Tasmania. The notice 
of motion called to significantly 
enhance the currently numbers of 
Professors an Associate 
Professors based in Northern 
Tasmania. The motion endorsed 
by council supports enhancing 
the quality and quantum of 
undergraduate and post graduate 
programs in Launceston. Moving 
from a hub and spoke model 

emanating from Hobart, to one 
which better represents the 
northern region. Reversing the 
relocation of administrative roles 
to Hobart and relating a 
signification proportion of senior 
leadership roles positions to the 
north and north west.“Since the 
announcement of the relocation 
of Launceston UTAS campus to 
Inveresk Council have been con-
cerned about the course offerings 
and support available to northern 
students. I believe it is appropriate 
that council has an active role in 

lobbing for these changes, 
and look forward to 
working with the currently 
administration who have 
already started to improve 
opportunities for students 
and staff in the north.”
The goal of the University 
of Tasmania is to attract 
10,000 students to study 
in Northern Tasmania once 
the campus relocation is 
fully moved to Invermay.
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Mayor Archer runs for Bass

Tamar Folk Festival claims success once more
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George Town Mayor Bridget 
Archer has officially been 
endorsed by the Liberal Party to 
contest the next Federal election 
for the seat of Bass. 
Mayor Archer has served as a 
George Town Councilor since 
2009 and has served as Mayor 
since 2014. Mayor Archer says 
she does not underestimate the 
task ahead but would not be con-
testing the election if she didn’t 
feel she could achieve benefit 
for George Town and Northern 
Tasmania. State Liberal President 
Geoff Page said Bridget has a 
strong record of standing up for 

regional Tasmania. “With 
backgrounds in farming, business 
and hospitality, Bridget has the 
skills and real-world experience 
to deliver for Northern Tasmania.” 
Bridget lives with her husband 
and five children on their family 
farm outside of George Town.
Mayor Archer was also a 
candidate at the 2018 state 
election which saw the Liberal 
Party increase their vote by 1.6%. 
With George Town a traditional 
Labor area it is believed Archers 
candidacy will benefit the party in 
both George Town and 
Launceston’s north suburbs.

At the last Federal 
election in Bass the 
Liberal Party suffered a 
-10.1% swing against 
them with candidate 
Andrew Nikolic 
representing the Liberal 
Party. 
The Federal seat of 
Bass is currently held by 
Ross Hart who achieved 
56.7% of the two-party 
vote in 2016.

Find out more about 
the upcoming election
https://www.aec.gov.au

George Town Mayor Bridget Archer

Every third weekend in January 
George Town comes alive with 
local, state, national and some 
international visitors participating 
in the Tamar Valley Folk Festival. 
The three days featured a range 
of music, dance, poetry and 
children’s entertainment and 
activities.  Being held on January 

18-19-20 Damien Leith was this 
year’s headline act which allowed 
the event to draw a larger than 
normal crowd. However, event 
organizers say that strong num-
bers were seen at the majority of 
events held. 
Tamar Valley Folk Festival isn’t 
held at one central location but 

many venues within the township 
including the Bass and Flinders 
Centre, Memorial hall, York Cove 
Centre and the Yacht Club. Or-
ganiser Chris Atwell said that 
accommodation providers have 
already had strong interest for 
reservations with interstate visi-
tors from Victoria and New South 

Wales making bookings for next 
year’s festival in 2020. Tamar 
Valley Folk Festival receive gener-
ous support from Southern Cross 
Tasmania, George Town Council, 
George Town RSL, Impression 
Promotional Products, The Pier 
Hotel, Barratts Music, Bushby 
Property Group and Grays Hotel.

The Wilsons from Canada have attended 6 years in a row, Damien Leith greets fans, locals and visitors partipate in the event.



Targa Tasmania features
Tamar Valley in 1st Leg

Tamar Valley Veterans 
Support Established
December saw the establishment 
of the Tamar Valley Veterans 
Support Centre. The centre is 
located in the George Town 
Returned and Services League 
(RSL) Sub-Branch building 
located on Macquarie Street in 
George Town. The brain child 
of RSL President Don Mackrill 
AFSM, ESM, OAM and George 
Town RSL’s lead Pension’s 
Officer Greg Rush, the Centre 
brings together the welfare and 
pensions support resources of the 
RSL Branches in the Tamar Valley 
Area (George Town, 
Beaconsfield, Exeter, and 
Lillydale) and establishes a 

separate entity where veterans 
and their families can come to 
receive confidential support and 
services available. By establishing 
the Centre it is hoped that 
veterans and their families who 
might not have felt comfortable 
reaching out for support in the 
public setting of their sub 
branches might feel comfortable 
in the private and confidential 
setting of the support centre. By 
the Sub-Branches pooling their 
administrative, welfare and 
pensions resources they hope to 
also provide greater support to 
veterans in the area.
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The Tasmanian Parks and Wildlife 
Service will be hosting a special 
local event based on education, 
leisure and family fun.
Activities include guided walks, 
information and animal displays, 
Aboriginal cultural art workshop, 
kids’ art and craft activities and 
BBQ. The event is further sup-
ported by Queen Victoria Muse-
um & Art Gallery, West Tamar Arts 
Group, Birdlife Tasmania, Tamar 
Northern Resource Management 
and the Tasmanian Government. 

World Wetlands Day marks the 
date of the adoption of the Con-
vention of Wetlands on February 
2nd, 1971. Raising awareness 
about the value of wetlands for 
both the planet and humanity.

WHEN
Saturday, 2nd February 2019
WHERE
Tamar Island Wetlands Centre
CONTACT
63273964

Lund University, Sweden.
Visits West Tamar
North Riverside Neighborhood 
Watch have reliably served the 
local community for approximately 
20 years.  Community members 
are warmly invited to attend their 
next meeting on Wednesday, 
February 6th, 7:30pm at 
Riverside High School. This 
month’s guest speaker is a 
representative of International 
Environmental & Institute located 
at Lund University Sweden. This 
institution promotes what they 
consider best economic policy. 
An overview of the currently 
economic situation across the 

world will be given. The north 
Riverside neighborhood watch 
has a long and proud history of 
informing the local community 
via regular crime reports, safety 
information, local school competi-
tions and 
educational opportunities which 
grow community understanding 
of issues.

For more inforamtion 
surrounding the event make 
contact with Allan Harris 
0418 133 226. 

World Wetlands Day, local celebration

Targa Tasmania have released the 
official course map for 2019 with 
West Tamar and George Town 
featuring at the centre of day one 
of the event.
Leg one will be held on Monday 
the 29th of April 2019 with road 
closures in George Town, Kayena 
and Holwell. 
Targa Australia run the world’s 
largest, longest and hardest 
tarmac rally event, Targa 

Tasmania.Targa Tasmania is a 
world class international 
motorsport event entering in 2019 
it’s 28th event and has been 
supported by George Town 
Council and Bell Bay Aluminium 
for over 25 years.

For more information go to www.
targa.com.au



Tamar Valley Wines, open to the public
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Adrian Wallace serving at Tamar Valley Wines

The Tamar Valley Wine Centre 
is now open to the public as of 
mid-January. After two weeks the 
response has been 
overwhelming with people leav-
ing the West Tamar with a loving 
impression. Adrian Wallace is the 
proprietor of the business, is third 

generation in Exeter his family 
has farmed the land for over 100 
years. Opening Tamar Valley Wine 
Centre has been a journey, that 
began a few years ago, over a 
bottle or two of some Tamar Val-
ley Pinot Noir. “As someone who 
is third generation Exeter, whose

family have farmed her for over a 
hundred years, I have supported 
many businesses over the years a 
there really hasn’t been an offer-
ing like this before.”
“We are a close community and 
I’ve been offered a lot of sup-
port from local people and local 
business. A number of the local 
vineyard who close their cellar 
doors over the winter are happy 
that visitors to the Valley will now 
have somewhere to come and try 
their wines.”
Adrian said his vision is to 
represent and promote every 
vineyard in the Valley and as many 
as we can from the rest of Tasma-
nia. Our motto is ‘all the Valley in 
one place’.
With 400 labels in Tasmania, Tam-
ar Valley Wines stock a large por-
tion at 200. 60 different vineyards 

mostly from the Tamar Valley.
While the core focus is on wine 
Tamar Valley Wines also stock 
some of Tasmania’s premium 
spirits and craft beers. Head chef 
Andrew is quickly gaining a great 
reputation and excelling in the 
kitchen.
Adrian will be on the lookout for 
local talent to preform to do a 
regular jazz gig on Sundays if you 
are interested make contact with 
him.
For the staff of Tamar Valley 
Wines encourage the public to 
drop down and say “hey” and 
enjoy some of the best wine in the 
world.

To find out more visit
www.tamarvalleywinecentre.com.
au



New look Grindelwald Bakery & Cafe

Hart calls for West Tamar Highway Upgrade

Legal Centre calls for 
volunteers

6 Always Local - Proudly serving communities of the Tamar Valley

The Federal Member of Bass 
Ross Hart has launched a peti-
tion calling for urgent upgrades to 
the West Tamar Valley.
The petition says “It’s time to 
invest in a safer West Tamar 
Highway with better traffic flow, 
including dual lanes from the 
Launceston CBD right through to 
Legana.” 
No formal announcement has 
yet been made regarding fund-

Launceston Community Legal 
Centre are advertising via 
Volunteering Tasmania to recruit 
new volunteers to advance their 
outreach work in George Town 
and Beaconsfield. The Legal 
Literacy volunteers program 
supports Northern Tasmanians 
with legal matters.
Founded in 1986 Launceston 
Community Legal Centre is 
considered a non-profit 
association with the goal of 
providing free legal advice to 
vulnerable community members.
Services provided are varied and 
include advice with wills, power of 
attorney, debt, contract, 

consumer rights, boundary 
fences, restraint orders, 
employment, family law, welfare 
rights and disability discrimination 
issues.The Community Legal Lit-
eracy Program aims to improve 
document literacy and problems 
solving directly in local 
communities. The center offers to 
train individuals in providing 
community assistance.

Community Legal education is 
available regularly in both 
Beaconsfield and George Town.
To schedule an appointment 
call 1800 066 019 or visit 
www.lclc.net.au

ing commitments for West Tamar 
Highway upgrades by either 
Labor or Liberal however that 
could soon possibly change. The 
next Federal election is expected 
to be called May 2019 with Bass 
still considered a marginal seat 
both major parties are expected 
to release funding commitments 
if elected. Due to a change in 
electorate boundaries since the 
last Federal election communities 

Federal Member for Bass Ross Hart

north of Legana are now 
in the Federal and State 
electorate of Bass; 
communities north of 
Legana were previously in 
the electorate of Lyons.

Find out more at
https://www.rosshartmp.
com/local-issues/fair-go-
west-tamar-roads/
 

Grindelwald Bakery Café has 
re-opened to the public as of 
early 2019. The site located 
on the grounds of Tamar Valley 
Resort within the Swiss Village is 
under new management and 
features a new more modern 
fit-out. The new team are excited 
to bring a more diverse range of 
food and drink options for locals 
and visitors alike.  Featuring a 
variety of traditional bakery items 
such as house-made sausage 
rolls, pies and salad sandwiches, 
as well as locally made gourmet 
cakes, slices, coffee and juices. 

It is positive to see a small local 
business supporting other 
businesses in the Tamar Valley. 
‘We are so excited with the 
support we have received from 
our local community, everyone 
has really gotten behind us.’ - 
Damien Pinkerton, General 
Manager, Tamar Valley Resort. 
The response at this early stage 
has been warmly received, with 
this fresh new offering for the 
Grindelwald and West Tamar 
community. The bakery and café 
are open daily from 9am to 5pm.
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12,000 papers distributed monthly.
8,000 delivered directly to 
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Grindelwald Bakery Cafe display a fresh new offering for the Tamar Valley



Exeter Show celebrates 106th year in February
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The Exeter Show society are 
busily preparing for their 106th 
show to be held on February the 
23rd.The society are proud of 
an event that brings people from 
regional Tasmania together. 
Last year attendance reached 
approximately 3,000 people with 
hopes that figure would grow in 
2019. The societies media officer 
Hilary Keely said that 2019 will 
feature new attractions and old 
favorites. This includes a range 
of free children’s entertainment, 
pet parade, wood chopping, 
laser tag, art exhibition featuring 
the works of 24 locals, buskers 
from around Tasmania.As a new 
edition to the 2019 Exeter Show 

home brewers, cider and wine 
makers will be able to compete 
for the first time. Hilary mentioned 
that while holding a major event 
like a show is a mix of the old and 
new as always it will feature a 
traditional agriculture component. 
Hilary believes that rural shows 
like Exeter are growing in 
popularity across the state in 
comparison to city shows 
Organizers are thankful for 
volunteers based organizations 
which are helping the event come 
together including local service 
organizations and Rural Youth 
Tasmania.
The Exeter Show Society is in the 
rare scenario in which the society 

owns the land in which the show 
is held. Any profits made from the 
show are invested directly into the 
maintenance of the show ground 
and its buildings. The grounds are 
used by the community 
throughout the year to host 
community events such as the 
monthly Exeter Market hosted by 
the West Tamar Lions Club. 

WHEN
Saturday, 23rd February 2019
Gates open 8:30am till 4pm
WHERE
Exeter Show Grounds
PRICE
Adults $10, Children $5 &
Under 5 FREE
CONTACT
www.exetershow.com.au

Pictures of the 2018 Exeter Show. Courtesy of the Exeter Show Society



Making Tasmania Fruit Fly Free

Social Media creates community spirit in George Town
Community spirit was on strong 
display in early 2019. A call on 
social media from local mother 
Shannon Wallace allowed com-
munity to come together, solve a 
problem and thankfully achieve a 
result. Eleven year old daughter 
Amaya lost her ring during the an 
early weekend at Lagoon Beach 
the ring having been a special 
mother-daughter gift received at 
Christmas time. Shannon posted 
to the George Town “Thumbs up, 
Thumbs down” Facebook page. 
Upon posting this to Facebook 
some locals on their own accord 
ventured to Lagoon Beach to 
search. Shannon personally does 
not know all those that assist-
ed with the search but was very 
grateful that locals would take it 
upon themselves to assist others 
in need of help. 
Trevor Clifton arrived at the beach 
with a number of metal detectors 
however on this occasion it was 
a “keen eye” that would find the 

ring, in son Johnathan. Shannon 
Wallace and family drove to George 
Town the following day to collect 
the ring and gave Johnathan and 
family and box of chocolates as a 
thank you. “I was complete over-
whelmed with their kindness and 
the fact they took the time out of 
their weekend to go and look for 
it. We cried happy tears when we 
seen it have been found as we lost 
hope”. Shannon wishes to thank 
locals that answered her call to 
find her daughters valued ring. In 
an age where social is criticized on 
this occasion it shows locally social 
media can also be a power for 
good. The George Town “Thumbs 
up, Thumbs down page has over 
3,000 members in where 
experiences in the George Town 
area are raised.

Find the Facebook group by 
searching “Thumbs up, thumbs 
down George Town”

Biosecurity Tasmania has
reinstated our “Pest Free Status” 
after control arearestrictions due 
to Queensland Fruit Fly presence 
in Tasmania were lifted, allowing 
normal movement of Fruit Fly 
Host produce across Northern 
Tasmania for the first time since 
early 2018. Despite these restric-
tions being lifted, the public is 
urged to remain vigilant for signs 
of the pest. A nectarine infected 
with Queensland Fruit Fly Lar-
vae was reported to Biosecurity 
Tasmania by a member of the 
public in Launceston on the 10 th 
of January.
According to a Media Release on 
the 11 th January Biosecurity 
Tasmania General Manager Dr 
Lloyd Klumpp said that 
Biosecurity Tasmania is 
investigating the incident.
“We are liaising with Victorian 

Authorities in relation to the 
source of the fruit and Biosecurity
requirements it was subject to.”
As part of the investigation it was 
revealed that some members of 
Biosecurity Tasmania staff will be
travelling to Victoria to assist in 
their inquiries. “We have protocols 
for these types of detections
should they occur, and we have 
implemented them to remove the 
risk and investigate all aspects of
this detection,” Dr Klumpp said.
Biosecurity Tasmania also state 
that this detection is not an 
outbreak of fruit fly and will not 
affect the recently reinstated “Pest 
Free Status”
“Community vigilance is an 
important part of the biosecurity 
system and the wider message 
to the Tasmanian Community is 
continue to be aware of signs 
of fruit fly and remain vigilant.” 

Dr Klumpp said. “This includes 
checking any stone fruit or 
mangoes for any signs of fruit fly 
or any other pests.”
Although the restrictions have 
been lifted for Northern Tasmania, 
restrictions still remain in place
for the Furneaux Group of Islands. 
It’s important that we as a 
community remain aware of the 
risk of fruit fly and do our part in 

protecting our biosecurity.

If you have further questions 
about fruit fly or another bio 
security matter make contact 
with Bio Security Tasmania.

https://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/biose-
curity-tasmania

Volunteers gather after finding missing ring, Johnathan holding ring (centre)
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A female doctor, with a second doctor 
planned to start from July 2019.

As well as the usual general practice 
services, we o�er electro and photo- 
biomodulation therapy. Bulk billing is 
available for concession card holders.

Beacons�eld Doctors Surgery
144 Weld Street
Beacons�eld

03 6383 1770
beacons�eld@yhcgroup.com.au

YHC Group Company
info@yhcgroup.com.au
yhcgroup.com.au



Property Prices, Investment 
Properties and Associated Tax 
Implications. The last few days 
of 2018 had many of us thinking 
back to the global financial 
market instability of 2008. The 
incremental softening of the 
Australian property market, off the 
back of historic highs, has also 
been inducing some feelings of 
déjà vu from a decade ago.  In 
an environment where disposal of 
property investments has become 
a much more topical 
consideration, it is wise to be 
informed of the potential taxation 
implications of selling your 
property.
Capital Gain or Loss? – It is 
important to locate the settlement 
statement or contract associated 
with the purchase of your 
property. A market valuation is 
preferable when trying to 
accurately predict the current 
value of your property. However, 
the value guide provided for most 
properties on Realestateview.
com.au can also often provide 
some value guidance. This type 
of information is essential if you 
which to establish how much 
value your property has gained or 
lost over your period of 
ownership.

Previous Capital Losses – If you 
have previously made a loss 
disposing of property, shares or 
some other asset of a capital 
classification, you still may have 
some or all of this loss available to 
offset against any capital gain you 
may make.
50% Discount – If your property 
has increased in value over the 
time of your ownership, you will 
only be assessed on 50% of the 
total property value gain, courtesy 
of the federal government 50% 
capital gains tax discount.  This 
discount is only available if you 
have held title to the property 
for more than 12 months and is 
not extended to those who are 
non-residents for tax purposes.
Main Residence Exemption – If 
the property you are disposing of 
is classified as your main 
residence, any capital gains 
accrued over your period of 
ownership are exempt under 
capital gains tax legislation.
Indexation in the Previous 
Millennium – Properties acquired 
prior to 21 of September 1999 
have a much more complex 
capital gain calculation to make, 
which involves their acquisition 
cost base being tied to CPI 
indexation. In these situations, 

it would be advisable to engage 
a tax professional to provide an 
estimate of the expected capital 
gain or loss.
Potential Legislative Changes – 
In the lead up to the inevitable 
election looming later this year, 
the federal opposition has floated 
a couple of ideas to tweak the 
legislation relating to investment 
properties. It was suggested that 
Negative Gearing (the ability to 
offset rental property income 
losses against other taxable 
income) should be restricted to 
newly constructed rental 
dwellings.  It was also proposed 
that the 50% capital gains tax 
discount on property gains be 
wound back to 25%.

In Summary - The generic 
taxation guidance provided above 
will be helpful in outlining a 
ballpark estimate of some 
implications a property owner 
should be considering when they 
are thinking of disposing of their 
investment. However, this area of 
legislation is highly complex, with 
implications altering according to 
each individual’s specific 
circumstances. It is strongly 
recommended that you seek the 
advice of a tax professional if 
you wish to get situation specific 
advice that you can rely on. The 
door at DK Chartered Accounting 
is always open. Please feel free 
to get in contact with us via the 
details provided.
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David Kewley investing, property and tax.

Beauty Point Sea Change
A new year presents a time for 
renewal and change for many. For 
some this might mean a change 
of employment, retirement or side 
hustle. With the Tamar Valley 
becoming an ever popular 
destination now is the time to 
purchase a small business if you 
have ever though of doing so. 
Beauty Point Waterfront Hotel is 
being made available to the 
market with consistent year on 
year growth, experiences staff to 
assist with transition, multiple 
income streams with 
accommodation, bistro and bar. 

The business has recently been 
referbished. Financials avalible on 
request. Beauty Point 
Waterfront Hotel is located 
immediately overlooking the 
Beauty Point Marina & AMC 
Training Facility, with magnificent 
views of the Tamar River towards 
Bell Bay Port, one of Tasmania’s 
busiest shipping facilities. The 
original two storey weatherboard 
hotel was burnt to the ground in 
the 1990’s and was rebuilt in the 
late 1990’s and is still an iconic 
landmark of Beauty Point.
The current owners of the 

business along with their 
experienced staff they have 
turned the hotel into the thriving 
place it used to be with facilities 
suited to young and old including 
bistro, bar & sports bar, bottle 

shop, Tas Keno, Ubet, gaming 
machines, private function room & 
magnificent alfresco dining on the 
waterfront deck along with a nine 
room motel - also with 
magnificent views of the Tamar. 
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Proprietor of DK Chartered 

Accounting
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Should the Tamar Valley be one council?
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Should we be one? That’s the 
question many within our 
community and outside of our 
community ask. West Tamar and 
George Town municipalities enjoy 
relatively low rates, healthy life 
styles and direct representation 
with 9 councillors in West Tamar 
for a voting population of 17,658 
and George Town with 9 
councilors and a voting 
population of only 5,403. With 
similar representation across the 
state many believe Tasmania in 
general is over governed. The 
current state government have 
encouraged merger talks around 
the state with regional councils 
however seem to lack the political 
will to follow through. Perhaps 
history answers the question 
why; in 1993 the Liberal Groom 
Government reduced the number 
of councils in Tasmania from 46 
to todays current number of 29. 
Many in the political sphere 
believe compulsory 
amalgamations was a key reason 
for the Groom Government 
loosing Government in the 
following 1996 election as this 

most heavily impacted regional 
Tasmania. Over twenty years later 
local governments and 
Tasmanian’s more broadly 
continue to debate this. West 
Tamar and George Town in the 
past have had their own 
merger talks with those talks 
ceased in early 2018 after only 
twelve months. “The 
government’s very clear position 
has always been that for resource 
sharing or voluntary 
amalgamation to work, it must be 
driven by local communities and 
their councils” said Local 
Government Minister Peter 
Gutwein in early 2018. For 
residents of West Tamar and 
George Town have the 
opportunities to make a decision 
either to approach the issue of 
local government amalgamations 
on a micro level  (what does this 
mean for me) or a macrolevel 
(what does this change achieve 
for Tasmania).

If you want to have your say, write a 

letter to;

news@tamarvalleynews.com.au

Having moved from the 
Launceston council area 
aproximently 12 month ago - a 
noticable difference contrasts 
Launceston to West Tamar. The 
lack of weekly rubsih collection 
services in West Tamar impacts 
both our repuation and credabil-
ity as an area. I urge West Tamar 
Council to look at weekly rubbish 
collection services to improve our 
living standards. The current 
situation makes it less attractive 
for people outside of West 
Tamar to move here either renting 
or buying.

Samuel Tuck, Legana

Congtrulations to orgonisors of the 
Tamar Valley Folk festival, I have 
attend for three years and am 
constantly stunned by the level of 
tallet the festival attracs. Well done 
to all!
John Turner, Launceston

Current statistics say that 1 in 
every 5 Australians will experience 
mental illness at some point in
their lifetime, but what’s also 
important to be aware of is that 
while you may not have a mental
illness, you still need to look after 
your mental health.Mental Health 
is an important part of your overall 
health, and stress can be a huge 
impacting factor
for many physical medical condi-

tions, not just mental illnesses.
The best current advice 
available for looking after your 
mental health includes being 
physically active
(make sure to consult with your 
doctor before commencing any 
new exercise though) and being
involved in your local community. 
It serves as a good reminder to 
us all to be aware of opportuni-
ties
to give back to the community, 
and there are several local 
charities, organisations and 
clubs that
present the opportunity to do so.
Most importantly we should 
recognise when we need to seek 
help and do so. If you notice 

that a friend, family member or 
colleague is struggling, don’t be 
afraid to ask them if they’re OK. 
Be ready
to listen to them without passing 
judgement and help them seek 
help.
If you are struggling with your 
mental health, you can contact 
the free 24/7 support services 
listed
below.
Lifeline - 13 11 14
Beyondblue - 1300 22 4636
Mensline - 1300 78 99 78
Kids Helpline (ages 5-25) - 
1800 55 1800

Zac Lochart, Riverside, 
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Tamar NRM is an independent, 
not for profit sub-regional group 
who partner with community, 
local, state and federal 
government, primary industry and 
business to implement landcare 
strategy and grass-roost 
involvement in environmental, 
agricultural and urban issues 
within the Tamar Region. For over 
20 years NRM have been leading 
the way in the activity of 

“Ragwort Raids”. Ragwort is a 
declared weed under the 
Tasmanian weed Management 
Act 1999. From an agricultural 

Ragwort Raids protect Tamar for 20 years
perspective ragwort is treated as 
a serious pasture weed, 
described as an aggressive weed 
it causes competition with the 
existing landscape and a 
significant reduction in pasture 
production. The weed can be 
poisonous to livestock if left to 
graze due to food shortages.
Over the first two weeks of 
February members of the public 
will see community volunteers 
from Landcare groups, rural fire 
brigades, friends grounds and 
farmers removing ragwort from 
roadsides. President of Tamar 
NRM Roger Tyshing said “we 
have gone from collecting truck 
loads of ragwort to ute loads and 
it’s all down to the volunteers. 
They really do a terrific job and 
last year forty volunteers donated 
over three hundred hours 
patrolling and pulling ragwort over 
a total of 819kms of roads, 
preventing ragwort from getting a 
major foothold in the region.”
Long standing coordinator Jayne 
Shapter has reluctantly stepped 

down from the position held for 
17 years, Jenny Craigen has been 
appointed to lead the effort in 
2019. President Tysging said “We 
are pleased to have Jenny take 
up the coordinator position. She 
is no stranger to conservation 
works or sustainable farming as 
she has been green army 
supervisor, worked on river 
restoration and conducted 
landholders surveys for our 
pastures project.” Tamar NRM 
wants landholders, no matter how 

“Laughs of Launnie” comes to George Town

New coordionator Jenny Craigen

big or small, to do whatever they 
can to reduce ragwort on their 
properties. Mr Tyshing said “Join 
us on one of thededicated 
ragwort days, or just deal with 
any infestations you have.” “By 
doing that,you are adding value to 
your property and helping control 
the spread of this
insidious weed that can invade 
natural areas and is toxic to 
livestock.”

Tamar NRM president Roger Tyshing tackling large ragwort plants

Laughs of Launniue Internation-
al Comedy Festival is in it’s first 
year however at this early stage is 
shaping up to be a massive 
regional event. George Town 
along with other regional towns  
and cities such as Deloraine, 
Scottsdale, St Helens and 
Devonport will be the host of 
regional comedy nights.
George Towns event will be held 
on March the 23rd 2019 at the 
George Town Memorial Hall with 
tickets priced at $40.
Acts include Lindsay Webb, The 
Kagools, Leo Kearse, Gavin 
Baskerville, Steady Eddy and 
more. In total the regional event 
will feature thirty world class 
comedians over six evenings at 
twelve different venues. 
Lindsay Webb is an Australian 

comedian based in Brisbane. 
Having originally gained exposure 
on radio Lindsay has been 
preforming stand-up comedy over 
the world since 1998. He also 
holds the Guinness Book of World 
Records record for the worlds 
longest ever stand-up gig by a 
solo artist performing for 38 hours 
and 6 minutes. 
The Kagools are a physical 
comedy duo from the UK. Gaining 
much traction since 2014 they 
offer their unique brand of 
spontaneous silent comedy  and 
bring this traditional art 
successfully into the 21st century. 
Leo Kearse is both a comedian 
and writer based in London and 
was awarded Scottish Comedian 
of the year. Leo is the 
co-creator of sellout show hate ‘n 

Live, which as improvising 
comedians hating on audience 
suggestions – Whose line Is it 
Anyway? meets Room 101. 
Gavin Baskerville beginning his 
career in Perth Western Australia 
in 1999, Gavin is described as 
experienced and likeable. A 
performer that will “make you 
laugh twice as hard as you 
thought possible”. Gavin has 
written, produced and performed 
in Melbourne international 
Comedy Festivals. 
Steady Eddy an Australian 
comedian who has made many 
appearance on Australian TV 
including on the Midday Show, 
Tonight Live with  Steve Vizard 
and also A Country Practice. 
Early in his career he used his 
disability for the basis for his 

comedy however since making 
himself a household name he has 
branched out beyond humour 
based solely around his disability.

For more information visit
www.laughsoflaunnie.com.au 
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